
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
A MONTH TO LIVE
Living with Urgency and Praying for Revival | Jonah 3:1-4
	LENGTH
45 minutes
	MAIN TEXT
Jonah 3:1-4
	BIG IDEA
Our time is limited, but God can bring new life when His people pray, proclaim His Word, and respond in repentance.


Study Purpose
To help participants live with spiritual urgency, understand the biblical pattern of revival, and commit to prayer, faithful witness, repentance, and renewed devotion to Jesus.
Learning Goals
Reflect biblically on the brevity and purpose of life.
Identify prayer, God's Word, and repentance as essential movements of revival.
Explain why the power of revival comes from God rather than the messenger.
Choose one person to pray for and one concrete response to make this week.
Leader Preparation
Read Jonah 3:1-10, Acts 1:12-14, Acts 2:37-39, and Ezekiel 37:1-14.
Keep the emphasis on readiness and hope, not speculation or fear about dates.
Prepare to invite anyone with questions about salvation or baptism to speak with a church leader.
Bring Bibles and pens. The suggested times total 45 minutes.


Welcome and Opening
If you knew you had only one month to live, what would you do differently - spiritually, relationally, and practically?
Allow several brief responses. Note that many bucket lists focus on experiences, but Scripture invites us to consider what matters eternally.
Pray: 'Lord, teach us to number our days, awaken our hearts, and show us how to live for what matters most. In Jesus' name, amen.'
Read and Observe
	Jonah 3:1-4 (NLT)  The LORD spoke to Jonah a second time. Jonah obeyed and went to Nineveh. On the day he entered the city, he announced: 'Forty days from now Nineveh will be destroyed!'



What details in this passage create a sense of urgency?
What responsibilities belonged to Jonah? What response would belong to Nineveh?
How was the warning itself an expression of God's mercy?
Truth 1: Number Our Days Wisely
Nineveh received forty days to respond. We are not given an exact countdown, but Scripture repeatedly reminds us that life is brief and that today is a gift from God.
	Psalm 90:12  Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.



What usually makes us forget that our time is limited?
If you lived with healthy spiritual urgency, what would receive more attention? What would receive less?
Is there forgiveness, reconciliation, obedience, baptism, service, or witness that you have been postponing?
Four Priorities for a Life That Counts
Love God more deeply.
Love people more intentionally.
Release forgiveness you have been withholding.
Invest in what will matter in eternity.
Truth 2: Prayer Precedes Revival
Prayer appears throughout Jonah: frightened sailors prayed, Jonah prayed from the fish, and Nineveh later prayed with fasting. The sermon also points to Pentecost, where believers were united in prayer before the gospel spread with extraordinary power.
	Acts 1:14  They all joined together constantly in prayer.



	Psalm 80:18  Revive us, and we will call on your name.



Why is prayer essential to revival rather than merely preparation for revival?
What is the difference between praying for God to change 'the world' and asking Him to revive us first?
What would united, persistent prayer look like at First Christian Church?
A Prayer Pattern for Revival
Adoration: Praise God for His holiness, mercy, and power.
Confession: Ask God to expose and cleanse sin in us.
Intercession: Pray by name for family, friends, neighbors, and leaders.
Surrender: Offer God our time, gifts, plans, and reputation.
Expectation: Ask the Holy Spirit to bring conviction, new life, and faithful obedience.
Prayer exercise: In pairs or groups of three, spend three minutes praying through the five movements. Keep prayers brief so everyone may participate.
Truth 3: God Works Through His Word
Jonah's sermon was extremely short, but it came from God. The outcome did not depend on Jonah's personality, eloquence, or enthusiasm. The messenger was limited; God's message and Spirit were powerful.
	Jonah 3:2  Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.



	Zechariah 4:6  Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD Almighty.



How does knowing that God supplies the power change the way we share our faith?
What temptations arise when churches depend more on personality, presentation, or technique than on Scripture and the Holy Spirit?
What simple part of your testimony could point someone to Jesus?
The Faithful Messenger
Prays before speaking.
Communicates God's truth rather than inventing a new message.
Speaks with humility, clarity, courage, and love.
Trusts the Holy Spirit with the response.
Remains ready to help a person take the next step.
Truth 4: Revival Produces Repentance
Biblical revival is more than excitement, a crowded meeting, or a temporary emotional moment. Nineveh's people believed God, called on Him, and turned from evil. At Pentecost, listeners were cut to the heart and asked what they should do.
	Acts 2:37-39 (NLT)  Peter's words pierced their hearts...Peter replied, 'Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.'



	2 Corinthians 5:17  If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and the new has come.



What is the difference between revival and temporary religious enthusiasm?
What visible changes should follow genuine repentance?
Where do you most need God to breathe new life - prayer, worship, relationships, courage, generosity, purity, service, or witness?
Signs of New Life
Sin is confessed rather than defended.
Jesus becomes more precious than comfort or reputation.
Broken relationships are addressed with truth and grace.
Compassion for lost people grows.
Prayer and Scripture become living priorities.
Faith produces obedient action.
Commitment and Closing Prayer
Invite one minute of silence. Ask each participant to write:
One change I would make if I truly remembered that time is short...
One person I will pray for every day this week...
One delayed act of obedience I will complete...
One area where I am asking God to revive me...
Closing challenge: Nineveh's forty days were not merely a countdown to judgment; they were forty days of grace. Today is also a day of grace. Hear God's Word, respond to Jesus, and use the time He gives you.
Closing prayer: Holy God, teach us to number our days and live wisely. Forgive our spiritual indifference and revive us again. Make First Christian Church a praying church, a Bible-centered church, and a church that carries the good news of Jesus to those who are far from You. Breathe new life into dry places, give courage to Your messengers, and draw people to repentance, faith, baptism, and faithful discipleship. In Jesus' name, amen.
Take-Home Challenge
Read Jonah 3 and Acts 2. List every response to God's Word.
Pray by name for one family member, friend, grandchild, or neighbor each day.
Invite one person to worship or Bible study this week.
Ask a church leader about baptism if you have not taken that step.
Leader's Quick Reference
Central Truth
Our time is limited, but God is merciful and powerful. Revival begins as God's people pray, faithfully proclaim His Word, and respond with genuine repentance and obedience.
Key Scriptures
Jonah 3:1-4 - God's warning gives Nineveh time to respond.
Psalm 90:12 - Number our days wisely.
Psalm 80:18 - Ask God to revive His people.
Acts 1:14 - The church united in prayer.
Zechariah 4:6 - God's work advances by His Spirit.
Acts 2:37-39 - Repent, turn to God, and be baptized.
2 Corinthians 5:17 - Christ makes people new.
Four Takeaways to Repeat
Urgency is not panic; it is faithful use of the time God gives.
Revival begins with God and brings His people back to life.
The power is not in the messenger but in God's Word and Spirit.
A revived heart responds with repentance, prayer, obedience, and concern for the lost.
Pastoral Sensitivity
Discussion of death may be tender for participants facing illness or grief. Keep the tone hopeful and centered on Christ. Do not imply that illness reflects weak faith. Offer pastoral support to anyone who needs prayer, assurance, or help processing loss.
Follow-Up
Whom are you praying for, and what act of obedience will you complete this week?

