Dear Padre,

I'm in the OCIA program. My wife and

| were married civilly. She goes to a
non-denominational church but is not
baptized. Someone said we would have
to get our marriage “convalidated.” Why?
And what does that mean?

Convalidation is a legal term, but it can also be
understood as good pastoral practice and even
more as a wise spiritual choice. Basically, from a

legal point of reference, your marriage took place
outside of the canonical structure of the Church.

It needs to be “regularized™ and “"documented” for you to move forward. Because your wife is not baptized, it
cannot be a sacramental marriage, which requires baptism, but it can be made valid and recorded in official
Church documentation. Such documentation is helpful, particularly if you have children and intend to raise them
as Catholic. Also, if your wife ever decides to become a baptized Catholic, your marriage would automatically
become a sacramental marriage when she is baptized. Nothing more is required of you. All in all, it is a good
decision and a positive step in your spiritual journey. ®
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

God speaks to us.... [T]he first attitude to
cultivate is listening, so that the divine Word
may penetrate our minds and our hearts;

at the same time, we are required to speak
with God, not to communicate to him what

he already knows, but to reveal ourselves to
ourselves. Hence the need for prayer, in which
we are called to live and to cultivate friendship
with the Lord.
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Saint Martha%?(ﬁzry. and Lazarus,
pray for us that we may also
welcome Jesus
in olr homes and our hearts.

Be sure to check out our

Church Library
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[Solomon said to the Lord] :
“Give your ser;ra'nt, therefore,
a listening heart to judge your
people and to distinguish
between good and evil.”

1 KINGS 39
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What Image of the Kingdom
Will You Serve Up?
ANN M. GARRIDO
esus’ favorite thing to talk about was a mystery he called the kingdom of God, referred to in the Gospel of
Matthew as the kingdom of heaven. He was not the first to speak of it. The prophets before him spoke often
of God's dream for the world. They wanted all to know what it would look like when God reigns here on earth as
God already reigns in the heavens. But Jesus added to that teaching by offering vivid new images of what God’s
reign is like. Matthew 13 is filled with such snapshots. The kingdom of heaven will be like a mustard seed, a
pearl, a measure of leaven, a hidden treasure. It will be like a2 sower casting out seed, a wheat harvest, a net that
catches many fish.

At the end of this litany, however, lesus offers an image of what he expects of those who have
received his teaching about the Kingdom. They are to be like “the head of a household who brings
from his storeroom both the new and the old” (Matthew 13:52). It sounds as if Jesus’ disciples are
to act like hosts of a banquet, setting the table with stories from across time to feed their guests
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with whatever words and images would best help them grasp the mystery of this kingdom. They
are to continue Jesus’ work of developing new ways to illumine a mystery that is in the end too
great for words. @

Reflect
What image of God's hingdom would pou offer people of the twentyp-first centurp?
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Parish Office: ~ St James Parish

Mailing Address: PO Box 568

UPS/FedEx: 308 3" Ave

Edgemont, SD 57735

Funeral Contact:

Linda Tidball 605-685-4301

Office Manager / Bookkeeper:

Lynn Westberg 703-869-0886
lfwestberg@gmail.com

Parish Office: ~ St Anthony Parish
Office Hours: 8:00am -5:00pm
(closed for lunch ~ noon - 1:00pm)
Mailing Address: PO Box 969

Hot Springs, SD 57747
Office Manager / Bookkeeper:
605-745-3393
After Hours: 605-745-3278
Email:  sohillscatholic@gwtc.net
Website: www.stanthonyhotsprings.org

Pastoral Staff:

Pastor for both Parishes:
Rev Collins Igwilo

cigwilo@diorc.org

Deacon for St Anthony:
Dcn. Craig Pearson
605-891-9164

Susie Hayes

Deacon for St James: Mass Information:
Dcn. Pat Coy

605-209-4636

Greg Lacey 605-662-5048
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