


San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge Expansion Act

[bookmark: _Hlk162517874]SUPPORT: California Waterfowl Association, Ducks Unlimited, Sonoma Land Trust, California State Coastal Conservancy, (California) State Lands Commission, Save the Bay, Great Old Broads for Wilderness, Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation.

SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY:

SECTION 1: Short Title

SECTION 2(a): Boundary Modification, Acquisition, and Administration

· Adds approximately 5,658 acres to the National Wildlife Refuge, including the following parcels:

Solano County (approx. 2,449 acres):
· Mare Island Western Early Transfer Parcel (State Lands Commission)

Marin County (approx. 1,774 acres):
· Bel Marin Keys Unit V Expansion Site (State Coastal Conservancy)

Sonoma County (approx. 1,434 acres):
· 1,149-acre Camp (Sonoma Land Trust)
· 285-acre Camp 5 (Sonoma Land Trust)

· Requires that the legislative map of the modified boundary be publicly available online and at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) office nearest the San Pablo Refuge in Sonoma, California. 

· Authorizes the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to acquire lands within the modified boundary, but only from willing sellers or donors like the State of California.

· Prohibits use of eminent domain or condemnation by the federal government to acquire lands within the National Wildlife Refuge boundary.

· Requires the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to provide an opportunity for public participation in developing the land protection plan for the modified National Wildlife Refuge, giving special consideration to individuals and communities in Napa, Marin, Sonoma, and Solano Counites.

· Directs the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to enter into cooperative agreements with the State of California or any private entity for the voluntary co-management of non-federal lands or waters within the modified National Wildlife Refuge boundary.

· Allows other federal agencies to transfer federally owned land within the modified National Wildlife Refuge boundary to the Fish and Wildlife Service, at no cost and sidestepping the cumbersome normal excess federal property process.

· Ensures the expanded National Wildlife Refuge remains open to the public for recreation including hunting and fishing where permitted. This is boilerplate language for boundary modification legislation.

· Encourages the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to allocate “federal-side” Land and Water Conservation Fund dollars to acquire any private inholdings within modified National Wildlife Refuge boundary.


Section 3: Technical Corrections

· Corrects errors in the 1972 federal law that established the San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge, named in honor of the late Congressman Don Edwards (D-CA) in 1995.



