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Deputy State’s Attorney

Debbie Feinstein,
Chief, Family Violence Division,
State’s Attorney’s Office for Montgomery County

Elizabeth Evans,Elizabeth Evans,
Chief, Office of the County Attorney,
Division of Health and Human Services

A. Thomas Grazio,
Director, The Tree House

Lisa Merkin,
Director, Child Welfare Services

Captain Jim Humphries,Captain Jim Humphries,
Director, Special Victims Investigations Division, 
Department of Police

COLLABORATIVE COLLEAGUES
The Primary Care Coalition 
of Montgomery County, MD

Montgomery County
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Program

Montgomery County
Child Welfare ServicesChild Welfare Services

Montgomery County 
Crisis Center

Montgomery County 
Department of Police

Montgomery County
Office of the County Attorney

Montgomery CountyMontgomery County
Sheriff’s Office

Montgomery County
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Journey to Healing - Part One
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      Realizing Ethan would require further help to overcome the
    trauma of the abuse, our interviewer referred Ethan to
The Tree House pediatrician and mental health director.

Ethan’s journey began when he was referred for a
  forensic interview by Montgomery County, MD Child Welfare
   Services. Upon arrival, Ethan was angry and upset, yet,
     since our forensic interviewer is expertly trained to help children 
       speak freely and without judgment, he was able to disclose
        being sexual abused by his cousin over the past three years.
                He told our interviewer the abuse took place at his home and
         at a local park. He also explained his cousin often enlisted a
          friend to “help” when at the park. Ethan went on to say his 
           abuser gained his mother’s trust as someone who could
            watch him, and she allowed the boy to spend time with
            Ethan alone without hesitation. His disclosure included a
           warning he received not to tell anyone, or worse things
                    would happen to him and his family. The interview was
        recorded and shared with law enforcement. Ethan only had
     to tell his terrible story once. 

The services provided by The Tree House CAC to children and families
  in need are divided into two categories, forensic, or fact-finding, and support.
      Forensic services include specialized Interviews and Medical Exams, while
        support services consist of Mental Health Services and Victim Advocacy.
                   This is the story of Ethan and his mother as The Tree House
                    provided these services and the family embarked on their
                                                Journey to Healing.



Percentages represent clients receiving each service.
Children often receive multiple services at The Tree House.

Children often experience more than
one type of victimization.

Victimization, Services, Age, Race and Gender
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Gender
        

Race
        

Age
        

692 New Clients, 164 Ongoing Clients, 856 Total Clients
Charts and figures reflect data July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016
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Journey to Healing - Part Two 
Ethan’s journey continued with a visit with our board-certified child abuse pediatrician
in her office, across the hall from the forensic interview room. She calmly explained who
she was and asked if Ethan knew why he was there. He responded he was there for an exam
due to the abuse. He felt safe with the pediatrician and explained to her he could finally tell
what was happening, after years of abuse, because he was now older and felt stronger.
He was then led down the hall to the child-friendly exam room, where he was examined

ffor evidence of the abuse and tests were run for sexually-transmitted diseases.
Thankfully, Ethan presented no lasting physical injuries and the tests returned as negative.

The pediatrician filed a report of            her findings with law enforcement,
        to be used in the                              criminal investigation.
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IN RECOGNITION OF GRANTORS
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In Memory of Carla Benway
Reverend David Benway
Leonard & Maria Nichols
Judith Palfrey, Palfrey Associates
The Kiwanis Club of Montgomery Village

In Honor of Carol & Niles Blecher
Nina Blecher & Mark ShusterNina Blecher & Mark Shuster
Debbie & Paul Rankin

In Honor of Nina Blecher
Sumy & Benjamin Chacko
Megan Coursey
Nancy & Frank Davis
Wendy Levine
Ayda SanverAyda Sanver

In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dodge
Dr. John & Mrs. Diana Young

In Honor of Kayla Friedman
Annette Friedman 

In Memory of Alicia Hartman
Jamie & Michael Taylor

In Memory of Irvin HayesIn Memory of Irvin Hayes
Alta Hayes

In Memory of San Bong Jung
Ayda Sanver

In Memory of Louis Korenman
Julia Korenman & Howard Tracer

In Memory of Anthony Lee
Nora Lee

In Honor of Agnes Leshner
Judith Dornstreitch 

In Honor of  Owen McFarlandIn Honor of  Owen McFarland
Catherine Leedom & Stanley Giberson
Nicole McFarland
Margaret & David Sonday
Joan & William Stanton

In Honor of Kristin & Jeff Phoenix & Family
Marion Schaefer

In Honor of Carol Radley In Honor of Carol Radley Wojkowski
The Jeanine Lamb Family

In Honor of the Santiago Family Baptism
Melissa Lichter

In Honor of Benson Henry Schweizer
Anonymous
Tim Herrmann
Melissa LichterMelissa Lichter

In Honor of Loretta & Richard St. John
Annette & Dave Satkowski

In Memory of Rebecca Toner
Deleatha Phillips

Children and Family Legacy Fund 
At the Community Foundation for the
National Capital Region

Community Foundation in
Montgomery County

Families Blossom

Governor’s Office of CrimeGovernor’s Office of Crime
Control and Prevention (GOCCP)

J.W. and A.S. Marriott Foundation

Mary and Daniel Loughran Foundation

Maryland Children’s Alliance (MCA)

Maximus Foundation

Moscow Philanthropic Fund/
United Jewish FoundationUnited Jewish Foundation

Nancy Peery Marriott Foundation

National Children’s Advocacy Center
(NCAC)

National Children’s Alliance (NCA)

Nora Roberts Foundation

Victims of Crime Assistance (VOCA)



(continued)

PROTECTORS
$1,000 - $5,000

GUARDIANS
$500 - $999

NUTURERS
$100 - $499
Kathleen Anderson
Sammy Andrus
Ayda Sanver Consulting, LLC
Beall Elementary PTA
Reverend David Benway
Toni Lee Blate
Nina Blecher & Mark ShusterNina Blecher & Mark Shuster
Sheldon Blecher
Terese & Kenneth Brown

Anonymous
Karen & Andrew Auerbach
Meggy Newton
Technical Resources Intl., Inc.

Anonymous
May & Richard Ertzinger
Montgomery County Maryland 
Alumnae Chapter Of Kappa Delta
Carl Peterson & Suzanne Underwald
Sheena & Han Turan Saydam
John SchneiderJohn Schneider

Complete Care For Kids, LLC
Edward Corwin
Nancy & Frank Davis
District Court Of Maryland Staff
Drs. Ensor, Johnson & Lewis
Cindy Feldman, Progressions Salon
Harriet & Michael FinkelsteinHarriet & Michael Finkelstein
Ben Golueke, Mt. Airy Liquors
Arlene Hale
Jonathan Hardis
Kristin Heggen
Gale Held & Bob Schmitz
Don Hoffacker,
Don Hoffacker's Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc.Don Hoffacker's Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc.
Jodi Jacobson
Nichole L Jenkins Washington
Toby Kahn
Joan Kenney & John Bedard
Julia Korenman & Howard Tracer
Helen & David Krause
Nancy & Mike KrauseNancy & Mike Krause
Isiah & Catherine Leggett
Agnes & Alan Leshner
McCarthy/ Luna Family
MedImmune Oncology Writers
Carolyn Gatling Morris & John Morris
Katherine Offutt
Nikita OmarNikita Omar

Judith Palfrey, Palfrey Associates
Judith Phillips
Lynn & Kevin Puscas
Kaitlin Rancier & Sergio Hurtado
Debbie & Paul Rankin
Sean Roberts
Beth & Mark RosenfeldBeth & Mark Rosenfeld
Ayda Sanver
Annette & Dave Satkowski
Marion Schaefer
Ellen Schaefer-Salins
& Kenneth Salins
Dean Sigmon
Jamie & Michael TaylorJamie & Michael Taylor
W. Don Thorne
Kevin Tucker
Nancy & Robert Turner
Faith Williams
Susan & Albert Williams
Dr. John & Mrs. Diana Young
Susan & Larry ZimmermanSusan & Larry Zimmerman
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(continued)

FRIENDS
Up to $99

Anonymous
Aileen Baron
Fran & Harvey Berger
Toby & Philip Berman
Margie Billian,
Colour & Design by Margie Billian
Nanci BrownNanci Brown
Susan & Robert Cecil
Sumy & Benjamin Chacko
Robin Chernoff
John Choi, MD, PC
Gi Chong
Jane H. Chretien, MD
Jennifer ColeJennifer Cole
Megan Coursey
Theresa Cuddy
Judith Dornstreich
Jennifer Douville
Debbie & Gerald Ehrenstein
Christa & Jeffrey Eickhoff
Maura FolkinsMaura Folkins
Annette Friedman
Elaine & Charles Garfinkel
Carol W. Garvey
Nancy Gross Goldberg

Dawn Griffin
Alta Hayes
Tim Herrmann
Miriam Klein
Benita Koch
Jeanine Lamb Family
Linda LearyLinda Leary
Catherine Leedom & Stanley Giberson

Wendy Levine

Melissa Lichter

Marie Lurquin & Peter Kaufman

Beth Molesworth

Linda A. More

Lauren Moskowitz, Perfectly PoshLauren Moskowitz, Perfectly Posh

Beth Narrow

Leonard & Maria Nichols

Nathalie Young Okhowat

Gail Olson

Fredric W. Parsons

Deleatha Phillips

Sharon & Joseph RanaudoSharon & Joseph Ranaudo

Nancy & Frank Robinson

Aaron Rubin

Richard Ruth

Gwendolyn & Roger Sandberg

Carla Satinsky

Katherine D. Savage

Saydam Properties Group

Gerald & Marsha Scheinman

Leslie Shedlin

Natalie ShusterNatalie Shuster

Thelma Shuster

Linda & Melvin Slan

Nancy & Jonathan Solomon

Margaret & David Sonday

Joan & William Stanton

Eva Sullivan & Frank Conlon

Heather & Steven TuckHeather & Steven Tuck

Gail & Stanley Vossler

Michael Vyskocil

Sarah Walton

The Wattenbergs

Stuart Weinstein

Deborah Weltz & David Lang

Nadia WilkinsNadia Wilkins

Ryan Williams

Don Zimmerman
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(continued)

IN-KIND DONORS
Kate Adams

Rachael & Chris Anatole

Steve Andruski,
The Rockville Bike Hub

Carolyn & Abigail Autenrieth

Maya Benavides

Reverend David BenwayReverend David Benway

Margie Billian,
Colour & Design by Margie Billian

Nina Blecher & Mark Shuster

The Block Family

Meagan Brady

Bobbi Cohan

Bobbie ColemanBobbie Coleman

Ramona & Stephen Pietro David de la Pena

Amitha Emmanuel

Susan & Ertan Eren

May & Richard Ertzinger

ESAC, Inc.

Veronica Falero

Lloyda ForbesLloyda Forbes

Sarah Friedlander

Jennifer & Eric Gatz

Sabina Gill

Matty Gladstone

Karina Guisande-Saenz

Arlene Hale

Hale Accounting Services, Inc.

Tal Harrison

Gretchen & Dave Hartman

Kristin Heggen

Joe HutchisonJoe Hutchison

Liz Jackson

Karina Jimenez-Donovan

Jason Katz

Nancy & Mike Krause

Liberty's Promise

Charlie Liebetrau

Bonnie LiuBonnie Liu

The Loubert Family

Elisha Lubar & Jennifer Simpson

Bradley Lugo

Maria Maestros, Moda Optic

Jessica Martin

Nicole McFarland

Melissa McIntireMelissa McIntire

Alicia & Charles Meyer

Maureen Miller

Michelle Mingo-Medina

Jaida & Mateo Medina

Erika Molinara

Montgomery Village Kiwanis Club

Lauren Moskowitz, Perfectly Posh

Caitlin Mueller, Structura, Inc.

Beth Narrow

Shelley & Mike Nasso

Jennifer Ng

The Nino Huff FamilyThe Nino Huff Family

Georgetown Hill

Medimmune

Judith Phillips

Theresa Phillips

The Phoenix Family - Burning Brightle

Anita Pinto

Qiagen SciencesQiagen Sciences

Jake & Charles Regan

Marisa & Brian Roinestad

Fran Rubin

Ayda Sanver

LaRue Savoy

Sheena & Han Turan Saydam

Ellen Schaefer-Salins & Kenneth SalinsEllen Schaefer-Salins & Kenneth Salins

Jay Schuler

Seneca Valley High School Key Club

Beth & John Sheeran

Rachael Spiegel

Loretta & Richard St. John
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(continued)

IN-KIND DONORS (continued)

VOLUNTEERS

Sarah Friedlander 

Girl Scout Troop 3801 

Andrea Golden

Gail  Goldfarb

Joe Hutchison

Gayathri Jayawardena

Renu JunejaRenu Juneja

Liberty's Promise

Kaitlin Luna

Jessica Martin

Jaida Medina 

Michelle Mingo-Medina

The Montgomery County
Alumnae Chapter of Kappa DeltaAlumnae Chapter of Kappa Delta

Montgomery Village Kiwanis Club

Lauren Moskowitz

Caitlin Mueller

Beth  Narrow

Nikita Omar

Judy  Phillips

Jake  ReganJake  Regan

Laura Rosenberg

La Rue J Savoy

Sheena Saydam

Seneca Valley High School Key Club 

Amy Stafford

Megan Tarrant

Darline Thomas

Erika Vassell

Vanessa Yu

Steve Andruski

Amanda Baker

Maya  Benavides

Sherry Brashear

Sarah Burnett

ESAC, Inc 

Sarah FassSarah Fass

Kimberly Fognano

Julie France

Amy Stafford

Suzanne Stout

Karen Street

Barbara Strong

Jessica Sweet

The Tickleweeds Class

Hilary Van WagnerHilary Van Wagner

Fairhaven United Methodist Church

Erika Vassell

Nichole L Jenkins Washington

The Wattenbergs

Amy Weinberg

Andrew Whipp

Julie WolffJulie Wolff
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Ethan’s journey to healing brought him to one of The Tree House’s trauma-trained therapists.
He was evaluated and then received counseling for over a year. At the start of treatment, Ethan was
diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). He exhibited intrusive memories of the abuse,
nightmares, and flashbacks. He experienced emotional distress and strong physical fear when he

encountered trauma reminders, and so he avoided things associated with                                                      
the abuse: thoughts, feelings, and memories, as well as people, places,                                                         

aand activities. He experienced aggressive outbursts                                                               
and persistent feelings of anger and fear.                                                                 

Ethan was engaged and enthusiastic in therapy. Initially, he had                                                                
    a difficult time writing the trauma narrative, a process by which                                                                 

  children are asked to remember the details of their abuse                                                               
aand identify their thoughts and feelings associated with it.                                                               

Slowly, with gentle encouragement from his therapist, he                                                                            
was able to complete his narrative. He successfully shared                                                                          
his story with his mother, who was supportive, loving,                                                                         

      and empathic.                                                                         
 

 By t By the end of treatment, Ethan's mother reported that                                                                            
 he greatly benefited from the therapy. He was                                                                                
now much happier and less angry. He was more                                                                                 

  comfortable talking about his trauma history, as                                                                                   
well as his thoughts and feelings  in general.                                                                                     

HHe graduated from therapy clear of any                                                                                    
mental health diagnoses!                                                                                 

Journey to Healing - Part Three 
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Up to $99
Anonymous
Kimberly Adams
Ruthlee Adler
Uma & Mandeep Ahluwalia
Jamie Albright
Jack AllnuttJack Allnutt
Mr. & Mrs. James Bailey
Joann K. Barnes
Scott Bevis
Jessica Bland
Debi Butler
Alena Callaghan
Virginia Carnrick & Keith JonesVirginia Carnrick & Keith Jones
Mary Coffin
Dan Davis
Garet Edwards
Kathleen Evans
Bruce Freer
Patricia Gershanik
Mina GoraniMina Gorani
Zoya Gorani
Arlene Hale
Richard Henley
Richard Katon
Christine, Zach, & Carly Krivda
Ronni & Mark Lederman

Susan & John Lemmon
Josh Lich
Carol Litman
Jessica Lund
Finley Martin
Kathy McLaughlin
Cheryl MiotlaCheryl Miotla
Narayan Natarajan
Theresa Phillips
Jon Pugh
Colette Releford
Laura Rice
Bahar Rowhani
Ayda SanverAyda Sanver
Jane Sappington
Marion Schaefer
Rick and Valerie Sell
Jeffrey Shaffer
Jim Sims
Manjinder Singh
Susan SwiftSusan Swift
W. Don Thorne
Rebecca Wattenschaidt
David Williams
Dorothy Williams
Matthew Winter
Alma Zaki

IN KIND DONORS
Argyle Country Club
Bach to Rock
Beauty Naturals
Best Western Plus Rockville
Hotel & Suites
Buy Buy BabyBuy Buy Baby
Chipotle
Dawson's Market
Flagship Carwash Center
Giant Food
Harris Teeter
Linganore Winecellars
Matty GladstoneMatty Gladstone
My Gym Kentlands
National Aquarium
Newseum
Nina Blecher & Mark Shuster
Olney Theatre Center
Omni Homestead Resort
Parkway Custom DrycleaningParkway Custom Drycleaning
Rotary Club of Olney
Safeway
Shoppers Food & Pharmacy
Six Flags America
The International Spy Museum
Washington Nationals Baseball Club
WegmansWegmans
Zengo Cycle
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COOKIE STAND VOLUNTEERS
Becky Abel
Erica Ahmed
Mary Allen
Nancy Arthur
Lamah Asadullah
Jen AurouxJen Auroux
Dana Bell
Annie Bender
Nina Blecher
Colleen Bogan
Karen Bowers
Jennifer Bowers
Pam BowesPam Bowes
Ray Bowman
Erin Brown
Beverly Campbell
Laura Choy
Margaret Christoph
Julie Clark
Max ColemanMax Coleman
Cristina Cordova
Sara Cuomo
Zenia Debs
Margaret Doan
Bernard Doan
Karla Fitz
Alexis FrenchAlexis French

Melissa Frohna
Jennifer Gendel
Tammy Glass
Kate Gold
Avi Goldscheider
Taima Gomez
Laura GoodmanLaura Goodman
Beatriz Guido
Atalya Ha
Natanel Ha
Dorne Hill
Maya Himawan
Gayathri Jayawardena
Sweta LadwaSweta Ladwa
Isabelle Leo
Benjamin Li
Tom McCarthy
Cole McElhany
Sandra Merino
Alexandra Merino
Laura MoneyLaura Money
Jennifer Moss
Katie Nannes
Beth Narrow
Dhruv Pai
Jamie Parker
Judy Phillips
Theresa PhillipsTheresa Phillips

Kristin Phoenix
Laura Pierce
Anita Pinto
Patty Powers
Larry Price
Vaishnavi Rao
Dora ReinekeDora Reineke
Lauri Rodich
Kristin Michel Rodriguez
Amanda Rodriguez
Deborah Ruddy
Debbie Sahlin
Michael Samuels
Ashley SaucierAshley Saucier
LaRue Savoy
Henry Schaefer
Sam Segal
Katiya Shell
Natalie Shuster
Patrick Sieg
Lisa SiegLisa Sieg
Elizabeth So
Chrissy Spano
Loretta St. John
Erin Stillwell
Holly Stone
Tommy Tavenner
Yanina TicasYanina Ticas

Cindy Vargas
Susie Warner
Mike Weiner
Margaret Weiner
Ryan Wess
Stephanie Wolf
Mitchell WoolMitchell Wool
Robyn Wool Parks
Emily Wu
Vivian Yao

OTHER VOLUNTEERS
Meron Abiy
Steve Andruski
Amanda BakerAmanda Baker
Michelle Barker-Finn
Kevin Belanger
Connie Bertka
Sam Bever
Nina Blecher
Nancy Breen
Dorothy BrownDorothy Brown
Jenna Calton
Sophie Chan-Wood
Elizabeth Chen
May Chen
Sarah Cohen
Mark DeCamp
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OTHER VOLUNTEERS
Mei Feng
Teresa Feng 
Betty Figlure 
Ashley Frank 
Denny Freezer 
Matty GladstoneMatty Gladstone 
Alison Good 
Carly Good 
Warner Good 
Tom Grazio 
Soroya Grieser 
Mitch Gross 
Lorena GuidoLorena Guido 
Marta Rivas Guzman 
Jacqueline Hadrosek 
Arlene Hale 
Alta Hayes 
Ann Hoffman 
Tracy Holt 
Thomas JohnsThomas Johns 
Belindah Iones 
Joseph Jones 
Rubika Ioshi 
Elysha Kaplan-Singer 
Tanya Kulprasertrat
Neville Levi
Carol LitmanCarol Litman
Lynn Losert
Brad Lugo

 

Rosa Luna
David Merkin
Bill Michie
Maureen Miller
Kathleen Musslewhite
Laszlo Otvos
Mariah PerryMariah Perry
Carl Peterson
Susan Phillips
Judy Phillips

Theresa Phillips & Family
Mark Pierzchala
Anita Pinto
Dolores Pope
Susan Province
Jasmine Pullen
Earlene ReynoldsEarlene Reynolds
Bo Romero
Brenda Ruby
Eva Salins

Ellen Schaefer-Salins
Amber Serre
Tasneen Sharaf
Ivette Sherman
Samantha Sherman
Tammy Shrimpton
Alana ShusterAlana Shuster
Mark Shuster
Lisa Sieg
Christine J. Sim
Jonathan Solomon
Lauren Sorensen
Loretta St. John
Stewart StoutStewart Stout
Suzanne Stout
Michele Thomas
Gary Thompson
Tracy Threefoot
Suzanne Underwald
Jane Velugu
Cathy WattenbergCathy Wattenberg
Andrew Whipp
Suzanne Wilson
Stephanie Wolf
Alexa Young
Brenda Young
Isabelle Young
Cristina ZweigCristina Zweig
Emily Zweig
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Journey to Healing -Part Four 
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 Ethan faced a long and arduous road to overcome the trauma
 of his abuse and to feel safe and secure again. Thanks to
 The Tree House, and their hard work, Ethan and his mother
 were able to move past the ordeal he experienced as they
  completed their Journey of Healing.

 the family to court. She also gave them information regarding
     victimization, victim’s rights, what to expect in court, and helped
                 them navigate the legal process from a temporary Peace Order
                         to an extension on the Order and finally receiving the final
                           Peace Order. They were thankful and grateful for the
                           assistance they received throughout the entire process.
                           With t                           With the Peace Order in place, both Ethan and his mother
                          feel safer, more secure and protected. 

The last leg of Ethan’s journey was with The Tree House’s victim advocate. While undergoing
therapy at the Tree House, Ethan was again approached by his abuser. He was emotionally able
to handle seeing his perpetrator again, and responded by immediately reporting the incident to
his mother. Ethan’s therapist promptly referred the family to The Tree House’s victim advocate.
                                                     With her help, Ethan’s mother filed a petition for a Peace Order
                                                        (a form of legal protection that enables an individual who wishes to
                                                          be                                                           be protected to ask the Court to order another person to stay away
                                                           and refrain from any contact with them). The victim advocate
                                                            helped Ethan’s mother complete the paperwork and accompanied



Financial Statement FY16 (July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016)
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Your donation serves our local families and children

$5

$10

$20 

$25

$30

$50

   

$75

$100

$250

$500

$1,000

$5,000

Pays for bubbles used in breathing
exercises during therapy

Provides snacks and drinks for 10
children waiting for services

Allows us to buy new toys and books
for our waiting room

Provides first aid supplies for one monthProvides first aid supplies for one month

Allows our Victim Advocate to attend
court with our children for one hour

Provides one hour of Mental Health
Therapy

Provides round trip transportation
for a child in need

Provides one hour of Physician care

Pays for 14 days of HIV prophylaxis
for one child

Allows us to perform a full psychological
assessment of a childassessment of a child
Allows us to perform a full medical exam
including all lab work for a child

Allows us to perform a complete forensic
evaluation of a child

Enables us to provide one family with a full
course of medical, therapeutic, and victim
assistance servicesassistance services
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Tax deductible donations can be made online at TreeHouseMD.org (click on “Donate Today”)
or by mail (please make check payable to The Tree House CAC) and send to:
The Tree House CAC, 7300 Calhoun Place, Suite 600, Rockville, MD 20855



The Tree House CAC is an accredited member of
The National Children’s Alliance.

Illustrations in this report are not depictions of actual clients

to protect client privacy. The story, however, is very real. 


