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< Ruthie, Eva, and Emma

This is the story of three sisters who began their lives amidst the chaos of a physically, sexually,
and emotionally abusive home. They were placed in foster care at the ages of two, three, and
five; eventually, their biological parents relinquished their parental rights. All three girls struggled
with severe emotional and behavioral problems. They were in therapy at a variety of places with
therapists who did not specialize in treating abuse and trauma, without much success. Then their
foster parents found The Tree House and our therapists specifically

trained to help children like them. After a year of showing courage

in therapy, the girls were able to tell their stories and make sense of % a’nd
the horrors they experienced. Our therapists also worked with the 1 ﬂ B
girls to learn healthy coping skills. With the support of their loving

and patient foster parents, who have become their permanent
adoptive parents, the girls were able to incorporate the skills they developed in therapy to work
through their difficult behaviors at home and in the community. Today, the family is no longer in

a constant state of crisis and all three girls are thriving. They truly are a success story!
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Our Nurturing Team

The Tree House Staff and Partners

STAFF
A. Thomas Grazio, LCSW-C,

Director

Nina Blecher, IT Consultant
and Community Outreach Coordinator

Elizabeth Blinn,

Development Specialist

Andrea Coleman, RN,

Nurse

Lorena Guido,
Victim Advocate

Simone Jacobs, LCSW-C,

Mental Health Therapist

Jessica Jupiter, Psy.D.,

Psychology Associate, Post Doctoral Fellow

Sara Kulow-Malave, LCSW-C,

Forensic Interviewer

Tree House

S U RPECAQOKIESTAES

Laszlo Otvos
Event Manager
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Jeanine Lamb, MSW, LICSW,
Mental Health Therapist

Sandra Merino,
Administrative Assistant

Alicia Meyer, Ph.D.,

Mental Health Director

Margaret Newton,
Forensic Interviewer

Evelyn Shukat, MD,

Medical Director

Loretta St. John,
Office Manager

Margaret Watt, Ph.D., CRNP, FNE A/P,

Forensic Nurse Examiner

Stephanie Wolf, J.D., Ph.D.
Mental Health Therapist

SUMMER INTERNS
Johnyie Edwards
Tanya Kulprasertrat

Mental Health
EXTERN PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS
Jenna Calton
Megan Davis

Allyn Enderlyn
Geraldine Fernandez
Alexis French
Noura Khayat
Annie Levin

Alicia Marshall
Catalina Perez
Julia Schmidt
Victoria Strickland
Lauren Thompson

SPECIAL THANKS

Barbara Crews, Ellen Poltilove

Johns Hopkins University, Montgomery County Campus

Carl Peterson
of the Rockuville Bike Advisory Committee

The Phoenix Family

Ayda Sanver
Ayda Sanver Consulting, LLC



COLLABORATIVE OPERATIONS BOARD
COLLEAGUES
Laura Chase,
Montgomery Courity Deputy State’s Attorney § -~
Abused Persons Program 3 g : LS,
Debbie Feinstein, ' b
Montgomery County Chief, Family Violence Division, State’s " e
Child and Adolescent Attorney’s Office for Montgomery County
Mental Health Program Elizabeth Evans,
Montgomery County Chief, Office of the County Attorney,
Child Welfare Services Division of Health and Human Services i1

A. Thomas Grazio,

Montgomery Count
< o e Director, The Tree House

Crisis Center
Lisa Merkin,

Montgomery County Director, Child Welfare Services

Department of Police wo o g
Captain Jim Humphries,

Montgomery County Director, Special Victims

Office of the County Attorney Investigations Division,

Department of Police
Montgomery County

Sheriff’s Office

Montgomery County
State’s Attorney’s Office

National Children’s Alliance
Maryland Children’s Alliance

The Primary Care Coalition
of Montgomery County, Maryland

A\ Lucy

Lucy, a nine-year old, came to The Tree House after having been

brutally raped by a friend of her babysitter. As a consequence
of the trauma, she became sullen, withdrawn, irritable, and
depressed. She was disengaged from her friends and was
scared to sleep alone. After four months of therapy, Lucy was
able to write about her experience and speak of the event with
little discomfort. She now enjoys life again. With support and
love from her parents and proper therapy, Lucy has ended
treatment with a dramatic decrease in her symptoms and a

resilient understanding of the event.
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Children & Families Served and Services Provided

Victimization, Services, Age, Race, and Gender

¥ BY TYPE OF VICTIMIZATION

827 TOTAL

Charts and figures reflect data July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015

+ SERVICES PROVIDED NEW 564 | ONGOING 147 | TOTAL 711

Parental Concern

of Abuse Violence (4%)

Witness to Domestic

60 clients 29 clients

Neglect

81 clients
Sexual Abuse

474 clients

Physical Abuse
132 clients

Other Services—Not Abuse/Neglect (3%)  Mental Injury/Neglect (<1%)

26 clients 7 clients
Foster Care Exams (1%) Mental Injury/Abuse (<1%)
12 clients 5 clients
Child Fatality (<1%)
1client

Often, children experience more than one type of Victimization.
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Medical Exams &
Record Reviews

Victim Advocacy

131 clients served

198 clients served
254 total services

1,394 total services

Mental Health
Intakes

Forensic
Interviews

145 clients served
192 total services

332 clients served
354 total services

Mental Health
(excluding Intake-
Only Clients)

Multidisciplinary
Team Meetings

46 clients served

190 clients served
2,602 total services

432 total services

Percentages represent clients receiving each service.
Children often receive multiple services at The Tree House.



Children & Families Served and Services Provided (continued)

Charts and figures reflect data July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015

v BY AGE 71N TOTAL ¥ BY RACE 711 TOTAL ~ BY GENDER 711 TOTAL
18+ years 0-6 years Asian More than
38 clients 224 clients 26 clients e il s

73 clients

13-17 years 7-12 years Hispanic Not specified

192 clients 257 clients 267 clients 34 clients
Black/African White
American non-Hispanic
157 clients 154 clients

252 clients

459 clients
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Donors, Supporters, and Volunteers

IN RECOGNITION OF
In Honor of Mary Allman
John & Valerie Cuddy

In Honor of Nina Blecher
The Frank Family
In Honor of Jonas Blum

riding in the 2015 Tree House
Tour de Cookie

Sheilah Kalderon

In Honor of

Loryn and Jonas Blum
Sheila Blum

In Honor of Lisa Brooks
The Frank Family

In Honor of Cynde R. Burgess
Frank & Nancy Robinson

In Honor of the Children
The Williams Family

In Honor of Kayla Friedman
4pretzels, Inc.

Sara Capitelli

Michelle Fishman

Annette Friedman

Steven & Shelley Rothenberg

In Memory of Anthony Lee
Technical Resources Intl, Inc

In Honor of Agnes Leshner
Katherine D. Savage

In Honor of Allison Lekich
The Frank Family

In Honor of Grandma Nance
for Giving Day 2015

David Krause
Loretta and Richard St. John

In Honor of Stuart Speaker
The Frank Family

In Memory of Rebecca Toner
Robert Anstead

Donald & Margaret Beets
Barbara & Patrick Corona
Robert & Helene Dixey
Deborah Feinstein

Philip Gilbert

Tom Grazio & Kathy Chmiel
Kelly Ingle

Shelley Lemmond

Mark Neukirch

Sandra L. O’Donnell
Deleatha Phillips

Gayle G Pyryt

Nancy Toner

We deeply regret any errors or omissions. Please inform us at treehousecac@gmail.com if your name is not in this list.

- 6 | THE TREE HOUSE ANNUAL REPORT 2015

GRANTORS

Children and Family Legacy Fund
at The Community Foundation for
the National Capital Region

Christian Mixter and Linna
Barnes Charitable Fund

Community Foundation in
Montgomery County

Governor’s Office of Crime
Control and Prevention (GOCCP)

JW. and A.S. Marriott Foundation

Maryland Children’s
Alliance, Inc. (MCA)

Maximus Foundation

Moscow Philanthropic Fund/
United Jewish Foundation

Nancy Peery Marriott Foundation
National Children’s Alliance (NCA)
Nora Roberts Foundation
The Rite Aid Foundation

Victims of Crime
Assistance (VOCA)



Donors, Supporters, and Volunteers ontinued)

PROTECTORS

$1,000 - $5,000

Alliance to the Montgomery
County Medical Society

Montgomery County
Medical Society

National Capital
Optimist Club

Ed & Carolyn Shawaker

Sandra Takai

Uppercut Boxing, LLC

GUARDIANS
$500-$999

Andrew and Karen Auerbach

District Court
of Maryland Staff

Linna Barnes & Chris Mixter

Montgomery County Maryland
Alumnae Chapter
of Kappa Delta

Bridget & Frederick Newton

Carl Peterson
& Suzanne Underwald

Qiagen Community Service
Committee, Qia-Crocheters
and Employees

Ed & Carolyn Shawaker
Evelyn Shukat

Technical Resources Intl, Inc

NURTURERS
$100-$499

Dan & Amanda Baker
Donald & Margaret Beets
Toni Lee Blate

Ray Boedecker
Edward Corwin

Peter Curran

Dennis Forrest

The Frank Family
Dawn Griffin
Jonathan Hardis
Karen Harmon

Gale Held

Steven Hirsch

Nichole L. Jenkins Washington

Alan & Agnes Leshner
Stephen & Ann Lovett
Mikhaila Mikel

Stuart Miller
& Rebecca Snyder

Moms Club
of Rockville North

Mt. Airy Liquors

Garrick & Andrea Mullins
Deleatha Phillips

Sean Roberts

Mark & Beth Rosenfeld
Ayda Sanver

Katherine D. Savage

Alan & Carole Schulman
Jeffrey Shauer

Jerry & Cathy Shier
Mark Shuster & Nina Blecher

Sigmon Family
Investments, Inc.

Bruce & Cosette Smoller

Loretta and Richard St. John
Robert Tarola

Don Thorne

Robert & Nancy Turner
Michael Vyskocil

Paige & John Waterman

The Williams Family

Faith Williams

FRIENDS
UP TO $99

4pretzels, Inc.

Abstract Art Expressions
Robert Anstead

Harvey & Fran Berger
Toby & Philip Berman
Nanci Brown & Luis Silva
Jenna Calton

Sara Capitelli

Robin Chernoff

Shayla Cornick

Barbara & Patrick Corona
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Donors, Supporters, and Volunteers ontinied)

FRIENDS (CONTINUED)
Melvin & Megan Coursey
Robert & Helene Dixey
Deborah Feinstein
Michelle Fishman

Annette Friedman

The Garvey Family

Philip Gilbert

Miles Goldstein

Elaine Gordon

Tom Grazio & Kathy Chmiel
Lorena Guido

Gretchen & Dave Hartman
Alta L. Hayes

Victoria Jackson

Paul Johnson

Toby Kahn

The Kim Family

Miriam Klein

Paula Kramer

David Krause

Sara Kulow-Malave
Tanya Kulprasertrat
Jeanine Lamb

Shelley Lemmond

Eric & Wendy Levine
Carol Litman

Thomas Luginbill

Amy T. Lwin

Robert & Melinda McCartin
Sandra Merino

Charles & Alicia Meyer

Ann Sablosky
& Stephen Rockower

My Gym Kentlands
Mark Neukirch
Sandra L. O’Donnell
Fredric W. Parsons
Rene A. Plata

Gayle G. Pyryt
Clarice Lopes Ribeiro

Frank & Nancy Robinson

Steven & Shelley Rothenberg
Aaron Rubin

Natalie Shuster

Thelma Shuster

Melvin & Linda Slan
Stephen Smith

Sounds Of The Kingdom
Production LLC

The Ranaudo Family
Tracy Threefoot

Nancy Toner

The Vossler Family
Pamela Watson
Catherine H. Wattenberg
Deborah Weltz

Nadia Wilkins

Dorothy Williams

Susan Wilson

John & Diana Young

We deeply regret any errors or omissions. Please inform us at treehousecac@gmail.com if your name is not in this list.
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IN-KIND DONORS

Alliance to The Montgomery
County Medical Society

Eleni Z. Anagnostiadis
Rachael & Chris Anatol
Tanya Ang

Jennifer Fecteau Auroux
Laurent & Suzanne Berman
Meagan Brady

Jill D. Chasse

The Children’s Inn At NIH
Monya & David Cohen

The Crawford Family
Domenica Cuozzi

Ramona G. David De La Pena
Ada Diaz

Digestive Disease Consultants
Bruce Smoller

Family Health Care
Allergy & Asthma

First Book Montgomery
County Maryland



Donors, Supporters, and Volunteers (contined)

IN-KIND DONORS (CONTINUED)
Treasa Fitzgerald

Karen Fricke

Flor Fuentes

Mary Gies

Sabina Gill

Girl Scout Troop 1904 Stone
Mill Elementary School

Girl Scout Troop 6445

Girl Scout Troop 6924
Kim Goldberg

Alison W. Good

Heather Gray

Tom Grazio & Kathy Chmiel
Laura Griffiths

Lorena Guido

Gretchen & Dave Hartman
Howard Heller

Hirsch Pediatrics

The Huff Family

Kristina Johnson
Elizabeth Joseloff

Nancy Kaplan
Leslie Katz

Susan Kay & Barry Flax
Tanya Kulprasertrat
Jeanine Lamb
Bradley Lugo

Maria Maestros
Maid Brigade

Hyun Martin
Katherine Martin
Jovi McAndrew
Jackie Meltzer
Patricia Minami

Moms Club of
Rockville North

Montgomery County
Medical Society

Montgomery Infectious Disease
Associates

Erin Moran

OB/GYN & Maternal Fetal
Medicine Associates

Nathalie Young Okhowat
Optimal Health Physicians
Laszlo Otvos

Judy Phillips

Potomac Physician Associates
Andrew Price

Clarice Lopes Ribeiro

Karen Risley

Rockville Nursery School
and Kindergarten

Etzy Salazar

Ayda Sanver

Jacqueline Sherman

Dottie Shermet

Evelyn Shukat

Mark Shuster & Nina Blecher

Starbucks at Paseo Drive,
North Bethesda, MD

Sara Steiner
Rebecca & Vincent Stewart
Loretta & Richard St. John

Transwestern

Maryanne Waller
Catherine H. Wattenberg
Wheaton Area Moms
Angela Yarnell

VOLUNTEERS
Amanda Baker
Stephanie Forlenza
Sarah Friedlander
Kayla Friedman
Anna Jamerson
Hyun Martin
Evelyn Mendoza
Sebina Pitts

Ayda Sanver
Michael Vyskocil
Steve Wolf
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Tree House Tour de Cookie Donors, Supporters, and Volunteers

$1,000 - $5,000

Bethesda Emergency
Associates, LLC

Carl Peterson
& Suzanne Underwald

Jeffrey & Kristin Phoenix

Rockville Nursery School
and Kindergarten

$500 - $999
McEnroe Voice & Data
Sports Authority

$100 - $499

RFS Gives Back Foundation
Ayda Sanver

Flora Tajalli

UP TO $99
Anonymous
Ted Andrews
Sheila Blum

Virginia Carnrick

Sabrina Dawson

Tim & Kavita Dawson
Mehrdad Erfani

Jodi Jacobson
Sheilah Kalderon
Catherine Kroohs
Meredith Mengel
Rich Morgan

Michael Subin

Susan Swift

Katherine Treiman
& John Britton

Frank Weisel

IN-KIND DONORS

Adventure Cycling Association

Ballet Petite, Potomac
British Swim School
Cuff Daddy

My Gym Kentlands
Olney Theatre Center

Six Flags America
South Mountain Creamery

The International
Spy Museum

A g
Washington Nationals Vgl
Baseball Club v

Whole Foods Market, ,-"'

Dogtopia Of White Flint - e
Earth Treks Climbing Centers

Linganore Winecellars

We deeply regret any errors or omissions. Please inform us at treehousecac@gmail.com if your name is not in this list.
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Tree House Tour de Cookie Donors, Supporters, and Volunteers (ontinued)

COOKIE STAND VOLUNTEERS

Dana Adebiyi

Emily Ahman-Gamble
Barbara Andrews
Nancy Arthur

The Auroux Family
Wendy Baron

Claire Barry

The Barry Family Children
Shaida Beklik

Dana Bell

Megan Bergandy
Nina Blecher

Jennifer Bowers
Karen Bowers

Ray Bowman

Lynn Boyd

Lianne Brinch

The Brown Family
Sarah Brown

Cynde Burgess

Rose Burnhill

Jenna Calton

Glenda Cambiaso
Julianne Cardemil
Chris Carmello

The Carrasco Familiy
Haniyyah Cooper
The Coppenger Family
Malik Couch

Hannah Davis
Victoria Davis
Ashley Derr

Angela English
Stephanie Fenner
Monique Fields

Sandie Fowler
and her friend Sean

Alexis French
Heather Galladora

Karla Garcia

Nanci Gelb

Tom Grazio

Wendy Grier

Dawn Griffin
Jordan Grosh
Beatriz Guido

Bea & Collin Hanson
The Harrison Family
Lynn Harrison

Ana Hester

Dorné Hill

Gloria Hill

Maya Himawan
Cara Hur

Jessica Jackson
Beth Kaufman
Rachel Kavanagh
Christine Ko

Ewa Kowalska

Sara Kulow-Malavé

Cristina Libby

Emily Lincoln

Corine Lopez

Jen Loznak

Miryan Machado

Alexandra Merino

Sandra Merino

Lisa Merkin and her daughters
Alicia Meyer

Angela Mickalide

The Miller Family

Tam Miller

Corrine Millette

Megan Mills

Laura Money

Nora Morales

The Morales Family Children
Ellen Motley

Rebecca Neal

Tracy Niebauer
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Tree House Tour de Cookie Donors, Supporters, and Volunteers (contined)

COOKIE STAND VOLUNTEERS (CONTINUED)

Rebecca Nigmann

The Nigmann Family Children

Claudia Nolan
Bernadine Occhiuzzo
Susan Ostrinsky
Emily Pearce

Larry Price, aka “Banana Man”

Suzanne Price,
aka “Decorator Dame”’

The Rameriaz Family
The Reily Family
Amy Richard

Veronica Wright Richardson

Amelia Risner-Butera
Kristine Rodgers
Laurie Rodich

Kim Rowan

Nikki Runkles
Christie Saba

Trish Sabino

We deeply regret any errors or omissions. Please inform us at treehousecac@gmail.com if your name is not in this list.

Debbie Sahlin
Tracy Saltarelli
The Saucier Family

Adrienne Settles

The Settles Family Children

Danielle Shenk

Bobbi Sherman

Ivette Sherman

Michael Sherman
Samantha Sherman
Susanne Shook

Lisa Sieg, aka “Boss Bee”

Patrick Sieg,
aka “Mr. Cookie”
aka “The Cookie Clown”

Keith Snyder

Pat Spann
Candice Staples
The Steele Family
Amy Stevens

Tommy Tavenner
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Ann Thangada

Tamieka Thomasson

& Family

Beth Turner
Catherine Valente
The Varga Family
Cindy Vargas
Betsy Vielhaber
Barbara Warman
Ryan Wess
Valerie Whitby
Jennifer Williams
Cara Witmer
Stephanie Wolf
Bobby Wong
Drew Wong
Kathy Woodall
Mitchell Wool
Kendra Woolley

OTHER VOLUNTEERS
Lina Abu-Baker
Fahed Alhasan
Steve Andruski
Ray Bowman
Nancy Breen
Jenna Calton

Erik Carvajal
Karen Carvajal
Mark Carvajal
Paul Carvajal
Sophie Chan-Wood
May Chen

Eunice Cho
Bethania Custodio
Mei Feng

Teresa Feng
Denny Freezer
Alison Good
Beatriz Guido

Anna Jamerson



OTHER VOLUNTEERS (CONTINUED)

Christine Kim

Tanya Kulprasertrat

Carol Litman
Cameron Martin
Hyun Martin
Sean Martin
Jackie Meltzer
Bill Michie
Andrew Parkison
Carl Peterson
Mark Pierzchala

Anita Pinto

Laura Rhode
Brenda Ruby
Clare Sarsony
Shannon Shea
Alana Shuster
Mark Shuster
Natalie Shuster
Christine Sim
Jonathan Solomon

Lauren Sorensen

Tracy Threefoot

Bryce Spivey

Stewart Stout
Suzanne Stout  §
Lauren Thomas

Gary Thompson

Suzanne Underwald
Cathy Wattenberg

Tim Wright

7\ Ralph

As a four year old, Ralph was sexually abused by his drug-addicted mother. Knowing nothing else, he came to believe this was a

normal mother-son relationship. Eventually, he was removed from his mother and placed with his loving father and stepmother. Since

he was previously entirely isolated, this was a difficult transition being away from his mother. For the past two years, he has been

attending therapy regularly at The Tree House and his aggressive behaviors are slowly diminishing. He now trusts his father and

stepmother. Ralph still has a long road to full recovery, but he is making strides in the right direction.
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Our Financial Roots

¥ FINANCIAL STATEMENT FY15 (July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015)

REVENUE EXPENSES

County Contracts. . . . . . $ 522,609 Contractor Staff. . . . .. .. $ 294,470
Foundation Grants . . . . . . . 68,500 Salaries and Benefits. . . . . . 289,197
State Grants. . . « .« woa 5 s 50,164 Program Overhead Expenses . 51,052
Event Income . . ... .. ... 32,287 Office Supplies & Expenses . 20,373
Federal Grants . . . . . . . . 28,000 Direct Client Services. . . . 20,297
Contributions . . . . .. . 2 . 24,590 Community Outreach . . . .. 20,067
State Support . . . Lot n 20,480 Training and Membership. . . .14,476
TOTAL o e i $ 746,630 TOTAL", s . ifn % awps $ 709,933
Excess Revenue Over (Under) Expenditures . ................... $ 36,697

After many years of sexual abuse at the hands of family members, Juliet came to The Tree House at 17 years old. At that time,
she was a senior in high school with low grades and an uncertain future. She was suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder,
substance abuse, and had suicidal thoughts as a consequence of the abuse. After six months of therapy at The Tree House, Juliet’s
grades drastically improved, and she had a positive outlook on her future after high school. Following almost a year of therapy,

Juliet has graduated from high school and plans to attend her local community college. She is a survivor and her future is bright!
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Pays for bubbles used in breathing exercises

during therapy

You can make a difference in a child’s life

Your donation serves our local families and children

$75

Provides a skilled Forensic Interviewer for
one forensic interview

Provides snacks and drinks for 10 children
who are waiting for services

$100

Provides 1 hour of Physician care

Allows us to buy new toys and books
for our waiting room

$250

Pays for 14 days of HIV prophylaxis
for one child

Provides first aid supplies for one month

Allows our Victim Advocate to attend court
with our children for 1 hour

$500

Allows us to perform a full psychological
assessment of a child

Allows us to perform a full medical exam
including all lab work for a child

Provides 1 hour of Mental Health Therapy

Provides 1 hour of care by a
Forensic Nurse Practitioner

Provides transportation for a child to and
from The Tree House when he or she may
have no other way to get to us

$1,000

Allows us to perform a complete forensic
evaluation of a child

$5,000

Enables us to provide one family with a full
course of medical, therapeutic, and victim
assistance services

Tax deductible donations can be made online at TreeHouseMD.org (click on “Donate Today”)
or by mail (please make checks payable to The Tree House CAC and send to:
The Tree House CAC, 7300 Calhoun Place, Suite 600, Rockville, MD 20855).
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NATIONAL
CHILDREN'S
ALLIANCE®

ACCREDITED
MEMBER

The Tree House CAC is an accredited member of
The National Children’s Alliance.

Illlustrations in this report are not depictions of actual clients
to protect client privacy. The stories, however, are very real.



