Know the War (Ephesians 6:10-13)

Big Idea
Before believers understand the armor, they must understand the __________. Spiritual warfare is real, but the strength to stand comes from __________ alone.

Point 1: The Believer's Strength Comes from the _________
· Paul is telling believers that spiritual strength must be received from _______________.
· The same Lord who defeated death strengthens His people to ____________.
· Self-reliance may look strong on the outside, but spiritually it is _____________________. 

Point 2: The Believer Must Put on the _____________ Armor of God
· God does not tell believers to put on part of the armor. Partial armor leaves ________________ places. 
· This means the armor is supplied by _____, belongs to _______, and reflects the character of ________. 
· The armor must be put on. That means believers must actively _________ what God has provided.

Point 3: The Believer's Enemy Is Spiritual and ______________
· If Satan can convince believers that other people are the real enemy, then the church will spend its energy fighting _________________ instead of resisting darkness. 
· But we must also be clear: Satan is not equal to ______, ________, or the Holy __________! 
· This protects the believer from misdirected warfare. If we fight the wrong enemy, we will use the ____________________ weapons. 

Point 4: The Believer Is Called to Stand __________
· The “evil day” may refer generally to life in this present evil age, but it also seems to describe specific moments of spiritual _______________. 
· The believer’s role is to stand in His victory, resist the enemy, remain faithful, and refuse to __________________.

Final Application
The believer does not stand because he is impressive. The believer stands because _________________ is victorious.

Discussion Questions for Deeper Study
Where are Christians most tempted to rely on themselves instead of Christ?
What are some of the enemy's common schemes today?
Why is it dangerous to treat people as the ultimate enemy?
What does it mean practically to “stand firm”?
What is one area of your life where you feel spiritually vulnerable?
