University of North Carolina at Greensboro
Greensboro, North Carolina, USA

Department / Program Name:
Department of Consumer, Apparel, and Retail Studies

Degrees Offered:
· Bachelor of Science in Consumer, Apparel, and Retail Studies 
· Master of Science in Retail Studies (Thesis and Non-Thesis options) 
· PhD in Business Administration — Consumer, Apparel, and Retail Studies 
· Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in Global Fashion Industry Management
· Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in Retail Consumer Data Analytics
· Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in Retail Merchandising Management

Online / Hybrid Options:
· At the BS level, the Retail Management concentration is online. 
· The PBC offerings are online. 
· At the MS level, the non-thesis option is online. 
· The PhD is online.

Tracks / Options:
· BS: Apparel Design, Retail Management (fully online), and Retailing and Consumer Studies
· MS: Global Apparel and Retail Management Concentration (non-thesis option) has two tracks to choose from: Merchandising and Brand Management and Retail and Consumer Data Management.

Study Abroad Opportunities: 
· Undergraduate students can take advantage of a study‑abroad‑friendly curriculum plan that supports global learning experiences around the world, with recent programs in destinations such as South Korea, Italy, and Wales.

Program Strengths:
• 	The CARS undergraduate program equips students with a comprehensive understanding of the apparel industry, spanning design, manufacturing, marketing, and product development, supported by studio courses, hands‑on projects, and industry‑relevant learning. 
· Close partnerships with leaders across fashion and retail sectors—including an advisory board of senior executives—ensure the curriculum remains current and innovative. 
· The MS program, offered in both Thesis and Non‑Thesis formats, develops skilled problem solvers prepared to lead in the field; Thesis students explore areas such as industry processes and the environmental and psychological factors shaping consumer behavior. 
· The fully online PhD supports professionals pursuing academic, industry, or policy‑focused careers, emphasizing rigorous quantitative and qualitative research across diverse CARS topics.

Contact:
Melanie Carrico, Department Head
cars@uncg.edu
