
Mrs. Hunt’s Eighth Grade Summer Reading List 
2024

You will read three books this summer for my class:
First required read: The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank
Second required read: A free read selection of your choice that is an AR approved book
within your ZPD range. (AR approved books: http://www.arbookfind.com/ Use this link to
verify if a book is AR approved. Type in the Author or book title, the book and its
information will be on the screen with a quiz number and Book Level (BL), and ZPD Score if
it is an AR book.)
Third required read: How to Read Literature Like a Professor for Kids by Thomas C. Foster

Assignments:
·Book one: Complete the “Inside the Secret Annex: Activities” project (see attached
information).
·Books two and three: Complete the “Literary Investigator” project (See attached
information)
·Grammar Packet: Complete the attached 10-activity grammar packet over the summer,
aiming to finish at least one activity per week. Be prepared for a grammar assessment at
the start of the school year based on this material.

A note to students and parents:
Many current studies show that when young people are not engaged in educational activities
during the summer, they experience learning loss. These studies also suggest that reading just
two- five books over the summer can help prevent this summer learning loss.

Students, I have only assigned three books for you to read over the course of the summer; it is
my hope that you will challenge yourself to read five books this summer.

Parents, studies also show that students read more when they can choose materials based on
their own interests. Self-selection, access to books, and sharing books are essential factors in
reading motivation. I have provided your children with the opportunity to choose a book that
they must read over the summer. Please guide your children and help them choose an
appropriate book that meets the AR book requirements. The summer is a great time to
introduce your children to the books you loved as a child!



Inside the Secret Annex: Activities
The Diary of a Young Girl

By Anne Frank

Part 1: What's In Your Bag? 
This assignment asks you to imagine a scenario where you and your family must go into hiding,
similar to Anne Frank's experience. Your task is to consider what you would pack into a single
backpack. First, you will choose 10-12 items that you deem essential or meaningful. Then, for
each item, you need to write a response explaining your choice: why you selected it
(considering practicality, sentimentality, or entertainment value), how you would utilize it while
in hiding, and what it reveals about your own personality and needs. To complete the
assignment, you will also take two photographs: one displaying all your chosen items laid out
beside your backpack before packing, and a second photograph showing everything packed
inside the backpack. 

Part 2: Anne Frank Character Growth Chart 
This assignment focuses on analyzing Anne Frank's development throughout her diary, The Diary
of a Young Girl. You will be tracking her emotional, mental, and social changes, as well as her
fears and dreams, across different time periods. To do this, you will create a chart with three
columns labeled "Growth," "Fears," and "Dreams," and divide it into five time periods from the
diary. You will then fill in the chart with specific details from the diary, using direct quotes
whenever possible, and provide your own analysis of how Anne's thoughts and emotions evolve.
Finally, you will write a one-paragraph reflection on Anne's overall growth and discuss what her
diary teaches us about resilience, hope, and the process of growing up.



Objective:
Imagine you and your family are forced to go into hiding under the same
conditions as Anne Frank and the others in the Secret Annex. You can only bring
one backpack filled with essential and meaningful items. What would you pack?
How would these items help you physically, emotionally, and mentally during your
time in hiding?

Instructions: 
Choose Your Items (Write your reflextion):

Select 10-12 items you would pack in your backpack.
In a well-written response, describe each item and explain:

Why you chose it (Is it practical? Sentimental? Entertainment?)
How you would use it in the Annex
What it reveals about your personality and needs

Lay Out Your Items & Take Photos
Before Picture: Arrange all your items neatly on a table next to your backpack
to show everything you would bring.
After Picture: Pack everything inside your backpack and take a second photo
to show how it fits.

What’s In Your Bag? 

Example Response:
Item: A small notebook and pen

I would bring a notebook and pen to
document my experiences, just like Anne
Frank. Writing would help me process my
emotions, pass the time, and keep my
mind active. This item is important to me
because journaling is a way to express
thoughts I might not be able to say out
loud.



Anne Frank Character Growth Chart 
Objective:
As we read The Diary of a Young Girl, you will track Anne’s growth, fears, and
dreams over time. This will help you understand how her character develops and
how her experiences shape her thoughts and emotions.

Instructions:
Create a tri-column chart with the following headings:1.

Growth – How does Anne change emotionally, mentally, and socially?
Fears – What scares Anne at different points in the diary?
Dreams – What does Anne hope for in the future?

Divide the chart into five time periods to reflect Anne’s changes:2.
June–September 1942 (Early entries, adjusting to life in hiding)
October 1942–February 1943 (New struggles, reflections on war)
March–August 1943 (Increased tension, Anne’s maturing voice)
September 1943–February 1944 (Personal growth, relationship with Peter)
March–August 1944 (Final reflections, evolving dreams)

As you read, fill in the chart with details from the diary.3.
Use direct quotes from Anne’s diary when possible.
Provide your own analysis of how Anne’s thoughts and emotions change.

Final Reflection (Paragraph Response): After completing the chart, write a
one-paragraph reflection on Anne’s overall growth. What do you think Anne’s
diary teaches us about resilience, hope, and growing up?

Success Criteria:
✔ Complete Chart – Each time period includes details about Anne’s growth,
fears, and dreams.
✔ Text Evidence – Uses direct quotes from the diary when possible.
✔ Thoughtful Analysis – Explains how Anne's thoughts and emotions change over
time.
✔ Final Reflection – One well-written paragraph discussing what Anne’s story
teaches about resilience, hope, and growing up.



Time Period
Growth (How
Anne Changes)

Fears (What
Scares Her)

Dreams (What
She Hopes For)

June–September
1942

October 1942–
February 1943

March–August
1943 

September 1943–
February 1944 

March–August
1944 

You can use this chart to complete your assignment, or if you need more space,
you can create your own chart on a separate sheet of paper.



Literary Investigator Project
Required Read: How to Read literature Like a Professor for Kids

By Thomas C. Foster
&

Required Read: Free Read of your choice

Objective: Students will apply literary concepts from How to Read Literature Like a Professor
for Kids to a novel of their choice, demonstrating their analytical skills and understanding of
literary devices.

Materials:
Your free-read novel
How to Read Literature Like a Professor for Kids
Poster board or large paper
Markers, colored pencils, images, etc. for the poster

Instructions:
Novel Selection: You will use your free-read novel for this project. Ensure your novel is
appropriate for academic analysis.

1.

Concept Selection:2.
Carefully review How to Read Literature Like a Professor for Kids.
Choose three different literary concepts or "rules" from the book that you find present and
significant in your free-read novel.
These concepts might include (but are not limited to): Every Trip Is a Quest (Except When
It’s Not), Seasons Matter, It’s All Political, More Than It’s Gonna Hurt You: Concerning
Symbolism, Is That Thing a Symbol?, and One Story
Analysis and Evidence: For each of the three chosen concepts, write a detailed analysis
that includes the following:

3.

Concept Explanation: Clearly explain the concept from How to Read Literature Like a
Professor for Kids in your own words.
Application to Novel: Provide specific examples and textual evidence (quotes and page
numbers) from your free-read novel that demonstrate how the concept is used.
Explanation of Significance: Explain the significance of the concept in your novel. What
does it reveal about the characters, plot, themes, or author's message? Why is it important?



Poster Presentation: Create a visually appealing and informative poster that presents your
analysis.
Your poster MUST include the following elements:

Title: A creative title that reflects your analysis.
Novel Information: The title and author of your free-read novel.
Concept Titles: Clear headings for each of the three literary concepts you chose.
Concept Explanations: A brief summary of each concept in your own words (can be shorter
than your written analysis).
Textual Evidence: At least one key quote from your novel for each concept, with the page
number cited.
Analysis Summary: A concise summary of your analysis for each concept, explaining its
significance in your novel (shorter version of your written analysis).
Visuals: Include images, symbols, or other visual elements that represent your novel and the
concepts you are analyzing. Be creative and thoughtful!
Organization: Arrange the information on your poster in a clear, logical, and easy-to-
follow manner.

Example (as provided):
If you read Harry Potter, you might discuss:

“Seasons Matter” (how winter represents danger and death in certain books)
“It’s All Political” (the Ministry of Magic’s control and influence)

Grading Rubric:
Concept Selection: (Appropriateness and relevance of chosen concepts)
Analysis and Evidence: (Depth of analysis, quality of textual evidence, explanation of
significance)
Poster Content: (Inclusion of all required elements, accuracy, clarity)
Poster Presentation: (Organization, visual appeal, clarity of speech, knowledge of material,
ability to answer questions)






















