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	June 2026
	St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
	From the Desk of the Rector
	By the time you read this, I will have begun my sabbatical. Many of you have questioned why I need a sabbatical, and one parishioner put it best in a recent card to me: “Taking Care of Yourself is Taking Care of the Church.” My Letter of Agreement/Contract guarantees a sabbatical after four years of service. Many people often forget that I arrived in Columbia alone, with only the things that I own, no family and no friends. Within five months, I officiated at five funerals, and then the pandemic was upon us. Leading the Church through the pandemic, over seeing two capital campaigns, managing the day-to-day life of daily parish, and enduring the obstacles and trauma of the past few years was not easy. I basically went to the bishop and told him that “I want my life back.” That was the defining moment not only for me, but for him to take action to ensure that I would not leave St. Luke’s and for me to take care of myself.
	Being selfish is not always a bad thing. Pouring one hundred percent of yourself into a job is not an easy task; especially when you are a solo priest in a parish. Although the bishop assured me that everything would not fall on me if something bad happened to or at the Church, as a priest and a black male, I know better. Churches are not known by their names or the work they do. The first question is “Isn’t that Fr./Rev/ __________ Church?”
	Being paired with Fr. Lyon after the traumatic year of 2024/2025 was a life saver and a life giver. I have seen up close what it is like to be priest in the midst to a storm, to walk into your purpose, and to experience the love and acceptance from others that you need from your own. Fr. Lyon and Good Shepherd saved me in many ways. Sometimes it takes what appears to be something bad to happen or a storm to brew beforee the clouds clear and the sun is shining before you. At our Vestry retreat in 2025, the Rev. Walter Brownridge got the ball rolling by assuring me of my leadership skills. A leader has to be prepared for the good and the bad.
	St Luke’s Vestry Reset to the New Normal: The Work Continues
	Class of 2026 Yvonne Hall Beverly Turner, Jr. Warden Joni James Errol Porter, Sr. Warden
	Class of 2027 Angela Blalock Robert Green Joseph Ray Rudolph Wise
	Class of 2028 Edwina Fields Cynthia Goines Herman Hickman Cynthia Parker Reed
	Clerk of the Vestry Patricia Ancrum
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	Father Raphiell+ is on Sabbatical June 1, 2026 through August 31, 2026.  Contact Errol Porter, Senior Warden (803) 888-0854
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