MONTIROOTS Montessori Vs. traditional preschool

Montessori

Programs differ in several key areas

1. Teaching Philosophy:

o Montessori: Focuses on child-centered learning, where children choose their activities and learn
at their own pace. Emphasizes independence and self-directed exploration.

o Traditional: Often follows a teacher-led approach, with a set curriculum and structured
activities determined by the instructor.

2. Classroom Environment:

o Montessori: Features mixed-age classrooms, allowing younger children to learn from older
peers. The environment is designed to be inviting and accessible, with materials that encourage
exploration.

o Traditional: Typically has same-age classrooms with more standardized layouts and materials.
Activities are often group-oriented.

3. Curriculum:

o Montessori: Uses hands-on, experiential learning with specialized materials that promote
sensory exploration and practical skills. Subjects are often integrated.

o Traditional: Follows a more rigid curriculum with specific subjects taught separately, focusing
on memorization and structured lessons.

4. Role of the Teacher:

o Montessori: The teacher acts as a guide or facilitator, observing and supporting children’s
interests rather than directly instructing them.

o Traditional: The teacher is more directive, leading lessons and managing classroom behavior.

5. Assessment:

o Montessori: Assessment is typically informal, based on observation and the child’s progress
through individualized goals.

o Traditional: Often uses standardized testing and grades to evaluate student performance.

6. Social Development:

o Montessori: Encourages collaboration and social skills through mixed-age interactions and peer
learning.

o Traditional: May focus more on individual achievement and competition within the same age
group.

7. Parental Involvement:

o Montessori: Often encourages strong parent-teacher partnerships and involvement in the child’s
learning process.

o Traditional: Parental involvement can vary, but there may be less emphasis on collaboration in
the educational process.

Overall, Montessori education aims to foster a love of learning and independence, while traditional preschools
often emphasize foundational skills and structured learning environments.



