Kayci Heil
White County Clerk & Recorder

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR WHITE COUNTY BOARD MEETING ON:
August 20, 2025

The White County Board convened at the White County Courthouse in the City of Carmi, State of Illinois, on Wednesday the 20th day of August, at 7:00 p.m. and was called to order by County Board Chairperson Cassie Pigg.
The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
On Roll Call, the following Board members responded as being present, which represented a quorum: Cassie, Pigg Kenny Usery, Amanda Cannon, Clint Spencer and David South were present.  
MOTION was made by Mr. Usery seconded by Mrs. Cannon, to approve the minutes of the White County Board meeting.  Vote by acclamation.  All voting aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  

COUNTY OFFICER REPORTS
County Clerk: Told the Board that she had mailed out all the cards for the voter purge and that petition pick up is going on at this time.
County Treasurer: Treasurer Baxley submitted his report in writing but was not in attendance.
Circuit Clerk: Not in attendance
Ambulance: 
State’s Attorney: Mr. Neal stated that everything was going well.
Sheriff: Mr. Weiss told the Board that he had to call in a plumber due to a large water bill and the toilets in the Courthouse were leaking and running.  He also told the Board that the last week or so the Jail has had multiple transports over the tri state area. 
Supervisor of Assessments: Not in attendance
Highway: Mr. Ray told the Board that most of his items on his consent agenda.  They are starting on the bridge design on 4 bridges and getting those going.  They are repairing the road in Centerville due to the solar farm coming in.  He told the Board that they are replacing the bridge in Centerville with grant money and are looking at the feasibility of keeping the old bridge open while the build the new bridge.  It does not look like that will be happening due to the cost.  He told the Board that this would not take place until 2028 and if everything went good and we had perfect weather, then the road would only be closed for 3 months.
EMA: Sheriff Weiss told the Board that there is an entity that has surplus equipment and if we want to expand, then he can apply for it.  
TB Officer: Not in attendance
Coroner: Coroner Marsh told the Board that Sangamon County has opened their new facility.  He stated that he got the contract with Springfield Hospital terminated.  He also stated that he had a case that went through the Southern Illinois Child Death Task Force, and he has been reimbursed for the autopsy fee.
911: Not in attendance
Administrative Services: Mr. Harmon thanked everyone for the work that was done during the budget meeting.  He stated that at the last meeting the Board tabled an item for flood plain administrator and the sample ordinance that was provided by the State is 30 pages.  It not only impacts people doing new construction, but anyone adjusting their property.  He wants the Board to take time to read the ordinance before acting.  He has prepared a checklist for each section that is required for each section.  Chairman Pigg said that the consequence of not implementing is that no one is qualified for the national flood insurance, but if they do implement it then everyone is subject to fees.  
Chairperson Pigg asked if there was any public comment: 
Mr. JC Tinsley was in attendance for Pets at Risk and read a statement that he had prepared.  He addresses comments that were made at the last meeting.  He went on to further state that there is a lack of training and a lack of procedures that need to be addressed.  He would like the Board to work with Pets at Risk to start doing better at the pound.  
Danielle Browning is the White County Manager with WADI and said if there were any questions to give her a call.
Chairman Cassie Pigg made a statement on behalf of herself.  She thanked everyone for showing up and having a heart for the animals and that this is important.  She said the reason his is on agenda is for volunteering and she would love to see that happen, but we would need to come together to see this done correctly and safely.  She would love everyone in attendance to help come together with solutions to make the pound a better place.  The day started with $700,000 in total and I would love to see everyone to help us look for grants or help with fundraising opportunities.  
Amy Balding told the Board that she did not think that we were inventing the wheel and told the Board to ask other Counties how they handle having volunteers.  Chairman Pigg stated that there is only one Animal Control officer and will need a task force to handle training.  
There was more concern about not letting this linger and that their needs to be structure in the program.  

Consent Agenda
The consent agenda was read by Chairperson Pigg.
1. Discussion and possible approval of the renewing of the lease for the dog pound.
2. Discussion and possible approval of the Resolution for selling 19-01-209-012 to Kaylee & Mila Carlton for $830.00.
3. Discussion and possible approval a Preliminary & Construction Engineering Agreement for the design and construction of Section 24-08150-00-BR, a bridge in Indian Creek Township
4. Discussion and possible approval a Preliminary & Construction Engineering Agreement for the design and construction of Section 24-08148-00-BR, a bridge in Indian Creek Township.
5. Discussion and possible approval of a Preliminary & Construction Engineering Agreement for the design and construction of Section 24-03124-00-BR, a bridge in Emma Township.
6. Discussion and possible approval of a Preliminary & Construction Engineering Agreement for the design and construction of Section 24-01116-00-BR, a bridge in Burnt Prairie Township.
7. Discussion and possible approval of the 2026 holiday schedule.
8. Discussion and possible approval of the renewal of Guardian Insurance starting October 1, 2025 – AD&D, Dental, Basic Life, Voluntary Life, and Vision Insurance.
9. Discussion and possible approval of the sale of excess equipment for the Ambulance Service (rescue truck).

Mr. South had questions about the lease at the dog pound.  Chairman Pigg stated that it is leased from Marilyn Gentry. 

Chairman Pigg asked if anyone would like any of the items removed from the agenda.  


MOTION was made by Mr. South, seconded by Mr. Usery to approve items on the consent agenda.  Vote passed by roll call. Motion carried.


OLD BUSINESS
1.  Discussion on the animal control process.  (tabled item)
Chairman Pigg stated she sent out research about facility updates, funding, proper training and oversight.  Mr. South stated that we have a commitment to our community to check with other Counties and neighboring Counties and find out what works best for us and opportunities that we have and revisiting this in October. Chairman Pigg stated that she would be willing to take the lead to work with Pets at Risk.  She stated that their needs to be a more set process in place.  
MOTION was made by Mrs. Cannon, seconded by Mr. South, for Cassie to head up a working group to update the animal control policy.  Vote passed by roll call. Motion carried.


NEW BUSINESS
1. Discussion and possible approval of the request from South 14 Workforce Investment Board Inc to approve their PY25 Allocated Funding Submission.  Pam Barbree in attendance.
Pam was in attendance and explained to the Board what the Southern Illinois 14 Workforce Investment Board offers.  
MOTION was made by Mr. South, seconded by Mr. Spencer, to approve the funding.  Vote by acclamation.  All voting aye, none nay.  Motion carried.
2. Discussion and possible approval of the floodplain ordinance and the proposed plan for floodplain.
MOTION was made by Mrs. Cannon, seconded by Mr. Spencer, to table this item.  Vote passed by roll call. Motion carried.
3. Discussion and possible approval of a solar permit for Pivot Energy, LLC.
Chairman Pigg addressed the report from Bellwether, and several items were n/a.  Mr. Harmon explained that there are certain criteria that they must follow if they are in the area.  Mr. South asked if they had talked to local individuals.  She told the Board that they had a community meeting and a property value expert to help explain property value.  A representative from CohnReznick gave a presentation to the Board.  That can be found in the County Clerk's Office in the Pivot Energy folder.  Chairman Pigg asked about if you offer a buy out and they do not, but they offer a tree voucher to add trees.  Another individual asked what set Pivot apart from other solar companies.  Merrill Read said that they are owner operators so they will stay with the project until it is completed.  She said they go above and beyond to add additional screening for neighbors and that they care about their projects.
MOTION was made by Mr. South, seconded by Mr. Usery, to table this item.  Vote passed by roll call. 
4. Discussion and possible approval of appointing Alan Wurst as EMA director.
MOTION was made by Mrs. Cannon, seconded by Mr. Usery, to approve this appointment.  Vote by acclamation.  Vote by roll call. Motion carried.



CLAIMS

MOTION was made by Mr. Usery, seconded by Mr. Spencer, to approve all bills.  Vote passed by roll call. Motion carried. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
No items for Executive Session.

County Board Member Non-Action Items and Comments


Next meeting will be September 17th, at 7:00 p.m. in the White County Courthouse. 

MOTION was made by Mr. Usery, seconded by Mrs. Cannon, to adjourn.  Vote by acclamation.  All voting aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  


