Illinois State University
Normal, IL, USA

Department / Program Name:
Fashion Design and Merchandising program in the Dept of Family and Consumer Sciences

Degrees Offered:
· B.S. or B.A. in Fashion Design and Merchandising 
· M.S. or M.A. in Family and Consumer Sciences

Online / Hybrid Options:
· None

Tracks / Options:
· Two undergraduate sequences: Fashion Design & Product Development; Fashion Merchandising
· Two accelerated sequences: Fashion Design & Product Development; Fashion Merchandising
· One graduate sequence: Fashion Design & Merchandising

Study Abroad Opportunities: 
· Faculty-led short-term study abroad tours in Europe and Asia, providing direct exposure to global fashion industries
· Semester-based study abroad opportunities that allow students to explore global fashion cities and cultural influences on fashion (ex: Florence, London)

Program Strengths:
• 	Comprehensive curriculum covering fashion design and product development, merchandising, textile science, fashion history, social and psychological aspects of clothing and behavior, entrepreneurship, and foundational research skills
· Access to dedicated facilities such as a design studio, a textile laboratory, and Lois Jett Historical Fashion Collection
· Strong industry engagement through guest speakers, alumni networks, and partnerships with local, national, and global fashion organizations/companies
· Hands-on learning experiences, including a student-run annual fashion show and applied, project-based coursework
· Supportive faculty mentorship with close student–faculty interaction
· Integration of digital technologies including retail analytics and AI-enabled learning into teaching and scholarship to strengthen students’ digital competency and readiness for technology-driven careers in the evolving fashion and retail industries.
· Active student organizations that support professional development and networking, including Fashion Design and Merchandising Association, the Illinois State Fashion Show, Sequin Fashion Magazine, and the NRF Foundation Student Association (ISU chapter)
· Accelerated master’s degree pathway

Contact:
Jennifer Banning, Ph.D.
jbannin@ilstu.edu
