
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CLARION        JANUARY 2026        
CLARE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   
Making Disciples of Jesus by Helping People Know God,  
Grow in Faith, and Share Christ’s Love 

 CLARE UMC STAFF AND SCHEDULE 

Pastor:  

Pastor Brian Comiskey pastorbrianc@clareumc.org 

517-215-8637 

Leadership Team Chair: 

Mary Ann Shurlow Scott 

Administrative Assistant: 

Judy Bailey:  jbailey@clareumc.org 

Music Director:  Tracy Lubs 

Clare UMC Preschool  

and Child Care Center  

Director: Terri Banasak: terrib@clareumc.org 

phone:  989-386-4815 

Church Office Hours  

Church Office phone: 989- 386-2591 

10:00 - noon & 1-4:00 p.m.    

Monday – Friday  

Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9 a.m. 

DO YOU HAVE CONCERNS?FEEL FREE TO 
EMAIL OUR LEADERSHIP TEAM EMAILS: 

Larry Wyman Jr. : ldwyman@charter.net 

MaryAnn Shurlow Scott: 

maryannshurlow@gmail.com  

Pastor Brian Comiskey : 

pastorbrianc@clareumc.org 

Tracy Brooks: trbrooks8@yahoo.com 

Elvis Denton: elvis@toast.net 

Connie McGregor: conniemcgregor3@gmail.com 

Mary Lee: mary_lee10@hotmail.com 

Macy Tyler:  macytyler@rocketmail.com 

Lenny Wixson: Lenn.wixson@gmail.com 
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Greetings in Christ…and Happy New Year! Every January, I find myself 

reflecting on the old year, any accomplishments as well as what I would like to 

improve on. A few days ago, I read a short article from a Christian publication 

that was giving suggestions on how to help make the New Year, let’s say, more 

spiritually optimal. Maybe it is because I like to try and keep things simple, but in all the list, the one that 

spoke to me and inspired me the most was the suggestion to pick a scripture for the year and make it your 

focus. Meditate on it. Let it sink in. Make it a part of your everyday life.   

I really like this idea. Sometimes we feel overwhelmed by how much we feel we have to do. To throw one 

more thing on the pile can seem daunting. But can I do this one thing in the morning? Read this one 

scripture? Take a moment to think about it before I stand up out of bed, and read it once before going to 

sleep? Yes, I can do that.  

Because of course, as my wife likes to say, I have to fiddle with everything, I had the thought, one scripture 

for a whole year doesn’t seem like enough. Maybe one every quarter of a year, or even one a month. Either 

way, it is a simple, yet powerful way to help allow the scriptures to permeate our lives. We let ourselves 

absorb them, just a little bit every day, and watch how our faith deepens and our joy increases.  

If I had to pick one scripture for the church, I would choose this one. “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and 

His righteousness, and all these things well be added unto you -Matthew 6:33. (And if you sang that in your 

mind as the hymn, let’s finish it…Alleluuu-Alleluiah) That is going to be my own focus scripture for this first 

part of the year.  

Why that particular one? Because it covers all the bases! If we put as much energy as we could in seeking 

God, putting God first, recognizing and realizing the incredible fullness, wholeness, righteousness, and 

transforming power of God, then what do we have to fear? In what way would we be lacking? All of the 

things will be added unto us! And it doesn’t have to be an outward theatrical extravaganza of a showing of 

our devotion. Just a quiet, inward devotion will do. After all, the Kingdom of God is within us.  

Whatever you may do the coming months to grow your spiritual lives, I pray that you will have the most 

blessed Year, filled with opportunities to serve, moments of joy with friends and family, and most of all, 

experiences of the Divine Love, Divine Wisdom, and peace from within, through the source of our joy, Jesus 

Christ. 

Peace and blessings always, dear friends, 

Pastor Brian 

JUST A NOTE FROM CHIPPY 

Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your strength Deuteronomy 6:5 

I am so thankful for the life God has given me and the love that my 
best friend gives me.  I cannot help but Love my Lord God for what He 
has given me in every way. I’m also very thankful for this church 
family that treats me like I’m a part of their family.   
We Hope you all have a very Happy New Year!! “2026” 
Be safe out there this winter, and on Jan. 1 we only have 79 more 
Days before Spring!!  We can’t wait!! 
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SHARING SOME RECIPES THAT SOME OF YOU SHARED WITH US 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to 

express our 

deepest sympathy 

to Deb & Troy 

Bongard and 

family on the loss 

of Deb’s mother, 

Kathryn Irene 

Gerow. 
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1  Kleinhardt, Kim 

    Kleinhardt, Tom 

    Norlander, Kayla 

2  Cooper, Allen 

3  Swan, Dick 

5  Mater, Anna 

    Bromley, Dennis 

8  Franklin, Marsha 

9  Bentley, Savannah  

10 Thayer, Sue 

11 Kingsbury, Melonie 

12 Lane, Marjorie 

13  Krell, Erin 

      Teall, Don 

14  Everts, Barb 

       LeBoeuf, Joyce 

16  David, Brian 

      Wyman Sr., Larry 

17  Bongard, Troy 

      Shurlow-Phillips, Wilma 

      Ellison, Debra  

      Koch, Kelly 

18  Bryans, Rita 

      Schunk, Mike 

20   Benic, Alaine 

       Taylor, Anthony 

21   Ward, Kim 

23  Brecht, Michelle 

24  Seibt, Bailey 

25  Lubs, Kylie 

27  Wagoner, Jan 

28    Chilson, Ashlyn 

        Yats, Amanda 

30   Bryans, Louis 

31   Miller, Caley  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR EXTRA MILE GIVING IN JANUARY  

WILL GO FOR OUR FREE WILD GAME 

DINNER ON JAN 17. 

 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN 

CONNECTION 
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Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia plant and Christmas 

cards.  We also appreciate your prayers and sympathy card on the 

passing of my nephew David. Mike and I are blessed to have you all in 

our lives.   

Thanks again, 

Rose & Mike Musser 

      

 

     Thank you so much to my church family for the lovely poinsettia  

      and to Kindra for delivering of it.  

     I hope you have a great “Holiday”   

     God Bless, Betty Mussell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD 

IN JANUARY WE WILL BE COLLECTING: Facial tissues, 

Toilet paper, Paper towels, Paper Napkins,  Ziplock bags (1 

qt. & 1 gal.),Aluminum foil, Baby Wipes (Unscented), Pull-

Ups (Sizes 3T, 4T, 5T)FOR OUR PRESCHOOL/CHILD CARE 

CENTER 

 

 

A NOTE FROM 

JEAN & JAMIE BLOW 
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