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A native of Columbus, Ohio, and a longtime resident of the Cincinnati area, Mark J. Auer is 

excited about the opportunity to become part of the Frankfort community and the Good Shepherd 

Parish family. He looks forward to building strong connections between the school, parish, and 

community, recognizing that active collaboration, volunteerism, and shared commitment are 

essential to creating a vibrant and welcoming environment where students and families can 

thrive. 

Mark is a product of Catholic education, having attended Catholic elementary and high schools 

before earning a Bachelor of Science in Developmental Psychology with minors in Management 

and Labor Relations from Northern Kentucky University. Following five successful years in the 

classroom, he was selected by the Buenger Foundation as an Outstanding Teacher and awarded 

the Initiative for Catholic Schools Future Leadership Scholarship. This prestigious opportunity 

enabled him to earn a Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership from Xavier University. He 

also participated in the Buenger Foundation's Excellence in Science program and later attended 

Wright State University as part of its graduate-level STEM initiative for outstanding 

mathematics and science educators. 

With more than 24 years in Catholic education, Mark has served as a principal, lead teacher, and 

classroom teacher. His experience spans both Catholic elementary and secondary education, 

including teaching students in grades 4 through 8 as well as high school students. Throughout his 

career, he has remained committed to academic excellence, instructional leadership, and the 

integration of faith into daily learning. He enjoys incorporating the teachings and values of the 

universal faith into everyday lessons, helping students understand how faith informs their 

decisions, relationships, and service to others. 

Mark has achieved the highest level of catechist certification and remains actively involved in 

the life of the Church. He believes that Catholic schools are uniquely positioned to partner with 

parents and parishes in forming young people intellectually, spiritually, and morally. His 

leadership philosophy centers on fostering strong relationships among students, families, 

educators, and parishioners while creating a culture of respect, service, and lifelong learning. 

Mark and his wife have been married for 27 years and are blessed with three children, all of 

whom attended Catholic schools from kindergarten through twelfth grade. Their oldest child is a 

graduate of the University of Cincinnati and is currently attending the police academy, their 

daughter is a graduate of the Paul Mitchell School, and their youngest child is a university 

student-athlete serving as a kicker for his football team. Mark is grateful for the many blessings 

Catholic education has brought to his family and looks forward to continuing that tradition of 

faith, service, and educational excellence within the Good Shepherd community. 

 


