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9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed from 12:00-1:00 p.m. for lunch

FRIDAY
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

DAILY MASSES
7:00 a.m. (M, T, W & TH)
8:00 a.m. (M, T, TH & F)

8:15 a.m. (Wednesday)
7:00 p.m. Español (Viernes)
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Sunday Mass 
10:30 a.m.  (English)
12:30 p.m. (Español) 
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A Message from the Pastor

Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King:

peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;

with th'angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King" 

In his Gospel narrative on the nativity of Jesus, St. Luke tells us about the angels announcing Our Savior’s birth to 
the shepherd:  “And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: 
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:13-14 NAB)  As we 
celebrate Christmas, we are reminded of the glory of the angels’ voices through seasonal hymns and carols.  “Hark, 
the Herald Angels Sing” was composed by Charles Wesley in 1739. Wesley was one of the founders of Methodism 
and requested a slow, somber melody for the hymn. It wasn’t until 1840 that the hymn became more popular with a 
new melody adapted from a cantata by Felix Mendelssohn. One of over 6,000 hymns that Wesley wrote, this hymn 
is passed on to each generation keeping in mind the “reason for the season!”

As Catholics, we celebrate the Season of Christmas from Christmas Eve until the Baptism of Christ on January 11, 
2026. After the octave (eight days) in which we celebrate the Masses as if it were Christmas Day itself, we’ll still be 
singing Christmas hymns and carols until January 11. !ere’s too much of God’s glory to "t it all in a day, so we 
take our time to celebrate the Birth of Jesus Christ!

As we celebrate Christmas this year, may God’s blessings be with you and your families as we rejoice with the angels 
that Christ has been born into our world.

Merry Christmas!
Father Mike Smith, Father Israel “Izzie” Hernandez, and Father George Gyasi 

as well as the Deacons and Parish Sta# of Nativity
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  MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, December 22
 7:00 a.m.    Lelet & Archie Quevada            
 8:00 a.m.    Robert Je#erson
  Tuesday, December 23
   7:00 a.m.     Leticia Syquia
  8:00 a.m.     Jim Newport               
Wednesday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)
   4:00 p.m. (Church) (English | ASL) NPF
  4:00 p.m. (SH) (English)       NPF  
  6:00 p.m. (Templo) (Español)    NPF  
  6:00 p.m. (SH) (English)       NPF  
  12:00 a.m. (Church) (Bilingual) NPF      
!ursday, December 25 (Cristmas Day)
 8:30 a.m.    Nativity Parish Family
  10:30 a.m.    Nativity Parish Family
  12:30 p.m.  (Español) Nativity Parish Family                                                  
Friday, December 26
 8:00 a.m.    Carl Redderson   
   7:00 p.m. (Español) Manuel Limon    
Saturday, December 27
  8:30 a.m. (Church)  Mathew, Arun, 
                                   Elizabeth
  4:00 p.m. (Church)  Mary & Peter O’Neil     
  4:00 p.m. (Español)  Nativity Parish Family
Sunday, December 28
   7:00 a.m. (Church) Nativity Parish Family                     
  8:30 a.m. (Church) Evelyn Hamilton   
   10:30 a.m. (Church) Nativity Men’s Emmaus                            
  12:30 p.m. (Español | Templo) 
         Fernando Rodriguez-Lamberty        
    5:00 p.m. (Church) Jeffrey Charles Miltner   

* NPF - Nativity Parish Family   

Into your hands O Lord, we 
commend the souls of our 

recently departed. May their 
souls and the souls of the 

faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Into Your hands

Pray for the sick, suffering, and shut-ins 
to welcome the strength of God’s love, especially:

Victoria Cruz, Susan Addisson, Monica Colon, 
Stephen Smaldone, Baby Joe Mestas, Liz Palmisano, Sam Kroll, 

Barbara Kroll, Georgette Nelson, Baby Joe Mestas, 
Alexander Brooks Petrilli, Joan Bartlett,

Padre Gustavo Alejandro Cunill, Penka Gilart Marinova, 
Mara Luisa Rodriguez Sanchez del Rio, Michael Bateman, 

Florence Purse, Rafael Paneque Alvarez, 
Miriam de La Caridad Verdicia-Blanco, Leslie Lynn Irvin, 
Blanca Alionuska Barrios-Peregrin, Juan !omas Sanchez, 

Linda Kalen, Angel Luis Domecq Moreno, Gordy Vrooman, 
Ed Epps, Debbie Console, Mary Restivo, 

Maribelis Lopez de Peralta, Armando de Armas,
Tania Domecq Galano, Vanessa Hansen, 

Angel Luis Domecq Gilart, Mel Obasi, Joanna Barbolla, 
Lauren, Perfecto Arrocho, Andre Jr., Dajane Russell, 

Mary Keenan, Jack Clifton Elliott, Wanda Perez, 
Owen Bennett, Paula Fernandez de Garza, Danny Sodre, 

T.J. Parker, Michael Barrett, Irma Barrett, Angela Hall

A Mass may be o!ered for any person, living or 
deceased. A Mass Intention is requested usually for a 
speci"c date and time. Announcement of the intention 
may be made verbally, published in the bulletin, or 
posted on a notice board. Every Sunday (or Saturday 
Vigil) one Mass Intention must be celebrated pro 
populo (for the people.) Please contact the Church 
O#ce at (813) 681-4608 for more information on 
scheduling a Mass Intention at Nativity.

!is bulletin was printed in advance. 
Updates to the Prayer List will be included 

in the next available bulletin.



4NATIVITY CATHOLIC CHURCH NATIVITYCATHOLICCHURCH.ORG

Calendar | Stewardship

Sunday - 12/21/2025

Nativity Blood Drive 8:00AM-1:00PM Parking Lot

Hispanic Legion of Mary meetings 10:00AM-11:30AM Oakwood Room

African Mass 2:00PM-3:00PM Church

African Mass reception 3:00PM-5:00PM Social Hall

Chorale Christmas/Advent Cantata 3:00PM-4:00PM Chapel

Life Teen 6:00PM-9:00PM Youth Center

Monday - 12/22/2025

St Vincent de Paul 9:30AM-3:30PM Pastoral Care Building

Tuesday - 12/23/2025

Legion of Mary English 9:00AM-11:00AM Pastoral Care Building

Millions of Monica's Prayer Group 10:00AM-11:00AM Chapel

Catholic Men's Fellowship of Nativity 7:00PM-9:00PM Oakwood Room

Wednesday - 12/24/2025 (Christmas Eve)

Christmas Carols and Instrumental Music 11:00PM-12:00PM Church

!ursday - 12/25/2025 (Christmas Day)

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

Friday - 12/26/2025

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

Come as You Are Al-Anon Family Group 10:30AM-11:30AM Adult Ed Building

Church O"ce Hours 
December 22–24: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. each day

December 25 & 26: O%ce will be closed 

A new 6-week session 
of the Bereavement 

Support Group 
Will begin on 

Friday, January 9th, At 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. 
201 South Oakwood (across from the Church)

!e group is led by JoAnn Bu%ngton, LMHC, LLC
And Howard Baum, LMHC

For more information or to register 
Contact the Pastoral Care O"ce at 813-413-8351 
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In today’s Gospel we hear of the 
coming of Emmanuel, which means 
“God is with us.” We celebrate three 
Advents: the birth of Christ, his 
Second Coming, and his presence in 
the world today. Our daily lives are 
attended by God’s presence. Indeed, 
“God is with us.” !e Good News 
of Christ’s Incarnation is that we are 
the sign, the “sacrament,” of Christ’s 
presence in the world. People are 
supposed to see us, see how we love 
one another, see how we treat the 
stranger among us, see how we give 
comfort to the poor and a&icted, 
and share the Good News with joy. 
!ey see how good stewards are the 
light of Christ. And there can be no 
possible response except to say: “God 
is here!”

A  Stewardship Moment
By the International Catholic Stewardship Council

November Assistance Report
Jesus will be named Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” !e mystery of the birth of 
Jesus is supremely a mystery of love. In November we received 76 calls for assistance. 

!rough your gifts of love, SVdP responded to our neighbors by assisting 16 households with 
49 family members: 71% of your support provided utility assistance, 25% housing assistance 
and 4% provided other "nancial support services. Additionally, we provided referrals to other 

agencies speci"c to our neighbors’ needs. Our neighbors come to know “God is with us” as your gift placed in 
the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box is multiplied in the sharing to others. !ank you for loving our neighbors.. 
Contact us at 813-376-8901 for assistance information.

Second Sunday of Advent
Weekend of December 6/7, 2025

In today’s Gospel reading John the Baptist warns his 
listeners: “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!” 
The Church’s yearly Advent herald is a call to repentance. 
The season of Advent urges us to be open to a conversion 
of heart. Christian stewards heed this call daily, and take 
the need for conversion in their lives seriously. As a family 
of faith, do we hear this call to conversion amidst the 
massive holiday spending? The increase in credit card 
debt? The urge to buy things that are not necessary? The 
incivility on the roadways during the holidays? Are there 
patterns in our own lives that need to be converted?

Third Sunday of Advent
Weekend of December 13/14, 2025

From the loneliness of his prison cell John the Baptist asks 
of Jesus: “Are you the one who is to come, or should we 
look for another?” The weeks before Christmas offer much 
to be joyous about, celebrating with family and friends, 
the glitter of seasonal decorations, the excitement of gift 
giving and receiving. But in our midst there are the lonely 
and neglected, the poor, the hospitalized, the wayward, 
the shut-ins. There are those who feel that they have no 
hope. To whom should they look? Discipleship in the 
Lord includes being good stewards of others. Are there 
those in our family, our neighborhood, our community to 
whom we can reach out to show them a sign of Christ’s 
presence in their midst?

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Weekend of December 20/21, 2025

In today’s Gospel we hear of the coming of Emmanuel, 
which means “God is with us.” We celebrate three 
Advents: the birth of Christ, his Second Coming, and his 
presence in the world today. Our daily lives are attended 
by God’s presence. Indeed, “God is with us.” The Good 
News of Christ’s Incarnation is that we are the sign, the 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT

“sacrament,” of Christ’s presence in the world. People are 
supposed to see us, see how we love one another, see 
how we treat the stranger among us, see how we give 
comfort to the poor and afflicted, and share the Good 
News with joy. They see how good stewards are the light 
of Christ. And there can be no possible response except to 
say: “God is here!”

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
December 25, 2025

Amidst the beautiful Christmas readings at today’s Masses 
is a reading from a small New Testament letter from Saint 
Paul to his protégé, Titus, read at Midnight Mass. Saint 
Paul reminds Titus that God has given us a gift in the 
person of Jesus Christ. This gift represents God’s active 
presence in our lives and in our world. This gift redeems 
us from evil and death. This gift purifies us as God’s 
people. This is a gift that also comes with an expectation: 
that we receive it with thanksgiving, allow it to transform 
us into Christ’s image; and from it, learn how to live a life 
“eager to do what is good.” Take time the next few days 
to reflect on the marvelous gift we celebrate at Christmas, 
and how we might become better stewards of this gift. 

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Weekend of December 27/28, 2025

In today’s second reading we listen to one of the most 
compelling exhortations for Christian living: “Whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him” (Col 3:17). “Whatever you do” that means the 
whole of life is to be related to Christ Jesus. Everything 
in life, every activity, can become an act of glorifying 
the Lord. Good stewards commit even their daily routine 
to Christ: doing everything “in the name of the Lord.” 
Perhaps it would be a good idea this week to memorize 
this marvelous verse and repeat it to yourself frequently. 
Make it part of your morning prayer each day

ICSC@catholicstewardship.org
(800) 352-3452

International Catholic  
Stewardship Council www.catholicstewardship.com

Around the Parish
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Around the Parish

Stay connected

Facebook:  Facebook.com/NativityBrandon
Instagram:  Instagram.com/NativityBrandon

Youtube:  YouTube.com/NativityBrandon
e-newsletter: NativityCatholiChurch.org/Newsletter

Website:  NativityCatholicChurch.org

Get all the latest news, current events in and around 
the parish and stay informed on all that is happening 
here at Nativity.

FOLLOWTHE NEWS
“ “ 

DONATE
BLOOD

*One offer per donor, per donation. No cash value. Not-transferable. Gifts may vary. For more information 
please visit oneblood.org/details.

ID REQUIRED

Donors
Receive

– PLUS – 

– PLUS – 

Nativity Catholic Church
Sunday, December 21

All donors receive*:
- $20 eGift Card
- Oneblood Sweatshirt
- Wellness Checkup including blood
pressure, pulse, temperature, iron
count, and cholesterol screening.

eGiftCARD
$20

...and more!

Appointments are encouraged, please
visit oneblood.org/donate-now and
use sponsor code 17409

__________
Fact: Only 3% of those who are eligible
actually donate blood.

8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Sunday, December 21
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Appointments are encouraged, please visit 
oneblood.org/donate-now and use sponsor code 17409

ID REQUIRED
*One o!er per donor, per donation. No cash value. Not-transferable. Gifts may vary. For 

more information please visit oneblood.org/details.

Men of Nativity are invited to experience an Emmaus Retreat, a powerful opportunity to pause, re'ect, and deepen 
your relationship with Christ through prayer, fellowship, and spiritual renewal. !e retreat will be held January 
16–18, 2026, at the Franciscan Retreat Center, with transportation, lodging, meals, and all materials included. 
Registration will be available after all Masses from December 21 through January 11. For details, contact John 
Mazuchowski at jmazucho@gmail.com or 813-927-0983, or Jonathan Lodrigues at jrlodrigues@gmail.com or 
813-495-7272.
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Around the Parish

Save the Date 
January 24, 2026

$25 per ticket
Open to ages 5+

Tickets go on sale 
Sunday, December 7 , 2025.th

The Women’s Guild 
Presents:

Annual Tea Party
“Once Upon a Story”

Tickets for the Women’s Guild Annual Tea 
will be sold in the Social Hall 

on January 11 and 18 
from 7:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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Around the Parish


