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from the Northwest Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

A reporting initiative from the Northwest Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

1 million residents by 2050 Y~ “Growth does create
/

. . . opportunities, but there seems a
Northwest Arkansas is experiencing one of the fastest growing divide between the haves,

growth periods in the region’s history. New residents, the have nots and the ones in the
new industries and evolving infrastructure are middle managing to keep up, but
transforming the region. The planning decisions made worried one hiccup could

now will shape the area for decades. d'sma"tslzzsfi't;co"om'c

Rapid growth affects everyone. Residents, employers,
workers and policymakers need local reporting that
helps them understand what this means for
affordability, opportunity, mobility and

long-term community wellbeing.

— Greg Harton, opinion editor

The risk isn’t just change — it’s disconnection. Local news creates a shared understanding of
what’s happening, why it matters and who it affects. It turns growth from something
happening to communities into something they can actively shape.

We are seeking $200,000 annually for three years to build the Growth Lab.

An investment will support a team of three reporters who will produce data-driven
journalism and human-centered storytelling focused on the forces reshaping the
region. Beyond reporting, the Growth Lab will host community conversations,
listening sessions and public forums to ensure residents are part of the discussion.

Together, we can ensure that rapid growth is met with transparency, understanding
and meaningful public dialogue.
Scan to learn more, or visit nwajournalism.org
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