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Heaven on Anderson Campus

If the setting of heaven turns out to be a boundless sunflower field
on a humidity-free, blue-sky kind of day, | won’t be disappointed.

This is the thought that kept returning to me as | meandered the neatly mulched pathways through

St. Luke’s Sunflower Garden, the seasonal wonder that has been decorating the southeastern edge of
Northampton County for a few weeks each summer since 2020. Rising enchantingly and existing for an
all-too-short stay, its glowing acreage as ephemeral as Brigadoon, the golden field is nothing less than
a limited engagement sensation. Pure inspiration.

It’s not only the striking beauty of 172,000 symmetrical, honey-colored discs fringed in audacious yellow
petals all facing expectantly eastward that leaves me in awe. It’s also the reverend hush that overcomes
the field even though semitrucks rumble on nearby I-78 and strolling visitors whisper and chatter from the
depth of the display. All these sounds blend into a barely noticeable, murmuring undertone. A heartbeat.
A pulse.

And there’s the prevailing atmosphere, a benevolent aura that settles gracefully upon the expanse,
rendering it at least holy if not sacred. People’s collective demeanor seems to shift once they’ve parked
their cars and stepped through a wooden arbor, a defining portal. To duck into the maze is to leave
something of the world behind. Inside the sunflower realm, everyone is kind, pleasant, and peaceful.
Every single person smiles. No one scowls. Folks give the right-of-way to other folks at every pedestrian
intersection. Dog walkers offer bottled water to one another’s animal companions. Strangers strike up
conversations. Children sing cheerfully. Families dressed in coordinating clothing pose among the towering
stalks to take selfie portraits and passersby approach and offer to snap the shot for them. There is an
unforced camaraderie, a gentle fellowship, a tender humanity.

The Kindom of Heaven is like...a swath of wonder to wander in. (If you missed it this year, put it on your
calendar now for next year.)

Content,

Paslor Chris
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SEPTEMBER
WORSHIP HIGRLIHGHTS

As summer slips into the past and fall
activities come into focus, routines
often shift. It’s a good time to make
sure WORSHIP has a prominent place
in our schedules. It’s a joy for the
gathered community to be together
speaking and singing God’s praises
each Sunday morning at 10:00 AM.
Alternatively, the option for viewing
the service either live in real time or
later on our congregation’s YouTube

channel gives flexibility when needed.

In September, look forward to the
return of both the Choir and the

Handbell Choir after a summer hiatus.

On September 13 we’ll observe
Moravian Day of Service in the
Sanctuary and later that afternoon
join with our local Moravian sisters
and brothers for a hands-on service
project (see the BAM UnPicnic article
below). And on September 27, we’'ll
welcome back our Sunday School
students and teachers. We'll bless
them all during Rally Day worship
before sending them to their friendly
classroom (see the Sunday School
article below). Don’t miss out on the
Ice Cream Sundae Sunday Social after
worship that day!

UPCOMING EVENTS

BAM UnPicnic
September 13, 3 PM-5 PM
East Hills Moravian Church,
1830 Butztown Road, Bethlehem
What’s UnPicnic?
Does it have food? YES — and good
food too!

Will it provide a chance to get to
know other Moravians from our
Bethlehem Moravian churches?
YES — and games too!

But there is more ... A chance to help
out other people in a BIG way. We’'ll
be making hygiene kits to be
distributed across the world with
Church World Service.

So it is food, new friends AND service
— allin one afternoon!

Join us as we start with this exciting
and ambitious service project: making
720 hygiene kits by assembling
supplies like toothbrushes, soap, and
washcloths into a bag that can easily
be given to survivors of natural
disasters. We will have all the supplies
ready for you to pack and share with
Church World Service, who connects
them to places in need. After our
service project is finished, we’ll enjoy
a pizza dinner together!

We are grateful for BAM Ministries
for sponsoring all supplies necessary
for this project, and grateful to our
hosts at East Hills Moravian Church.
CONVERSATION

st
IS MOVING

[ vovine _JI NS
Coffee and Conversation ﬁ

is moving to lunch time!

COFFEE AND

We will meet on the third Tuesday of
every month for lunch and
conversation. This will begin on
September 15 at 12 Noon in Room 4.
Due to many dietary restrictions, we
ask that everyone bring their own
bagged lunch and beverage of choice.
Topics will vary from month to month,
and all are welcome to attend. Please
join us as we catch up and spend time
learning and growing together.

FALL 2026 SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children’s Sunday School will again be
held twice a month during the 10 AM
worship service. The children will start
in the Sanctuary and then be
dismissed to the Sunday School room
where they will enjoy a lesson, crafts,
treats, and games. The schedule
begins with Rally Day on September
27 when ice cream sundaes will be

enjoyed by the entire congregation
following the Church service. The rest
of the Fall schedule is as follows:

October 11 & 25, November 8 & 22,
December 13 & 27

Please mark your calendars and bring
your children, grandchildren and their
friends to share in the fun.

If you are interested in helping with
Sunday School, please contact Alan
Bosch.

COLLEGE HILL BOOK CLUB
The College Hill book group continues
to meet on the last Tuesday of the
month at 10:30 AM. We meet in
Room 4.

September 29 Air Raid Book Club
by Annie Lyons

October 27 Small Things Like These
by Claire Keegan

All are welcome to join us! If you're
interested in joining us or just reading
along, contact Sue Youtz.
610-751-0654/syoutz@ptd.net

APPLESAUCE-MAKING

FUNDRAISER
Saturday, October 10

8 AM -4 PM(?)
Come early—stay late—a half-day—a
few hours? We welcome everyone
with whatever time allows for your
schedule. Coffee, donuts, and lunch
are provided. For more information,
contact Gayle Brinker at 484-892-
0781. (And fill out the form included
at the back of this newsletter to get
your very own order!)

(OLLEGE HILL NEWS @

THING 1 AND THING 2:

Please Offer Your Thoughts
We're looking for your input on the
sorts of topics you’d like to learn
about (Thing 1) in the year or so
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ahead, and also what sorts of wisdom
you’d like to share (Thing 2). The
Board of Elders welcomes your
suggestions.

Thing 1: What are you curious about
when it comes to matters of faith? Do
you have particular questions about
the Bible, or the Church, or theology,
or how to be who God calls you to be
in this world we live in? Are there
conversation or study groups you’d be
interested in? Sermon topics you'd
like to hear addressed? Presentations
from invited speakers you'd like to
attend? Please jot down your
thoughts and place them in the
mailbox on Pastor Chris’ office door
or email her at
moravianpastorchris@gmail.com.
Use the subject line “Thing 1.”

Thing 2: We've been asking ourselves,
“How can we learn from one
another’s accumulated life
knowledge?” Each person alive has
interests and expertise honed simply
by living, and each person alive has
something valuable or interesting to
offer — even if it’s something
obscure. In fact, the obscure things
are sometimes the most fascinating!
Please think of what you might want
to present to your fellow church folk
who are eager to experience what
you have to give. We'll be scheduling
Short Sessions to coincide with our
after-worship Fellowship Hour. Stay
tuned to see a Short Sessions line-up
beginning in October. Will you be
among the presenters? Please let
Pastor Chris know what you're
thinking about by placing a note in
the mailbox on her office door or
emailing her at
moravianpastorchris@gmail.com.
Use the subject line “Thing 2.”

J CAMP HOPE WRAPUP
S Camp season has come
Q at:nrcph and gone, and we're

happy to say that we were
able to support four young people
with summer camperships. Here is a
thank-you note we received from one
of them:

Dear Pastor Chris and Campership
Committee,

Thank you so much for helping pay for
my time at Jr. High Camp this year. It
was very very fun and informative.
We learned about bullying,
friendships, emotions, and talents
and the fact that we all have them. |
met a bunch of new friends over the
week and was also able to strengthen
relationships that | already had with
my friends like Ben, Kassie, and Cora.
My favorite memory was when | was
fishing with my friends Adam, Hunter,
and Dakota, and we caught 6 fish
throughout the whole week and |
caught one and | was quite excited. |
am very thankful for being able to go.

Thank you very much,
Tobias Carolan

FELLOWSHIP TIME
HOSTS NEEDED!

We are in need of hosts for our after-
worship fellowship time. Hosting
involves making coffee and providing
snacks for our weekly fellowship time,
and cleaning up afterwards. Coffee,
cold beverage mix, and gluten-free
snacks are provided (if you wish)

by the church. A sign-up page is
available on the food table for your
convenience. Please sign up for a date
that is convenient for you. Feel free to
pair up with someone and share the
gift of hospitality. The Welcoming
Committee members are happy to
answer any questions. Thank you very
much.

Rosemary Kleintop (610-730-5361)
Diane Abeles ((610) 248-5965)

GROCERY
GIFT CARD PROGRAM

Remember to purchase your gift cards
in advance of your next grocery
shopping day — for each card that we
sell, the Church earns .5% of the sale
price! This program is the one
fundraiser that continues year-round
in the life of our Church. The more
cards purchased, the more our church
budget is supported.

If you have any questions, or would
like to purchase cards, please see
either Caroline Pietkiewicz or Diane
Abeles on Sunday mornings. Happy
shopping!

MUSIC NOTES &=

WELCOME (BACK),
ALL SINGERS AND RINGERS!!

After enjoying a well-earned summer
respite, we look forward to once again
hearing the sounds of our Choir and
Handbell Choir in worship this fall.
Rehearsals for both ensembles will
resume Thursday, September 10.

Choir rehearsals are held in the Choir
Room (Room 6) from 4:00 PM-

5:30 PM on Thursday afternoons.

If you're interested in singing,

please contact Gwyn Michel at
gwynmichel@aol.com—or simply
show up!

Handbell rehearsals are held in the
Bell Room (Room 10) Thursday
evenings from 6:15 PM to 7:30 PM.
If you are interested in joining the
handbell choir, please contact Krysti
Wallace at k.nappil221@gmail.com.

Please join us! There’s always room
for more!

D SURPORT 2.
THESE MINISTRIE

ESSENTIALS CAFE
SUMMER HOURS

Café Friends! Essentials Café will

be closed on Saturdays through
September 12. The Café will return
to Saturday hours on September 19.

COT HAPPENINGS
Our Christmas in July celebration may
be over, but we continue to collect
items for William Penn. All items can
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be placed on the COT table in
Fellowship Hall or placed in the bins
under the table.

Besides school supplies, the following
items have also been requested:
outside toys (jump ropes, sidewalk
chalk, kickballs, footballs, etc.),
tissues, hand sanitizer, and Lysol
wipes. Thank you for your generosity
in supporting our community school.

We are currently collecting
Halloween candy for
Bethlehem’s trick-or-treat
night at College Hill. There

is a basket on the COT table in

Fellowship Hall for your donations.

Thank you!

West Bethlehem

Emergency Food Pantry

College Hill Community Outreach
Team and Star of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church thank you for your generous
donations to the West Bethlehem
Emergency Food Pantry.

CURRENT FOOD PANTRY NEEDS:

¢ Shelf-stable milk

e Jelly

* Coffee, tea,
powdered drink mixes

e Juice

¢ Canned kidney/black/
baked beans

e Canned corn/peas/
mixed vegetables

® Tuna

e Pasta

¢ Mac-n-cheese

¢ Cooking oil

* Personal care items

* Toilet paper/paper towels

The Pantry also accepts items that are
past the “expired” or “best by” date.
Please place your donations on the
COT table or in the grocery cart in
Fellowship Hall. Any and all donations
are greatly appreciated!

Essentials Café

Wooden Nickel Fundraiser

Would you like to honor someone
with a gift that has an immediate
impact? Consider purchasing a card
that states a wooden nickel (or
nickels) has been purchased in their
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honor. Each nickel costs $12. The
nickels are placed in a jar by the cash
register in the cafe and can be used
by anyone in need to “pay” for a
meal. Our sincere thanks to everyone
for helping to feed our neighbors!

Little Free Library

Our library is always in need of books,
from board books to chapter books.
Our library is geared to the children in
the neighborhood, so no adult books
please.

Donations can be placed in the
baskets located in Fellowship Hall and
the Narthex. If you are interested in
helping shelve and/or restock the
library, please reach out to any
member of the Community Outreach
Ministry Team.

BLANKETS & BEANIES

FOR TEENIES
Calling all knitters, crocheters,
quilters, and sewers!

How it works: Make blankets and
beanies for our smallest citizens. On
the fourth Saturday of the month,
bring them to the parking lot of
College Hill Moravian Church between
2 PM and 4 PM. All blankets and hats
will be divided before being taken to
hospitals in the Lehigh Valley area
(LVHN and St. Luke’s locations).

For more information or to get
involved, email Sarah Lathrop at
sarah.lathrop97 @gmail.com.

FIVE WAYS TO GIVE
As a reminder, there are several
different ways to provide your
offerings:

1. Bring your offering to Sunday
worship. Gifts can be offered whether
you attend via “Parking Lot Worship”
or worship in the pews.

2. Mail your offering to the church
office at College Hill Moravian Church,
72 W. Laurel Street, Bethlehem, PA
18018.

3. Use your bank’s “bill pay” service. A
one-time or recurring payment can be

made by a bank on your behalf. Banks
that offer this service typically

cut a check and mail it to the church
at no cost to you. Contact your bank
for details.

4. Make an online payment through
the Moravian Giving Portal at
https://mmfa.info/giving-portal/

Go to this link, click on our church’s
name, and follow the instructions to
make a one-time gift or a recurring
monthly gift. Donations can be made
by members and non-members via
direct debit of a bank account or by
credit card. All donation processing
fees for portal gifts are now paid by
the Moravian Ministries Foundation,
so your full donation will be received
by our church.

5. Make an online payment through
Realm. Members can direct debit
funds monthly from their bank
account to the church’s bank account.
Realm charges a fee for processing
the contribution, so users may wish to
add 1% more to their offerings to
offset this fee. Check out the Realm
page on our church website for a
video tutorial and instructions:
http://collegehillmoravian.org/realm/

IN OUR COMMUNITY

ST. LUKE’S HEALING ARTS
The St. Luke’s Healing Arts Program
for cancer patients and their
caregivers is so excited to have been
welcomed by the College Hill
Moravian Church.

Studies have shown that whether
creating a simple drawing or collage,
looking at art or talking about it, the
arts can help you:

* Express thoughts and emotions that
can be hard to put into words

* Lower stress and anxiety

* Relax and feel calmer and happier

* Connect with your deeper self, no
matter what you are going through
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* Form new connections with others
* Create something unique that gives
you a sense of pleasure and
accomplishment

Registration is required; if you would
like more information, please see the
flyers on the bulletin boards in the
office or in Fellowship Hall.

Our next class will be held on October
7, 2026 from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM.
(Please note, there will be no meeting
in September.)

UPCOMING COMMUNITY
YARD SALES

First Moravian Church of Easton

(225 North 10th Street) will be
holding their Annual Fall Rummage
Sale on Saturday, September 12

from 8 AM — 1 PM. Clothing/wearable
items, $5/510 per bag. There will also
be a Bake Sale table.

Come sell or shop! Saturday,
September 12 from 8 AM - 12 NOON
at West Side Moravian Church, 402
Third Ave and Prospect. (This is an
outdoor event; it will be held in the
church parking lot)

Tables are free with a $10.00 deposit
per table; your deposit will be
returned when the table is returned
inside the church. Limited space is
available, so early registration is
encouraged!

Please note: We will not have
volunteers available to move tables.
Please plan on moving your own
table.

NO SALE

OF THE FOLLOWING ALLOWED:

e Firearms, ammunition, or parts

e No mattresses

* No alcoholic or tobacco products
¢ Anything prohibited for resale by
the State of PA

HOW TO REGISTER: Applications

can be downloaded from
www.westsidemoravian.org; or
email/ call the West Side church office
at westsidemoravian@gmail.com /
610-865-0256.
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SENIORS AND FRIENDS
West Side Moravian Church
402 3rd Ave, Bethlehem
September 3, 2026, 11:30 AM

Make Your Own Glass Flower
with “Glass Garden Art by Martha”
It all started with a glass “flower”
that | saw in my chiropractor’s
garden. That was summer 2021
and since then, | have made nearly
one thousand glass garden creations!

Glass Garden Art is made from up-
cycled materials purchased mainly at
thrift stores and church yard sales. It
gives me great joy to shop for items
and to create these unique pieces! It
also provides an outlet for my
compassionate spirit and desire to
make an impact in my community.

Proceeds benefit local and global
charities which have included the
Essentials Café, Parkland Community
Library, Aid to Ukraine (through
Lutheran Disaster Relief), the
Allentown School District Foundation,
Community Music School, Ripple
Church, CROP Walk, and the
Monocacy Farm Project.

We are asking for a donation of $5.00
to be used toward the cost of the
supplies.

Bring a friend and a sandwich—
beverage and dessert
will be provided!

***The front door located on
3rd Avenue will be open
for easier access to our meetings.***

EXPLORING
MORAVIAN HISTORY
AND WORLD HERITAGE

Inaugural Conference
of the Institute for Moravian History
and World Heritage
The Institute for Moravian History and

World Heritage announced that it will
host its inaugural conference from
November 12-14, 2026 at Moravian
University’s Haupert Union Building
(HUB) on the Main Street Campus.
The conference celebrates and
explores the global context of

Moravian history following the
transnational World Heritage
inscription, which connects Moravian
Church Settlements in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, with sister settlements
in Gracehill (Northern Ireland),
Christiansfeld (Denmark), and
Herrnhut (Germany).

Core focus areas include speakers and
panels on these topics:

* Global Heritage & Preservation:
Cultural significance of Moravian
settlements across five continents,
sustainable tourism, town planning
ideals, and public interpretation

¢ Culture & Social Innovation: Cross-
cultural and Indigenous encounters,
Moravian music, arts, literature, and
historic egalitarian practices

¢ Transnational Networks: Exploring
historical and modern economic,
educational, and social networks that
span the globe

To register for the conference and see
the schedule please visit:
https://www.moravianconferences.org/

2027 YOUNG ADULT CONVO
When: June 27 —July 6, 2027
Where: England and Ireland
Who: Moravians aged 18-25

at the time of the Convo

Join us for a 10-day journey “Across
the Isles” through England and Ireland
visiting the British Province of the
Moravian Church and following the
witness of Moravian communities
that have shaped our faith for nearly
300 years. From London to Leeds and
the historic settlement at Fulneck, to
Belfast and Sunday worship at
Gracehill, we'll explore the places
where Moravian community took root
and sent its witness into the world.

Registration is NOW OPEN! This
event is first-come, first-served, with
space for 40 participants. Additional
registrants will be placed on a waitlist
and notified if a spot opens.
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CHURCH OFFICE REMINDERS

NEWSLETTER

DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 28
Please submit articles for the October
2026 edition of The Builder by
Monday, September 28 to
church@collegehillmoravian.org.
Pleas submit all Weekly
Announcement articles by
the Wednesday of that week.

CONTACTING PASTOR CHRIS

Life is unpredictable, and so are office
hours. That is why it is best to get in
touch before popping in. Pastor Chris
is easy to reach, especially if you are
willing to leave a message. If your
need is urgent, please say so!

Text or Call Her Mobile Phone
484-894-9077

Phone the Church Office
610-867-8291

Use EMAIL
moravianpastorchris@gmail.com

Find her on Facebook
and Messenger
Christine Sobania Johnson

Flexible Office Hours
9 AM — 11 AM Monday — Thursday
Pastor Chris keeps Sabbath
on Fridays (Day off)

PAYMENT REMINDER
If you are submitting a payment for
something you have ordered, please
specify what the payment is for on
the memo line of your check (flowers,
Daily Text order, etc.).

If you are paying in cash, please use
one of the envelopes next to the
lockbox and write it on the envelope.
This will help the Counters and the
Treasurer make sure the payment
goes to the correct place. Thank you!

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY

September 2

September 3
September 11

September 12
September 13

September 14
September 17

September 20
September 25

She,

=l
September 1
September 2
September 3

September 6
September 7

September 8

September 10
September 12
September 13

September 15

September 21
September 22
September 23
September 24
September 26
September 29

September 30

Roy & Ruth Ann
Miller

Brian & Stacy
Moran

Scott & Heather
Meixell

Jim & Marie Keim
Jason & Jodi
Stepongzi
Danielle & Gregor
Frisch

David & Alison
Prosperi

Dan & Diane Abeles
Jason & Ashleigh
Casassa

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

Justin Fenner

Erin Weychert
Sue Boehm
Shirley Guth
Marie Keim
Lauren Kovacs
Robert Meixell
Hannah Bauer
Roy Miller

Cody Rehrig
Janice Harke
Anthony Michaels
Barbara Michaels
David Danneberger
Doug Kleintop
Connie Gregg
Monica Dieterly
Donna DiMenichi
Kayla Fenner
Angela
Knappenberger
Adam Abeles

Ben Wallace
Trevor Seagreaves
Gloria Johnson
Pam Schaffner
Dawn Fenner
Becky Olver
Nancy Penrose
Ryan Buchman
Emmett Weychert

PRAYERS

We express concern for dear ones
in our church family...
e Nancy Danneberger
e Dawn Fenner
e David Danneberger
e  Will Harstine
e Shirley Guth
e Debbie Zechman
e  Warren Achey (homebound)
e Jane Gottwald (homebound)
o Mike Meixell (homebound)
We pray, as requested, for others...
e |sabella (Great-
granddaughter of Nancy
Beitel-Vessels)
e  Marilyn (dear to Nancy

Harstine)

e Sharon Bond (friend of Gwyn
Michel)

e Dawn (dear to Terri & Rich
Harney)

e larry Goeppert (dear to
Lorna Rossnagle)

e  Bob (brother of Nancy
Snyder)

e Steven and Marybeth (dear
to Nancy Snyder)

e Tom Housenick (friend of
David Sheriff)

e  Gina (niece of Pastor Chris
and Pastor Darrell)

e Lisa & Jeff (Nancy Beitel-
Vessels’ daughter
and son-in-law)

e  Betsy Bombick

e Evan Burkhart

e Patty (Mark Menges’ cousin)

e Theresa (a neighbor)

e  Brandon Stoltz (military)

e LisaJohnson

To receive prayer requests and updates in
the most relevant, timely way, consider
joining the College Hill Moravian Church

Prayer Chain. You may receive notifications

by either email or phone. Contact the
church office to get connected.



mailto:church@collegehillmoravian.org
mailto:moravianpastorchris@gmail.com

Oh, the tangy joy of homemade applesauce! Oh, the flavors of fall! Plan on tasting
them while supporting the ongoing ministry of College Hill Moravian Church. From
now through Sunday, October 4 (order deadline) we will be receiving orders for
Homemade Applesauce ($4/pint; $7/quart). Please be sure to place your own orders,
and do not be shy about circulating order forms among your friends, neighbors, and
co-workers. Each container would make a wonderful addition to your Thanksgiving
table. And don’t forget about holiday hostess gifts!

Saturday, October 10, beginning at 8:00 AM, we will be making applesauce in the
CHMC kitchen. Everyone is welcome! There will be coffee and donuts, fellowship,
and of course, there’s nothing like the sweet smell of apples!

Please contact Gayle Brinker (484-892-0781) with any questions.

Total
Item Price  |Quantity |pricex quantity)
Applesauce (Pint) $4
Applesauce (Quart) 57
Total Grand
items total

Sunday, October 4: Order forms
and payments are due (Cash or
check made out to College Hill
Moravian Church)

NAME

The forms and payments can be
placed in the black lock box
located in Fellowship Hall or
mailed to College Hill Moravian PHONE
Church, 72 West Laurel Street,
Bethlehem, PA 18018.

EMAIL

Sunday Pickup on October 11 and
October 18 or by arrangement.
All items will come frozen.




