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Introduction
There are moments in life when we desperately wish God would simply show us the entire plan.
We would love for God to sit us down and say, 
· “Here is what is going to happen next month. 
· Here is what is going to happen next year. 
· Here is why this door closed. 
· Here is why that prayer hasn’t been answered yet. 
· Here is how all of these pieces are eventually going to fit together.”
If God handed us a detailed map of the next ten years, many of us would probably feel much more comfortable.
The problem is that God rarely works that way.
Most of the time, God does not give us the entire map.
Instead, He gives us Himself.


He says, in effect, “You may not know everything about the road ahead, but you can know Me. You can trust My character. You can follow My voice. You can believe that I know where I am taking you.”
That is why Psalm 23 is such an important passage when we talk about the faithfulness of God.
David does not describe God as someone standing far away shouting directions.
David describes God as a Shepherd.
· A shepherd walks with the sheep
· A shepherd knows the terrain
· A shepherd knows where the water is
· A shepherd knows where the dangerous places are
· A shepherd knows when the sheep need to rest
· A shepherd knows when they need to move
And most importantly, a good shepherd is committed to getting the sheep safely where they need to go.
That is the picture David gives us of God.


During Week 1, we learned that God is near.
· Psalm 46 reminded us that even when everything around us is shaking, the Lord of hosts is with us.
During Week 2, we learned that God keeps His promises.
· Abraham’s life reminded us that God’s timing may test our patience, but His faithfulness never fails.
Tonight we take the next step.
If God is near, and if God is faithful, then we can trust the way He leads us.
· Even when the road is confusing
· Even when the road is difficult
· Even when the road is not the one we would have chosen
Psalm 23 reminds us that the Shepherd can be trusted because the Shepherd knows the way.

READ PSALM 23
“1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. 3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.” 
“5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”
Psalm 23 is familiar to many of us.
· We hear it at funerals.
· We see it printed on plaques.
· We memorize it as children.
But because it is so familiar, sometimes we miss how strong its message really is.
David describes a life of complete dependence on God.
He is saying: “I can trust God to lead me because He is my Shepherd.”
Point 1: The Shepherd Knows What We Need
Psalm 23 begins: “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.”
David begins with identity before he ever speaks about circumstances.
· He does not begin with the valley.
· He does not begin with the enemy.
· He does not begin with the danger.
He begins with: “The LORD is my shepherd.”
Everything else in the psalm flows from that relationship.
David can trust the path because he trusts the Shepherd.
That matters for us because we are often tempted to judge God’s leadership by what is happening around us.
· If life is comfortable, we think God must be leading well.
· If life becomes difficult, we begin to wonder whether something has gone wrong.
But David’s confidence is not rooted in comfortable circumstances.
His confidence is rooted in the character of the Shepherd.
“I SHALL NOT WANT”
When David says, “I shall not want,” he is not saying that he will receive everything he could ever desire.
He is saying that because the Lord is his Shepherd, he can trust God to provide what is truly necessary.
A sheep depends upon the shepherd for nearly everything.
· The sheep does not locate tomorrow’s pasture.
· The sheep does not create tomorrow’s water.
· The sheep does not defend itself particularly well against predators.
It depends upon the shepherd.
That is not an image of weakness for the sake of weakness.
It is an image of dependence.
And dependence is difficult for us.
· We like to feel self-sufficient
· We like knowing what is next
· We like having enough money in the account, enough plans on the calendar, enough backup options, and enough control to feel secure
But God sometimes allows us to enter seasons where our sense of control begins to disappear.
And in those seasons, He reminds us: “I am still your Shepherd.”
The Shepherd Knows When We Need Rest
Verse 2 says: “He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters.”
Notice how personal the language is.
· He makes me.
· He leads me.
God is not merely concerned with the destination.
He cares about the condition of the sheep along the way.
Sometimes we focus so much on reaching the next thing that we don’t recognize what God is trying to do in us right now.
We think:
· “If I can just get through this season…”
· “If I can just reach that goal…”
· “If this problem would just go away…”
Then I could have peace.
But sometimes the Shepherd says: “You need to stop here for a while.”
· We may call it a delay.
· God may call it rest.
· We may call it inactivity.
· God may call it restoration.
· We may think nothing is happening.
But the Shepherd knows what the sheep need before the sheep know it themselves.



Illustration: The Person Who Refuses To Stop
Most of us know someone who refuses to rest until the body eventually forces them to.
· They keep going.
· They keep working.
· They keep saying yes.
· They keep carrying everything.
Then one day they are exhausted and SURPRISED that they are exhausted.
Sometimes God’s leadership includes slowing us down.
· We may not like it.
· We may not understand it.
But a good Shepherd does not merely lead us where we want to go.
A good Shepherd leads us where we need to go.
· That may include a green pasture.
· It may include still waters.
· And sometimes it may include a season where God is restoring something in us before He moves us forward again.
Application
One of the questions we should ask when life slows down is simply: “Lord, what are You trying to restore in me while I am here?”
· Maybe the Shepherd is restoring your perspective.
· Maybe He is restoring your prayer life.
· Maybe He is restoring your dependence on Him.
· Maybe He is showing you how much of your identity had become attached to your job, your schedule, your success, or someone else’s approval.
A faithful Shepherd knows what the sheep need.
That means we can trust Him even when His pace is slower than ours.

Transition: David then moves from God’s provision to God’s direction.
The Shepherd not only knows what we need.
He also knows where we need to go.

Point 2: The Shepherd Knows the Right Path
Psalm 23:3 says: “He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.”
There is that word again: He leads me.
The Christian life is not simply a life in which we ask God to bless whatever direction we happen to choose.
The Christian life is a life of following.
That means there will be moments when God’s direction does not match our preference.
There will be moments when obedience is inconvenient.
There will be moments when the road God places before us is not the road we would have selected.
And that is where trust becomes real.
We Often Want God to Follow Us
We say: “Lord, guide me.”
But sometimes what we mean is: “Lord, bless the direction I have already chosen.”
· We make the plan.
· We decide what we want.
· We set the timetable.
Then we invite God to come along.
But Psalm 23 does not say: “I lead, and God follows.”
It says: “He leads me.”
That distinction changes everything.
· Faith means I am willing to let God redirect me.
· Faith means I am willing to accept a closed door.
· Faith means I am willing to obey Scripture even when obedience costs me something.
Faith means I can say: “God, Your way is better than mine.”
Proverbs 3:5–6 tells us: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”
Those verses are easy to quote.
They are much harder to live.
There will always be things we do not understand.
· Why did this happen?
· Why did this door close?
· Why did God allow this delay?
· Why has this prayer not been answered?
· Why does obedience seem harder than compromise?
Sometimes God gives us answers.
Sometimes He does not.
But the absence of an explanation does not mean the absence of leadership.
The Shepherd can still be leading when the sheep do not understand the route.
The Shepherd Sees More Than the Sheep
A sheep sees what is immediately in front of it.
· The shepherd sees farther down the road.

The sheep sees grass.
· The shepherd may see danger beyond the grass.

The sheep sees a path that looks easier.
· The shepherd may know where that path ends.
That is one of the great differences between us and God.
· We are always making decisions with limited information.
· God never is.
· We do not know tomorrow.
· God does.
· We do not know every consequence.
· God does.
· We do not know what is happening behind the scenes.
· God does.
· We do not know what He may be preparing six months from now.
· God does.
So if God sees more than we see, there will inevitably be moments when His direction does not make sense to us.
That does not mean He is leading poorly.
It means He sees farther than we do.

Application
Sometimes one of the clearest ways God leads us is through a door that does not open.
· We prayed for it.
· We wanted it.
· We were convinced it would be perfect.
· Then it did not happen.
· And we felt disappointed.
· Maybe even angry.
But how many times have we looked back years later and said: “Now I understand why God did not allow that.”
· There are relationships we are thankful did not work out.
· There are jobs we are thankful we did not receive.
· There are plans we are thankful God changed.
At the time, the closed door felt like disappointment.
Later, we recognized it as mercy.
Of course, we will not understand every closed door in this life.
That is why faith cannot depend upon hindsight.
Transition: But Psalm 23 does not pretend that following the Shepherd means the path will always be pleasant.
David moves from green pastures and still waters into a very different setting.
He takes us into the valley.

Point 3: The Shepherd Does Not Abandon Us in the Valley
Psalm 23:4 says: “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me.”
That verse matters because it challenges a false assumption we sometimes have about God’s leadership.
We sometimes assume: “If God is leading me, I should never end up in a valley.”
But David says otherwise.
Sometimes the Shepherd’s path goes through the valley.
The valley is not always evidence that you have missed God’s will.
You can be walking faithfully with God and still go through something painful.
· You can obey God and still experience loss
· You can pray and still encounter hardship
· You can trust God and still experience fear
The Bible never promises that following God eliminates valleys.
It promises that we do not walk through them alone.
Notice the Word “Through”
David says: “Though I walk through the valley…”
The valley is part of the journey.
It is not necessarily the destination.
In a painful season, it can feel permanent:
· Grief feels permanent…
· Uncertainty feels permanent…
· Waiting feels permanent…
· Pain seems like it will never end…
But the Shepherd is still moving.
Some valleys last longer than we would like.
Some leave permanent changes in our lives.
But for the believer, no valley has the final word.
Our Shepherd is leading us somewhere beyond it.
Ultimately, He is leading us home.
“You Are with Me”
Notice something beautiful in Psalm 23.
In the first three verses, David talks ABOUT God.
· “He makes me lie down.”
· “He leads me.”
· “He restores my soul.”
But when David enters the valley, the language changes.
Now David speaks directly TO God.
· “For You are with me.”
It is as though the valley turns theology into something personal.

Before the valley, David knows things about God.
In the valley, David experiences God’s presence.
That connects directly back to Week 1: God is near.
The Shepherd does not stand outside the valley waiting for us to emerge.
He walks into it with us.
Sometimes God Does Not Lead Us Around It
We would prefer Psalm 23 to say: “Whenever a valley appears, the Shepherd finds another route.”
But it does not.
Sometimes God leads us through what we would rather avoid.
Yet, the promise is: “You will not be alone.”
That changes the way we endure difficult seasons.
· We may still cry.
· We may still have questions.
· We may still experience fear.
But underneath all of those things is a deeper confidence: “The Shepherd is here.”
The Rod and Staff
David says: “Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”
A shepherd’s rod was used for protection.
The staff was used for guidance and correction.
That means God comforts us both by protecting us and by directing us.
· Sometimes His guidance feels reassuring.
· Sometimes it feels corrective.
· Sometimes God leads by opening a door.
· Sometimes He leads by saying no.
· Sometimes He leads by providing.
· Sometimes He leads by removing.
· Sometimes He leads by allowing us to experience the consequences of a foolish choice so that we learn not to repeat it.
But even God’s correction can express His faithful love.
A Shepherd who never corrects wandering sheep is not a loving shepherd.

Application
Maybe you are in a valley right now.
If so, perhaps the question is: “Where is the Shepherd in this?”
· Where is He giving strength?
· Where is He giving wisdom?
· Where is He sustaining you?
· Where is He placing people around you?
· Where is He teaching you something that could only be learned in this season?
You may not understand why the valley is part of your path.
But you can still know this: The Shepherd has not left you.

Transition: David then moves from the valley to a table. And here we discover something else about God’s leadership.

The Shepherd is not merely trying to get us through life. He is leading us toward His goodness.

Point 4: The Shepherd’s Destination Is Good
Psalm 23:5–6 says: “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over.”
Then David concludes:
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”
What confidence.
David has talked about:
UNSHAKABLE

· 
2
2
· Green pastures
· Still waters
· Right paths
· Dark valleys
· Enemies


And after all of it, he says: “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me.”
Why can David say that?
Because he knows where the Shepherd is leading him.
God’s leadership is not random. It has a destination.
For the believer, God is leading us toward Christlikeness in this life and ultimately into His presence forever.
That means even the parts of the journey we do not understand are taking place within a larger story of God’s faithfulness.
Romans 8:28 says: “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.”
That verse does not say all things are good.
· 
· Cancer is not good
· Death is not good
· Betrayal is not good
· Sin is not good
· Loss is not good


But God is so sovereign and so faithful that He can take even things that are not good and weave them into His larger purposes.
That is the kind of Shepherd we have.
· Nothing is wasted
· No valley is outside His reach
· No pain is beyond His ability to redeem
Jesus Is the Good Shepherd
Psalm 23 becomes even richer when we come to the New Testament.
Jesus says in John 10:11: “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.”
· David says: “The LORD is my shepherd.”
· Jesus says: “I am the Good Shepherd.”
And how far is the Good Shepherd willing to go for His sheep?
· All the way to the cross.
Jesus did not merely give us directions to salvation.
· He laid down His life to save us.
Then He rose again.
So, when we ask: “Can I trust the Shepherd?”
We look at the cross.
A Shepherd who loved us enough to die for us can be trusted with the path in front of us.

John 10:27 says: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”
Christianity is not merely knowing that Jesus is the Shepherd.
It is following Him.
Application: How Do We Follow the Shepherd?
Let me make this very practical.
If we believe God leads us, how do we actually follow Him?
1. Follow what God has already revealed.
· God’s primary guidance is found in His Word.
· If Scripture has clearly spoken about something, we do not need to wait for a special sign.
· God will never lead you contrary to His Word.
2. Stay close enough to recognize His voice.
Sheep follow the voice of the shepherd they know.
· That means prayer matters.
· Scripture matters.
· Worship matters.
· Christian community matters.
The more consistently we walk with Christ, the more His truth shapes our minds.
We should be careful not to interpret every thought or feeling as a message from God.
But as we know Scripture and walk closely with Christ, we become better equipped to recognize what reflects His character and His will.
3. Take the next faithful step.
Sometimes we become paralyzed because we want God to reveal the next twenty steps.
He may only show us one.
· If you know the next faithful thing to do, do that.
· If you need to forgive, forgive.
· If you need to apologize, apologize.
· If you need to wait, wait.
· If you need to stop compromising, stop.
· If you need godly counsel, seek it.
· If you need to obey something Scripture has already made clear, obey it.
You do not need the entire map in order to take the next faithful step.
Conclusion: The Shepherd Knows the Road
There is a reason Psalm 23 has comforted believers for centuries.
· It does not describe an easy life.
· It describes a guided life.
· There are green pastures.
· There are still waters.
· There are right paths.
· There are dark valleys.
· There are enemies.
· And there is a final home.
But through every part of the journey, one thing remains constant: The Shepherd is there.
Maybe you do not understand the road you are on.
· Maybe you thought your life would look different by now.
· Maybe you are facing a decision, and you are afraid of making the wrong one.
· Maybe God has closed a door you desperately wanted open.
· Maybe you are walking through a valley you never expected to enter.
Psalm 23 does not promise that you will understand every road.
· It gives you something better.
· It gives you a Shepherd.
So, ask yourself tonight: Where am I struggling to trust the Shepherd’s leadership?
· 
· Is it your future?
· Your family?
· Your finances?
· Your career?
· A relationship?
· A season of waiting?
· A painful valley?


God leads us well.
· He knows what we need.
· He knows the right path.
· He stays with us in the valley.
And He is leading us toward His goodness.
Final Takeaway
I can remain unshakable when the road is uncertain because my faithful Shepherd knows the path, walks with me, and leads me well.
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