
Dear Parishioners and Friends,

It felt so good to say that phrase three times on Easter Day!  It was a day that we all
had been anticipating since Ash Wednesday. In order to get to Easter Day, we had to
do “our work.ٺ The Lenten season gave us ample amount of time to do some inner
reflection, inwardly digesting what the Holy Spirit is trying to perfect within us, and to
search our hearts for ways in which we can be more like Christ. 

Easter Day was among other things: glorious, exciting, uplifting, and refreshing. We
had 127 persons present to help celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. It was most exciting and promising to see the number of youth in the Church
and participating in the service. They are the future of St. Lukeټs. In order for them to
be the future, they must be present to learn the service and various roles and duties so
that when it is their turn, they will be able to step right in and keep the momentum
alive. 

I did something that I have asked most of you to do that contributed to the 127 people
present as well as the number of lilies purchased. I invited people, made calls, and sent
emails to family members and present and former parishioners. Many of you did the
same because you introduced me to your guests. We must continue to invite, reclaim,
and welcome those who are curious; those that want to return home, and those who
visit. We are only given one time to make a good impression. 

Sunday felt like a big family reunion in so many ways. It is my desire that we can keep
that same feeling throughout the year, and not just on celebratory days. Jesus arose to
show us that there is life after tragedy, life after death, and life in the world to come. 

As we enter the Season of Easter and in the months to come, we have a lot of “in
houseٺ work to do. Our Senior Warden and Treasurer, Shauna Hicks, will host a forum
on this coming Sunday to give you the latest State of the Parish Financial Address. It is
important that we know where we are and where we need to be by the end of 2024. 

There will be more programming coming our way in the months to come. One such
example is that St. Lukeټs has been chosen to serve as the host Church for the
Columbia Operatic Laboratory for the 2024 performance year. Basically, they will need
a place to rehearse twice a month during the summer months and will perform their
winter concert at the parish. This is just one of many new and refreshing things
coming our way. 

Thank you for your continued support with the Choral Fund and the contributions to
the Blakely-Robinson Choral Fund, which also funds our extra choral singers and
instrumentalists. If some of the young men in the Easter Brass Ensemble looked
familiar, it is because two of them were with us on Shrove Tuesday. Their teacher
worshipped with us on Sunday, much to the surprise of his students. We have an
untapped resource in our colleges. 

So, as I come to the close of this correspondence, I will leave you with these three
words, Invite! Invite! Invite!

In Peace,

Fr. Raphiellڷ
April 1, 2024
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Special Thankɀ 
CapɎain DeneɎɎa Daɯɀonً niece of  Ronald and Beɮeȸlɵ
Tɖȸneȸً eɴɎendɀ a ɀpecial Ɏhank ɵoɖ Ɏo Fȸِ Raphiell and
Ɏhe SɎِ Lɖkeټɀ Epiɀcopal Chɖȸch familɵ foȸ
congȸaɎɖlaɎing heȸ on heȸ ȸecenɎ pȸomoɎion Ɏo
capɎainِ Aɀ a childً DaneɎɎa and heȸ familɵ aɎɎended SɎِ
Lɖkeټɀ ɯhen heȸ faɎheȸ ɯaɀ ɀɎaɎioned aɎ FɎِ Jackɀonِ 
DaneɎɎa aɀkɀ ɎhaɎ ɯe conɎinɖe Ɏo pȸaɵ foȸ heȸ and heȸ
aɀpiȸaɎion Ɏo inɀpiȸe Ɏhe neɴɎ geneȸaɎion Ɏo ٹdȸeam big
and pȸepaȸe Ɏhemɀelɮeɀ foȸ gȸeaɎ Ɏhingɀ in Ɏhe fɖɎɖȸeِٺ 

Kennedɵ ɀhineɀ on Ɏhe dance ɀɎageٍ 

SɎِ Lɖkeټɀ in Ɏhe Neɯɀٍ

Beɮeȸlɵ Tɖȸneȸ ɯinɀ Ɏhe OɖɎɀɎanding Pɖblic HealɎh
ReɎiȸee aɯaȸd aɎ SC Pɖblic HealɎh AɀɀociaɎion MeeɎing 

Eɴcellence in pɖblic ɀeȸɮice ȸecogniɿed

Fȸeɀh SɎaȸɎ and Alpha Pɀi Lambdaً ChapɎeȸ
of Alpha Phi Alpha FȸaɎeȸniɎɵ Ɏeam ɖp foȸ
commɖniɎɵ ɀeȸɮice eɮenɎ on Apȸil א׏

Freɀh SɎarɎ



Sunday
th - Choir Rehearsal - 8:00 am - 9:15 am - Chancel and Choir Roomו
        - Sunday School - Youth - 9:00 am - 9:45 am - Youth Room
        - The Second Sunday of Easter, The Holy Eucharist: Rite II - Thomas Sunday - 10:00 am
        - Parish Financial Wellness Forum - 11:45 - Griffin Hall
14th - Choir Rehearsal - 8:00 am - 9:15  am - Chancel and Choir Room
        - Sunday School - Youth - 9:00 am - 9:45 am - Youth Room
        - The Third Sunday of Easter, The Holy Eucharist: Rite II - 10:00 am
21st- Choir Rehearsal - 8:00 am - 9:15 am - Chancel ۭ Choir Room
        - Sunday School - Youth - 9:00 am - 9:45 am - Youth Room
        -  The Fourth Sunday of Easter, The Holy Eucharist: Rite II - Good Shepherd Sunday - 10:00 am  
        - Menټs Club Meeting - 12:00 noon - Youth Room  
th - Choir Rehearsal - 8:00 am - 9:15 am - Chancel ۭ Choir Roomז2 
         - Sunday School - Youth - 9:00 am - 9:45 am - Youth Room
         - The Fifth Sunday of Easter, The Holy Eucharist: Rite II - 10:00 am 

Monday
1st - Parish Office Closed
s Officeټth - Rector ۭ.Wardens Meeting - 4:30 pm - Rectorז
        - Waverly Neighborhood Association Meeting - 6:00 pm - First Calvary Baptist Church, Pine Street

Tuesday
2nd -  Parish Office Closed
th - Archives Committee - 10:30 am - Archives Roomח
        - Endowment Committee Meeting - 12:15 pm - Griffin Hall
         - Finance Committee - 4:45 pm - Griffin Hall
th - Vestry Meeting 6:00 pm - Griffin Hallה1
30th ٮ Building ۭ Grounds Committee Meeting - 5:00 pm - The OټNeal Center

Thursday
4th - Fresh Start - 9:00 am - 12:00 noon -  The OټNeal Center
        - AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF) - 11:00 am - 2:00 pm - Griffin Hall
11th - Fresh Start - 9:00 am - 12:00 noon - The OټNeal Center
         - ECW Meeting - 5:00 pm - Griffin Hall
Neal Centerټth - Fresh Start - 9:00 am - 12:00 noon - The Oז1
25th - Fresh Start - 9:00 am - 12:00 noon - the OټNeal Center

Friday
12th - Daughters of the King Womenټs Retreat - Charleston, SC
         - Columbia Operatic Laboratory Auditions - 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm - Nave/Griffin Hall

Saturday 
 -thה
13th - Columbia Service Project - A collaboration between Fresh Start ۭ Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc, Alpha 
            Psi Lambda Chapter - 10:30 am - 12:30 pm - The ONeal Center                     
         - Second Saturday Feeding - 12:00 noon - 1:00 pm - Meals distributed from Griffin Hall   
20th - Acolyte Rehearsal - 10:30 am - 11:30 am - Nave ۭ Chancel
          - Youth Commission Meeting - 1:00 pm - Nave
          - Private Rental - 12:00 pm - 7:00 pm - Griffin Hall 
th - Fourth Saturday Feeding - 12:00 noonו2
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April 2024 Parish and Liturgical Calendar

Wednesday
3rd - Morning Prayer with Holy Eucharist: Rite II - 10:15 am, Nave - Adult Formation The Book of Ezra -  11:00 am -         
          Griffin Hall
        - Treasurerټs Special Call meeting (Treasurer, Past Treasurer, Fresh Start) - 2:30 pm - Treasurerټs Office 
        - Fresh Start Board Meeting - 6:00 pm
th - Quilters and Crafters - 10:30 am - Griffin Hallו1
         - Altar Guild Meeting - 5:00 pm - Griffin Hall



April Servants for the Lord

April ג׏ 
The Third Sɖndaɵ of Easter

Old Testament Lessonي Bȸian Baldɯin
Epistleي MilɎȒn Paȸkeȸ
Praɵers of the Peopleي JaټVell BɵnȒe
Chaliceي Sheȸɵl Belcheȸ
Ushersي GlȒȸia Eaddɵً LȒȸeɎɎa JȒhnɀȒnً DȒȸȒɎhɵ
Walkeȸً Shaɖna Hickɀ
Oblation Bearersي Caɀɀandȸa Simɀً GlȒȸia Eaddɵ
Acolɵtesي  Iɀabella Bȸacɵً Valaȸian CȒɖchً Jȸً
DeNell Hickmanً Aaliɵah ۭ LandȒn MȒȒȸeً
Jaɵlen Caldɯell
Vestrɵ Person of the Daɵ ٮ Shaɖna Hickɀ

April זא
The Fifth Sɖndaɵ of Easter

Old Testament Lessonي Leɮi JȒhnɀȒnً Jȸِ
Epistleي Sheȸɵl Belcheȸ
Praɵers of the Peopleي CȒȸliɀɀ Wiɀe
Chaliceي DeNell Hickman
Ushersي JȒɀeȵh ۭ Beɮeȸlɵ Raɵً Daȸɵl HammȒndɀً
Aleɴiɀ JacȒbɀ
Oblation Bearersي Deadȸa ۭ SɎeɮen BȒɯden
Acolɵtesي Iɀabella Bȸacɵً Valaȸian CȒɖchً Jȸًِ CȒȸɵ
Jameɀً Kennedɵ ۭ Leɮi JȒhnɀȒnً Jȸًِ Aaliɵah   ۭ
LandȒn MȒȒȸeً Jaɵlen Caldɯell
Vestrɵ Person of the Daɵي JȒni Jameɀ

April ו
The Second Sundaɵ of Easter

Old Testament Lessonي LȒȸin Palmeȸ
Epistleي JȒhn BȒɯden
Praɵers of the Peopleي JȒni Jameɀ
Chaliceي CȒȸliɀɀ Wiɀe
Ushersي RȒnald Tɖȸneȸً Jameɀ Kelleɵً PaɎ CȒkleɵً
Rachel Hall
Oblation Bearersي PaɎȸicia Ancȸɖmً  EȸȸȒl PȒȸɎeȸ
Acolɵtesي CȒȸɵ Jameɀً Kennedɵ ۭ Leɮi JȒhnɀȒnً
Jȸًِ Aaliɵah ۭ LandȒn MȒȒȸeً Jaɵlen Caldɯell
Vestrɵ Person of the Daɵي  Rachel Hall

Page  ד 

April ׏א
The Fourth Sundaɵ of Easter

Old Testament Lessonي Aɖdȸeɵ Eɮanɀ
Epistleي EȸȸȒl PȒȸɎeȸ
Praɵers of the Peopleي CɵnɎhia Paȸkeȸ Reed
Chaliceي Cɵnallɵhia IndȸiagȒ
Ushersي RɖdȒlȵh Wiɀeً Jɖdɵ BaɎɎiɀɎeً                 
Daȸnell HȒlmeɀ
Oblation Bearersي Beɮeȸlɵ ِۭ JȒɀeȵh Raɵ
Acolɵtesي  Iɀabella Bȸacɵً DeNell Hickman Aaliɵah
ۭ LandȒn MȒȒȸeً Jaɵlen Caldɯell
Vestrɵ Person of the Daɵي EȸȸȒl PȒȸɎeȸ


