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August 1, 2025 

White County Board 
c/o Kayci Heil 
White County 
PO Box 339 
Carmi, IL 62821 
 

RE: Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC: Request for Commercial Solar Energy Facility Siting Permit  

Dear Ms. Heil: 

Thank you for providing the opportunity to apply for a Siting Permit with White County. We appreciate your 
guidance through this permitting process. The following letter will provide a summary of our proposed 
Community Solar Energy Facility (CSEF), Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC (Project), followed by various 
documentation required by 4-17-2024-3, White County, Illinois, Commercial Solar Energy Facility Siting 
Ordinance.  

Pivot Energy is excited to bring renewable energy to White County and the surrounding communities. As of 
September 15, 2021, The State of Illinois has aggressively committed to a Renewable Portfolio Standard of 
50% by 2025, by passing The Clean Energy Jobs Act (Public Act 102-0662). The legislation further 
expanded the existing community solar garden program, in which utility customers can subscribe to a 
community solar garden in their utility territory in exchange for credit on their bills. 

Pivot Energy is developing community solar projects across Illinois. This location was chosen due to its 
proximity to Ameren Illinois’ electrical infrastructure, both substation and distribution grid, its flat and 
manageable land, a willing landowner, and access to the sun (ample without shading obstructions).  

The proposed Project is a 1.95-megawatt (MW AC) ground-mounted community solar garden that will 
deliver clean energy to the local electrical grid. The Project site will occupy approximately 12.23 acres of 
leased land owned by Hanks Hill Farm, LLC, and is located northwest of the intersection between County 
Road 2200 N and County Road 1625 E (Site). 

Pivot Energy has an interconnection agreement with Ameren Illinois. Our array will have 4,700 solar panel 
modules mounted on single-axis trackers. The solar panels will be facing east in the morning, flat at noon, 
and be facing west in the afternoon. They follow the path of the sun, to maximize their efficiency.  

We look forward to working with White County Staff to make this Project a success. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (888) 734-3033, or by email at 
bbecker@pivotenergy.net.  

Sincerely, 

Buzz Becker  
Senior Director of Development  
Pivot Energy  

mailto:bbecker@pivotenergy.net


White County, State of Illinois 

323 East Main Street 

PO Box 339 

Carmi, IL 62821 

PETITION/APPLICATION/REQUEST FOR A Solar Farm Construction Permit. 

It is the responsibility of petitioners or requesters of actions placed before the Whtie County Board 
(herein after referred to as “Board”) to provide specific information and supporting data regarding 
proposed actions/projects in sufficient detail that will allow a decision to be made or a final course of 
action chosen.  The Board shall not accept a petition or request as properly filed that is not sufficiently 
detailed or is missing information required by Ordinance.  The Board is not responsible for making 
corrections or revise requests/petitions.  Incomplete applications will be returned.   

The Date on which the Petition/Application/Request is “Accepted as Properly Filed” constitutes the Legal 
Beginning Date of any such Construction for all purposes of defining whether a project has been initiated 
or was in progress in White County, Illinois. 

This petition/application/request for a Solar Farm Construction Permit shall be completed in its entirety 
and submitted to the White County Board, 323 E. Main St., Carmi, IL 62821. Once the 
petition/application for a Solar Farm Construction Permit is Accepted as Properly Filed by the Board, it 
will be reviewed.  The application for a Solar Farm will be reviewed by the Board to determine the 
impact of the use on public utilities, traffic volume and circulation, impact on near-by properties, 
compliance with Ordinances and laws, and other lawful factors as may be determined reasonable by the 
Board based on the individual Petition/Application.  The Board may then take action regarding issuance 
of a Construction Permit. 

Properly completed application for a Solar Farm Construction, complete with supporting documentation, 
are to be submitted to the Board via paper and electronic materials with sufficient lead time for review 
based on the complexity of the individual request. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Office of the White County Clerk for the White County 
Solar Farm (618) 382-7211. 



Date first Received by the Office of the White County Clerk for the White County Solar 
Farm:______________________________ 

Date(s) Board Date Returned application for more information (if 
applicable):_______________________________________________________________________ 

Date Board requested revisions were received (if applicable): 
____________________________________ 

Date accepted by Board as properly filed: ________________________________ 

Filing Fee:________________________  Date paid: ________________ 

Date Board acceptance letter is sent to Petitioner:______________________________ 



APPLICANT & PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION (Print or Type): 

Application/Petitioner information: 

Company Name:___________________________________________________________________

Contact Name and Title:_____________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:_____________________________________ 

Mailing Address for all Official Correspondence unless a legal representative is designated in which case 
all correspondence and contact will be made with that legal representative: 

_______________________________________________________ Zip:__ _________________

Property Owner Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:______________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________________________

Designated Legal Representative (licensed to practice law in the State of IL) of Applicant (if any): 

Name:____________________________________________ Phone:___________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Designated Contact Person (if different from Applicant), to whom all phone calls, requests for information, 
clarifications, and coordinator for all actions regarding this Petition, who has the authority to act on 
behalf of the Petitioner in regard to this petition/application/request.  (This does not apply if a Legal 
Representative has been designated, in which case all contact will be made through that Legal Representative.) 

Name:_______________________________________________ Phone:_______________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC

Buzz Becker, Senior Director of Development

888-734-3033

1601 Wewatta St, Suite 700, Denver, CO 
_80202____

Hanks Hills Farm, LLC

(317) 796-7402

1864 Willow Bend Court, Avon, IN 46123

N/A

Lauren Gelmetti

1601 Wewatta St, Suite 700, Denver, CO 80202

888-734-3033

Hanks Hill Farm LLC

Hanks Hill Farm, LLC

Merrill Read
Rectangle

Merrill Read
Text Box
1042 Meadowbrook Lane, Franklin, IN 46131



PROPERTY INFORMATION: 

Note:  If additional space is needed, please attach additional sheets to the application and reference attachment 
description in application. 

Location of the Proposed use or structure, and its relationship to existing adjacent uses or structures: 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Legal Description and Acreage: 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Area and dimensions of the site for the proposed structure(s) or uses. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Present use of property: 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Present Land Classification:____________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Land Use Activity/Nature of the Proposed Use, including type of activity, manner of operation, 
number of occupants or employees, and similar matters: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC (Project and Applicant), an entity wholly owned by Pivot Energy (Pivot), is 
proposing the development and operation of a Commercial Energy Solar Facility northwest of the 

intersection between County Road 2200 N and County Road 1625 E on parcel 08-02-300-001. The 

surrounding area is mostly farmland with a few residential homes.

ALL THAT PART OF THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 4 
SOUTH, RANGE 10 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, EXCEPT A PART OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 2, BEING DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SOUTHWEST QUARTER; 
THENCE WEST 260 FEET; THENCE NORTH PARALLEL WITH THE EAST LINE OF SAID NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER, 502.6 FEET, THENCE EAST 260 FEET TO THE EAST LINE OF 
SAID NORTHWEST OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER, THENCE SOUTH 502.6 FEET TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING, IN WHITE COUNTY, ILLINOIS. Proposed development is 12.23 acres of 77 acres.

Cropland

CR

A Community Solar Garden that will silently produce 1.95 MW AC of electricity to the local grid. 
Residents, businesses, municipalities can subscribe to the system and save on their utility bills. 
During Operation, there will be 2-4 site visits per year for maintenance visits, and will be low-impact 
to the surrounding area. 

Please see Exhibit A: Site Plan for more detailed site dimensions

The Northern and southern fence line is 647.3', the west and east fence line is 826.3'



Height, setbacks, and property lines of the proposed uses and/or structure(s). 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Location and number of proposed parking/loading spaces by type of vehicles, to include Weight 
Classification and size of access drives/ways. ______________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Existing and proposed screening, lighting (including intensity) landscaping, erosion control, and drainage 
features on the site, including the parking areas. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Disclosure of any potential environmental issues and methods for dealing with them. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Disclosure of any activities requiring outside agency permits and the names, addresses, and phone 
numbers of the agency points of contact and how those requirements are being met. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Indicate the suitability of the property in question for Construction: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Height: 12 ft array. Setbacks: 50-feet from all ROWs and property lines, 150-feet from any neighboring 
residences .

No parking spots are proposed for the project. The access road is a proposed 16-foot wide access road

Majority of the Site will remain cropland, so corn will be an existing buffer, however we are also proposing 

pollinator friendly grasses will be seeded. Little to no grading will be required for the project, but 

E&S control best practices will be followed during construction. A drain tile survey will be completed prior

to construction to avoid impacts to the existing drainage on site. 

tree screening along both roads to the south and east, as well as to the home to the north. Under the array,

There are no potential environmental issues identified for this Project. The site is clear of wetlands, 

floodplains, historical artifacts. The project requires little to no grading and will be low-impact in nature. 

A NPDES permit (NOI) will be applied for prior to building permit to comply with state regulations. 

Illinois EPA, PO Box 19276, Springfield, IL 62794, 877-227-8965

The Project Site is flat, dry, clear of natural resources, close to existing utility infrastructure. This site is 
suitable for solar development, and can return to farmed land at the end of the Project's life. 



Adjacent Land Use: 

North:_______________________________________________________________________ 

South:_______________________________________________________________________ 

East:________________________________________________________________________ 

West:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Should this use be valid only for a Specific time period? Yes _________ No ______________ 

If Yes, what length of time?  ____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Does the proposed Permit meet the following standards?  Yes_________________ No____________ 

(if not, attach a separate sheet explaining why.) 

Will the proposed design, location, and manner of operation of the proposed Solar farm 
adequately protect the public health, safety and welfare, and the physical environment? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Will the proposed Solar Farm have a negative impact on the value of neighboring property? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Will the proposed Solar Farm have a negative impact on public utilities and on traffic circulation? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Farmland

Farmland and Residential

Farmland

Farmland

X

Once constructed, the operational term for the project is an initial

20-year term, with two ten year extensions, for a maximum of 40 years. 

X

The equipment moves imperceptibly slowly throughout the day, silently following the sun 
across the sky to maximize energy yield. There is no sound, smell, noise, pollution, emission, or 
other negative external impact attributable to the solar array’s operation. This Project will not 
be detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, moral, comfort, or general welfare.

Please read more on Page 14 of our application.

No. Please read Exhibit O: Property Values Report for more information. The report states, 
"“The conclusions support that there is no negative impact for improved residential homes 
adjacent to solar, nor agricultural acreage”. 

The Site's current use is agricultural production, and the neighboring properties are residences and 
agricultural fields. There are a few homes in the surrounding area, all of which are further away from 
the Project than the White County ordinance-required 150 feet. The Project will not impede traffic 
or cause disruption to neighbors. The Project will not impede the normal and orderly development 
and improvement of the surrounding properties. 



Will the proposed Solar Farm have an impact on the facilities near the proposed Solar Farm, such 
as schools or hospitals or airports that require special protection? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

No, there are no schools, hospitals, or airports near the Project Site. 



ATTACHMENTS REQUIRED: 

1. At the time the application is submitted or filed, a non-refundable Solar Farm Permit
Application Fee equal to $5,000 per megawatt (mW) of proposed nameplate capacity, up to
a maximum fee of $250,000 is to be paid by the applicant.

2. For entities governed by governing boards, a copy of the Board Resolution or Board Meeting
Minutes authorizing the governing board’s approval to carry out the requested project and
to authorize the submission to White County by a designated entity officer of the required
specific requests/applications/petitions is required to be submitted.

3. An area map and site plan from a certified Illinois licensed Engineer.

4. List of the names, current property tax addresses and property tax PIN numbers of property
owners located withing two-hundred fifty feet (250’) of the property AND those outside the
two-hundred fifty-foot (250’) perimeter who may be affected by activities conducted on the
property (e.g. effects of noise, strong outside lighting, additional traffic or traffic congestion,
glare, emissions into the air, etc.)

5. Decommissioning plan consistent with White County Ordinance 4-17-2024-3.



CERTIFICATION OF A SOLAR FARM PERMIT PETITION/APPLICATION/REQUEST 

I/We the undersigned, agree that the information herein and attached is true, I/We, the undersigned, do 
hereby permit officials and/or consultants of Whtie County, to enter the property described herein to 
complete a thorough review of this application. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant’s Printed/Typed Name: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ____________________________________ Date: ____________________ 

Property Owner’s Printed/Typed Name: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature:_____________________________________ Date:_____________________ 

Applicant’s Legal or other Representatives’ Printed/Typed Name: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature:______________________________________ Date:_____________________ 

STATEMENT OF CONFORMANCE: 

I/We, the undersigned, in making a Petition/Application/Request to White County for approval of a Solar 
Farm Construction Permit described in this application have reviewed the laws and regulations of White 
County to the extent that they are applicable to this proposal and understand that: I/We, the 
undersigned have no reasonable expectation of approval of this request until such time that a solar Farm 
Construction Permit is actually issued by White County and have been so notified of issuance in writing.  
I/We hereby acknowledge, attest to, and accept the following as conditions of obtaining a Solar Farm 
Construction Permit in White County, Illinois. 

• NO building, construction, alteration, or use may be started prior to the issuance of a Solar Farm
Permit.

• ALL building construction and all sit construction must conform to the plans and specification
approved by the Board.  No deviation from or revision to an approved plan may take place
without the prior written approval of the Board.

Hanks Hill Farm, LLC

8/1/2025

Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC - Buzz Becker

8/1/2025

N/A

Merrill Read
Text Box
On next pages
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• That any Permit, once issued, is Non-Transferrable to any other legal entity without the express
prior written approval of the Board.

• That ALL actions associated with this permit process shall be taken, processed, and interpreted
under the laws of the State of Illinois and White County and any legal remedies sought by any
party in connection with this Solar Farm Construction Permit shall be brought forth in the Courts
of White County, Illinois for adjudication.

• That if the applicant is an Agent representing the actual owners of multiple properties, or is a
lessor, that the Agent has in their possession signed documentation that the actual property
owners are aware of their legal responsibilities to be personally liable for the costs associated
with decommissioning if said lessor or Agent fails for any reason to meet this requirement of the
Solar Farm Construction Permit.

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant’s Printed/Typed Name: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:_____________________________________________ Date:________________________

Applicant’s Legal Representative Printed/Typed Name: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature:_____________________________________________ Date:_________________________ 

NOTE:  It is the responsibility of the Applicant to Notify the Board every 6 months once the Permit is 
issued. 

Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC - Buzz Becker

8/1/2025

N/A



NOTIFICATION OF SOLAR FARM CONSTRUCTION PERMIT – WHITE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

All persons shall be required to provide notice of Solar Farm construction in unincorporated areas of 
White County.  Failure to file a Notification of Solar Farm Construction Permit prior to starting 
construction shall constitute an offense punishable by fine up to $500.00 each day in which work 
proceeds and each day following completion of the structure shall constitute a separate offense. 

Step 1 – Supervisor of Assessments Office 
Phone 618-382-2332/ Sup of Assessments  

Company Name of Applicant/Petitioner:____________________________________________________ 

Contact Name and Title:_________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:______________________________ Email Address:_____________________________ 

Property #:___________________________________ Notification #:____________________________ 

Name of Property Owner(s):_____________________________________________________________ 

Current Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Property Owner Phone #:____________________________ Alternate #:_________________________ 

Estimated State Date:_______________________________ Cost Estimate:_______________________ 

Legal Description: 

Township Name:_________________ Sec:___________ Twp:____________ Range:________________ 

Legal Description:_____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lot/Land Size:________________________________ Tax Group Code:___________________________ 

Is the proposed development within or near the approximate flood plain as shown on FEMA Flood 
Hazard Boundary Maps? Yes:______________ No:______________  N/A:_________________ 

If yes, the developer must obtain a Development Permit for White County Highway Engineer 
prior to starting any construction. 

Has a development permit been approved? Yes:___________ No:_________ N/A: ________________ 

This acknowledgement satisfies the White County Notification Process. 

All other city, township, subdivisions and state ordinances must be followed! 

Signature _____________________________ Date ________________ 

Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC

Buzz Becker - Senior Director of Development

1601 Wewatta St, Suite 700, Denver CO 80202

888-734-3033 bbecker@pivotenergy.net

08-02-300-001

Hanks Hill Farm, LLC

1042 Meadowbrook Lane, Franklin, IN 46131

317-796-7402

02Phillips 04 10

10 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, EXCEPT A PART OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 2, BEING 

DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SOUTHWEST QUARTER; THENCE WEST 260 FEET; THENCE 

NORTH PARALLEL WITH THE EAST LINE OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER, 502.6 FEET, THENCE EAST 260 FEET TO THE EAST LINE OF SAID 

NORTHWEST OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER, THENCE SOUTH 502.6 FEET TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING, IN WHITE COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

ALL THAT PART OF THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, RANGE

12.23 acres of the 77-acre parcel PH002

X

N/A

8/1/25



Step 2 – Highway Dept. Engineer 
Phone: 618-382-4811 / Highway Department PO Box 396, Carmi, IL 62821 

Has the White County Highway Department Engineer reviewed the application?  Yes:_________ 
No:_________ 

Signature:_________________________________ Date:________________ 

Step 3 – New 911 Address 
Phone:  618-382-8911 / 314 E. Cherry St. #2, Carmi, IL 62821 

Your new locatable 911 address is:___________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________ City:____________________ Zip:_________________ 

Emergency Response Agencies: 

Ambulance:_____________________ Police:______________________ Fire:___________________ 

Is a paid Fire Contact required to have this fire department respond? Yes:_________ No:___________ 

Contact Phone Number for Fire Protection Contract:_____________________________________ 

Signature:_____________________________________ Date:_____________________________ 
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SITING PERMIT APPLICATION 
1. Commercial Solar Energy Facility Summary

Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC (Project and Applicant), an entity wholly owned by Pivot Energy (Pivot), is 
proposing the development and operation of a Commercial Energy Solar Facility in White County. The 
proposed Project will be a 2.73 Megawatts DC (MW DC) / 1.95 Megawatts AC (MW AC) single-axis tracker 
ground mount solar photovoltaic array. The estimated amount of electricity generated from the system will 
contribute to Illinois’s renewable energy goals and will benefit local energy consumers. The estimated 
generating capacity of the system will be approximately 1,653 megawatt hours per year (MWh/year), which 
would be equivalent to powering 560 residential homes. The Project will abide by the regulations required 
by 4-17-2024-3, White County, Illinois, Commercial Solar Energy Facility Siting Ordinance.  

The proposed Project, is located northwest of the intersection between County Road 2200 N and County 
Road 1625 E on parcel 08-02-300-001. The parcel is used as agricultural land. A CSEF is allowed as a 
conditional use subject to the siting ordinance. The solar array Project boundary will be setback at least 50 
feet from both County Road 2200 N, County Road 1625 E, and from all property boundaries. In addition, 
the Project will be at least 150 feet from all neighboring residential buildings. The solar array fencing 
components will begin at those setback distances and will encompass all Project infrastructure, including 
the solar array, equipment pad, transformer, and switchgear. The solar farm components will occupy a 
12.23-acre portion (within the 8’ Project fence) of the 77-acre parcel.  

Access to the Site will be off County Road 1625 N with a minimum 16’ gravel access road. The Project 
proposes underground electrical lines that will interconnect into the existing Ameren Illinois utility poles 
located off County Road 1625N and to the existing electrical substation, owned by Ameren, that is located 
west of the property on State Route 9. A site plan of the proposed Project is depicted in Photo 1, and is 
included as Exhibit A. 

Following necessary approvals, the Project would be built as one phase, with subsequent phases of solar 
project development anticipated to be applied as separate, individual permit applications for consideration, 
if appropriate, at later dates. Construction, once initiated for Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC, would be expected to 
take 4 to 8 months, with most of the construction within the first half of that timeframe, and would be 
expected to begin Q2 or Q3 2026.  

Pivot Energy, founded in 2009 in St. Louis, MO, will be the owner and operator of the Project throughout 
the Project’s life. Pivot Energy has developed over 1,000 solar projects nationwide and has 3.5 GW of 
projects built, awarded, or in development.  



pivotenergy.net 

2  

 

 
Photo 1. Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC Site Plan. 

 
Our proposed Project will not require utilities. The Project does not require sewage, waste, irrigation, 
lighting, potable water services, or buildings. It will not require trash or recycling services, or natural gas. 
The Project will require electrical service from Ameren, and Pivot Energy executed an interconnection 
agreement with the utility.  

The solar array will operate every day during daylight hours. The equipment moves imperceptibly slowly 
throughout the day, silently following the sun across the sky to maximize energy yield. There is no sound, 
smell, noise, pollution, emission, or other negative external impact attributable to the solar array’s 
operation. There will be 4,700 SILFAB SIL-580 XM+ 580 solar panels affixed to the ATI DuraTrack single-
axis tracker racking system. Throughout the array, at the end of the racking rows, there will be 16 CPS 
SCH125KTL-DO/US-600 125kW string inverters to convert the electricity generated from the panels to the 
transformer. The design and construction of the solar farm will meet standards and guidelines as provided 
by the nationally accepted electric code.  

The modules atop the single-axis tracking racking, at full tilt, wouldn’t exceed 12’ in height (at its highest 
point). At noon, when parallel with grade, the modules atop the racking will be at approximately 5-6’ in 
height. The driven pile foundation will be determined upon further geotechnical review and soil boring 
testing. Other electrical equipment, such as the utility meter, transformer, and switchgear, will not exceed 9’ 
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in height and will be placed upon a concrete equipment pad next to the access road, inside the Project 
fencing. All electrical wires and lines will be housed underground to the greatest extent possible, until 
requiring overhead poles to connect to the utility’s electric pole. The system is designed according to the 
National Electric Code and Ameren Illinois’ utility standard. The Project will also comply with all 
requirements of the White County Commercial Solar Energy Facility Siting Ordinance.  

2. Property Owners, Applicants and Legal Description  
Property Owners: Hanks Hill Farm, LLC 

Mailing Address: 1042 Meadowbrook Lane, Franklin, IN 46131 

Phone Number: (317) 796-7402 

Property Tax Parcel Number: 08-02-300-001 

(Lease Agreement & Deed included in Exhibit B) 
 
Applicant, Owner, and Operator: Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC 
 
Mailing Address: 1601 Wewatta St, Suite 700, Denver, CO 80202 

Contact: Buzz Becker 

Phone Number: 888-734-3033 
  

3. Site Plan  
Site Plan(s) for the CSEF are included as Exhibit A and include all available information that is 
required per 4-17-2024-3.  
 
The legal description for the full parent parcel of the Project is included below.  
 

Legal Description   

ALL THAT PART OF THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 2, 
TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, RANGE 10 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, EXCEPT A 
PART OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 
2, BEING DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID 
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SOUTHWEST QUARTER; THENCE WEST 260 FEET; THENCE 
NORTH PARALLEL WITH THE EAST LINE OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUARTER, 502.6 FEET, THENCE EAST 260 FEET TO THE EAST LINE OF SAID 
NORTHWEST OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER, THENCE SOUTH 502.6 FEET TO THE PLACE 
OF BEGINNING, IN WHITE COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
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4. Decommissioning Plan  
After the operational life of the facility is over, the Applicant will decommission the facility and restore the 
land. Pivot is bound by the lease and its termination provisions, which require all improvements and 
personal property from the Project to be removed, and to restore the property to similar existing conditions 
at the time of the lease effective date. This will involve the safe removal of all structural steel and 
aluminum, conductors, modules, inverters, transformers, concrete, and fencing. Any future uses would be 
able to proceed in the same manner they would if the solar array had never been built. The 
Decommissioning Plan prepared by HBK Engineering, is inclusive of the requirements set forth by 4-17-
2024-3, White County, Illinois, Commercial Solar Energy Facility Siting Ordinance, and is provided as 
Exhibit C.  

5. Due Diligence 
All required studies, reports, certifications, and approvals demonstrating compliance with the provisions of 
this ordinance are included/referenced in their accompanying exhibit. The Project will comply with all 
federal, state, and other applicable requirements.  
 
In addition to the agencies the Applicant consulted as required by 4-17-2024-3, White County, Illinois, 
Commercial Solar Energy Facility Siting Ordinance the Applicant sought consultation from the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA). On July 23, 2024, the Applicant utilized the FAA Notice Criteria Tool and 
received a determination that the Applicant's request does not exceed the Notice Criteria. No additional 
filing is required based on this screening. The Applicant also consulted with the Illinois State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) was contacted on October 7, 2024, to review the Site for any significant 
historic, architectural, or archeological resources. In the SHPO’s October 11, 2024, response they 
determined that there were no significant resources documented within the Site and that the Project is 
exempt.  This agency correspondence is included in Exhibit D. 

6. Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement 
A fully executed Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (AIMA) between the Applicant and the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture was executed on July 31, 2024 and is provided as Exhibit E. The Project will 
follow the stipulations described by the AIMA.  

7. Topographic Map 
A topographic map of the CSEF site and surrounding area is included as Exhibit F.  

8. Other Information required by the County 
The Applicant is providing all required information per 4-17-2024-3, White County, Illinois, Commercial 
Solar Energy Facility Siting Ordinance as part of this application; however, should the County identify that 
other information usually required as part of its permitting requirements for siting buildings or structures is 
necessary, the Applicant can provide additional information upon request.  
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9. Waivers 
No waivers from occupied community building owners and/or non-participating property owners are 
required because Applicant meets and/or exceeds all setback requirements per 4-17-2024-3, DESIGN 
AND INSTALLATION, G.   

10. Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) EcoCat 
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) was consulted through their Ecological Compliance 
Assessment Tool (EcoCAT) regarding any state-listed threatened or endangered species that may be 
located within the Project on August 2, 2024. The EcoCAT consultation was terminated on August 5, 2024 
following the Department’s evaluation of the submission and conclusion that adverse effects are unlikely 
and is valid for two years. This correspondence is included in Exhibit G. 

11. US Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS) Information for Planning 
and Consulting  

The Applicant consulted with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service’s Information for Planning and 
Consulting tool, IPaC, and received a list of threatened or endangered species list. This list details the 
potential mammals, birds, insects, flowering plants, and critical habitats that could occur on Site. In 
correspondence with Lincoln Oliver, a U.S Fish and Wildlife Service Biologist, he stated, “Projects with no 
federal nexus are not subject to section 7 consultation. Therefore, if the project proceeds as anticipated 
and no take of listed species will occur, no further coordination with the USFWS is required. If take is 
expected for private projects (e.g., tree clearing during the active season), coordination with USFWS is 
required via technical assistance. In these instances, we recommend to avoid and minimize take to the 
extent practicable.” This Site is an active agricultural field, and the Project will require no tree clearing, thus 
avoiding take to the greatest extent possible. This correspondence is detailed in Exhibit H.  

12. Avoidance of protected lands  
Applicant’s proposed location avoids Illinois land that is conserved or protected, as shown in Photos 2, 3 
and 4. Protected land includes lands that are under protection by public sectors, private sectors, 
municipalities, or the Illinois Nature Preserves Commission (INPC). Conserved land consists of the lands 
within the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), Forest Certification Plan, IDNR Ag 
Lease, or Wetland Mitigation Sites (https://sequestration.web.illinois.edu/currently-conserved/).   
 
Applicant also consulted the USGS Protected Areas Database of the United States (PAD-US) Data 
Explorer (https://maps.usgs.gov/padusdataexplorer/#/protected-areas) for both International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and Gap Analysis Project (GAP) protected statuses, neither of which 
intersect the project site.  
 
Further, Exhibit D, Exhibit G, and Exhibit H contain correspondence from SHPO, FEMA, IDNR, and 
USFWS to demonstrate that the Applicant is taking necessary measures to avoid protected land. 
 
 

https://sequestration.web.illinois.edu/currently-conserved/
https://maps.usgs.gov/padusdataexplorer/#/protected-areas


pivotenergy.net 

6  

 

 

 
Photo 2.  Illinois Ecosystems Services Planning Support System Conserved and Protected Sites in 

Illinois Map of the Site and Surrounding Areas. 
 

 
Photo 3.  USGS IUCN Map of the Site and Surrounding Areas. 
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Photo 4.  USGS GAP Map of the Site and Surrounding Areas. 

13. Any other requested information, as necessary 
Any other information requested by the County or consultants that is necessary to evaluate the siting 
application and operation of the Commercial Solar Energy Facility and to demonstrate that the Facility 
meets each of the regulations in this Ordinance including the special use standards set forth will be 
provided by the Applicant to the County or its consultants, as available and applicable.  

Design and Installation  
A. Design Safety Certification 

1) The proposed Project will comply with all American National Standards Institute (ANSI) standards, 
and all equipment used will be new and comply with White County’s design standards. The 
proposed equipment's UL certificates are included as Exhibit I.  

2) Following the granting of the Siting Permit, a structural engineer shall certify that the design of the 
CSEF is accepted to professional standards prior to building permit approval.  

B. Electrical Components 
All components of the CSEF will comply with local, state, and national codes and relevant national and 
international standards. 

C. Height 
No component of the solar array will exceed 20 feet, as required by White County. The solar array will 
reach approximately 12 feet at maximum tilt.  
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D. Aesthetics and Lighting 
1) The Project proposes vegetation screening along the southern, eastern, and part of the northern 

portion of the Project. This vegetative screening will screen the Project from the non-participating 
residences to the north and northeast, and from County Road 1625 E and County Road 2200 N.  

For landscaping, areas disturbed during construction will be replanted with a native grass mix 
including pollinator-friendly wildflowers to help keep weeds at bay and minimize erosion for the life 
of the Project. The use of native vegetation and/or pollinator-friendly seed mixes supports the 
habitat of bees, butterflies, wasps, flies, beetles, and other pollinator species needed for agriculture. 
The seed mix chosen will be native and local to the Illinois environment, which naturally allows the 
Site to be resilient to droughts and intense downpours. Native grasses and deep roots are more 
efficient than turf grass at absorbing run-off and are designed to not increase storm water runoff. 
Additionally, planting diverse mixes of native plants will prevent soil and nutrients from washing 
away, improve water quality and prevent soil loss.  

Examples of the vegetation beneath the panels and the tree screening are depicted in Photo 5. 
Final vegetative screening will be determined by a local ecologist to ensure the successful growth 
and longevity of vegetation in this region. Throughout the operations term of the system, the 
Applicant will be conducting maintenance visits to the site, approximately 2-4 times per year. As 
part of those visits, mowing or grazing will take place throughout the solar array rows, to ensure the 
height and placement of approved seed mix is maintained. 

 

Photo 5. Example of tree screening and pollinator-friendly seeding beneath solar panels. 

2) The Project doesn’t propose lighting.  

3) All wiring will be buried underground to the greatest extent possible until interconnecting to the 
existing Ameren infrastructure, in accordance with the AIMA.  

E. Fencing 
An 8-foot game fence will be installed to surround the perimeter of the solar equipment components, as 
depicted in Photo 6, and will include warning signs of the high voltage associated with solar PV technology. 
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Additionally, signage with emergency contact information will be affixed to the Project fence during 
construction and throughout the operational term of the Project. The fence will be at least 6 feet in height 
and no more than 25 feet.  

 

Photo 6. Fencing differences between chain link (left) and agricultural style fencing (right). 

F. Warnings 
The Project proposes a “Knox Box” on the Project gate for emergency personnel to gain access to the Site. 
An 8-foot fence will surround the Project components and will include warning signs of the high voltage 
associated with solar PV technology. Additionally, signage with emergency contact information will be 
affixed to the Project fence during construction and throughout the operational term of the Project. Photo 7 
depicts examples of signage that will be affixed to the fence. Anchor points and guy wires will be visibly 
marked up to a height of fifteen feet. 

 
 

Photo 7. Examples of signage proposed along the Project fence. 
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G. Setback Requirements  
1.a) The solar array Project boundary will be setback at least 150 feet from all dwellings on non-
participating properties, to the nearest point on the outside wall of the structure. There are no community 
buildings near the Project.  

1.b) The solar array Project boundary will be setback at least 150 feet from all non-participating residences. 

1.c) There are no adjacent participating properties.  

1.d) The solar array Project boundary will be setback at least 50 feet from all property boundaries. 

1.e) The solar array Project boundary will be setback at least 50 feet from all Right-of-Way, including 
County Road 1625 E and County Road 2200 N.  
 
The solar array fencing components will begin at those setback distances and will encompass all Project 
infrastructure including the solar array, equipment pad, transformer, and switchgear. Setback distances are 
shown on the site plan, Exhibit A.  
 
2) There are no waivers being requested by the Project for the setbacks required in the White County 
Ordinance.  

H. Compliance with Additional Regulations 
All components of the CSEF will comply with local, state, and national codes and relevant national and 
international standards. 

I. Use of Public Roads  
1) The Applicant initiated correspondence with the White County Engineer in July 2025. The 

correspondence to date is included as Exhibit J. The Applicant is working with the County Engineer 
to meet the requirements of 4-17-2024-3, DESIGN AND INSTALLATION, G. A final RUA will be in 
place prior to submitting a building permit, as well as obtain applicable weight and size permits, as 
necessary.  

2) The Applicant understands that a pre-construction baseline survey will be required to determine 
existing road conditions for assessing future damage. All roads to be utilized by the Project have 
been identified and approved in writing by the County Engineer. A Road Use Agreement will be 
executed prior to the building permit application. 

3) All repairs to be made will be brought to the County Board for approval.  

J. Site Assessment 
Prior to submitting for a building permit, the Applicant will provide White County and the County Engineer 
with a soil and geotechnical report conducted by a third-party engineer.  
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K. Noise Levels
A noise report from a qualified professional is included as Exhibit K, inclusive of manufacturer’s 
information on sound power level characteristics and relevant data on noise characteristics for a competent 
noise analysis. The noise level related to the Project will be in compliance with all applicable Illinois 
Pollution Control Board (IPCB) regulations. From the fence line, the Project will not be audible, and all 
decibel levels are below the allowable octave band listed in Subtitle H: Noise, Parts 901 of the IPCB 
Administrative Code. 

L. Agricultural Impact Mitigation
A fully executed Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (AIMA) between the Applicant and the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture is provided as Exhibit E. The Project will follow the stipulations described by the 
AIMA. 

M. [Missing]

N. [Missing]

O. As-Built Map and Plans
The Applicant will complete an “as-built” survey once the construction is completed. The plans, stamped by 
a professional engineer, will be provided to the County.  

P. Engineer’s Certificate
Engineer’s certificate is provided as Exhibit L. 

Q. Conformance with Approved Application and Plans
The Applicant agrees to construct and operate the CSEF in substantial conformance with the 
construction plans contained in a County-approved submitted Siting Permit application, conditions 
placed upon the operation of the Facility, 4-17-2024-3, White County, Illinois CSEF Siting Ordinance, 
and all applicable state, federal and local laws and regulations. Exhibit M includes the proposed plan and 
typical construction details. 

R. Additional Terms and Conditions
1) The attached plans in Exhibit A are qualified by a professional engineer and adhere to the White

County ordinance and other relevant codes.
2) The Applicant understands that the County may retain a qualified code inspector during and after

construction and that the Applicant will reimburse the County for said costs.
3) The Applicant understands the Siting Permit is binding to the Applicant and any successors or

assignees.
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4) The Applicant will provide an executed road use agreement prior to applying for a building permit.  

Operation 
A. Maintenance  

Annual Report  
1) The Applicant will submit a report annually on the anniversary date of the Permit application to 

include the following:  
(i) General description of any physical repairs, replacements or modification(s) to the CSEF 

and/or its infrastructure; 
(ii) Complaints pertaining to setbacks, noise, appearance, safety, lighting, and use of any public 

roads received by the Applicant concerning the CSEF and the resolution of such complaints; 
(iii) Calls for emergency services;  
(iv) Status of liability insurance; and 
(v) A general summary of service calls to the CSEF. 

2) Any significant modifications to the Project, such as mechanical load, or major electrical 
components, shall be re-certified under Section VI(A)(1).  

B. Coordination with Emergency Responders 
1) The Applicant will work with local emergency responders in accordance with the White County 

ordinance. During construction, the Site and Emergency Plan will be given to the local fire 
department and White County Emergency Services to review the Project’s emergency response 
plan. The Applicant shared the proposed site plan and project details with Crossville Fire 
Department, and this correspondence is included in Exhibit N.  

2) The Applicant will provide training to the local emergency response authorities to prepare for proper 
emergency response. In addition, the Project proposes a “knox box” on the Project gate for 
emergency personnel to gain access to the Site. An 8-foot fence will surround the Project 
components and will include warning signs of the high voltage associated with solar PV technology.  

3) The Applicant has included a draft Emergency Plan as Exhibit N. All of the ordinance-required 
information is included in the plan.  

4) The Project will comply with all other applicable life safety, fire, and emergency response laws and 
regulations.  

C. Water, Sewer, Materials Handling, Storage and Disposal 
1) All solid wastes related to construction, operation, and maintenance of the Project will be removed 

from the site promptly and in accordance with all local, state, and federal laws.  
2) Any hazardous materials related to construction, operation, and maintenance of the Project will be 

handled, stored, and transported and disposed of in accordance with all local, state, and federal 
laws.  
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3) No septic is proposed for the Project, however the Applicant agrees to comply with all regulations 
as required by the Department of Health and the Illinois Department of Public Health.  

D. Signage 
The Applicant will post required signage at the base of all pad-mounted transformers and substations, 
and at all entrances to the CSEF.   

E. Drainage Systems   
The Applicant has reviewed and will comply with this section of the ordinance, the lease, and the fully 
executed AIMA. A drain tile survey will be completed prior to applying for a building permit. 

Liability Insurance and Indemnification 
The Applicant shall maintain the required coverages and report to White County on an annual basis 
beginning with the issuance of a CSEF Building Permit, and agrees to the stipulations herein the Liability 
Insurance and Indemnification section.   

Decommissioning and Site Reclamation Plan Required  
The Decommissioning Plan with cost estimation is included as Exhibit C. The Applicant agrees to provide 
a Decommissioning Agreement and post the required Financial Assurances for the benefit of White County 
prior to receiving any building permit for the CSEF. The Decommissioning Agreement and Financial 
Assurance shall comply with 55 ILCS 5/5-12020. The Decommissioning Plan, cost estimations, and 
Financial Assurances will be updated to the benefit of the County periodically as required by the AIMA. 

The Decommissioning Plan completed by a third party, an Illinois Licensed Professional Engineer, is 
included as Exhibit C. The cost estimate for decommissioning the Project, excluding salvage value, is 
$416,468.04. After the operational life of the facility is over, the Applicant will decommission the facility and 
restore the land to its original condition. Pivot is bound by the lease and its termination provisions, which 
require all improvements and personal property from the Project to be removed and to restore the property 
to similar existing conditions at the time of the lease effective date. This will involve the safe removal of all 
structural steel and aluminum, conductors, modules, inverters, transformers, concrete and fencing. Any 
future uses would be able to proceed in the same manner they would if the solar array had never been 
built. The Applicant has also entered into an Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (AIMA) with the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture and will adhere to updating the cost at intervals prescribed in the AIMA. 
The AIMA is included as Exhibit E. These agreements are binding upon the owner or operator and any of 
their successors, assigns, or heirs.  

Prior to decommissioning, proper erosion and sediment controls will be put in place. The solar modules will 
be removed and placed on palettes. The solar industry plans to repurpose older solar modules for 
charitable solar projects, projects in developing countries, or other projects, which can benefit from these 
modules that have a useful life beyond 30 years. Decommissioning will occur within 12 months of the end 
of life of the Project or facility abandonment. 
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The racking systems used to attach the solar modules and the perimeter fence are comprised of steel and 
aluminum. There are also copper and aluminum conductors throughout the Site that also have generic 
salvage value. These raw materials will be removed and recycled. These raw materials have inherent 
salvage value which serves as a financial benefit to the decommissioning process. 

We plan to remove all above-grade and below-grade equipment, including, but not limited to, solar 
modules, inverters, combiner boxes, wire, conductor, conduit, racking, concrete, fence, and other 
miscellaneous components. Solar modules and valuable raw material have inherent salvage value and will 
be recycled and/or sold accordingly. The remaining equipment will be removed from Site and disposed of 
per applicable disposal standards of the respective material and authority having jurisdiction in the area.  

The Site will be smoothed out and reseeded with a locally approved seed mix after the equipment removal 
has occurred. In some cases, the landowner requests the Site not be reseeded, but rather left open, so 
they may plant a desired agricultural use at that time (ex: farmer may prefer plant corn instead of native 
seed mix). Removal of all equipment and revegetation of the Site will be completed within 12 months of the 
end of the Project life. 

Remedies 
Applicant has reviewed and understands the requirements under this section of the ordinance. 

Fee Schedule and Permitting Processes   
The Applicant has reviewed and understands the requirements under this section of the ordinance. 
Applicant has submitted a certified check to the County for the Application Fee equal to $5,000 per 
megawatt of proposed nameplate capacity, for a total of $9,750.00. Should the actual costs to the County 
exceed the submitted application fee, the Applicant will be responsible to additional costs to the County.  

Hearing Factors  
1. The establishment, maintenance or operation of the CSEF will not be 

detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, morals, comfort or 
general welfare.  

Community solar gardens are low-impact and are good neighbors. The Project will not diminish property 
values or endanger the safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. The equipment moves 
imperceptibly slowly throughout the day, silently following the sun across the sky to maximize energy yield. 
There is no sound, smell, noise, pollution, emission, or other negative external impact attributable to the 
solar array’s operation. This Project will not be detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, moral, 
comfort, or general welfare. 

The development of clean, renewable energy will benefit the surrounding community. Providing clean 
energy resources to the community will improve health and welfare, and aid in the county’s conservation 
and economic development goals to provide businesses and residents with an opportunity to lower their 
operating expenses.  Pivot Energy is subscribing shares of the solar garden with local businesses, 
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residents, school districts, low-income housing authorities, and municipalities with long-term contracts to 
save money on their electricity bills. Community solar will also bolster the utilities’ distribution grid, to 
support the local electrical infrastructure.  

2. The CSEF will not be injurious to the uses and enjoyment of other properties in 
the immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially 
diminish and impair property values of surrounding properties.  

All community solar gardens in Illinois are required to pay property taxes to local taxing bodies, further 
supporting the local real estate assessment of a localized area. The proposed project, based on the 
statewide methodology for calculating property taxes for solar energy systems, will generate approximately 
$81,474 in property taxes over a 20-year term. The solar energy valuation will substantially increase the 
property taxes collected from the current land use.  

A property value report were prepared by CohnReznick. Within the attached report included as Exhibit O 
they found that “no consistent negative impact has occurred to adjacent property values that could be 
attributed to proximity to the adjacent solar farm.” Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC is located in a agricultural 
community and will similarly not diminish property values. The overall report stated that, “The conclusions 
support that there is no negative impact for improved residential homes adjacent to solar, nor agricultural 
acreage”. In addition, studies performed in LaSalle and Winnebago Counties in Illinois have concluded that 
solar PV ground mount arrays had not affected property values, when comparing the analyzed sale prices 
of single-family homes and agricultural land that adjoins solar farms. Overall, the Project will not diminish 
the value of land on the surrounding properties. 

The Project will neither be a hardship to the individual property owner nor the public. The development of 
clean, renewable energy will benefit the surrounding community. The Property taxes from the project will 
increase Crossville and White County’s budgets, and the Project will be a silent neighbor once constructed. 
Farming activities will continue for the foreseeable future on the remaining portions of the property. The 
property owner will benefit from diversifying their farm's income stream with stable, non-price-dependent 
earnings and continue to keep the land in their family. Under the executed Agricultural Impact Mitigation 
Agreement, the Applicant shall maintain site infrastructure, such as drain tiles, in well-working condition 
and decommission the Project. After the life of the Project is complete, the Project will be decommissioned, 
and the landowner can resume farming practices on that portion of the Site.  

3. The establishment of the CSEF will not impede the normal and orderly 
development and improvement of the surrounding properties.  

The Site's current use is agricultural production, and the neighboring properties are residences and 
agricultural fields. There are a few homes in the surrounding area, all of which are further away from the 
Project than the White County ordinance-required 150 feet. The Project will not impede traffic or cause 
disruption to neighbors. The Project will not impede the normal and orderly development and improvement 
of the surrounding properties.  

4. Adequate public utilities, access roads, drainage and/or necessary facilities 
have been or will be provided.  
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A Commercial Solar Energy Facility (CSEF) is a suitable use for this Site. Not only is it flat, free of 
protected natural resources and floodplains, but it is also close to existing Ameren transmission 
infrastructure off County Road 1625 E and down the road from an Ameren substation. The Project 
proposes tree screening on the east and south boundaries from the road, and to the north from the non-
participating residence. The proposed Project will not require utilities. The Project does not require sewage, 
waste, irrigation, or potable water services. It will not require trash or recycling services or natural gas. All 
of these factors being considered support that the Project is suitable for the chosen Site.  

The Project will not have a negative effect on drainage facilities or public property. The natural drainage of 
the Site will not be altered, and culverts will be included in the access road, as necessary. Much of the 
project will be pervious materials, to allow for adequate drainage of the Site. Minimal grading will be 
required for this Project, and therefore existing surface water drainage and subsurface drainage systems 
will retain existing drainage patterns. As required by state law under the Project’s executed Agricultural 
Impact Mitigation Agreement (AIMA), the Applicant will survey the land to identify where drain tiles are 
located, as to properly avoid them in our design and construction plan. In addition, the only public 
properties near the Project are the adjacent right-of-ways for County Road 1625E and County Road 
2200N. The Applicant is pursuing agreements with the County Engineer and Township Highway 
Commissioner to ensure the location of the Project’s access is agreeable.  

5. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide ingress and egress 
so designed as to minimize traffic congestion in the public streets.  

As previously described, the Applicant is pursuing road use agreements with the County Engineer and 
Township Highway Commissioner to ensure that the Project’s access location is agreeable. These 
agreements will also cover requirements regarding traffic congestion during construction activities, to which 
the Applicant will adhere. 
 
Throughout the operations term of the project, the Applicant will conduct maintenance visits to the site, 
approximately two to four times per year. These are typically single-occupancy vehicle visits and would not 
be anticipated to cause any traffic congestion on the public streets.  
 

6. The proposed CSEF is not contrary to the objectives of the current 
comprehensive plan of the County (if any).  

White County does not have a comprehensive plan to evaluate in relation to this proposed project. The 
Applicant is providing an application in accordance with 4-17-2024-3 that meets or exceeds the required 
criteria in the ordinance. 

7. The CSEF shall, in all other respects, conform to the applicable regulations of 
this Ordinance and the zoning district in which it is located (if a zoning 
ordinance is in effect), except as such regulations may, in each instance, be 
modified pursuant to the recommendations of and approved by the County 
Board. 
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The current use of the site is agricultural and a CSEF is a conditional use as compliant with 4-17-2024-3. 
After signing a lease with Hanks Hill Farm in 2023, the Applicant has conducted extensive due diligence on 
the Site and with the utility to determine the suitability of the Site for a CSEF. In addition, on March 18, 
2025, the Applicant held a Community Meeting at the Crossville Community Center, where all landowners 
within 1,000 feet of the Project parcel were invited to learn more about the Project and community solar 
projects. As part of the community benefits package that the Project will bring to White County, the 
Applicant is also dedicated to donating $9,750 ($5,000 per megawatt) to a local non-profit organization that 
supports land stewardship, workforce development, or energy burden reduction. The Applicant is dedicated 
to making a positive impact in White County and being a responsible community member and owner-
operator. 
   



Pivot Solar 8 LLC – Decommissioning Plan 
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EXHIBIT A: SITE PLAN  
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Overview 
 

Pivot Energy is proposing to construct a community solar facility on the west side of County Rd 1625 E and 

north of County Rd 2200 N.  The facility will be located on the southerly portion of Parcel 0802300001 (77 

acres).  The proposed fenced solar panels utilize 12.07 acres of Parcel 0802300001.  The entirety of the 

lease area is currently used for the farming of row crops.    

 

The Decommissioning Plan has been prepared to provide the general scope of work and construction cost 

estimated for the decommissioning and assurance process.  This document outlines the decommissioning 

activities required to restore the site to a meadow condition. 

 

The solar energy generating facility will produce power using photovoltaic (PV) panels mounted on ground 

supported galvanized metal piles.  The facility will generally include equipment pads, perimeter security 

fencing, underground electrical conduits, utility poles with overhead wires, and a gravel access driveway. 

 

The decommissioning costs have been estimated for facility deconstruction, material disposal, and site 

restoration.  The reported costs include labor, materials, equipment, contractor’s overhead, and profit; the 

labor costs have been estimated using regional labor rates.   

 

Facility Deconstruction 
 

The owner or operator shall notify the County Planner by certified mail of the proposed date of 

discontinued operations and plans for removal.  All elements of the facility are to be deconstructed and 

removed from the site for reuse, recycling, or disposal within 90 days after the end of energy production. 

 

The deconstruction of the solar generating facility shall generally include the removal of all solar electric 

systems, enclosures, cabling, electrical components, roads, foundations, pilings, and other associated 

facility components.  A significant portion of the photovoltaic system at the facility includes recyclable or 

re-saleable components, including copper, aluminum, galvanized steel, and PV modules.  Because of this 

reuse/resale value, these components will likely be disassembled and salvaged rather than demolished and 

disposed.  Disassembled materials will be salvaged for reuse or sold to decrease project costs. 

 

Prior to the start of deconstruction, Pivot Energy (or current owner/operator) will coordinate with the local 

electric utility company to disconnect the facility from the power grid.  Once disconnection to the utility is 

made, all electrical equipment that manages the solar energy generation will be disconnected from the PV 

modules.  Electrical connections to the panels will be cut at each panel and the panels removed from the 

supporting framework.  The photovoltaic mounting system framework will be dismantled and recycled.  

The framework’s galvanized support piles will be completely removed and recycled. 

 

Along with the PV modules, inverters, transformers, meters, fans, lighting fixtures, and other electrical 

equipment will be removed from the facility.  The term “hazardous” will be defined by the laws and 

regulations in effect at the time of decommissioning.  However, in the event of a total fracture of a PV 

panel, their interior materials are silicon-based and may not be considered hazardous materials.  Disposal 

of these materials at a landfill will be governed by State and Public Local Laws of White County, including 

the Code of Illinois Regulations (COILR) governing waste disposal at county area landfills, as may be 

amended from time to time. 

 

After removal of the electrical equipment the remaining elements of the facility will be deconstructed and 

removed, including fencing and gates, driveways and access roads, parking areas, equipment foundations 
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and slabs, buried conduit and cabling, and other features installed for the security, maintenance, and 

operation of the facility.  Above ground electric cables and utility poles that are not owned by the power 

utility will be removed, along with associated equipment (isolation switches, fuses, metering) and holes will 

be filled with clean earth and/or topsoil.  Facilities owned by the utility company will be removed by the 

utility company at their expense.  Where feasible or required, materials removed will be diverted from 

disposal to recycling. 

 

Pivot Energy (or current owner/operator) will consult with the landowner and highway authority to 

determine if the access driveway on County Rd 1625 E should remain in service to the landowner.  If the 

driveway is to be removed, the contractor will remove all surface and base coarse materials and restore 

the roadway shoulder per applicable highway standards.  Where feasible or required, materials removed 

will be diverted from disposal to recycling.  Drainage culvert pipe, if any, will be removed and the roadside 

drainage ditch re-established to its pre-construction cross section and longitudinal slope.  All disturbed 

area will be backfilled with suitable earth fill and topsoil and restored with native vegetation. 

 

Erosion and sediment control measures will be installed prior to deconstruction activities and will be 

maintained until restoration of the site is completed.  Protection measures include a stabilized construction 

entrance, silt fence, concrete washout stations, and ground stabilization practices. The owner/operator will 

restore the surface of the project site to its pre-construction condition.  See Site Restoration section for 

additional information. 

 

If at the time of decommissioning existing regulations require creation and approval of a Sediment and 

Erosion Control Plan for the deconstruction work, the owner/operator will submit such a plan to the 

appropriate jurisdictional authority.  Deconstruction work at the site will not commence until approval is 

granted and all erosion control measures are installed. 

 

Noise levels at and near the project site will temporarily increase during deconstruction of the facility.  

Efforts will be made to minimize the nuisance, such as using proper equipment for removal of the support 

piles and electrical equipment.  Hours of work are assumed to be limited to 8 a day and during daylight.  

Vehicle traffic in the area may increase temporarily due to crew and equipment movements.  A road use 

agreement may be required by the highway authority during decommissioning work.  The contractor will 

provide appropriate sanitary facilities on site for the workers.  

 

Material Disposal 
 

Many of the components that comprise the solar energy generation facility can be reused or recycled.  The 

deconstruction contractor will take care during disassembly of the photovoltaic panels and electric 

equipment to prevent damage to reusable elements.  Other salvageable materials will be collected, 

stockpiled, and removed from the site for reuse or recycling.  Materials without salvage value will be 

removed and disposed of in accordance with applicable local, state, and federal regulations. 

 

Pivot Energy (or current owner/operator) and the deconstruction contractor will make best efforts to 

salvage materials for reuse or recycling.  Materials anticipated to be recycled or salvaged for reuse include 

PV panels, panel framework and support piles, panel tracker equipment, power inverters, electrical 

transformers, electric panels and equipment, equipment enclosures, conduits and handholes, electric 

cable, fencing, concrete foundations and slabs, and gravel.  With permission from the landowner, gravel 

from the access driveway, road and parking areas may be reused as general fill on-site as part of the 

restoration process.   
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All materials not salvaged for reuse will be separated and sorted for recycling or disposal prior to transport 

from the site.  After all materials have been removed the contractor will perform a thorough walkdown of 

the site and adjacent land to collect and remove any debris or trash that remains from the deconstruction 

process.  Erosion control measures will remain in place and be maintained until site restoration is 

completed and then be removed for disposal. 

 

Site Restoration 
 

The objective of the restoration phase of the decommissioning is to restore the project site to the 

topographic and vegetated conditions that existed immediately prior to construction of the solar energy 

generation facility.  Ground that was altered or disturbed for construction and de-construction of the 

facility will be filled and/or graded to approximate the elevation and contour of the land pre-construction.  

Composition and quality of soil to be imported for filling and grading purposes will be coordinated with the 

landowner. 

 

Filling will be required in areas where gravel has been removed, including the access road, vehicle parking 

and vehicle turnaround areas.  Filling will also be required at locations of electrical equipment foundation 

removal.  The areas will be graded to blend with the slope and elevation of adjacent ground.  If the access 

road entrance driveway is removed as part of the decommissioning, grading will be required to re-establish 

the cross-sectional shape and longitudinal slope of the roadside drainage ditch. 

 

After removal of the fencing, PV panels, support framework, and piles, the area previously occupied by the 

solar array will be evaluated to determine the type and amount of restoration needed.  Holes and ruts will 

be filled with approved soil and graded to blend with adjacent ground.  Areas of uneven ground that have 

developed as a result of facility operations and that may inhibit drainage of stormwater will be contoured 

to re-establish unobstructed flow of runoff.  Since no site grading is proposed for installation of the solar 

array it is anticipated that there will be minimal to no need for regarding the project site, outside those 

areas specifically noted herein. 

 

All areas of bare ground within the project limits will be stabilized with a seed/mulch covering applied by 

hydroseeding.  Composition of seed mix will be coordinated with the landowner and in compliance with 

applicable county regulations.  Mix and application method for seeding within County Rd 1625 E right-of-

way, if required, will be coordinated with the applicable jurisdiction.  

 

Sediment and erosion control measures will remain in place until vegetation is established, as defined by 

applicable regulations.  Any area disturbed by the removal of erosion control measures will be suitably 

repaired with topsoil and seed to promote the infill of vegetated groundcover. 

 

Permitting Requirement 
 

Based on current regulatory requirements, the following approvals and/or permits will be required for 

decommissioning work to be performed: 

 

• Coverage under “General NPDES Permit No. ILR10” for Storm Water Discharges from Construction 

Site Activities, administered by the Illinois EPA 

• Building or Site Development Permit, administered by local and/or county authority 

 

The applicability of these approvals/permits will be reviewed at the time of decommissioning.  At that 



DECOMMISSIONING PLAN  IL 75 COMMUNITY SOLAR PROJECT 

 

2101 W. Carrol Ave.  
Chicago, IL 60612 5 

time, the owner/operator will also review and apply for any new regulatory approvals that may have been 

enacted after the facility was put into operation. 

 

Schedule 
 

The duration of the decommissioning process is anticipated to be three to six (3-6) months.  This includes 

time for application for permit approvals, mobilization, and deconstruction/restoration of the site.  Once 

the facility is disconnected from the power grid, activities to remove all materials and restore the site are 

anticipated to be completed within 3 months.  Deconstruction and restoration work will occur outside of 

the winter season. 

 

Decommissioning Cost Estimate 
 

The estimated cost to deconstruct the solar energy generation facility and restore the land is provided as 

Exhibit A – Probable Decommissioning Cost.  Pricing is based on current labor, equipment, and material 

costs for similar work in the region.  It is anticipated that the estimate will be reviewed every five (5) years 

and adjusted as necessary to reflect changes in unit costs and/or external influences on the scope of work. 

 

According to the Solar AIMA, the Financial Assurance shall be phased in over the first eleven (11) years of 

the project as follows: 

 

1. On or before the first anniversary of the Commercial Operation Date, the Facility Owner shall 

provide White County with Financial Assurance to cover ten (10) percent of the estimated costs of 

Deconstruction of the Facility as determined in the Deconstruction Plan.  

2. On or before the sixth anniversary of the Commercial Operation Date, the Facility Owner shall 

provide White County with Financial Assurance to cover fifty (50) percent of the estimated costs of 

Deconstruction of the Facility as determined in the Deconstruction Plan.  

3. On or before the eleventh anniversary of the Commercial Operation Date, the Facility Owner shall 

provide White County with Financial Assurance to cover one hundred (100) percent of the 

estimated costs of Deconstruction of the Facility as determined in the updated Deconstruction Plan 

provided during the tenth year of commercial operation. 

 

 

- - End of Plan - - 
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Exhibit A – Probable Decommissioning Cost 

 

 

  



PROBABLE DECOMMISSIONING COST

IL 75 SOLAR PROJECT

DC System: 2726.00 kW

AC System: 1950.00 kW

Date: 6/13/2025

ID ITEM DESCRIPTION QTY UNIT UNIT COST ITEM TOTAL TOTAL

DECONSTRUCTION

1 PV Panel Removal 4,700 EA $2.47 $11,625.31

2 Inverter, Disconnection and Removal 16 EA $693.18 $11,090.80

3 Transformer, Disconnection and Removal 1 EA $6,160.75 $6,160.75

4 Racking Piles Removal (~17' long, 11 lbs/ft, ~1 per 5 modules) 940 EA $25.97 $24,407.49

5 Racking (torque tubes & supports, 8 tubes/day, 10 lbs/ft) 8 EA $190.03 $1,520.28

6 Tracker Motors (50 lbs/motor) 2 EA $41.65 $83.30

7 DC Wiring (~0.05 lbs/ft) 51,076 LF $1.06 $54,231.44

8 AC Wiring (~0.37 lbs/ft) 7,661 LF $0.51 $3,882.48

9 Fencing (~3 lbs/ft) 2,924 LF $3.05 $8,925.88

10 General Demolition 2 DAYS $3,949.11 $7,898.22

11 Utility Pole Removal 5 EA $482.63 $2,413.14

12 Landscaping Removal 1 LS $5,019.34 $5,019.34

13 Culvert Removal 1 DAYS $6,160.75 $6,160.75

14 Switchgear (2500 lb), Disconnection and Removal 1 EA $12,321.51 $12,321.51

15 Electrician Crew 5 DAYS $2,413.14 $12,065.71

16 Equipment Pad, Removal 1 LS $1,809.86 $1,809.86

17 Transportation Costs (2 trucks/day, 80 days, 8 hrs/day, $80/hr) 160 Truck-days $772.21 $123,552.89

SUBTOTAL $293,169.14

SITE RESTORATION

18 Seeding (hydroseed) 6 AC $5,650.00 $33,900.00

19 Site Cleanup 12 AC $603.29 $7,239.43

20 Excavation, Material Removal (gravel, concrete) 403 CY $24.13 $9,724.96

SUBTOTAL $50,864.39

OTHER COSTS

21 Contractor Profit 10% % $344,033.53 $34,403.35

22 Contractor Overhead 5% % $344,033.53 $17,201.68

23 Contractor Insurance 2% % $344,033.53 $6,880.67

24 Permit Fees 1 LS $2,324.80 $2,324.80

25 Mobilization 1 LS $11,624.00 $11,624.00

SUBTOTAL $72,434.50

SALVAGE COSTS

26 Modules Available for Reuse/Repurposing in 2029 4,700 EA -$48.09 -$226,001.15

27 Cost of Recycling Modules in 2029 0 EA $25.95 $0.00

28 CPS SCH125KTL Inverter Scrap Value 16 EA -$36.54 -$584.60

29 Transformer Scrap Value 1 EA -$7,525.50 -$7,525.50

30 MV Cable Scrap Value 7,661 LF -$0.12 -$882.73

31 Cable Scrap Value 51,076 LF -$0.15 -$7,660.92

32 Scrap Steel 231,710 LB -$0.10 -$24,051.50

SUBTOTAL -$266,706.39

GRAND TOTAL (Excluding Salvage Costs) $416,468.04

GRAND TOTAL (Including Salvage Costs) $149,761.65

1. Costs derived from 2021 RS Means manual Sitework & Landscape Costs, extrapolated to 

2025 using ENR Construction Cost Indexes.

2. Material salvage values are based upon estimated 5 year future salvage values.

1
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Exhibit B – Site Plan 
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SITE SPECIFICATIONS
· PARCEL ID: 0802300001
· ZONING SETBACKS: MINIMUM 50' FROM PARCEL BOUNDARY. MINIMUM

150' FROM RESIDENCES.
· UTILITY: AMEREN ILLINOIS
·· INTERCONNECTION SERVICE VOLTAGE: 12.47kv

· ASHRAE 2% AVG HIGH TEMP: 34°c
· ASHRAE EXTREME LOW TEMP: -19°c
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POLE MOUNTED EQUIPMENT
· CUSTOMER POLE #2: CUSTOMER RECLOSER
· CUSTOMER POLE #1: MAIN GENERATOR DISCONNECT
- POINT OF COMMON COUPLING (POCC)
· UTILITY POLE #2: PRIMARY METER
· UTILITY POLE #1: UTILITY RECLOSER

UNDERGROUND MV RUN FROM
STEP-UP XFMR TO RISER ~565'

POTENTIAL TREE REMOVAL FOR
SHADE MITIGATION (~1.50 ACRES)

VEGETATIVE BUFFER

RESERVED FOR
FUTURE EXPANSION

RESERVED FOR
FUTURE EXPANSION

30' UTILITY OFFSET

50' WETLAND SETBACK
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EXHIBIT D: AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE (SHPO, 
FAA, FEMA, WETLANDS)   
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White County
Crossville
   New Construction, Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC Solar
   NWC CR 1625 E & CR 2200 N
   SHPO Log #010072924
 
October 11, 2024
 
Liz Reddington
Pivot Energy
1 West Monroe, Suite 400
Chicago, IL 60603
 
Thank you for your submission of the proposed solar development (Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC) located 
immediately southwest of 2227 County Road 1625 in Crossville, Illinois, which we received on 7/29/24 with 
additional information received on 10/7/24 (SHPO Log# 010072924). Due to permitting from the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency, our comments are required by the Illinois State Agency Historic 
Resources Preservation Act (20 ILCS 3420) and its implementing rules (17 IAC 4180) (Act).

We concur with the established Area of Potential Effects (APE). The SHPO has determined that the subject 
property is not eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Additionally, the 
SHPO has determined that the indirect APE contains the following properties eligible for listing on the 
NRHP, under Criterion C, for Architecture, with a local level of significance:

 2240 County Rd. 1625 E

Our files do not identify any known archaeological sites within the direct APE, nor is it within a high 
probability area for archaeological resources as defined in the Act. Accordingly, this project is EXEMPT 
from archaeological survey requests pursuant to Section 6 of the Act. An archaeological survey is not 
required under state law as there is no public funding nor is it on public land. Since the area has never been 
surveyed for archaeological resources, however, it is possible that historic properties are present but remain 
unidentified. Please consider assisting the State of Illinois in its efforts to preserve and protect historic 
resources by sharing with us the results of any due diligence archaeological surveys. Early awareness of the 
presence of historic properties may help prevent unanticipated discoveries and potential construction delays. 
If any archaeological materials are encountered during construction, this office must be notified. This letter 
is not a clearance for purposes of the Illinois Human Remains Protection Act (20 ILCS 3440). 

The project meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and will not adversely affect 
any historic properties. The project as proposed may proceed.
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If the project’s scope of work changes from that which has been submitted to and approved by this office, 
you must email those changes to Darius Bryjka (Darius.Bryjka@Illinois.gov) for review and comment. 
Failure to submit project changes for review and comment may result in an adverse effect determination 
pursuant to the Act. 

Sincerely,

Carey L. Mayer, AIA    
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
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EXHIBIT E: AGRICULTURAL IMPACT MITIGATION 
AGREEMENT (AIMA)   
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EXHIBIT F: TOPOGRAPHIC MAP  
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EXHIBIT G: ECOCAT   



#1700
Chicago, IL 60606 

RE: Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC 
       Project Number(s): 2501727  
       County: White 

Dear Applicant:

August 05, 2024

Liz Reddington 
Pivot Energy 
444 W Lake St 

This letter is in reference to the project you recently submitted for consultation. The natural resource 
review provided by EcoCAT identified protected resources that may be in the vicinity of the proposed 
action. The Department has evaluated this information and concluded that adverse effects are unlikely. 
Therefore, consultation under 17 Ill. Adm. Code Part 1075 is terminated.

However, the Department recommends: 

Establishing pollinator-friendly habitat as groundcover wherever feasible. Solar Site Pollinator 
Establishment Guidelines can be found here: 
https://dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/pollinatorscorecard.html 

The site should be de-compacted before planting. 

Long term management of the site should be planned for prior to development to ensure successful 
native pollinator habitat establishment and prevent the spread of invasive species throughout the 
lifetime of this project. An experienced ecological management consultant should be hired to assist 
with long-term management. 

Required fencing, excluding areas near or adjacent to public access areas, should have a 6-inch gap 
along the bottom to prevent the restriction of wildlife movement. Woven wire or a suitable habitat 
wildlife friendly fence should be used. Barbed wire should be avoided. 

Trees should be cleared between November 1st and March 31st. All night lighting should follow IDA 
guidance. 

JB Pritzker, Governor

Natalie Phelps Finnie, Director



Bradley Hayes
Division of Ecosystems and Environment
217-785-5500

This consultation is valid for two years unless new information becomes available that was not 
previously considered; the proposed action is modified; or additional species, essential habitat, or 
Natural Areas are identified in the vicinity. If the project has not been implemented within two years of 
the date of this letter, or any of the above listed conditions develop, a new consultation is necessary.

The natural resource review reflects the information existing in the Illinois Natural Heritage Database 
at the time of the project submittal, and should not be regarded as a final statement on the site being 
considered, nor should it be a substitute for detailed site surveys or field surveys required for 
environmental assessments. If additional protected resources are encountered during the project’s 
implementation, you must comply with the applicable statutes and regulations. Also, note that 
termination does not imply IDNR's authorization or endorsement of the proposed action.

Please contact me if you have questions regarding this review.

JB Pritzker, Governor

Natalie Phelps Finnie, Director
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EXHIBIT H: USFWS CORRESPONDENCE  
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Memo 

 

To: White County, IL 

From:  Liz Reddington, VP of Development  

Date: July 25, 2025 

 

RE:  Section 7 Endangered Species Act Consultation – Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC  

Dear White County Board Members, 

Pivot Energy has consulted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in conducting site due diligence on many 
of our solar projects. The following report for our proposed site, Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC (Project), is based on 
previous consultations and discussions with USFWS (attached herein). The Project is located in White County 
and proposes a 1.95 MW AC ground mounted solar energy garden that will deliver clean energy to the local 
electrical grid. The Project site will occupy approximately 12.23 acres of leased land and is located northwest 
of the intersection between County Road 2200 N and County Road 1625 E (Site). 

We consulted the United States Fish and Wildlife Service’s Information for Planning and Consulting tool, IPaC, 
and received a list of threatened or endangered species list. This list details the potential mammals, birds, 
insects, flowering plants, and critical habitats that could occur on Site. According to IPaC, there are three 
species that may be present in White County and our Project area: the Indiana Bat, Whooping Crane, and the 
Monarch Butterfly. 

In our previous correspondence with USFWS (attached herein), they have stated, “Projects with no federal 
nexus are not subject to section 7 consultation. Therefore, if the project proceeds as anticipated and no take 
of listed species will occur, no further coordination with the USFWS is required. If take is expected for private 
projects (e.g., tree clearing during the active season), coordination with USFWS is required via technical 
assistance. In these instances, we recommend to avoid and minimize take to the extent practicable.”  

The proposed Site is an active agricultural field, and the Project will require no tree clearing, thus avoiding 
take to the greatest extent practicable. The Project will have low impact and require minimal Site alteration 
or grading. The Project proposes to use native, pollinator friendly seed mix that will provide habitat for these 
listed species. For these reasons, we conclude Pivot Solar IL 75 LLC will have “no effect” on listed species, their 
habitats, or proposed or designated critical habitat.  

Sincerely,  

Liz Reddington  
VP of Development 
Pivot Energy
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Appendix 1: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Species List 
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Southern Illinois Sub-Office
Southern Illinois Sub-office

8588 Route 148
Marion, IL 62959-5822
Phone: (618) 998-5945

Email Address: Marion@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/office/illinois-iowa-ecological-services

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2025-0124842 
Project Name: PE IL 75
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

 
The attached species list identifies federally threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate 
species that may occur within the boundary of your proposed project or may be affected by your 
proposed project. The list also includes designated critical habitat, if present, within your 
proposed project area or affected by your project. This list is provided to you as the initial step of 
the consultation process required under section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act, also 
referred to as Section 7 Consultation. If you determine that other federally protected species not 
listed in this Official Species List are present in your action area, you are still responsible to analyze 
your potential effects to those species and consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service if 
consultation is required. 
 
Under 50 CFR 402.12(e) (the regulations that implement Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act) the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can 
be completed formally or informally. You may verify the list by visiting the Information for 
Planning and Consultation (IPaC) website https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov at regular intervals 
during project planning and implementation and completing the same process you used to 
receive the attached list.  
 
Section 7 Consultation 
 
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 requires that actions authorized, funded, or 
carried out by Federal agencies not jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or 
adversely modify designated critical habitat. To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non-federal representative) must consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

mailto:Marion@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/office/illinois-iowa-ecological-services
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov
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1.

(Service) if they determine their project “may affect” listed species or designated critical habitat. 
Under the ESA, it is the responsibility of the Federal action agency or its designated 
representative to determine if a proposed action may affect endangered, threatened, or 
proposed species, or designated critical habitat, and if so, to consult with the Service further. 
Similarly, it is the responsibility of the Federal action agency or project proponent, not the 
Service to make "no effect" determinations. If you determine that your proposed action will have 
no effect on threatened or endangered species or their respective designated critical habitat, 
you do not need to seek concurrence with the Service.  
 
Note: For some species or projects, IPaC will present you with Determination Keys. You may be 
able to use one or more Determination Keys to conclude consultation on your action for species 
covered by those keys. 
 
Technical Assistance for Listed Species

For assistance in determining if suitable habitat for listed, candidate, or proposed species 
occurs within your project area or if species may be affected by project activities, you can 
obtain information on the species life history, species status, current range, and other 
documents by selecting the species from the thumbnails or list view and visiting the 
species profile page.???????
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1.

2.

3.

4.

 
No Effect Determinations for Listed Species

If there are no species or designated critical habitats on the Endangered Species portion 
of the species list: conclude "no species and no critical habitat present" and document 
your finding in your project records. No consultation under ESA section 7(a)(2) is required 
if the action would result in no effects to listed species or critical habitat. Maintain a copy 
of this letter and IPaC official species list for your records.

If any species or designated critical habitat are listed as potentially present in the action 
area of the proposed project the project proponents are responsible for determining if the 
proposed action will have “no effect” on any federally listed species or critical habitat. No 
effect, with respect to species, means that no individuals of a species will be exposed to 
any consequence of a federal action or that they will not respond to such exposure.

If the species habitat is not present within the action area or current data (surveys) for the 
species in the action area are negative: conclude “no species habitat or species present” 
and document your finding in your project records. For example, if the project area is 
located entirely within a “developed area” (an area that is already graveled/paved or 
supports structures and the only vegetation is limited to frequently mowed grass or 
conventional landscaping, is located within an existing maintained facility yard, or is in 
cultivated cropland conclude no species habitat present. Be careful when assessing 
actions that affect: 1) rights-of-ways that contains natural or semi-natural vegetation 
despite periodic mowing or other management; structures that have been known to 
support listed species (example: bridges), and 2) surface water or groundwater. Several 
species inhabit rights-of-ways, and you should carefully consider effects to surface water 
or groundwater, which often extend outside of a project’s immediate footprint.

Adequacy of Information & Surveys - Agencies may base their determinations on the best 
evidence that is available or can be developed during consultation. Agencies must give 
the benefit of any doubt to the species when there are any inadequacies in the 
information. Inadequacies may include uncertainty in any step of the analysis. To provide 
adequate information on which to base a determination, it may be appropriate to conduct 
surveys to determine whether listed species or their habitats are present in the action 
area. Please contact our office for more information or see the survey guidelines that the 
Service has made available in IPaC.
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2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

 
May Effect Determinations for Listed Species

If the species habitat is present within the action area and survey data is unavailable or 
inconclusive: assume the species is present or plan and implement surveys and interpret 
results in coordination with our office. If assuming species present or surveys for the 
species are positive continue with the may affect determination process. May affect, with 
respect to a species, is the appropriate conclusion when a species might be exposed to a 
consequence of a federal action and could respond to that exposure. For critical habitat, 
‘may affect’ is the appropriate conclusion if the action area overlaps with mapped areas of 
critical habitat and an essential physical or biological feature may be exposed to a 
consequence of a federal action and could change in response to that exposure.

Identify stressors or effects to the species and to the essential physical and biological 
features of critical habitat that overlaps with the action area. Consider all consequences of 
the action and assess the potential for each life stage of the species that occurs in the 
action area to be exposed to the stressors. Deconstruct the action into its component 
parts to be sure that you do not miss any part of the action that could cause effects to the 
species or physical and biological features of critical habitat. Stressors that affect species’ 
resources may have consequences even if the species is not present when the project is 
implemented.

If no listed or proposed species will be exposed to stressors caused by the action, a ‘no 
effect’ determination may be appropriate – be sure to separately assess effects to critical 
habitat, if any overlaps with the action area. If you determined that the proposed action or 
other activities that are caused by the proposed action may affect a species or critical 
habitat, the next step is to describe the manner in which they will respond or be altered. 
Specifically, to assess whether the species/critical habitat is "not likely to be adversely 
affected" or "likely to be adversely affected."

Determine how the habitat or the resource will respond to the proposed action (for 
example, changes in habitat quality, quantity, availability, or distribution), and assess how 
the species is expected to respond to the effects to its habitat or other resources. Critical 
habitat analyses focus on how the proposed action will affect the physical and biological 
features of the critical habitat in the action area. If there will be only beneficial effects or 
the effects of the action are expected to be insignificant or discountable, conclude "may 
affect, not likely to adversely affect" and submit your finding and supporting rationale to 
our office and request concurrence.

If you cannot conclude that the effects of the action will be wholly beneficial, insignificant, 
or discountable, check IPaC for species-specific Section 7 guidance and conservation 
measures to determine whether there are any measures that may be implemented to 
avoid or minimize the negative effects. If you modify your proposed action to include 
conservation measures, assess how inclusion of those measures will likely change the 
effects of the action. If you cannot conclude that the effects of the action will be wholly 
beneficial, insignificant, or discountable, contact our office for assistance.

Letters with requests for consultation or correspondence about your project should 
include the Consultation Tracking Number in the header. Electronic submission is 
preferred.
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For additional information on completing Section 7 Consultation including a Glossary of Terms 
used in the Section 7 Process, information requirements for completing Section 7, and example 
letters visit the Midwest Region Section 7 Consultations website at:  https://www.fws.gov/library/ 
collections/midwest-region-section-7-consultations. 
 
https://www.fws.gov/office/midwest-region-headquarters/midwest-section-7-technical-assistance 
 
You may find more specific information on completing Section 7 on communication towers and 
transmission lines on the following websites:

Incidental Take Beneficial Practices: Power Lines - https://www.fws.gov/story/incidental- 
take-beneficial-practices-power-lines

Recommended Best Practices for Communication Tower Design, Siting, Construction, 
Operation, Maintenance, and Decommissioning. - https://www.fws.gov/media/ 
recommended-best-practices-communication-tower-design-siting-construction-operation

 
Tricolored Bat Update 
 
On September 14, 2022, the Service published a proposal in the Federal Register to list the 
tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus) as endangered under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 
The Service has up to 12-months from the date the proposal published to make a final 
determination, either to list the tricolored bat under the Act or to withdraw the proposal. The 
Service determined the bat faces extinction primarily due to the rangewide impacts of white- 
nose syndrome (WNS), a deadly fungal disease affecting cave-dwelling bats across North 
America. Because tricolored bat populations have been greatly reduced due to WNS, surviving 
bat populations are now more vulnerable to other stressors such as human disturbance and 
habitat loss. Species proposed for listing are not afforded protection under the ESA; however, as 
soon as a listing becomes effective (typically 30 days after publication of the final rule in the 
Federal Register), the prohibitions against jeopardizing its continued existence and “take” will 
apply. Therefore, if your future or existing project has the potential to adversely affect tricolored 
bats after the potential new listing goes into effect, we recommend that the effects of the project 
on tricolored bat and their habitat be analyzed to determine whether authorization under ESA 
section 7 or 10 is necessary. Projects with an existing section 7 biological opinion may require 
reinitiation of consultation, and projects with an existing section 10 incidental take permit may 
require an amendment to provide uninterrupted authorization for covered activities. Contact our 
office for assistance. 
 
Bald and Golden Eagles 
 
Although no longer protected under the Endangered Species Act, be aware that bald eagles are 
protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and Migratory Bird Treaty Act, as are 
golden eagles. Projects affecting these species may require measures to avoid harming eagles 
or may require a permit. If your project is near an eagle nest or winter roost area, please contact 
our office for further coordination. For more information on permits and other eagle information 

https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/midwest-region-section-7-consultations
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/midwest-region-section-7-consultations
https://www.fws.gov/office/midwest-region-headquarters/midwest-section-7-technical-assistance
https://www.fws.gov/story/incidental-take-beneficial-practices-power-lines
https://www.fws.gov/story/incidental-take-beneficial-practices-power-lines
https://www.fws.gov/media/recommended-best-practices-communication-tower-design-siting-construction-operation
https://www.fws.gov/media/recommended-best-practices-communication-tower-design-siting-construction-operation


Project code: 2025-0124842 07/22/2025 14:24:28 UTC

   6 of 10

▪
▪

visit our website https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/bald-and-golden-eagle-management.  
 
We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species.  Please feel free to 
contact our office with questions or for additional information.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Southern Illinois Sub-Office
Southern Illinois Sub-office
8588 Route 148
Marion, IL 62959-5822
(618) 998-5945

https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/bald-and-golden-eagle-management
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PROJECT SUMMARY
Project Code: 2025-0124842
Project Name: PE IL 75
Project Type: Power Gen - Solar
Project Description: a proposed 1.95MWAC solar project
Project Location:

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@38.1988432,-88.07402521787344,14z

Counties: White County, Illinois

https://www.google.com/maps/@38.1988432,-88.07402521787344,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@38.1988432,-88.07402521787344,14z
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1.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES
There is a total of 3 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
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MAMMALS
NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Endangered

BIRDS
NAME STATUS

Whooping Crane Grus americana
Population: U.S.A. (AL, AR, CO, FL, GA, ID, IL, IN, IA, KY, LA, MI, MN, MS, MO, NC, 
NM, OH, SC, TN, UT, VA, WI, WV, western half of WY)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/758

Experimental 
Population, 
Non- 
Essential

INSECTS
NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
There is proposed critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical 
habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Proposed 
Threatened

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.

USFWS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE LANDS 
AND FISH HATCHERIES
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/758
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Private Entity
Name: Lauren Gelmetti
Address: 1601 Wewatta Street
Address Line 2: Suite 700
City: Denver
State: CO
Zip: 80202
Email lgelmetti@pivotenergy.net
Phone: 8887343033
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Appendix 2: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Correspondence  



Merrill Read <mread@pivotenergy.net>

USFWS no effect memo
3 messages

Oliver, Lincoln R <lincoln_oliver@fws.gov> Wed, Aug 9, 2023 at 2:31 PM
To: "mread@pivotenergy.net" <mread@pivotenergy.net>

Hello,

Per our discussion, the following is the text I promised.

No effect memo – “The Illinois-Iowa Ecological Services Field Office has no regulatory or statutory authority for
concurring with "no effect" determinations. However, we recommend you maintain a written record of your "no effect"
determination (“take is not anticipated” for projects with no federal nexus) and include it in your decision record. An
example "no effect" memo can be found on our website at https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/P4_ne_
habitat_ltr.pdf.”

Federal nexus – Projects with no federal nexus are not subject to section 7 consultation. Therefore, if the project
proceeds as anticipated and no take of listed species will occur, no further coordination with the USFWS is required. If
take is expected for private projects (e.g., tree clearing during the active season), coordination with USFWS is required
via technical assistance. In these instances, we recommend to avoid and minimize take to the extent practicable.

Please let me know if you have any questions on this or future projects.

Thank you,

Lincoln

-----------------------------------------------------------

Lincoln Oliver, CWB®

Fish and Wildlife Biologist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Illinois - Iowa Ecological Services Field Office

1511 47th Avenue

Moline, IL 61265

309-757-5800 x208

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/P4_ne_habitat_ltr.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1511+47th+Avenue+%0D%0A+Moline,+IL+61265?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1511+47th+Avenue+%0D%0A+Moline,+IL+61265?entry=gmail&source=g
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EXHIBIT I: UL CERTIFICATIONS  



     

  AUTHORIZATION TO MARK

Applicant: Manufacturer:

Address: Address:

Country: Country:
3

Control Number: 5021655 Authorized by:  

for L. Matthew Snyder, Certification Manager

This document supersedes all previous Authorizations to Mark for the noted Report Number.

This Authorization to Mark is for the exclusive use of Intertek's Client and is provided pursuant to the Certification agreement between Intertek and its Client. Intertek's responsibility and liability are 

limited to the terms and conditions of the agreement. Intertek assumes no liability to any party, other than to the Client in accordance with the agreement, for any loss, expense or damage occasioned 

by the use of this Authorization to Mark. Only the Client is authorized to permit copying or distribution of this Authorization to Mark and then only in its entirety. Use of Intertek’s Certification mark is 

restricted to the conditions laid out in the agreement and in this Authorization to Mark. Any further use of the Intertek name for the sale or advertisement of the tested material, product or service must 

first be approved in writing by Intertek. Initial Factory Assessments and Follow up Services are for the purpose of assuring appropriate usage of the Certification mark in accordance with the 

agreement, they are not for the purposes of production quality control and do not relieve the Client of their obligations in this respect.

Intertek Testing Services NA Inc.

545 East Algonquin Road, Arlington Heights, IL 60005

Telephone 800-345-3851 or 847-439-5667  Fax 312-283-1672

Party Authorized To Apply Mark: Same as Manufacturer

Report Issuing Office: Intertek Testing Services NA, Inc., Lake Forest, CA

Canada USA

Silfab Solar Inc. Silfab Solar Inc.

240 Courtneypark Drive East 

Mississauga, Ontario L5T 2Y3

1770 Port Dr, Burlington,  

Washington, 98233

This authorizes the application of the Certification Mark(s) shown below to the models described in the Product(s)
Covered section when made in accordance with the conditions set forth in the Certification Agreement and Listing
Report. This authorization also applies to multiple listee model(s) identified on the correlation page of the Listing
Report.

This document is the property of Intertek Testing Services and is not transferable. The certification mark(s) may be
applied only at the location of the Party Authorized To Apply Mark.
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  AUTHORIZATION TO MARK

Standard(s):

Product:

Brand Name:

Models:

SIL-570XM+, SIL-575XM+, SIL-580XM+

SIL-530XM, SIL-535XM, SIL-540XM.

- Photovoltaic (PV) Module Safety Qualification - Part 1: Requirements for Construction [UL 61730-1:2022 

Ed.2]

- Photovoltaic (PV) Module Safety Qualification - Part 2: Requirements for Testing [UL 61730-2:2022 

Ed.2]

- Photovoltaic (PV) Module Safety Qualification - Part 1: Requirements for Construction [CSA 

C22.2#61730-1:2019 Ed.2] 

- Photovoltaic (PV) Module Safety Qualification - Part 2: Requirements for Testing [CSA C22.2#61730-

2:2019 Ed.2]

- Photovoltaic (PV) Module Safety Qualification - Part 1: Requirements for Construction [IEC 61730-

1:2016 Ed.2]

- Photovoltaic (PV) Module Safety Qualification - Part 2: Requirements for Testing [IEC 61730-2:2016 

Ed.2]

- Terrestrial Photovoltaic (PV) Modules - Design Qualification and Type Approval - Part 1: Test 

Requirements [UL 61215-1:2021 Ed.2]

- Terrestrial Photovoltaic (PV) Modules - Design Qualification and Type Approval - Part 2: Test 

Procedures [UL 61215-2:2021 Ed.2]

- Terrestrial Photovoltaic (PV) Modules - Design Qualification and Type Approval - Part 1: Test 

Requirements [IEC 61215-1:2021 Ed.2]

- Terrestrial Photovoltaic (PV) Modules - Design Qualification and Type Approval - Part 2: Test 

Procedures [IEC 61215-2:2021 Ed.2]

Photovoltaic Module

Silfab Solar

Page 2 of 2   ATM for Report 105841273LAX-002  ATM Issued: 7-Feb-2025

ED 16.3.15 (1-Jul-2022) Mandatory
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Certificate of Compliance 
Certificate: 70172159 Master Contract: 255045 

Project: 80103340 Date Issued: 2022-02-28 

Issued to: SHANGHAI CHINT POWER SYSTEMS CO., LTD 

3255 Si Xian Rd  
Songjiang District, 

Shanghai, 201614 

CHINA 

Attention: Huan Cai 

The products listed below are eligible to bear the CSA Mark shown 

with adjacent indicators 'C' and 'US' for Canada and US or with adjacent 

indicator 'US' for US only or without either indicator for Canada only     

  
  

   
   

Issued by: 
Jason Lei 

Jason Lei 

 

PRODUCTS 

CLASS - C531109 - POWER SUPPLIES-Distributed Generation Power Systems Equipment  

CLASS - C531189 - POWER SUPPLIES - Distributed Generation-Power Systems Equipment - Certified to U.S.  
Standards  

 

Transformerless Grid Support Utility Interactive Inverter, Models CPS SCH100KTL-DO/US-600, CPS 
SCH125KTL-DO/US-600, CPS SCH100KTL-DO/US-480, CPS SCH100KTL-AIO/US-600 and CPS 

SCH125KTL-AIO/US-600, permanently connected. 

 
Notes: 

For details related to rating, size, configuration, etc., reference should be made to the CSA Certification Record,  

Certificate of Compliance Annex A, or the Descriptive Report.  

  



  

 

Certificate: 70172159 

Project: 80103340 

Master Contract: 255045 

Date Issued: 2022-02-28 
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APPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS 

 

CSA C22.2 No. 107.1-16 - Power Conversion Equipment  

*UL 1741   - Inverters, Converters, Controllers and Interconnection System 

Equipment for Use With Distributed Energy Resources (Third Edition, September 28, 2021)  

UL1741 CRD   - Non-Isolated EPS Interactive PV Inverters Rated Less Than 30Kva (Dated 

April 26, 2010) 

 

*Note: Conformity to UL 1741 (Third Edition, September 28, 2021) includes compliance with applicable 

requirements of IEEE 1547-2003 (R2008), IEEE 1547a-2014, IEEE 1547.1-2005(R2011), IEEE  1547.1a-2015, 

California Rule 21, Hawaiian Electric Co. SRD-UL-1741-SA-V1.1 and Supplement SA8-18, UL 1741 Supplement 

SB and IEEE 1547.1-2020 with the SRDs of IEEE 1547-2018, IEEE 1547a-2020 and Hawaiian Electric Co. SRD-

V2.0. While the grid support function evaluated according to IEEE 1547.1-2020, the interoperability is verified 

with SunSpec Modbus communication protocol. 

 



SHOP DRAWING/SUBMITTAL REVIEW
APPROVED

ENGINEER'S REVIEW IS FOR GENERAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
DESIGN CONCEPT AND CONTRACT DOCUMENTS. MARKINGS 

OR COMMENTS SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED AS RELIEVING THE 
CONTRACTOR FROM COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROJECT PLANS 
AND SPECIFICATIONS. CONTRACTOR REMAINS RESPONSIBLE 

FOR DETAILS AND ACCURACY, FOR CONFIRMING AND 
CORRELATING ALL SIZES, QUANTITIES, AND DIMENSIONS, AND 

FOR MEANS AND METHODS OF ASSEMBLY.

APPROVED AS NOTED 
REVISE & RESUBMITREVIEWED

PURE POWER ENGINEERING, HOBOKEN, NJ 07030

BY: DATE: 09/22/2023TomasStepanian

x





SO: 224010410
PO: S4539614
END USER: CPS C&I MKT
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EXHIBIT J: ROAD USE CORRESPONDENCE  
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EXHIBIT K: NOISE REPORT  



Pre-Construction Noise Analysis for the  
 

Pivot Energy IL 75 Project 
 
July 31, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared for: 
 

Pivot Energy 
Chicago, Illinois 
 

 

Prepared by: 
 

Hankard Environmental, Inc. 
Verona, Wisconsin 
 



Pre-Construction Noise Analysis for the Proposed 
Pivot Energy IL 75 Project 

   
Hankard Environmental   
July 2025   Page i 
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Executive Summary  

This report describes the results of an analysis of noise from the operation of the proposed Pivot 
Energy IL 75 Project (Project, or Facility), an approximately 1.95 megawatt (MW) photovoltaic 
solar facility being developed by Pivot Energy near the Village of Crossville in White County, 
Illinois.  
 
As currently designed, noise-producing elements of the Facility include 16 solar inverters and 
two step-up transformers, as well as 50 single axis tracker motors distributed throughout the rows 
of solar panels. Noise emissions from the inverters and transformers are generated primarily by 
their cooling systems. 
 
Noise levels from the operation of the Facility must adhere to the Illinois Pollution Control Board 
(IPCB) limits. To assess compliance with these limits a model of noise emissions was created and 
used to predict noise levels around the Facility. Predicted noise levels off-site are well below the 
IPCB’s daytime and nighttime octave band noise level limits for sound being emitted from Class 
C land to Class A land. Moreover, noise from the Facility is expected to be inaudible at all nearby 
residences. 
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1. Introduction  

This report describes the results of an analysis of noise from the operation of the proposed Pivot 
Energy IL 75 Project. The proposed Project is a photovoltaic solar electrical generation facility to 
be located near the Village of Crossville in White County, Illinois. The Project has a maximum 
generating capacity of approximately 1.95 megawatts (MW). 
 
The following sections of this report describe the IPCB noise level limits, the locations of noise-
producing Facility components, the noise-level prediction methodology employed, and the 
predicted operational noise levels. 
 

 

 

Figure 1-1.  General Location of the IL 75 Project 
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2. Applicable Noise Standard  

Noise from the Project must adhere to Illinois Pollution Control Board (IPCB) regulations, 
specifically Title 35 of the Illinois Administrative Code: Environmental Protection, Subtitle H: 
Noise, Chapter I: Pollution Control Board Part 900 (General Provisions) and Part 901 (Sound 
Emission Standards and Limitations for Property Line Noise Sources). 
 
Part 901 prescribes limits for noise generated on an “emitting parcel” of land that travels through 
the air and crosses a property line onto a “receiving parcel.” The applicable noise level limits 
depend on the land use occurring on the emitting and receiving parcels. The rules specify three 
nominal classes of land use: residential (Class A), commercial (Class B), and industrial (Class C). 
Specified receiving land uses are nominally residential (Class A) and commercial (Class B). Per 
Section 901.101, land use is classified according to the Land-Based Classification Standards. The 
Project will be located on agricultural land which is designated Class C. Thus, the emitting parcels 
for the Project are Class C. For receiving parcels three primary types of land use occur within the 
Project study area: residential, agricultural, and unclassified. The latter two have no specified 
noise limits. The limits for noise emitted from a Class C parcel onto a Class A parcel (residential 
use) depend on the time of day. Limits are lower during the nighttime which is defined as 22:00 
to 07:00 (daytime is defined as 07:00 to 22:00). 
 
For the purposes of measurement and analysis, the range of frequencies that humans can detect 
has been divided into nine standard octave bands by the American National Standards Institute 
(ANSI). As defined by ANSI Standard S1.11: Specification for Octave-Band and Fractional 
Octave-Band Analog and Digital Filters, the bands have center frequencies of 31.5, 63, 125, 250, 
500, 1000, 2000, 4000, and 8000 Hz. The IPCB rules provide specific limits in terms of unweighted 
decibel (dB) levels for each of these nine octave bands based on land use and time of day as 
discussed above. The controlling limits (i.e., the most restrictive) applicable to the Facility are 
those pertaining to noise emitted from a Class C parcel onto a Class A parcel during the nighttime, 
which are listed in Table 2-1.  
 
Per Section 901.106, prominent discrete tones generated on Class A, B or C land shall not be 
emitted to Class A, B or C land. This provision does not apply if the one-third octave band sound 
pressure levels are 10 dB lower than the allowable octave band levels. For this Project, the 
predicted one-third octave band sound pressure levels are more than 10 dB lower than the 
allowable octave band levels, so this provision is not applicable. 
 

Table 2-1.  IPCB Nighttime Noise Limits 

Emitting  
Parcel 

Receiving 
Parcel 

Octave Band Sound Pressure Level (dB) 

31.5 
Hz 

63 
Hz 

125 
Hz 

250 
Hz 

500 
Hz 

1,000 
Hz 

2,000 
Hz 

4,000 
Hz 

8,000 
Hz 

Class C Class A 69 67 62 54 47 41 36 32 32 

Per 35 Ill. Adm. Code 901.102, Amended at 42 Ill. Reg. 20453, effective November 1, 2018 
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3. Project Site  

The Project is located near the Village of Crossville in White County, Illinois. Figure 3-1 shows 
the Project site, including the locations of the inverters, step-up transformers, panel racking, 
tracking motors, and the Facility boundary. Land use immediately surrounding the Project is 
mostly agricultural, with six rural residences located within one-half mile of the Project.  
 
As currently designed, the proposed layout includes 16 solar inverters and two step-up 
transformers located on equipment pads near the center of the Facility, as well as 50 single axis 
tracker motors distributed throughout the rows of solar panels. 
 
 

 

Figure 3-1.  Pivot Energy IL 75 Project Layout  
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4. Noise Modeling Method 

Noise levels from the operation of the Project were predicted using the International Organization 
for Standardization (ISO) Standard 9613-2:2024, Attenuation of Sound During Propagation Outdoors 
- Part 2: Engineering method for the prediction of sound pressure levels outdoors. The calculations were 
implemented using the SoundPLAN v9.1 acoustical modeling software program. The ISO 
method assumes optimal acoustic propagation in all directions, specifically that a “well-
developed, moderate ground-based temperature inversion” is present or, equivalently, that all 
receptors are downwind of all noise sources at all times. 
 

Terrain and Ground Effect 

The terrain in the acoustic model was defined using Digital Elevation Model (DEM) data from 
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) National Elevation Dataset. The acoustical effect of the ground 
was modeled using the ISO 9613-2:2024 General Method. This method requires the selection of 
ground factors for the ground near the source, near the receiver, and in between. For this Project 
a ground factor of 0.5 (partially reflective) was assumed, which is representative of ground cover 
in the Project area that consists of grass, gravel, bare earth, and a very low percentages of 
pavement or other reflective surfaces. This factor, when used in noise prediction models, has been 
shown to accurately predict noise levels from facilities such as this. 
 

Atmospheric Conditions 

The air temperature, relative humidity, and atmospheric pressure were set to standard conditions 
of 10°C, 70%, and 1 atmosphere, respectively. Per ISO 9613-2:2024, these values result in the least 
amount of atmospheric sound absorption and the highest levels of sound reaching the receivers. 
 

Receptors 

In the SoundPLAN model, prediction points (receptors) were placed at all residences within one-
half mile of any noise generating components of the Facility. Receptor heights were set to 1.5 
meters above ground level in accordance with ISO 9613:2-2024.  
 

Operational Noise Sources 

The model of noise emissions included 16 solar inverters and two step-up transformers located 
on equipment pads, as well as 50 single axis tracker motors distributed throughout the rows of 
solar panels. Table 4-1 lists the sound power levels for each source. Frequency data for the noise 
emissions of the proposed Chint Power Systems America (CPS) 100/125 kW inverter are based 
on measurements conducted by Hankard Environmental on a utility-scale inverter. This 
measured data was applied to the overall noise emission data provided by the manufacturer (<65 
dBA at a distance of one meter) to estimate octave band sound power levels for these units.  
 
The sound power level of the step-up transformers was estimated using the procedures outlined 
in the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers Standard C57.12.90-2021. Frequency data 
for the noise emissions of the proposed transformers was estimated based on spectral shapes of 
similar units and applied to the overall noise emission data provided by the manufacturers (<65 
dBA at a distance of one meter). 
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Frequency data for the noise emissions of the proposed Nextracker Horizon Single Axis Tracker 
Motor are based on measurements conducted by Hankard Environmental. This spectral shape 
was applied to the overall noise emission data provided by the manufacturer (69.6 dBA at a 
distance of one meter). 
 
The solar inverters were modeled at a height of 1.5 meters above the ground. The step-up 
transformers were also modeled at a height of two meters above the ground. The tracker motors 
were modeled at a height of 1.7 meters above the ground. It was assumed that the inverters and 
step-up transformers would be in use at all times operating at their maximum capacity. The 
tracker motors were modeled as operating for 10 seconds out of every minute. 

 

 
Table 4-1.  Sound Power Levels of Operational Equipment  

Equipment 
Type 

Equipment 
Quantity 

Octave Band Sound Power Level (dBA) Overall 
Level  
(dBA) 

Usage 
Factor 

(%) 
31.5 
Hz 

63 
Hz 

125 
Hz 

250 
Hz 

500 
Hz 

1,000 
Hz 

2,000 
Hz 

4,000 
Hz 

8,000 
Hz 

CPS 100/125 
kW String 
Inverter 1 

16 30 47 66 66 68 65 62 58 50 73 100 

Step-Up 
Transformer  

(2 MVA) 2 

2 32 52 64 66 72 69 65 60 51 75 100 

Nextracker 
Horizon Single 
Axis Tracker 

Motor 3 

50 17 30 40 53 66 72 72 72 70 78 17 

 

1 Spectral shape of PWL estimated from one third-octave band levels measured by Hankard Environmental from a similar 
inverter. 

2  PWL and spectral shape estimated from the procedures outlined in IEEE Standard C57.12.90-2021. 
3 Spectral shape of PWL estimated from one third-octave band levels measured by Hankard Environmental from a similar motor. 
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5. Predicted Operational Noise Levels  

Noise levels were predicted from the full and continuous operation of the Facility, which includes 
16 inverters, two 2 MVA step-up transformers, and 50 tracker motors. Table 5-1 lists the predicted 
noise levels at each of the six residences located within one-half mile of the Facility. All levels are 
well below IPCB’s octave band nighttime noise level limits for Class C land emitting sound to 
Class A land. Figure 5-1 shows the 41 dB 1 kHz octave band noise level contour around the noise-
producing equipment. The contour remains on-site, indicating that noise levels off-site are lower 
than the IPCB limit at all off-site locations. Similarly, noise emissions in all other octave bands are 
less than the applicable limits off-site. 
 

 

Figure 5-1.  Predicted 1,000 Hz Noise Level Contours 
 

Table 5-1.  Predicted Operational Noise Levels 

Receptor 
Octave Band Sound Pressure Level (dB) 

Overall Level 
(dBA) 31.5Hz  63Hz  125Hz  250Hz  500Hz  1kHz  2kHz  4kHz  8kHz  

R-1 27 32 36 23 22 24 21 14 < 0 > 28 

R-2 24 29 31 19 19 20 16 5 < 0 > 24 

R-3 23 27 30 18 17 18 14 2 < 0 > 22 

R-4 21 26 27 16 15 16 11 < 0 > < 0 > 20 

R-5 20 25 26 15 15 15 10 < 0 > < 0 > 19 

R-6 18 23 23 13 12 13 7 < 0 > < 0 > 16 

IPCB Limits 69 67 62 54 47 41 36 32 32 n/a 
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EXHIBIT L: ENGINEER’S CERTIFICATE  



 

  
                               

 

 
305 Dela Vina Avenue • Monterey, California 93940 • 855.428.3000 • www.ampacity.com 

C:\Users\mcolecchia\Documents\Design\Pivot Solar\IL75\Engineer's_Certificate_Memorandum.doc 

To: Pivot Solar 
 

Date: August 1, 2025 

Subject: Engineer’s Certificate   

Project: IL075 
 

 
 

 
 

From: Mario Colecchia, PE, SE 
Senior Structural Engineer 

  

 
 
Based on the information available and to the best of our knowledge, we believe this 
site is suitable for the construction of photovoltaic structures. 
 
We certify that the photovoltaic structures and foundations for this project will be 
designed in accordance with applicable building codes with sufficient factors of safety 
considering the site-specific soils, subsurface, and climate conditions.  

mcolecchia
Illinois

mcolecchia
Date
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1 General Project Information 

The purpose of this plan is to provide recommended fire protection and emergency response procedures to be 
implemented in the event of an emergency during the operation of the solar project. 

 
1.1 Project Location/Address 

 
Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC is located on approximately 12.23 acres of land located northwest of the intersection 
between County Rd 2200 N and County Rd 1625 E N in Phillips Township, White County, Illinois.  
 
GPS coordinates for the project site: 38.198551, -88.073805  
 

Emergency 911 Address: 
[e911 # TBD] immediately south of 2227 County Road 1625 E, Phillips Township, White County, IL 

 
1.2 Project Description 

 
The solar energy system is a 1.95 Megawatt alternating current (AC) system composed of approximately 4,700 
solar photovoltaic (PV) modules and sixteen (16) 125-kilowatt, 3-phase string inverters. The string inverters 
are located within the array fence line and the outputs of each inverter are aggregated and interconnected at 
a new pad-mounted switchboard installed near the main security gate (see Attachment 1 – Site Plan). The 
switchboard is then interconnected to medium voltage (MV) transformers to step-up the system voltage from 
600VAC to 12.47kV AC. The medium voltage transformers are connected to a series of pole-mounted switches, 
relays and metering equipment that interconnects the array to the existing Ameren distribution system at a 3-
phase utility line along County Rd 1625 E. 

 
The solar modules are mounted on a single-axis tracker (SAT) racking system, which utilizes driven posts or 
augered screws for foundations. The array is monitored by a utility owned supervisory control and data 
acquisition (SCADA) system, which allows remote monitoring and control. The solar arrays are enclosed in 
agricultural style security fencing and accessed via a new road off the western edge of County Road 1625 E. At 
the conclusion of construction, the site will be stabilized with pollinator friendly grasses and forbs and trees 
and shrubs will be planted to provide vegetative screening of the site. 

 
 

1.3 Site Access 
Emergency response vehicles should utilize the proposed 16-foot-wide gravel driveway off County Rd 1625 E 
and is identified as SITE ACCESS in Figure 1 below. The driveway extends west of the main 16-feet-wide 
security gate approximately to the middle of the array, identified Figure 1. This gate is locked with a Knox Box. 
Just past this gate, the gravel access road extends to the main equipment pad, located centrally within the 
array and on the southern side of the access road, which hosts the MV transformer and the PV switchboard. 
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Figure 1. Site Access Location 
 

1.3.1 Access Aisles 
Access to all areas within the solar arrays is provided via access aisles. Access aisles for this project are 20-feet- 
wide minimum pathways located between the arrays and the security fencing. This exceeds the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) 1, section 11.12.4.1 required clear area of 10 feet around the arrays. 
Additionally, access aisles are provided approximately every 300 feet north-south within the arrays. These 
internal access aisles are primarily for use by operations and maintenance personnel and vehicles. Due to the 
vegetated surface and turning radii, access aisles are not suitable for many emergency services vehicles. 
However, access aisles do provide emergency responders with access routes to all areas of the site via walking, 
pickup trucks or 4x4 vehicles. 
 

1.3.2 Signage 
Appropriate onsite signage is provided in accordance with NFPA-1 and National Electric Code (NEC) codes: 
• Marking is provided to give emergency responders appropriate warning and guidance with respect to 

isolating the solar electric system. This signage facilitates identifying energized electrical lines that 

Site Access 
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should not be cut and how and where to disconnect power from the array. 
• Vinyl signs used for marking are weather resistant to UL 969 standards for weather rating (UL listing of 

markings is not required). Plastic or metal engraved signs do not need to meet the UL standard. 
 

Sign Requirements: 

Marking content: “CAUTION SOLAR CIRCUIT” or 
“WARNING: PHOTOVOLTAIC POWER SOURCE” 

 
• Per NFPA 1, section 11.12.2.1.4, a permanent plaque or directory is installed at the main system 

disconnect, as well as on each gate in the security fencing. The plaque denotes the location of each 
power source disconnecting means and is marked with “CAUTION: MULTIPLE SOURCES OF POWER”. The 
plaque complies with NEC 110.21(B). A label is provided next to the plaque at the main disconnect 
indicating the name and 24/7 emergency contact phone number. 

 
2 System Owner Information 

Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC will own, operate, and maintain the solar project. 
 

2.1 System Owner Site Contacts 
The Operations and Maintenance (O&M) team is  anticipated to be the main point of contact for the solar 
project, once constructed. 

 
O&M Contact Nate Zirlen, Operational Asset 

Manager, O&M  
(888) 734-3033  
Ext. 1 

oandm@pivotenergy.net  

O&M Contact Angela Burke, Director, O&M, 
24/7 contact 

(888) 734-3033  
Ext. 1  

oandm@pivotenergy.net  

 

2.2 Emergency Services Authority 
The project’s O&M Contact(s) will be responsible for overseeing emergency services compliance. Their duties 
include ensuring that the measures in this plan are complied with, all agencies and appropriate stakeholders 
(including but not limited to emergency response units, utility, solar O&M technicians, and project owner) are 
properly notified in the event notification is required, and that all required plans and reports are prepared and 
submitted in a timely manner. 
 

2.3 Fire Prevention 
2.3.1 Purpose of the Fire Prevention Plan (FPP) 
• Identify risk factors and hazards 
• Eliminate the potential risks and/or causes of fires 
• Prevent loss of life and property by fire 
• Set up proper storage procedures, training, and identification of personnel responsible for maintaining 

mailto:oandm@pivotenergy.net
mailto:oandm@pivotenergy.net
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and servicing the equipment and systems onsite in order to prevent and/or control a fire. 
• Outline a procedure to follow for the safety of individuals onsite at the time of a fire occurrence. 
• Set up proper identification of personnel, training, and procedures for maintaining and servicing the fire 

prevention/control equipment onsite. 
 

2.3.2 Fire Prevention Inspections 
Site inspections will be performed by the O&M team or licensed providers periodically to look for and 
mitigate fire risk factors or hazards. Inspectors shall visually inspect the following, and an owner’s 
representative will review to confirm compliance. 

• Wiring and electrical conduits for exposed wires, broken insulation, fraying, corrosion, improperly 
mounted connectors and any indications of wear or rodent damage. 

• Electrical equipment, panels, and cutoff switches, ensuring they have clear NEC required access 
clearances and are free of surrounding vegetation. 

• Modules for signs of delamination, cracks, or other damage. 
• Racking for signs of corrosion. Torque check 10% of bolts. 
• All site safety signage, ensuring it remains unobstructed and clearly legible. 
• Data acquisition sensors, ensuring they are clean and unobstructed. 

 
Maintenance of the site grounds will occur more frequently, as specified in the Operations and Maintenance 
Plan. At these maintenance visits, the site grounds and landscaping will be inspected for: 

• Dead landscaping trees or shrubs that need replacing, 
• Adequate separation between tree branches and shrubs (approximately 3x shrub height), 

• Dense vegetation that needs thinning, Dry brush, grasses, or other foliage, 
• Dead branches, limbs, or leaves within the security fencing, 
• Debris piles such as grass cuttings, leaves, pine needles, pinecones, or other ground litter, 
• Tall grass, brush, or plantings that need cutting, and 
• Areas of deterioration, erosion and/or obstructions of site access roads and aisles. 

 
2.3.3 Fire Prevention Maintenance 
Regular maintenance of the grounds at the site, both inside and outside the security fence, is required. The 
O&M team will adjust maintenance frequency based on time of year, site specific variables, and weather 
conditions. Site maintenance shall include, at a minimum: 
• Managing ground cover vegetation to the heights specified in the approved O&M Plan. Trimmers will be 

used to address areas around structural elements and maintain wood vegetation as needed. 
• Pruning trees and shrubs in accordance with approved O&M Plan and AHJ requirements to remove 

dead, injured or overhanging branches and maintain adequate spacing. 
• Remove vegetative debris piles and/or any branches or limbs within the array security fence. 
• Collect any items of trash accumulated since previous site visit and dispose of properly offsite. 
• Re-seed and fertilize any areas where vegetation has grown sparse, as needed. 
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• Clear site access roads and replace gravel where needed. 
 

Any damaged system components discovered during array inspections will promptly be corrected. 
Maintenance of these items may include: 

• Removing and replacing sections of electrical wire or conduits that are damaged or show signs of wear. 
• Cleaning, testing, and servicing all electrical equipment per manufacturer’s recommendations and 

schedule. 
• Repairing and replacing any damaged electrical equipment discovered during inspection. 
• Removing vegetation or obstructions from NEC required clearances for all electrical equipment. 
• Resolving any outstanding, non-urgent equipment alerts. Urgent alerts will be addressed immediately 

upon detection by remote monitoring. 
• Repairing any areas of racking showing rust per manufacturer’s guidelines. Tightening loose bolts 

discovered during inspection. 
• Replacing any safety signs or labels that are missing, damaged, or are illegible. 
• Cleaning data acquisition sensors, ensuring remote monitoring remains accurate. 



 
 

Solar Emergency Response  
and Fire Protection Plan 

Pivot Energy IL 75 LLC - Page 8 

 

 

3 Emergency Response 
 

3.1 Emergency Response Jurisdictions 
The project site is within the jurisdictional area of the County Emergency Management Agency /Office of 
Emergency Management (OEM) and the following Fire/First Response districts: 

 

1. White County Sheriff  
618-382-5321 /  108 N. Main Cross St, Carmi, IL 62821 

 

2. White County Emergency Management Agency 
618-384-9921 / 108 N. Main Cross St, Carmi, IL 62821 
 

3. Crossville Volunteer Fire Department 
618-966-2237/ 103 W. Main St, PO Box 309, Crossville, IL 62827 
 

3.2 Communication & Training Procedures 
Safety is everyone’s responsibility on site. All employees and subcontractors will receive safety training before 
they begin maintenance work onsite. This training will include pertinent information regarding hazardous 
material management, fire prevention, and how to respond to a fire emergency. The O&M Contact will be 
responsible for ensuring that all personnel receive this training. All employees must: 

• Complete an onsite training program identifying the fire risks for the project site, 
• Know the protocol and follow emergency procedures should an event occur, and  
• Review and report potential fire hazards to the Onsite O&M Contact. 

 
The Applicant will contact the emergency responders listed in Section 3.1 of this document and ensure the 
listed entities are familiar with the project site and the Emergency Response Plan before commencing full-
time commercial operation. Annual follow-ups with emergency responders will be conducted and utilized as 
an opportunity to determine the need for additional training and updates to site safety protocols. 
Additionally, specific firefighter training sources that can help train and prepare for possible dispatches to 
solar arrays are included below.  

 
3.2.1 Firefighter Training Sources 

• Fire Service Training, Underwriter's Laboratory 
• Firefighter Safety and Response for Solar Power Systems, National Fire Protection Research 

Foundation 
• Bridging the Gap: Fire Safety & Green Buildings, National Association of State Fire Marshalls 
• Guidelines for Fire Safety Elements of Solar Photovoltaic Systems, Orange County Fire Chiefs 

Association 
• Solar Photovoltaic Installation Guidelines, California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection, 

Office of the State Fire Marshall 
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• PV Safety & Firefighting, Matthew Paiss, Homepower Magazine 
 

3.3 Fire Response Conditions Unique to Photovoltaic Solar Arrays 
Unlike typical electric or gas utilities, PV modules do not stop generating electricity when the disconnect 
switch is opened. Individual PV modules utilized in this project generate voltages around 50 Volts-DC and 
currents around 10-15 Amps when exposed to sunlight, and both the top and bottom surfaces can generate 
electricity when exposed to light. The PV modules are connected into electrical “strings” that are capable of 
producing up to 1,500 Volts-DC. 

 
Electrical disconnects provided for this solar array will de-energize the AC parts of the electrical system from 
the utility point of interconnection up to and including the inverters. The disconnects will not de-energize the 
PV modules or wiring that connects the PV modules to the inverters. 

 
3.3.1 Fire Response Hazards Unique to Photovoltaic Solar Arrays 
Below is a summary of hazards associated with firefighting activities in photovoltaic solar arrays: 

 
• Shock hazard due to the presence of water and PV power during suppression activities. 

o Outdoor rated electrical enclosures may not resist water intrusion from the high-pressure 
stream of a fire hose. 

o PV panels damaged in the fire may not resist water intrusion. 
o Damaged conductors may not resist water intrusion. 

• Shock hazard due to direct contact with energized components. 
o No means of complete electrical disconnect. 

 
Due to the dangers presented above, it is not typical to practice fire suppression by means of water 
inundation within solar PV arrays. 

 

3.4 Equipment Fires 
Although extremely rare, the solar modules themselves, or the supporting electrical equipment could cause a 
fire. Class C fires are fires that involve energized electrical equipment. In the event of a Class C fire within the 
solar array, all non-emergency personnel shall immediately exit the facility and contact the appropriate 
emergency response agency. When fighting a Class C fire, ALWAYS: 

1. De-energize the circuit supplying the fire, to the extent possible. At a minimum, open the main array 
disconnect. 

2. Use a non-conductive extinguishing agent such as carbon dioxide or Halon 1211. A multi-purpose dry 
chemical (ABC) extinguisher can also be used on Class C fires. 

3. DO NOT use water, foam or other electrically conducive agents when fighting electrical fires. 
4. IF the electricity is fully shut down to the equipment involved (i.e. not involving the PV modules), the 

fire generally becomes a standard combustible fire. 
5. Always maintain a safe distance from damaged areas of the PV system to reduce risk of shock or arc. 

 
If PV modules need to be touched or moved as part of the firefighting activities, the following safety measures 
are mandatory: 
• ALWAYS wear electrical insulating gloves when handling photovoltaic modules, whether electrically 

connected or not, whether damaged or not. 
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• Modules should never be picked up or moved by anything but the frame. 
• Defective or damaged modules should be removed from the PV area and covered or placed out of the 

sun. 
 

3.5 Vegetation Fires 
Fire prevention site inspections and maintenance will ensure the site will be largely free of combustible 
vegetation with only a ground cover of maintained vegetation adjacent and beneath the solar array. Flying 
embers from off-site fire may inundate the array area during fire events. Ignition of the ground cover could 
result in a fast moving, but low intensity fire that burns in a patchy manner on the site beneath the modules. 
This type of fire would be relatively short-duration as vegetative fuels are consumed rapidly. There would not 
be a sustained source of heat and/or flame. In the event of a vegetation fire under or near the modules or 
inverters: 
• DO NOT attempt to extinguish the flames with water or other chemicals as an electric shock or arc 

could occur. 
• If possible, de-energize the array to the extent possible. At a minimum, open the main site disconnect. 
• Let the fire burn vegetation and self-extinguish. 
• If flames continue away from modules or inverters, attempt to extinguish flames. 

3.6 Fire Events during Onsite Maintenance 
In the event of a fire during a site maintenance visit, the following procedures will be followed: 
• The person discovering the fire should immediately contact 911 to report the fire. The onsite O&M 

Contacts should then be contacted. 
• Any personnel onsite should be removed from the immediate danger area in anticipation of an 

evacuation. 
• The Onsite O&M Contact will respond to the scene and ensure that the fire department has been 

dispatched. They will then determine evacuation needs, recruit/dispatch employees to assist with the 
evacuation and issue the following statement over the radio: “Attention, there is a fire emergency at 
(location name). Please evacuate (the affected area) and report to (designated meeting area). 

• At this point, all employees in the affected area will stop work immediately, take steps to safely shut 
down equipment, exit the evacuation area, and report to the designated meeting area. 

• In this scenario, fire extinguishers are to be used for escape purposes only. 
• The Onsite O&M Contact will take the necessary steps to ensure that no employee re-enters the 

evacuated area until the Fire Department arrives and assumes command. 
• No employee is required or permitted to place themselves in harm’s way to facilitate extinguishment, 

evacuation, or rescue. All rescue operations will be performed by trained professionals upon their 
arrival. 

• The O&M Contact will issue an “All Clear” only when the Fire Department informs them that it is safe to 
do so. 
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3.7 Main Array Disconnect 
First responders can de-energize the AC components of the Array through the following devices: 
 

 
 
 

 
Figure 2 – Emergency Shutdown Switch Location 
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3.7.1 PV Switchboard Main Breaker – De-energize AC Power Only 
Switch the PV Switchboard Main Breaker into the “OFF” Position. When the PV Switchboard Main Breaker is 
switched to the “OFF” Position, AC power is no longer available to the inverters. The inverters cease 
operation, and the system is offline. 

 
3.7.2 Alternate Disconnect - Pole-Mounted Group Operated Air Break (GOAB) Switch - De-energize 

AC Power Only 
Shift the Pole-Mounted GOAB Switch into the “OPEN” position. When the switch is in the open position, 
utility AC power is no longer available to the inverters. The inverters cease operation and the system is offline. 
This option allows a shutoff closer to the Point of Interconnection (POI). 

 
3.7.3 Utility Outages – AC Power Only 
When utility power is removed from the Array, the inverters will recognize AC Power is no longer available 
from the utility grid and will cease operation. Inverters will not operate without a stable utility grid and will 
wait for five minutes after stable AC Power is available prior to reenergizing. This protects utility line workers 
and first responders during utility outages. However, the PV modules will remain energized in the presence of 
sunlight. 
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EXHIBIT O: PROPERTY VALUE REPORT 
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����������	���
�	��
�����������	����������� �����������

������� !"#�$%���"!&'"(������ �(!)�('�(%!��*(!*)!)�+�!,��*(!*)!)�+�!"��-.�/'(�0*!"12��!/!�'& !*(,�334��*)�(%!����!*(5���!1����*)���(!�)!/!�'& !*(�&"'6!���'*���7��*)�&+"&'�!��(�(!)�8�(%�*9�:'�&�"(�'6�(%���"!&'"(� �2�'(%!"8��!�;!�"!&"')+�!)�'"� ')�6�!)��*��*2�6'" ,�'"�;2��*2� !�*�,�8�(%'+(�(%!�&"�'"�8"�((!*�&!" ����'*�'6�4'%*<!=*��>�33.9�
� ��

?�@�
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������ ������� �������
�� ���� ����� �������
�� �	����
������� ����	������� �
����
������� ��������
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ỳf̀{y�
ỳ
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	�n�cI�ehsg[�WNFE�NHGFGN�GFtNH�G@GFENL�uĝQsh�M@W�GSN�NIGJWN�VFWANE�M@W�GSN�CNFW[�aSJAS�JH�HEJPSGEC�ENHH�GSFI�GFtNH�TJEENL�JI�ehsi�FIL�ehsfQ��RSN�XFV�TNE@a�LJHVEFCH�GSN�H@EFW�MFWX�VFWANE�v@OGEJINL�JI�CNEE@aw�FIL�GSN�ZLx@JIJIP�yW@VNWGJNH�v@OGEJINL�JI�WNLw�FWN�IOXTNWNL�M@W�HOTHNzONIG�FIFECHJHQ�
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v	u�	��w���x �	����
�����y���z����{��w	����|��� }�~�x�������
�����
z������w|�u���
��	����������
����w	����	������
z����
����w����}����x
x��
��������w	���N@JH�_?@D�UDP@J�flh _[WGBCBCF�JGPD?�AD?K �lleMlZcGCH?GP�_?@D�UDP@J�fkh �G���GH�D[WGBCBCF�JGPD?�AD?K �lldMal�
������z��{���������
����
z��	����x��}����w���x�����}�~�x�������
�����
����
z��	���	���	��}����w���x

}�~u���	������� }����xx ���
���w������
z� ���
���w
���w
����}�� ���
������x ���
�������x ���
����������
�� ���
���w������|��� ���
���w�������� ���
�����
z���w|e la�a�cPBAA�R?Bj@ �Zaabkaa lMda e ZMk l̀ga Zblle U@LXl� �̀eM�e��x��}����w�����	�����������
���w	���



����������	���
�	��
�����������	������������ �����������

������� !"#�$%���"!&'"(������ �(!)�('�(%!��*(!*)!)�+�!,��*(!*)!)�+�!"��-.�/'(�0*!"12��!/!�'& !*(,�334,��*)�(%!����!*(5���!1����*)���(!�)!/!�'& !*(�&"'6!���'*���7,��*)�&+"&'�!��(�(!)�8�(%�*9�:'�&�"(�'6�(%���"!&'"(� �2�'(%!"8��!�;!�"!&"')+�!)�'"� ')�6�!)��*��*2�6'" ,�'"�;2��*2� !�*�,�8�(%'+(�(%!�&"�'"�8"�((!*�&!" ����'*�'6�4'%*<!=*��>�33.9��
� ��

����������������?@ABC@D�ECFG�HGDFI�JFCF�GKLMIBFK�N@C�OGCPFB�Q@AKRBR@AI�MIRAS�BTF�UFKFCGD�V@MIRAS�URAGAQF�ESFAQWXI�V@MIF�YCRQF�ZAKF[�\VYZ]̂�G�JFRSTBFK̂�CF_FGB̀IGDFI�RAKF[�OFGIMCRAS�GaFCGSF�_CRQF�QTGASFI�RA�CF_FGB�IGDFI�@C�CFNRAGAQRAS�@N�BTF�IGOF�_C@_FCBRFIb�cTF�CFIMDB�@N�@MC�GAGDWIRI�N@C�dce�fG_FFC�H@DGC�YC@LFQB̀cMCCRDD�g�hC@M_�i�RI�_CFIFABFK�@A�BTF�N@DD@JRAS�_GSFb�dce�fG_FFC�H@DGC̀cMCCRDD�̀�hC@M_�ij�cFIB�ECFG�HGDFI�kG_�



����������	���
�	��
�����������	������������ �����������

������� !"#�$%���"!&'"(������ �(!)�('�(%!��*(!*)!)�+�!,��*(!*)!)�+�!"��-.�/'(�0*!"12��!/!�'& !*(,�334,��*)�(%!����!*(5���!1����*)���(!�)!/!�'& !*(�&"'6!���'*���7,��*)�&+"&'�!��(�(!)�8�(%�*9�:'�&�"(�'6�(%���"!&'"(� �2�'(%!"8��!�;!�"!&"')+�!)�'"� ')�6�!)��*��*2�6'" ,�'"�;2��*2� !�*�,�8�(%'+(�(%!�&"�'"�8"�((!*�&!" ����'*�'6�4'%*<!=*��>�33.9��
� ��

� �?@A�BCDEAFGHI�FGBA�JKD�F@A�?ALF�MDAC�NCOA�PCL�FPK�QCRL�KH�BCDEAFS�P@GOA�F@A�BAQGCH�QCRL�KH�BCDEAF�JKD�F@A�TKHFDKO�MDAC�NCOAL�PCL�UV�QCRL�WDCHIGHI�JDKB�XX�FK�XYY�QCRLZS�[\]�̂_�\̀a_�\̀�\_b[acd_�e[fg_ac\b�ace_�]chh_f_\ac[ij�k̀ ac\b�\̀�lcb\chcm[\a�nfcm_�]chh_f_\ac[i�c\�[\o�̀h�ap_�apf__�bf̀qnlS�GF�QKAL�HKF�CrrACD�F@CF�F@A�s?t�uCrAAD�NKOCD�vCDB�@CQ�CHR�HAICFGwA�GBrCxF�KH�CQyCxAHF�rDKrADFR�wCOzAL{� �
|	}�	��~���� �	����
�����������������~	�������� ������������
�����
�������~���}������{U���	�����������
���~	���

�
�������������������
����
���	������������~��������������������
�����
����
���	���	���	�������~����?ALF�MDAC�NCOA�WXZ MQyKGHGHI�LKOCD�JCDB ���{��TKHFDKO�MDAC�NCOAL�W�Z �K���KF�CQyKGHGHI�LKOCD�JCDB
�	������
�����
����~����������
���
��������~	���



����������	���
�	��
�����������	������������ �����������

������� !"#�$%���"!&'"(������ �(!)�('�(%!��*(!*)!)�+�!,��*(!*)!)�+�!"��-.�/'(�0*!"12��!/!�'& !*(,�334,��*)�(%!����!*(5���!1����*)���(!�)!/!�'& !*(�&"'6!���'*���7,��*)�&+"&'�!��(�(!)�8�(%�*9�:'�&�"(�'6�(%���"!&'"(� �2�'(%!"8��!�;!�"!&"')+�!)�'"� ')�6�!)��*��*2�6'" ,�'"�;2��*2� !�*�,�8�(%'+(�(%!�&"�'"�8"�((!*�&!" ����'*�'6�4'%*<!=*��>�33.9��
� ��

?
@AB
�C�D@E
B�DFD�GHIH�J��
KI��
�HA�DB��BAL
�E�MN�OPQN�QRP�PS�QTN�UNVQ�WXNY�ZY[NV�\O�]XP̂_�̀�PS�QTN�aNb\[[N�ZP[YX�_XPcNdQ�eWfcP\O\Og�hXP_NXQ\NV�i�YOf�jkl�PON�VY[N�\O�]XP̂_�m�PS�QTN�aNb\[[N�ZP[YX�SYXb�eWfcP\O\Og�hXP_NXQn�̀okl�YV�RN[[�YV�WfcP\O\Og�hXP_NXQn�p�TYqN�VP[f�YQ�[NYVQ�QR\dN�PqNX�QTN�_YVQ�̀r�nNYXVs�UP�fNQNXb\ON�\S�YOn�PS�QTN�XYQNV�PS�Y__XNd\YQ\PO�SPX�QTNVN�\fNOQ\S\Nf�TPbN�VY[NV�RNXN�YSSNdQNf�tn�QTN�_XPu\b\Qn�QP�QTN�aNb\[[N�ZP[YX�SYXbl�RN�_XN_YXNf�Y�vN_NYQwZY[NV�WOY[nV\V�PO�NYdT�\fNOQ\S\Nf�YfcP\O\Og�_XP_NXQns�x\XVQl�RN�dY[d̂[YQNf�QTN�QPQY[�Y__XNd\YQ\PO�tNQRNNO�NYdT�VY[N�PS�QTN�VYbN�_XP_NXQnl�QTN�ÔbtNX�PS�bPOQTV�QTYQ�N[Y_VNf�tNQRNNO�NYdT�VY[Nl�YOf�fNQNXb\ONf�QTN�bPOQT[n�Y__XNd\YQ\PO�XYQNs�UTNOl�RN�dPb_YXNf�NuQXYdQNf�Y__XNd\YQ\PO�XYQNV�XNS[NdQNf�\O�QTN�xNfNXY[�yP̂V\Og�x\OYOdN�WgNOdn�exyxWk�yPbN�hX\dN�zOfNu�SPX�{\dT\gYO|V�i}ii~��\_�dPfN�eRTNXN�QTN�\fNOQ\S\Nf�TPbNV�YXN�[PdYQNfk�PqNX�QTN�VYbN�_NX\Pfs�UTN�\OfNu�SPX��\_�dPfNV�\V�bNYV̂XNf�PO�Y�nNYX[n�tYV\V�YOf�\V�_XNVNOQNf�tN[PRs�
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	�D�EFGHF�IH�JKLKMHNOKPI�HQ�IRK�SHMTF�QTFOU�GP�VWXYU�IRK�HZPKF�HQ�IRGS�XV[\T]FK�SGIK�NTGJ�FKTM�KSITIK�IT̂KS�HQ�_XÙaa�TPPbTMMcd�eQIKF�JKLKMHNOKPI�HQ�IRK�SHMTF�QTFO�JKLKMHNOKPIU�GP�VWXfU�FKTM�KSITIK�IT̂KS�GP]FKTSKJ�IH�TNNFĤGOTIKMc�_XgUhWfU�TP�aXa�NKF]KPI�GP]FKTSK�GP�IT̂�FKLKPbK�QHF�IRK�SGIKd� �iRK�OTN�jKMHZU�TPJ�IRK�OTNS�HP�IRK�QHMMHZGPk�NTkKSU�JGSNMTc�IRK�NTF]KMS�ZGIRGP�IRK�SHMTF�QTFO�GS�MH]TIKJ�lHbIMGPKJ�GP�jMbKmd�EFHNKFIGKS�TJnHGPGPk�IRGS�SGIK�TFK�PbOjKFKJ�QHF�SbjSKobKPI�TPTMcSGSd�

�pHOGPGHP�qPJc�qqq�\�eJnHGPGPk�EFHNKFIGKS�� �

�Cr st��@ uvw��A�B�@���
� uvwx�A�B�@���
� A�B�C�t���@� uvw��s@@�@@���y��z� uvwx�s@@�@@���y��z� y��z��C�t���@�{��
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�jfO�jOL̀�dFOM�eMNOL�QR�GFEHI�J�MFO�NEPM̀O_�iÒ\OOR�TTW�aOÒ�MR_�lVY�aOÒ�aFEg�̀fO�fEHLO�̀E�̀fO�LENMF�IMRONLk�jfO�cER̀FEN�dFOM�eMNOL�MFO�NEPM̀O_�iO]ER_�̀fQL�MFOM[�QR�ÈfOF�MFOML�Ea�̀fO�cFELLaQON_�mQbQLQER[�MR_�QR�ÈfOF�ROMFi]�LHi_QbQLQERLk�
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�@ABCDE�BFG�HGIJBCKGIL�MNJII�OHCPG�QCRRGHGDBCJIS�TU�VWTXW�YWZ�[Z\Y�]̂Z_�̀_aZ\�VẐZ�WTbWẐ�YW_U�YWZ�cZdT_U�ef̂�YWZ�gfUŶfa�]̂Z_\�̀_aZ\h�TU�ifYW�ĵfkl\�m�_Ud�nh�TY�dfZ\�UfY�_llZ_̂�YW_Y�YWZ�opq]�r̂_UsYfU�\fa_̂�e_̂c�W_d�_Ut�UZb_YTuZ�Tcl_XY�fU�_dvfTUTUb�l̂flẐYt�u_akZ\w��� �
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