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[bookmark: generalinfo]Welcome
Welcome families to Most Precious Blood Catholic Church. This handbook is intended to help parents and students understand our Faith Formation programs and the shared responsibility of forming lifelong disciples of Jesus Christ.
Mission & Vision
Parents are the primary educators of their children in the faith. Our mission is to partner with families through prayer, catechesis, sacramental preparation, worship, and community life.
Encounter Jesus Christ
Grow in holiness
Live the Catholic faith
Become missionary disciples
PARENT MEETING 
All families must attend a Parent Meeting before children begin Youth Faith Formation sessions.

Please choose one Parent Meeting session for each program your children are registered for.

Families with children registered in both High School Confirmation and K3–8th Grade Faith Formation must attend one meeting for each program.

Parent Meeting attendance is required before your child may attend the first day of class.

Check-in will take place by QR code at the meeting.
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Registration & Admission
You must be a registered parishioner of Most Precious Blood Church to enroll your child for a K-12th Religious Education classes. Registration fees (June-September 1st)  are $45.00 per child.

Students from other parishes may be enrolled in our Religious Education program  BUT they must submit a written letter of permission from their appropriate pastor.
	      		     	    

All students entering the program for the first time must also submit a copy of their Baptismal Certificate and First Holy Communion Certificate during the parent meeting. 
If student is in OCIC– Birth certificate is required.

Registration Is available on-line.  Please visit our website mpbchurch.org – Religious Ed/Faith Formation and/or look in the bulletin for more information. 
Communication
Official communication methods:
OSV Church Manager
Flocknote
Text Messages
Email
Parish Website
Weekly Bulletin
Facebook
Instagram
Curriculum
Faith Formation Curriculum
Our Faith Formation programs are designed to help children and teens encounter Jesus Christ, deepen their understanding of the Catholic faith, and live as faithful disciples through prayer, Scripture, the sacraments, and active participation in the life of the Church. Each program follows the curriculum and catechetical guidelines established by the Diocese of Corpus Christi.
K3–6th Grade - Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS)
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Montessori-based approach to Catholic faith formation that nurtures a child's relationship with Jesus Christ through prayer, Scripture, liturgy, and hands-on materials. In the Atrium, children encounter the Good Shepherd in a peaceful environment specifically prepared to foster wonder, contemplation, and a lifelong love for God and His Church.
7th–8th Grade - Alive in Christ
Students in grades 7 and 8 use Alive in Christ by Our Sunday Visitor. This curriculum provides a comprehensive presentation of Catholic doctrine while helping young adolescents apply their faith to everyday life. Through Scripture, Sacred Tradition, prayer, small-group discussion, and interactive learning, students develop a deeper understanding of the Creed, the Sacraments, Christian morality, and prayer.
9th–10th Grade - Catholic Bible, YOUCAT & YOUCAT Confirmation
Confirmation preparation is a two-year journey designed to help teens grow as committed disciples of Jesus Christ and active members of the Church. Using the Catholic Bible, YOUCAT (Youth Catechism of the Catholic Church), and YOUCAT Confirmation, students deepen their understanding of Catholic teaching while exploring prayer, Scripture, the Holy Spirit, the sacraments, Christian discipleship, and their personal vocation. Weekly sessions, retreats, service opportunities, and participation in parish life help prepare candidates to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation with faith and readiness.
First Holy Communion - Signs of Grace
Children preparing to receive First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion participate in the Signs of Grace sacramental preparation program. This curriculum helps children and their families understand God's mercy through the Sacrament of Reconciliation and encounter the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist. Through engaging lessons, prayer, family involvement, and parish celebrations, children are prepared to receive these sacraments with reverence, understanding, and joy.
Attendance
Regular attendance is an important factor in helping your child deepen their understanding of church teaching, scripture, prayer and community. If there are special circumstances regarding your child’s participation in the program, they may be worked out in advance with the Director of Faith Formation for students attending Pk3-8th grade and the Youth Minister for students attending 9th-12th grade sessions.

Arrival & Dismissal
To ensure the safety and well-being of all children and youth, families are asked to follow the arrival and dismissal procedures outlined below.
K3–6th Grade
Arrival
· Students must be escorted to their assigned atrium or classroom by a parent or authorized guardian.
· A parent or guardian must sign their child in upon arrival.
· Students may not enter a classroom or atrium unless a catechist or approved adult is present.
· If the catechist has not yet arrived, parents and students should wait quietly outside the classroom until the room is opened.
· Please arrive on time. Tardiness disrupts the learning environment and causes students to miss important prayer and instructional time.
Dismissal
· Parents or authorized guardians must park their vehicle and come into the building to sign their child out from the classroom.
· Students will only be released to a parent, guardian, or another individual authorized by the parent.
· Anyone unfamiliar to parish staff who is picking up a child may be asked to present a valid photo ID.
· These procedures are in place to ensure the safety of every child entering and leaving our campus.
Early Dismissal
Early dismissal is discouraged, as missing any portion of class impacts your child's faith formation.
If an early dismissal is necessary:
· Notify the Faith Formation Office in advance by providing the student's name, catechist, classroom, date, and pickup time.
· Parents or guardians should report to the St. Maria Goretti Youth Center (SMGYC) Lobby to sign out their child.
· Children will only be released to an authorized adult.

7th–8th Grade
Arrival
· Students should enter through the St. Maria Goretti Youth Center (SMGYC) Main Lobby.
· Attendance and check-in will be completed in the lobby before students proceed to their assigned session.
Dismissal
· Students should be picked up promptly at the St. Maria Goretti Youth Center at the conclusion of class.

9th–12th Grade (Confirmation)
Arrival
· Students should enter through the St. Maria Goretti Youth Center (SMGYC) Main Lobby.
· Attendance will be taken during check-in, after which students will sign in at their assigned small-group tables.
· Doors open at 4:30 p.m.
· Sessions begin promptly at 5:00 p.m.
· Students arriving after 5:15 p.m. will be marked tardy.
· Students who arrive after the lesson has begun will be counted absent for that session.
Dismissal
· Students should be picked up promptly at the St. Maria Goretti Youth Center at the conclusion of the session.

General Expectations
· Please arrive and pick up students on time each week.
· Early dismissal should be limited to unavoidable circumstances.
· Consistent attendance and full participation are important parts of every student's faith formation journey.
· These procedures help us provide a safe, secure, and welcoming environment for every child and family entrusted to our care.
Sacramental Preparation
The sacraments are sacred encounters with Jesus Christ and important milestones in the life of every Catholic. At Most Precious Blood Catholic Church, sacramental preparation is centered on ongoing faith formation, participation in the life of the parish, and the partnership between parents and the Church. Parents are the primary educators of their children in the faith, and their active involvement is an essential part of the sacramental journey.

Order of Christian Initiation of Children (OCIC)
The Order of Christian Initiation of Children (OCIC) is a two-year process for children 8 years of age or older who have not been baptized and wish to become members of the Catholic Church.
A copy of the child's birth certificate is required for registration.
Throughout the process, children participate in:
· Weekly Faith Formation sessions with their grade level peers
· Monthly OCIC sessions designed specifically for sacramental preparation
· Liturgical rites throughout the year
· Retreats and meditations
· Parent Formation sessions
Participation in both weekly Faith Formation and monthly OCIC sessions is required.
OCIC Year One Requirements
Students must:
· Attend weekly Faith Formation sessions with their grade level.
· Attend one monthly OCIC session each month (offered twice monthly; choose one).
· Participate in the Rite of Acceptance (typically in December, depending on readiness).
· Have a parent or guardian attend one Parent Formation session each month (multiple dates offered).
OCIC Year Two Requirements
Students must:
· Continue attending weekly Faith Formation sessions.
· Attend one monthly OCIC session each month (offered twice monthly; choose one).
· Participate in the Rite of Acceptance if not celebrated during Year One.
· Participate in Lenten meditations.
· Participate in the following liturgical rites:
· Rite of Sending
· Rite of Election
· Three Scrutinies during Lent
· Have a parent or guardian attend one Parent Formation session each month.

First Reconciliation & First Holy Communion
Children ordinarily celebrate the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion during the second grade after completing two consecutive years of Faith Formation.
Older children who have not yet celebrated these sacraments may also prepare after completing the required years of formation.
A copy of the child's Baptismal Certificate is required.
Year One Requirements
Students must:
· Attend weekly Faith Formation sessions.
· Have a parent or guardian attend one Parent Formation session each month.
Year Two Requirements
Students must:
· Continue attending weekly Faith Formation sessions.
· Participate in Lenten meditations.
· Attend the First Reconciliation Retreat.
· Have a parent or guardian attend one Parent Formation session each month.
· Complete all parish requirements for the celebration of the sacraments.

Confirmation
Confirmation preparation begins in 9th Grade and is ordinarily completed during the 10th Grade, following two consecutive years of Confirmation preparation.
This two-year journey helps teens deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ, better understand the teachings of the Catholic Church, and prepare to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit through the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Formation includes prayer, Scripture, catechesis, small-group discussions, service opportunities, retreats, and active participation in parish life.
Copies of the student's Baptismal Certificate and First Holy Communion Certificate are required.
The date of the Confirmation Mass is assigned by the Bishop's Office. Families will be notified of the rehearsal and Confirmation dates once they are received by the parish.
Confirmation Program Requirements
Candidates are expected to:
· Attend Sunday Mass and all Holy Days of Obligation.
· Attend and actively participate in weekly Confirmation sessions.
· Complete all required parish service and ministry hours.
· Attend one diocesan event each year:
· Global Celebration of Young People (GCYP), or
· Diocesan Catholic Youth Conference (DCYC)
· Attend the required Year Two Confirmation Retreat.
· Complete the Confirmation Saint Poster Project.
· Demonstrate readiness to receive the sacrament.
Confirmation Readiness Interview
Near the completion of Year Two, each candidate will participate in a Confirmation Readiness Interview.
Candidates will also complete a written assessment demonstrating their understanding of the Catholic faith and the Sacrament of Confirmation. Additional information and dates will be provided during the spring semester.
Confirmation Saint
Choosing a Confirmation Saint is a long-standing tradition in the Catholic Church. Candidates are encouraged to prayerfully select a saint whose life reflects the Christian virtues they hope to imitate.
The chosen saint becomes a spiritual companion and model of holiness throughout the candidate's life. As part of the preparation process, each candidate will complete and present a Confirmation Saint Poster highlighting the life, virtues, and witness of their chosen saint.
If a family anticipates difficulty completing any Confirmation requirement—including attendance, service hours, projects, or retreats—they are encouraged to contact the Youth Minister as early as possible to discuss available options.

Confirmation Sponsor
Each Confirmation candidate must choose a qualified sponsor to accompany them on their faith journey.
According to Canon 893, the sponsor represents the Catholic faith community and assists the candidate in living as a faithful witness of Jesus Christ.
Whenever possible, it is encouraged that the candidate's Baptismal godparent also serve as the Confirmation sponsor.
A Confirmation sponsor must:
· Be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Church.
· Have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation.
· Be at least 16 years of age.
· Participate regularly in the sacramental life of the Church and be able to receive Holy Communion at the Confirmation Mass.
· If married, be married according to the laws of the Catholic Church.
· If single, not be cohabiting with a significant other.
· Not be the candidate's mother or father.
· Be willing to faithfully support and encourage the candidate in living the Catholic faith.
Student Expectations
At Most Precious Blood Catholic Church, we strive to provide a safe, welcoming, and faith-filled environment where every child and teen can grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ. Students are expected to demonstrate respect for God, themselves, others, and parish property during all Faith Formation sessions, Youth Ministry events, retreats, liturgies, and parish activities.
Christian Conduct
Students are expected to:
· Treat catechists, leaders, volunteers, parish staff, and fellow students with kindness, courtesy, and respect.
· Demonstrate reverence while in church and during prayer, worship, and Faith Formation sessions.
· Arrive on time and participate fully in all activities.
· Complete assigned readings, activities, and projects to the best of their ability.
· Use respectful and encouraging language at all times.
· Follow directions given by catechists, leaders, volunteers, and parish staff.
· Help create a welcoming, safe, and Christ-centered learning environment.
· Refrain from any behavior that is dangerous, illegal, disruptive, or disrespectful.

Dress Code
Students should dress modestly and appropriately for Faith Formation sessions, parish events, and while in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.
The following are expected:
· Clothing should be clean, modest, and appropriate for a church setting.
· All undergarments must remain covered.
· Clothing should not be excessively tight or revealing.
· Shirts should completely cover the midriff.
· Shorts, skirts, and dresses should be of appropriate length.
· Clothing displaying inappropriate language, graphics, or messages is not permitted.
· Boys and young men should remove hats upon entering the church as a sign of reverence.
Because students regularly visit the church throughout the year, families are encouraged to help their children choose clothing that reflects respect for God, themselves, and others.

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices
To encourage full participation and minimize distractions, the use of cell phones and other electronic devices is not permitted during Faith Formation sessions, Youth Ministry events, or while attending Mass.
Exceptions may be made for high school students when a catechist or leader specifically directs the use of a device as part of the lesson.
Students should:
· Silence or turn off all electronic devices before class begins.
· Keep devices stored away unless instructed otherwise.
· Understand that catechists may request devices be placed in a designated basket or area during the session.
Students needing to contact a parent or guardian during class must receive permission from their catechist and may use the Faith Formation Office phone if necessary.

Bullying and Cyberbullying
Every child deserves to learn in a safe and respectful environment.
Bullying, harassment, intimidation, cyberbullying, or any form of threatening or abusive behavior will not be tolerated.
Examples include, but are not limited to:
· Physical intimidation or threats
· Verbal abuse or insulting language
· Social exclusion or humiliation
· Cyberbullying through text messages, social media, photographs, videos, or other electronic communication
· Any behavior that causes another student to feel unsafe or unwelcome
Students who engage in bullying or harassment may be subject to disciplinary action, including temporary or permanent removal from the program, depending on the severity of the behavior.

Respect for Parish Property
Students are expected to respect all parish buildings, classrooms, furnishings, equipment, and the personal property of others.
The following are prohibited:
· Defacing or damaging parish property
· Removing or using another person's belongings without permission
· Intentional destruction of property
Parents or guardians are responsible for the cost of repairing or replacing any property intentionally damaged by their child. Any accidental damage should be reported immediately to a catechist or staff member.

Unacceptable Behavior
The following behaviors are not permitted during any Faith Formation session, Youth Ministry event, retreat, liturgy, or parish activity:
· Disrespect toward catechists, leaders, volunteers, parish staff, or other students
· Cheating or dishonesty
· Disruptive behavior that interferes with learning
· Abusive, vulgar, or inappropriate language
· Leaving a classroom or activity without permission
· Unauthorized use of cell phones or electronic devices
· Failure to follow directions from parish staff or volunteers
· Violating the dress code
· Possession or use of alcohol, illegal drugs, or controlled substances
· Possession of tobacco, vaping devices, or nicotine products
· Possession of weapons or look-alike weapons
· Physical fighting or threatening bodily harm
· Harassment, bullying, or cyberbullying
· Theft, vandalism, or arson
· Recording or photographing another student or catechist without permission
· Any illegal or dangerous activity

Behavior Management
Catechists and volunteers are dedicated to creating a positive learning environment where every student can grow in faith. While discipline is not their primary role, they may use appropriate classroom management techniques to maintain a respectful and productive atmosphere.
When behavioral concerns arise, the following process is generally followed:
1. The catechist will address the behavior with the student.
2. If the behavior continues, a parent or guardian will be contacted by the Director, Youth Minister, or Coordinator.
3. A conference with the parent, student, catechist, and parish leadership may be scheduled if necessary.
4. Continued or serious misconduct may result in temporary or permanent removal from the Faith Formation program, at the discretion of the Pastor and the Director, Youth Minister, or Coordinator.
Immediate dismissal from an activity may occur when a student's behavior seriously jeopardizes the safety, well-being, or learning of others.
Our goal is always to work collaboratively with families to help students develop self-discipline, Christian character, reverence for God, and respect for others while growing as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Student Responsibilities
Faith Formation is a partnership between the student, the family, and the parish community. Students are encouraged to actively participate in their faith journey by striving to live as disciples of Jesus Christ each day.
Students are expected to:
· Live a Christian life that reflects the teachings and example of Jesus Christ.
· Attend and participate in Sunday Mass and all Holy Days of Obligation.
· Participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation regularly. After receiving First Reconciliation, students are encouraged to celebrate the sacrament at least once each year and whenever needed.
· Follow the teachings, traditions, and moral principles of the Catholic Church.
· Attend weekly Faith Formation sessions faithfully and arrive on time.
· Come prepared for each session by completing assigned readings, activities, or projects.
· Learn and memorize the prayers appropriate for their grade level.
· Participate actively in discussions, prayer, and classroom activities.
· Show respect, kindness, and courtesy toward catechists, leaders, volunteers, parish staff, and fellow students.
· Be attentive and engaged during sessions.
· Complete assessments or projects that demonstrate growth in understanding of the Catholic faith.
· Dress modestly and appropriately for all Faith Formation sessions, liturgies, and parish events.
· Care for parish property and help create a safe, welcoming, and Christ-centered environment for everyone.
Parent Responsibilities
Parents are the primary educators of their children in the faith. The parish is honored to partner with families in forming young disciples of Jesus Christ. A child's faith grows most deeply when the witness of the family and the life of the parish work together.
Parents are expected to:
· Recognize and embrace their role as the primary teachers of the Catholic faith for their children.
· Participate in Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation as a family whenever possible.
· Foster a life of prayer at home and encourage regular participation in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
· Support their child's Faith Formation by ensuring regular attendance, punctuality, and completion of assignments.
· Participate in required Parent Meetings, Parent Formation sessions, retreats, and sacramental celebrations.
· Work collaboratively with catechists, ministry leaders, and parish staff throughout their child's faith formation journey.
· Encourage their child to live according to the teachings of Jesus Christ both at home and in the community.
· Support their child in preparing for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist, and Confirmation.
· Share their Time, Talent, and Treasure by participating in the life and mission of the parish whenever possible.
· Keep contact information current and maintain open communication with the Faith Formation Office regarding questions or concerns.
Together, parents, students, catechists, and the parish community share the joyful responsibility of helping children and teens grow in faith, deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ, and become lifelong disciples who actively participate in the life of the Church.
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