
How does your "yes" to God make a difference in your life?

Many of us were baptized when we were young. Back then, the priest asked our parents and godparents to
answer questions about the Church’s faith on our behalf. Now, as baptized Catholics, we renew these
promises every year at Easter. This is called the Renewal of Baptismal Promises. During this time, we are
asked these questions again, and we answer clearly, "Yes, I do!"

Do you reject sin so as to live in the freedom of God's children?
Do you reject the glamour of evil and refuse to be mastered by sin?
Do you reject Satan, Father of sin, and the prince of darkness?
Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth?
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, was
crucified, died, and was buried, rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father?
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting?

Saying YES to God shapes how we live our faith. When we truly mean our baptismal promises, God’s
grace helps us do good in the world. Still, we have to admit that our "yes" is sometimes weak or uncertain,
and our actions don’t always align with what we say we believe.

The Gospel story of the two sons invites us to reflect on our choices, especially how we live our faith. One
son initially said no to his father but later changed his mind and did what was asked. The other son said yes
but did not follow through. This parable shows that God welcomes those who admit their mistakes and are
willing to change (cf. 21:28-32). Although Jesus told this story to the chief priests and elders, it also speaks
to us. Like them, we might feel challenged by Jesus’ warning that people often seen as outcasts, such as tax
collectors and prostitutes, could enter the Kingdom of God before us if we take our faith for granted. It
echoes the prophet Ezekiel's warning about the consequences of our choices (cf. Ez. 18:26-28).

We all need to keep asking whether our lives show our “yes” to God. Our "yes" only matters if our actions
match our words. Jesus said in the Gospel of Matthew, “Not everyone who calls Him Lord will enter the
Kingdom of God; only those who do His Father's will” (Matt. 7:21). We find true freedom and joy by
choosing what is good, true, and beautiful, following Jesus’ example. St. Paul urges us to be humble and
obedient like Jesus and reminds us that real freedom comes from accepting and following the Truth. He
says, "Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard others as more important
than yourselves, each looking out not for his own interests, but also those of others" (Phil. 2:3-4). 

Our patron,  St. Therese,  lived out St. Paul's advice by  loving Jesus deeply.  She was happy to be known as 
                      St. Therese of the Child Jesus. Can we find the same joy by being called "the Child Jesus" too? 
                      Let’s pray and try each day to live as a CHILD:
                           - Choosing a life of charity in gratitude for the blessings received;
                           - Humbly recognizing God's forgiveness and reaching out to forgive others;
                           - Inspiring others to love and serve God;
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At this point, Christ has entered our bodies, and heaven has touched our souls. We have received the Sacrifice in a
personal way. Words are no longer enough. Before Communion, we pray, speak, sing, and respond. After
Communion, the Church steps back because God is now closer to us than our own breath. This is a time for
presence, not for many words. It is like two people who love each other sitting quietly together, or a child resting
in a parent’s arms. Our souls now rest in Christ. In this silence, grace settles into the soul, healing happens,
strength is given in ways we cannot see, and Christ is with us from within. This is not just a symbol. We have
truly received the Living God. The Church knows this moment is too sacred to interrupt.

Silence can feel uncomfortable. Some people fill this time with thoughts, movements, or distractions. But the
Church invites us to something deeper: to stay, listen, and reflect. This silence is our own holy ground. The altar
is holy, but after Communion we become the altar because Christ dwells in us. This silence is not meant for
boredom but for closeness with God. It is a time when Heaven whispers rather than speaking out loud. 

So take your time and do not rush through the silence after Communion. In this stillness, God is completing His
work in our souls. Silence is the only response fitting this mystery.                                                       (Fr. MAH)

     We worship what we believe; we live what we worship.

        SILENCE AFTER HOLY COMMUNION

                                             People  often  overlook or  misunderstand  the  silence after Communion in the 
                                         Holy Eucharist.  Many  rush  through  this  part of Mass.  Even as the choir sings,  
                                            some are already thinking about leaving or checking the time. Yet spiritually,
this is one of the most meaningful moments of the Mass. The silence is full of meaning. After Communion,
the Church becomes quiet on purpose. It is not because nothing is happening, but because everything
important has already happened.

A Journey of Joyful Witness to Doing all things with Love.

(Continuation from page 1)

      - Lovingly leading others to the Church where Christ is proclaimed; 
      - Devoting oneself to prayer for those who are ill or in need and for those who have lost their way.

Let us humbly beg God for the grace to strengthen our “yes, I do” each time we celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass. One of the greatest miracles in receiving the Holy Eucharist is the healing of the mind and body, if
God deems it worthy. What God perpetually offers and wills to give is the forgiveness of our sins. We are
restored as sons and daughters of God, empowered to choose and live as his beloved “CHILD.”

Fr. Manny Hewe, Pastor
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St. Therese of Lisieux’s Prayer for Priests

O Jesus, eternal Priest,
keep your priests within the shelter of Your Sacred Heart,

where none may touch them.
Keep unstained their anointed hands,
which daily touch Your Sacred Body.

Keep unsullied their lips,
daily purpled with your Precious Blood.
Keep pure and unearthly their hearts,

sealed with the sublime mark of the priesthood.
Let Your holy love surround them and shield them from the world’s contagion.

Bless their labors with abundant fruit and
may the souls to whom they minister be their joy and 

consolation here and in heaven their beautiful and
everlasting crown.

Happy Priesthood Sunday

Fr. John AkauFr. Manny Hewe
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S t .  The r e s a  Sch o o l
Volunteer Opportunities for Kupunas

We are looking for kupunas who would like to

volunteer in our parish.  We have an easy and light

task that you can help us with, some simple jobs to

assist with, and many more little tasks that we need

help with.

If you're interested in volunteering, please call

our parish office at (808) 521-1700 for more

information.

Monday - Friday 
from 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

(Closed during Lunch break from 12:00 - 1:00 pm)
     

Saturdays 
from 8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Sundays
from 7:30 am - 11:30 am

September 28, 2026
Monday of the Twenty-sixth Week in

Ordinary Time
Job 1:6-22; Luke 9:46-50

September 29, 2026
Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and

Raphael, Archangels
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 or Revelation 12:7-

12ab; John 1:47-51

September 30, 2026
Memorial of Saint Jerome, Priest and

Doctor of the Church
Job 9:1-12, 14-16; Luke 9:57-62

October 1, 2026
Memorial of Saint Thérèse of the Child
Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Job 19:21-27; Luke 10:1-12

October 2, 2026
Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels

Job 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5;
Matthew 18:1-5, 10

October 3, 2026
Saturday of the Twenty-sixth Week in

Ordinary Time
Job 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Luke 10:17-24

October 4, 2026
Twenty-seventh Sunday in

Ordinary Time
Isaiah 5:1-7; Philippians 4:6-9;

Matthew 21:33-43

Sunday Mass
6:30 am, 8:30 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm
     

Daily Mass
Mon – Thurs: 6:30 am
Fri – Sat: 8:00 am

MASS SCHEDULES

Holy Hour/Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament and Confession

Wednesdays
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena at 6:00 pm

Holy Hour/Benediction & Confessions at 6:15 pm
(First Wednesdays of the month with Bishop)

Vietnamese Mass (VHM)
      

Daily Mass:
Mon. Tues. & Thur. at 5:30 pm
      

Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm
Sundays at 3:30 pm

PASTORAL TEAM & PARISH STAFF

"How lovely is Your
dwelling place, O

Lord God of Hosts."
Psalm 84:1
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