Kayci Heil
White County Clerk & Recorder

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE HANKS HILL FARMS LLC BY PIVOT ENERGY
AUGUST 20, 2025

The White County Board convened at the White County Courthouse in the City of Carmi, State of Illinois, on Wednesday the 20th day of August, at 6:30 p.m. and was called to order by Chairman Cassie Pigg.
Chairman Pigg stated that the purpose of the public hearing was a presentation by Pivot Energy and called the meeting to order.  
Chairman Pigg stated that they wanted to do public comment first and reminded them that it is limited to 5 minutes.
Heather Cowling started with the proposed project that surrounds her house, and the property owners do not live in the County.  She told the Board that the main reason she purchased the property was due to the location and views.  She tells the Board that she believes this property would be better placed somewhere else.  
Brian Blaylock he told the Board that he wanted to concur with what Heather Cowling told the Board.  He told the Board that he believes there are unknown health issues associated with the panels.
Martin Ray Barbre sent in a letter support for the solar company and read his letter to the Board. 
Merrill Read with Pivot Energy handed out a copy of the presentation and that can be found in the County Clerk’s Office in the Pivot Energy folder.  The application can be found online on the County’s website.  She started by giving the Board a background picture of who Pivot Energy is and information about their company.
This project is on 12.23 of 77 acres of the parcel and setbacks are 50’ from the roads 100’ from residential areas.  She told the Board that they will use agricultural game style fence with mesh wiring and cedar post.  This is a 1.95-megawatt AC system.  Noting the concerns from the neighbors, they have extended the tree line to the North.  
She went on to further explain the panels that will be used to the Board.  Pivot is dedicated to be a dual-use developer.  She said that they will be using either sheep to maintain vegetation or bees to help pollinate.  For this project, they will be using sheep to maintain the vegetation.

They talked about their community involvement and that this is a $10,000 dollar donation to groups within the community.  
Chairman Pigg explained to the audience that this is where the public hearing adjourns and then it is voted on during the meeting.  
Chairman Pigg asked for a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Spencer made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Cannon.  Vote by acclamation.  





