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In the heart of the Northern San Francisco Bay Area, the San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge is a striking reminder of what’s still worth protecting. Spanning nearly 25,000 acres of salt ponds, freshwater sloughs, and marshes, this idyllic part of the world features treasured scenic hikes for the Vallejo community and is a haven for thousands of migratory birds like the rare Eurasian Wigeon and the vulnerable San Pablo song sparrow.
This kind of natural beauty may be something Californians have come to expect, but it remains jaw-dropping to the rest of the world. Places like these are vital to the strength of our biodiversity and the health of the Bay. It’s why we must continue to protect these special places and their inhabitants as we navigate the growing effects of the climate crisis.
Conserving special slices of paradises like these have been a particular lifelong goal of mine. Throughout my career in Congress, representing Solano and Contra Costa Counties, and as the former Deputy Secretary of the Department of the Interior in the Clinton Administration, preserving our wild habitats has always been my guiding mission.
I will always fight to protect these resilient bay land ecosystems that benefit both wildlife and the public.
A year ago, as part of my ongoing work to restore California’s saltmarshes for future generations and increase outdoor recreation opportunities for Bay Area residents and visitors alike, I introduced the “.” This bill would add an additional nearly 6,000 acres of surrounding land to the existing San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge. These 6,000 additional acres would only come from a collection of donated lands from the nonprofit Sonoma Land Trust and the State of California.
As with all National Wildlife Refuges, the legislation ensures that all land within the expanded San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge boundary remain open to the public for outdoor recreation, including hunting and fishing where permitted.
Expanding the National Wildlife Refuge to include adjacent wetlands will support the long-term health of the San Pablo Bay’s interconnected wetland habitats and promote essential wetland restoration in the area. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has a long history of land stewardship in the Bay Area, having managed the San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex since 1972.
By expanding the existing federally managed San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge, my bill would help ensure cohesive federal-state-local management of San Pablo Bay’s saltmarshes and bay lands while unlocking access to full federal funding to ensure these critical habitats are protected in perpetuity.
Public transparency is key when so many diverse communities would be impacted.
Hand in hand with the City of Vallejo, nearly 25 other endorsing local organizations, and tribal leaders we are proud to have undergone an extensive year-long public comment period where hundreds of Bay Area citizens submitted their thoughtful comments and overwhelming support. I thank them, and all the dedicated conservationists and community organizations that have joined together to support this effort and make this a stronger, more inclusive bill.
If the bill is signed into law, a second round of public outreach would then be triggered to develop a land protection plan for the proposed expansion and submit it for approval by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director. Only then would the National Wildlife Refuge be officially expanded.
The “San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge Expansion Act” takes a critical step toward preserving the Bay Area’s ecological diversity and ensuring the resilience of our communities as we continue fighting the climate crisis. I encourage any individual or organization who is interested in my bill or in my ongoing work to restore California’s vital ecosystems to reach out to me and my team.



