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Big Idea
	BIG IDEA  God patiently pursues and corrects His people so that our hearts will reflect His compassion for those who are far from Him.



Study Goals
Recognize Jonah’s anger, self-focus, and lack of compassion.
Identify God as gracious, compassionate, patient, loving, and personally available.
Evaluate what our anger, comfort, and happiness reveal about our spiritual priorities.
Choose one practical way to value people more than comfort, possessions, or personal preferences.
Leader Preparation
Read Jonah 4:1-11 and review Exodus 34:6-7, Joel 2:12-13, 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, Matthew 10:8, and Luke 15:25-32. Be prepared to guide the group away from criticizing Jonah only and toward honest self-examination.
Pastoral note: Jonah’s statements about wanting to die occur during intense anger and distress. Treat any present-day mention of suicide seriously and compassionately; encourage immediate support from trusted leaders, family, emergency services, or the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline.
Leader Guide
Welcome, Opening Question & Prayer
Introduce the gap that can exist between knowing God’s truth and sharing God’s heart.
Opening question: Have you ever been disappointed because someone received mercy instead of the consequences you thought they deserved? Why can mercy feel unfair?
Opening prayer: “Gracious God, thank You for pursuing us when our hearts wander. Help us see ourselves honestly, receive Your correction humbly, and love people with Your compassion. Through Jesus, amen.”
Read & Observe Jonah 4:1-11
Trace Jonah’s emotions and God’s patient efforts to teach him.
Ask two readers to read Jonah 4:1-5 and 4:6-11 aloud.
Observation Questions
What causes Jonah’s anger?
What does Jonah know and say about God in verse 2?
What question does God ask Jonah twice?
What four things does God appoint or provide in verses 6-8?
How does God compare Jonah’s concern for the plant with His concern for Nineveh?
Leader note: The book ends with God’s unanswered question. The reader must decide whether to share Jonah’s self-centered values or God’s compassion.
A Heart Out of Step with God
Recognize the difference between knowing correct doctrine and reflecting God’s character.
Jonah could accurately quote God’s character from Exodus 34:6-7, yet he resented those same qualities when God showed mercy to Nineveh. He received grace for himself but wanted judgment for others.
	KEY TRUTH  It is possible to know true things about God while resisting the compassion of God.



Why was Jonah so angry that Nineveh was spared?
How is Jonah like the older brother in Luke 15:25-32?
Where are Christians tempted to want grace for ourselves but justice without mercy for others?
What does Jonah’s repeated focus on “me” reveal about his heart?
Teaching emphasis: God does not shame Jonah into silence. He asks questions that invite honest self-examination: “Is it right for you to be angry?”
God’s Gracious & Patient Character
See how God remains available and patient with both rebellious Nineveh and stubborn Jonah.
Read Jonah 4:2 and 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. God is gracious, compassionate, slow to anger, rich in faithful love, and willing to relent from disaster. He patiently pursues Jonah even while Jonah argues, pouts, and withdraws.
Which quality of God in verse 2 is most meaningful to you today?
How has God patiently pursued or corrected you?
How would our relationships change if we reflected God’s patience and kindness?
	GRACE RECEIVED  Jesus said, “Freely you have received; freely give” (Matthew 10:8). Grace is not meant to be hoarded.


The Plant, Worm, Wind & Our Comforts
Let God’s object lesson expose misplaced joy, anger, and attachment.
God appoints a plant, a worm, and a scorching wind just as He earlier appointed the fish. Jonah is delighted by personal comfort but unmoved by the salvation of a city. God uses temporary gifts and losses to reveal Jonah’s priorities.
Why did the plant make Jonah happier than Nineveh’s repentance?
What can disappointment reveal about what we value most?
How can we enjoy God’s gifts without loving them more than the Giver or other people?
God’s Final Question: What Matters Most?
Compare Jonah’s pity for a plant with God’s compassion for people and animals.
Jonah did not create or sustain the plant, yet he grieved its loss. God created and cared for more than 120,000 people in Nineveh, along with many animals. People matter more than the temporary things God lends us.
What people or groups are easy for us to overlook, avoid, or judge?
What would it look like for First Christian Church to mirror God’s concern for them?
If the story continued, what response would you hope Jonah made? What response will you make?
Personal Response & Closing Prayer
Answer God’s final question with one compassionate action.
Invite participants to complete one sentence privately: “Because people matter to God, this week I will...”
Closing prayer: “Gracious and compassionate God, forgive us when we care more about our comfort than about people. Thank You for pursuing us patiently and giving us mercy through Jesus. Change our hearts, make us generous with grace, and help First Christian Church love those You love. Amen.”
Takeaway
	REMEMBER  God cared about Nineveh, and He cared enough about Jonah to correct him. The unfinished ending asks each of us: Will my heart reflect God’s compassion?


Optional Follow-Up for the Week
Read Luke 15:11-32 and compare the older brother with Jonah.
Memorize Jonah 4:2 or Matthew 10:8.
Pray daily for a person or group you have found difficult to love.
Complete one act of compassion without seeking recognition or repayment.
Participant Notes
What God showed me:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
A comfort or attitude I need to surrender:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
My compassionate next step:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

