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Interested in publishing information in the newsletter? Submit all articles and photos (jpeg or other photo format) to
shaunahicks24@gmail.com by the 20  of the month for the following month’s publication. th

Father Raphiell+ is on Sabbatical June 1, 2026 through August 31, 2026. 
Contact Errol Porter, Senior Warden (803) 888-0854

In the news...

The Order of the Daughters of the King 
Mildred S. Murray Chapter - 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

On Sunday, July 5, 2026, the Mildred S. Murray Chapter of The
Order of the Daughters of the King celebrated 31 years of
commitment to its vow of prayer, service, and evangelism.
Founded on July 2, 1995, the chapter was led by Mrs. Mildred S.
Murray as president while The Rev. Calvin Griffin served as priest
of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. During Holy Eucharist, 

The Rev. William Brock (Supply Priest) announced the 31
anniversary and recognized the Daughters in attendance. He also
noted the value of the Daughters’ service during his active
priesthood. The chapter hosted the Parish Fellowship in Griffin
Hall and served cake and punch. 

st

Continued on page 2
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Recognizing Our Members

In 1999, Luther Battiste, III received the
Distinguished Alumni Award from the University of
South Carolina, where he received his undergraduate
degree in International Studies. Most recently, Emory
Law School awarded him with the Distinguished
Alumni Award for 2026. This is the law school’s
highest award. Luther stated that he went to law
school because of the example that Judge Matthew
Perry set for him. His goal has always been to make a
difference in the community that he serves. He
hopes that his blessings will be an inspiration to the
next generation of aspiring lawyers. 

 Pictured: Distinguished Alumni Award - Luther Battiste, III;
Trailblazer Award - Sherry Boston; Alumni Service Award -
Gregory Hanthorn; Young Alumni Award - Sara Hamilton

Congratulations! Luther Battiste, III receives Distinguished Alumni Award

Daughters of the King continued
DAUGHTERS pictured from left to right…
Frankie Point, Cynthia Goines, Dr. Eddie
Glenn- Bryant, Corliss Wise, Beverly Ray,
Chris Evans, Valerie Riley, Julia Meadows,
Audrey Smith, Gloria Eaddy, Lorreta
Johnson, Gwendolyn Meadows, and Veda
Johnson, Stephanie Baldwin, Karen
Castelli, Pat Cokley.

Pictured left to right - Ms. T., Reverend Leroy and
Daughters Mrs. Helen Cannon, Dr. Eddie Glenn-
Bryant, Chapter President, Corliss Wise

DOK Spring Service Project: On Thursday, June
25, 2026, the Mildred S. Murray Chapter delivered
donated items to Samaritan House to help
enhance the residents’ quality of life and living
spaces. The donations included washable
bathmats, bath towels, washcloths, hand towels,
dish towels, dishcloths, and window panels. Upon
arrival, the chapter was warmly greeted by two
residents and given an extensive tour of the home.
The visit was warm, calm, and spirit filled. Before
the donations were taken inside, Rev. Leroy
Cannon blessed the items with a heartfelt prayer,
and the visit concluded with a closing prayer. It
was a glorious opportunity to share the word and
love of God while helping to spread Christ’s
kingdom.
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Mrs. Beverly Turner, Omega Gamma Omega Chapter in
Blythewood and Mrs. Cynthia Parker Reed, Upsilon Omega
Omega Chapter, Irmo traveled to Las Vegas for the 72
National Conference of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.  The
theme of the Conference was “Soaring Together:
Celebrating our IMPACT on Service and Sisterhood. 

More than 27,000 ladies from the Sorority came together to
celebrate our accomplishments over the past two years and
plan our programs for the upcoming two years.

St. Luke’s members attend Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated, 72  National Conferencend

St Luke’s Junior Warden Recipient of Ann G. 
Owens Award
Beverly Turner, St. Luke’s, Junior Warden, received Ann G. 
Owens Management Support Award for Outstanding 
Contributions in the Area of Community Health 2026. 
Beverly Turner received this award on Friday, June 19, 2026 
at the 2026 South Carolina Public Health Association’s 
(SCPHA) Annual Business meeting.

Beverly is a Life member of SCPHA . She served as Governing Council Member- at- Large
and member on different committees such as Awards, Constitution and Bylaws. She
continues, after retirement to help as needed by this organization. Mrs. Turner was also a
member of the former Southern Health Association where she served as a Governing
Council Members -at- Large, and also on various committees.

Mrs. Turner is involved with various community activities. At St. Luke’s Episcopal Church,
where she has been a member for over fifty years, she serves as a Lay Eucharistic Visitor,
lector, and past Endowment Fund Chairperson. 

Her community membership also includes Central Midlands Caucus of Silver Hair
Legislature (a former officer), Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Omega Gamma Omega
Chapter (charter member) and current Chaplain. She is a member of the Columbia Branch
of the University Women (NAUW),

She has been married to Ronald Turner for 56 years. They have three adult sons (Raynald,
Terrence, and Michael) and three granddaughters (Raven, Kayla and Kaari ) and a grandson
William Paul).



Happy Birthday wishes to
1 -  J’Cory Hickman                    
3 -  Nadia Muhammad                       
7 - Anthony Kelly       
8 - Valerie Riley
       Eunice Robinson                   
10 - Venesia Johnson
14 - Xavier Smith
       Angela Blalock
15 - Henrietta Bynum
16 - Corinne Whittington-Kimpson
       Oliver Smith     
19 - Mervel Pressley
22 - Brian Baldwin
23 - Gloria Jordan
24 - Desmond Goines
30 - Gwendolyn Bynoe
        Gwendolyn Spann
31 - Jean Indriago

Happy Birthday belated wishes to
July 26 - Joseph Ray

3 - Jason & Victoria Julian
9 - Levi & Loretta Johnson, Jr
10 - Luther & Judy Battiste

Page 4Recognizing our members



August 2 - 10:00 am - Nave - The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost - The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
Supply Priest: Fr. William Marshall (Scotty) Brock
Old Testament Lesson: DeNell Hickman
Epistle: Loretta Johnson
Prayers of the People Form IV: Gloria Eaddy
Chalice: Corliss Wise
Oblation Bearers: Karen Castelli, Rachel Hall
Ushers: Judy Battiste,  Karen Castelli, Ronald Turner
Acolytes: Jaylen Caldwell, Herman Hickman, Cory James, Kennedy Johnson, Levi Johnson, III
Supply Organist: Ezra Blackwell

August 9 - 10:00 am - Nave  - The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost - The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
Supply Priest: The Rev. Doug Puckett
Old Testament Lesson: Patricia Ancrum
Epistle: Corliss Wise
Prayers of the People Form IV: Karen Castelli
Chalice: Stephanie Baldwin
Oblation Bearers: Audrey Smith, Cynthia Goines
Ushers: Rachel Hall, Gloria Eaddy, Rudolph Wise
Acolytes: Jaylen Caldwell, Herman HIckman
Supply Organist:  Susan Moffitt

August Liturgical Calendar & Servants for the Lord 
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August 16 - 10:00 am - Nave - The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 15) - Holy Eucharist: Rite II  
Supply Priest: The Rev. Doug Puckett
Old Testament Lesson: Sheryl Belcher
Epistle: Errol Porter
Prayers of the People: Patwin Lawrence
Chalice: Sheryl Belcher
Oblation Bearers: Loretta Johnson, Venesia Johnson
Ushers: Loretta Johnson, Stephanie Baldwin, Joseph Evans
Acolytes: Jaylen Caldwell, DeNell Hickman, Herman Hickman, Kennedy Johnson, Levi Johnson, III
Supply Organist:  Susan Moffitt

August 23 - 10:00 am - Nave -  The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  - The Holy Eucharist Rite II  
Supply Priest: The Rev. Doug Puckett
Old Testament Lesson: Beverly Ray
Epistle: DeNell Hickman
Prayers of the People: Sheryl Belcherr
Chalice: DeNell Hickman
Oblation Bearers: Angela Franks, Marie Martin
Ushers: Beverly Ray, Joseph Ray, Venesia Johnson
Acolytes: Jaylen Caldwell, DeNell Hickman, Herman Hickman
Supply Organist:  Susan Moffitt

Father Raphiell+ is on Sabbatical June 1, 2026 through August 31, 2026.

August 30 - 10:00 am - Nave -  The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost - The Holy Eucharist Rite II  
Supply Priest: The Rev. Doug Puckett
Youth Sunday
Old Testament Lesson: Jaylen Caldwell
Epistle: Kennedy Johnson
Prayers of the People: Isabella Bracy
Chalice: Cynallyhia Indriago
Oblation Bearers: Jean Indriago, Cynthia Parker Reed
Ushers: Daryl Hammonds, Chris Evans, Maxima Holmes
Acolytes: Jaylen Caldwell, DeNell Hickman, Herman Hickman, Cory James, Kennedy Johnson, Levi Johnson, III
Supply Organist:  Susan Moffitt
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Monday
10th - Historic Waverly Association Meeting - 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm - Bishop’s Memorial AME Church

Tuesday
11th - Archives Committee - 10:30 am - 1:00 pm - Archives Room 
18th - Finance Committee - 4:00 pm - 5:15 pm - Griffin Hall
         - Vestry Meeting - 6:00 pm - 7:15 pm - Griffin Hall
25th - Buildings & Grounds - 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm - Griffin Hall

Wednesday  
19th - Quilters & Crafters - 10:30 am - 1:00 pm - Griffin Hall
26th - Quilters & Crafters - 10:30 am - 1:00 pm - Griffin Hall

Thursday 
6th, 13th, 20th, 27th - Fresh Start Ministry - 9:00 am - 12:00 noon - Griffin Hall
27th - Workshop: Ask Me About U=U - Registration 9:30 am - 10:10 am; Workshop 10:00 am - 3:30
pm  - South Carolina Health Campus - 400 Otarre Parkway, Cayce SC 29033
6th - Midlands SHAPE First Thursday Advocacy Lunch & Learn - 11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Friday  
7th, 14th, 21st, 28th -  Parish Office Closed

Saturday    
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th - Parish Office Closed
8th - 2  Saturday Feeding - 12:00 noon - 1:00 pm - Griffin Hall Entrance Doorwaynd

15th - Daughters of the King (DOK), Chapter Presidents Meeting - 9:00 am - 2:00 pm - 
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II - Nave - 9:00 am - 9:45  am followed by meeting & lunch - The Rev.
Kimberly Dunn, Celebrant - Griffin Hall
22nd - 4  Saturday Feeding - 12:00 noon - 1:00 pm - Griffin Hall Entrance Doorwayth

29th - Parish PIcnic - 10:00 am - 3:00 pm - Sesquicentennial Park - 9564 Two Notch Road, Columbia
 

Sunday  
See Liturgical Calendar
2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th - Choir Rehearsal - 8:30 am - 9:15 am - Hurley Choir Room
2nd - Parish Fellowship, Ezra’s last Sunday as Parish Supply Organist - 11:45 am - Parish Hall
23rd - Daughters of the King Meeting
30th - Ushers Meeting - St. David’s Guild - 11:45 am - Nave
   

Just a reminder to keep up your financial obligations (pledges, etc.) to the church up-
to-date ove the summer months, Thank you, 
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 1300 Pine Street/Columbia,
South Carolina 29204 (803) 254-2327

 

The Reverend C. Raphiell Ashford, Rector

Sheryl D. Belcher, Parish Secretary
~

Karen Castelli, Website Administrator
Shauna Hicks, Newsletter Editor

Valerie Riley, Executive Director—Fresh Start Ministry
~

Patricia Cokley, Parish Treasurer 
Darnell Holmes, William Smith, Jr., Asst. Parish

Treasurers
Sheryl D. Belcher, Assoc. Parish Treasurer

stlukescolumbia@gmail.com (Email) http://www.stlukescolasc.org (Website) 
www.facebook.com/stlukescolumbia YouTube: @Fr.Raphiell6290

 
“The Episcopal Church is a secret too well kept. Many are starved for what we experience daily

and too easily take for granted. Invite others to come to your parish to experience this joy.” 
Louie Crew, author of 101 Reasons to be Episcopalian
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