(Insert Date Here)
 The Honorable (Insert your districts senator/delegates name here)

Names/contact/email information for delegates can be found here: https://www.wvlegislature.gov/house/roster.cfm

Name/contact/email information for senators can be found here:
https://www.wvlegislature.gov/Senate1/roster.cfm

Office Address  
West Virginia House of Representatives/West Virginia State Senate 
City, State, Zip  

RE: SUPPORT OF HB 5071: ORAL HEALTH AND CANCER RIGHTS ACT (place this heading in subject line of your email)

Dear Delegate/Senator ______________: 
As an (Select One of the following: and insert here: advocate, dental hygienist, cancer survivor, public health specialist, concerned citizen, etc...), I urge you to support HB 5071: The Oral Health and Cancer Rights Act. This Act would require coverage for medical procedures that are needed either to obtain cancer treatment or to restore whole or partial function associated with eating, breathing, voice, speech, and swallowing when those concerns are related to a cancer diagnosis. This Act is based on the Federal Women’s Health Rights Act of 1998, which set the precedent by providing medical coverage for breast reconstruction when it was related to breast cancer treatment.  
Insurance is the only way most people in West Virginia can pay for their care, but oral health services are rarely covered under traditional medical plans, meaning that West Virginia citizens with cancer cannot afford the full services and support they need for recovery. The ability for patients to access this type of care as part of their cancer care or survivorship plan can:  
· Improve cancer survival rates.
· Reduce post-treatment disability caused by cancer or cancer treatment side-effects.
· Improve cancer survivors' lifetime earnings by increasing their ability to afford treatments that allow them to return to work without diminished productivity.
· Reduce debilitating out of pocket expenses related to cancer treatment for cancer survivors, their families, and the everyday taxpayer.
· Reduce private payer and state-funded insurance costs for health care services associated with cancer treatment complications and the long-term costs of chronic disease management.

According to the National Cancer Institute, West Virginia is ranked first in the nation for new cases of oral cavity and pharynx cancers, second for lung and bronchus cancers, third for laryngeal cancers, and fifth for esophageal cancers. As these numbers increase, so do the costs of delaying access to oral health services. The Oral Health and Cancer Rights Act is an investment in the health and economic future of our state. Please make Cancer-Related oral health care a priority by voting “YES” to HB 5071: The Oral Health and Cancer Rights Act. For more information, please refer to the White Paper by Mountains of Hope, the WV Cancer Coalition. Thank you for your support.

Sincerely, 
Your Name  
Your Title  
Your Address  
Your City, State, Zip  
Your Phone Number
