
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
THE GOD WHO GIVES
ANOTHER CHANCE
	LENGTH
45 minutes
	MAIN TEXT
Jonah 3:1-2
	BIG IDEA
God's mercy gives us another chance - and calls us to extend mercy to others.


Study Purpose
To help participants recognize God's mercy in Jonah's story, respond to His invitation to repent and begin again, and offer others the same grace they have received.
Learning Goals
Explain why Jonah 3:1-2 reveals the heart of the gospel.
Distinguish biblical repentance from regret or merely feeling sorry.
Identify one area in which God is calling them to renewed obedience.
Choose one practical way to extend forgiveness and another chance to someone else.
Leader Preparation
Read Jonah 1-3, Luke 15:11-24, Psalm 51:1-12, and Colossians 3:12-13 before the group meets.
Bring Bibles and pens. Invite honest sharing, but never pressure anyone to disclose private details.
Keep the pace moving. The suggested times total 45 minutes.


Welcome and Opening
Leader opening: Our sermon called Jonah 3:1-2 a 'diamond in disguise.' These two short verses reveal a priceless truth: the Lord did not abandon Jonah after his failure. God spoke to him again.
Opening question: When you hear the phrase 'another chance,' what feeling comes first - hope, relief, doubt, gratitude, or something else? Why?
Allow two or three brief responses. Then pray: 'Father, thank You for meeting us with truth and mercy. Help us hear Your Word, turn toward You, and respond in obedience. In Jesus' name, amen.'
Read and Observe
	Jonah 3:1-2 (NLT)  Then the LORD spoke to Jonah a second time: 'Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh, and deliver the message I have given you.'



Brief setting: God had commanded Jonah to preach in Nineveh. Jonah ran in the opposite direction, endangered a ship's crew, was thrown into the sea, and was rescued by God. After Jonah prayed, God brought him safely to land. Chapter 3 begins with mercy and a renewed call.
What words or phrases stand out to you in these two verses?
What stayed the same about God's command? What changed in Jonah's circumstances?
Leader emphasis: God's mercy did not erase Jonah's calling. The second chance returned him to the obedience he had previously refused.
Truth 1: God Gives Another Chance
The sermon emphasizes the words 'the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time.' Jonah's failure was deliberate, not accidental, yet God remained merciful. Jonah was neither discarded nor excused; he was forgiven, corrected, and recommissioned.
	Psalm 103:10-12  God does not treat us as our sins deserve. His mercy is vast, and He removes our rebellion from us.



Explore the Truth
What does God's decision to speak to Jonah again reveal about God's character?
How is a second chance different from pretending that sin did not matter?
Which biblical person most encourages you when you think about restoration - Moses, David, Peter, Paul, Mark, or the prodigal son? Why?
If needed, use these examples from the sermon:
Moses was shaped during years in Midian and later led God's people.
David confessed after Nathan confronted him and prayed for a clean heart.
Peter denied Jesus, but Jesus restored and recommissioned him.
Paul persecuted Christians, yet Christ transformed him into a missionary.
John Mark abandoned a mission, but later became useful to Paul in ministry.
Key Distinction
God's forgiveness is abundant, but grace is not permission to remain unchanged. Mercy meets us in failure and calls us forward in faith and obedience.
Where might a past failure be tempting you to believe that God cannot use you anymore?
Truth 2: Grace Calls Us to Repent and Obey
Jonah's renewed opportunity included a renewed command: 'Get up...go...deliver the message.' Biblical repentance is more than regret. It is a change of mind and direction - turning from sin and turning toward God.
	Acts 3:19 (CEV)  Turn to God. Give up your sins, and you will be forgiven.



	Romans 12:2 (NLT)  Let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think, so you can know His will.



Five Movements of a Restored Life
1. Admit: Come out of hiding and agree with God about the problem.
2. Feel godly remorse: Grieve the harm caused by sin, not merely the consequences of being caught.
3. Repent: Turn away from sin and toward God's way.
4. Reflect and renew: Let Scripture reshape your thinking, motives, and habits.
5. Receive restoration: Accept God's cleansing and take the next faithful step He gives you.
Discuss and Apply
Which of these five movements is easiest for you? Which is most difficult?
What is the difference between being sorry for consequences and truly repenting?
God used separation with Moses, confrontation with David, desperation with the prodigal, demonstration with Peter, affirmation with Mark, and isolation with Jonah. How has God gotten your attention in the past?
Leader note: Encourage participants to speak generally if the details are sensitive. The goal is honest response to God, not public confession of every private sin.
The Gospel Response
The sermon traces a response of faith through hearing God's Word, believing in Jesus, repenting, confessing Jesus as Lord, being baptized into Christ, and continuing in obedient love. Emphasize that salvation rests on Jesus' sacrifice and that genuine faith responds to His grace.
Romans 10:17 - Faith comes through hearing the message of Christ.
John 3:16 - Whoever believes in God's Son receives eternal life.
Acts 17:30 - God calls everyone to repent.
Romans 10:9-10 - Confess Jesus as Lord and believe in His resurrection.
Acts 2:38 - Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
John 14:23 - Love for Jesus is expressed through obedience.
Which part of responding to Jesus do you need to take seriously today?
Truth 3: Forgiven People Forgive
Jonah accepted God's mercy for himself but struggled to desire mercy for Nineveh. The sermon warns us not to receive grace with one hand while withholding it from others with the other.
	Colossians 3:13 (CEV)  Put up with each other, and forgive anyone who does you wrong, just as Christ has forgiven you.



Why can it be easier to receive forgiveness than to give it?
What is forgiveness - and what is it not?
Clarify: Forgiveness releases personal vengeance and entrusts justice to God. It does not call evil good, erase wise boundaries, guarantee immediate trust, or prevent appropriate consequences. Reconciliation may require repentance, safety, and time.
Without naming the person aloud, is there someone you have treated as though they should never receive another chance?
What would one Christlike next step look like - prayer, releasing resentment, a truthful conversation, an apology, a boundary, or seeking wise counsel?
Personal Response
Invite the group into two minutes of quiet prayer. Ask each participant to complete these statements privately:
Lord, thank You for giving me another chance in...
Lord, I confess that I have been resisting You in...
The next act of obedience You are placing before me is...
Because You have forgiven me, help me extend mercy to...
	Psalm 51:10, 12 (NLT)  Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within me...Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and make me willing to obey you.



After the silence, invite anyone who wishes to share only their next step. Do not require details.
Closing Challenge and Prayer
Closing challenge: Another chance is not simply an opportunity to feel better; it is an invitation to walk differently. Jonah 3 begins when Jonah gets up and goes. This week, respond to the mercy of God with one concrete act of obedience.
Closing prayer: Merciful Father, thank You that our failures do not have to be final. Thank You for the forgiveness made possible through Jesus Christ. Give us honest hearts to confess, courage to repent, and strength to obey. Restore the joy of Your salvation in us. Help us show others the mercy You have shown us. Use our renewed obedience to bring Your Word and love to people who need hope. In Jesus' name, amen.
Take-Home Challenge
Read Jonah 3 this week. Underline every action God takes, every action Jonah takes, and every response the people of Nineveh make.
Write one sentence that begins, 'Because God gave me another chance, I will...' Then act on it within seven days.
Pray daily for one person who needs God's mercy and for one person toward whom you need to show mercy.
Leader's Quick Reference
Central Truth
God's mercy offers another chance, but His mercy also calls for repentance, renewed obedience, and mercy toward others.
Key Scriptures
Jonah 3:1-2 - God speaks to Jonah again.
Psalm 103:10-12 - God's mercy is greater than our guilt.
Luke 15:17-24 - The father welcomes the returning son.
Acts 3:19 - Repentance turns us toward God.
Romans 12:2 - God changes us by renewing our minds.
Colossians 3:13 - Forgive as Christ forgave you.
Psalm 51:10-12 - Ask God for a clean heart and willing spirit.
Four Takeaways to Repeat
Failure does not have to be final.
Grace does not excuse sin; it makes a new beginning possible.
Repentance becomes visible through changed direction and obedience.
Those who receive mercy are called to become people of mercy.
Pastoral Sensitivity
Some participants may connect forgiveness with abuse, trauma, addiction, or unsafe relationships. Do not pressure anyone to resume contact, remove healthy boundaries, or remain in danger. Encourage appropriate pastoral and professional support when needed.
Optional Follow-Up Questions
What did God show you about His character through Jonah 3:1-2?
What specific act of obedience did you choose?
What makes it hard to believe that restoration is possible?
How can our church become a community where truth, repentance, and restoration flourish together?

