St. Peter’s by-the-Sea
Liturgy for the Longest Night
December 21, 2025
Each year around December 21st is the Winter Solstice—the shortest day and the longest night in the Northern Hemisphere. Isolation, sadness, loss or grief might make the holidays feel like a long night for the soul. This service gives space to lay your burden before God, seeking consolation and comfort, and remembering God’s love for each of us. Tonight’s liturgy is adapted from liturgies used at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Richmond, Virginia and The Cathedral Church of Saint Andrew, Honolulu, Hawaii, and from Kate Bowler. The reflection and prayer invitations are adapted from Kate Bowler.

The Uses of Sorrow
(In my sleep I dreamed this poem)

Someone I loved once gave me
a box full of darkness.
It took me years to understand
that this, too, was a gift.
– Mary Oliver



LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE
WELCOME
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
The first candle is lit.
Celebrant: 	We light this first candle to remember those whom we have loved and lost. We pause to remember clearly, their faces, their voices, their bodies. We embrace and give thanks for the memories that bind them to us in this season of expectation, when all Creation waits for the Light.
People: 	We remember them with love. May God's eternal love surround them.
[bookmark: _30j0zll]Celebrant:	O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that mourns in lonely exile here until the son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
A period of silent reflection is followed by the lighting of the second candle.
Celebrant:	We light this second candle to remember the pain of loss: loss of relationships, loss of trust, loss of jobs, loss of health, loss of faith, the loss of joy. We acknowledge and embrace the pain of the past, O God, and we offer it to You, asking that into our wounded hearts and open hands You will place the gift of peace, shalom.
People: 	We remember that through You all things are possible. Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and lead us into Your future.
Celebrant: 	O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who ordered all things mightly; to us the path of knowledge show and teach us in her ways to go. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

A period of silent reflection is followed by the lighting of the third candle.
Celebrant: 	We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. We pause and remember the past weeks, months, and for some of us years, that have been heavy with our burdens. We accept and lay before you, God, the sharpness of memory, the sadness and grief, the hurt and fear, the anger and pain. We accept and lay before you the ways we feel we have fallen short, and the times we have spent blaming ourselves, and you, for all that we have suffered. We accept and lay before you the time we have walked alone, in darkness; and in knowledge of our own mortality.
People: 	We remember that though we have journeyed far, and that, while lost, we may have turned away from the light, the light itself has not failed. We remember that though winter be upon us and though the night be dark, with the turning of the Wheel, the dawn will come, and dawn defeats the darkness.
Celebrant:  	Come, O Bright and Morning Star, and bring us comfort from afar! Dispel the shadows of the night and turn our darkness into light. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

A period of silent reflection is followed by the lighting of the fourth candle. 
Celebrant: 	We light this fourth candle to remember faith, the gift of light and hope that God offers to us in the story of Christmas, which began in abandonment, insecurity, and humbleness, in a time of war and in a poor stable. We remember that the loving God who came to share this life with us promises us comfort and peace.
People: 	We remember the One who shares our burdens, who shows us the way to the Light, and who journeys with us into all our tomorrows.
Celebrant: 	O come, desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind. Bid then our sad divisions cease and be yourself our King of Peace . Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.


THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant 	By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us. 
People 	To give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.
THE COLLECT
Celebrant 	The Lord be with you. 
People 		And also with you. 
Celebrant 	Let us pray. O Holy One, whose coming we await, you invite us into the light of your presence on this longest night of the year: Illumine the dark and doubting places of our weary and wounded hearts, community and world. We are thirsty for your healing comfort, compassion, and peace. Draw near to us and fill us, that we may pour out your goodness to all who hunger and thirst for your mercy. Amen.
THE FIRST READING		          			                                                    Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
Lector		The Word of the Lord. 	
People 		Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE	Read in unison			     			                            Psalm 13



How long will this pain go on, Lord, 
this grief I can hardly bear? 
How long will anguish grip me 
and agony wring my mind? 
Light up my eyes with your presence; 
let me feel your love in my bones. 
Keep me from losing myself 
   in ignorance and despair. 
Teach me to be patient, Lord; 
   teach me to be endlessly patient. 
Let me trust that your love enfolds me 
    when my heart feels desolate and dry. 
I will sing to the Lord at all times, 
    even from the depths of pain. 



SEQUENCE    Sung in unison                        Wait for the Lord		  		                       Taizé
Wait for the Lord, 
whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: 
be strong, take heart!
THE GOSPEL								                                               John 1:1-5
Celebrant	The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.	
People		Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
Celebrant	The Gospel of the Lord 	
People		Praise to you, Lord Christ.
SEQUENCE    Sung in unison                         Wait for the Lord		  		                       Taizé
Wait for the Lord,
 whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord: 
be strong, take heart!
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Celebrant 		Standing at the threshold of the longest night as we await the light of Christmas, we offer the prayers of our hearts, praying for ourselves, community, church and world to Emmanuel, God with us. 
Intercessor 		Stand near in the darkness, gracious God. We are broken by our loss and afraid of our future, overwhelmed by all we cannot understand. 
People		Stand near in the darkness, gracious God; comfort us in our pain. 
Intercessor	 	We are heavy with sadness and grief, sick with despair, aching with emptiness; 
People		Stand near in the darkness, gracious God; comfort us in our pain. 
Intercessor 		We are confused and enraged at the injustices in our communities and world. We are frightened to find ourselves doubting your love. 
People		Stand near in the darkness, gracious God; comfort us in our pain. 
Intercessor		Our bodies cannot rise or rest, our hearts are like stones. 
People		Stand near in the darkness, gracious God; comfort us in our pain. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.


Intercessor 		Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. Only you can heal us. Send your life-giving Spirit to renew our broken hearts. 
People		Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. 
Intercessor 		Increase in us patience toward ourselves and one another. 
People			Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. 
Intercessor 			Give us grace to let go of lost dreams, entrusting ourselves to your purpose and will. 
People		Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. 
Intercessor 		Use our sorrows to enlarge our compassion toward others and ourselves. 
People		Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. 
Intercessor 		Release us from fear, renew us in love, and rekindle our hope. 
People		Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. 
Intercessor 		Fill us with gratitude for the good things we enjoy, help us to notice our blessings.
People		Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. 
Intercessor 		Help us remember, always, those who suffer in illness, war, poverty, or despair, and turn our hearts towards their relief. 
People	Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love.  
Intercessor 	Renew us this night, that we might live as your children in the strength of your love. 
You may name, silently or aloud, those for whom you are concerned. 
You received a slip of paper and pen when you walked in. You are encouraged to write your burdens and sorrows on that piece of paper and then place it in the basin. 
If you wish to receive anointing with oil, a symbol of God’s intimate presence, you may approach Rev. Michelle.
These activities are completely optional. You may stay in your seat and pray if you prefer.
PRAYER HYMN  Sung in unison	         Oh Lord Hear My Prayer			                       Taizé

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; when I call answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; come and listen to me.

Celebrant		Holy and Gracious God, as a father has compassion on his children, so do you have mercy on us. As a mother carries and feeds her children, so do you carry us in our afflictions, and feed us with healing and joy. We thank you for strengthening and renewing us in your love. We pray for grace to help you push back the darkness in our world, to help unfold your light, and to live with courage, kindness, and hope. Amen.
THE PEACE  	The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. 
Celebrant  	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		And also with you.


THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrant 	The Lord be with you.
People     	And also with you.
Celebrant    	Lift up your hearts.
People          	We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People         	It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant        All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:
All		Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant	Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:
All		Dying, you destroyed our death.  
		Rising, you restored our life. 
		Christ Jesus, come in glory!
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 
All		Blessed are you now and forever. AMEN.
Celebrant	And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray,
All		Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the bread followed by silence. 
This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 
All	Whoever eats this bread will live forever.
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION & HEALING PRAYERS
Hold out your hands to receive the bread. If you desire to receive only bread, the sacrament is fully present in one kind. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available; please make your need known to the minister. If you would like to receive a blessing or healing prayer, please cross your hands over your chest. 
COMMUNION HYMN                                     Bless the Lord				                       Taizé
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God's holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.
                                                              There is a Balm in Gilead		                             Spiritual
There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole,
there is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul.
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
All	Eternal God, we thank you that in Christ you give yourself into our hands: with our hearts and with our lives, may we proclaim the coming feast when many will come from east and west, from north and south to greet the Lord of all: we ask this in his name. Amen.	
BLESSING FOR HEALING
Celebrant 	May the healing hand of God touch you in every way. May you feel God's warmth move through your body like liquid sunshine, healing you, restoring you, strengthening you. May you breathe in the power of God to renew you and bring you back to the fullness of life. May the ancient Spirit that has sustained so many sustain you, answering your prayers for healing so you will not feel alone. May the power of all that is sacred enter your soul and remain there until your healing is made complete. Be whole and be well through the love of the One who made you. Amen
DISMISSAL
Celebrant	Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People		Thanks be to God.


CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Wednesday, December 24
Noon Rite 1 Eucharist  |  3pm Children’s Eucharist  |  5pm Rite 2 Choral Eucharist
Thursday, December 25
No Christmas Day Services
Sunday, December 28
9am One Service
Sunday, January 4
8am Rite 1 Eucharist  |  10am Epiphany Pageant
Sunday, January 11
8am Rite 1 Eucharist  |  10am Epiphany Pageant
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