
"And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the
netherworld shall not prevail against it" (Mt. 16:18).

Though Peter was not perfect and made mistakes, Jesus still chose him to lead the Church. This shows that
God is not looking for perfect people but for those willing to receive His grace; He accepts sinners who
have felt His love and have been forgiven. With God's help, Peter became a powerful leader. This gives us
hope that God offers a fresh start to anyone who has fallen, so they too may become witnesses of His love
and mercy.

We place our trust in the enduring strength of the Church founded by Jesus, who promised that evil would
never prevail against it. St. Peter, as the first Pope and Vicar of Christ, embodied this promise and
strength. Each Pope since has carried on this legacy, and Pope Leo XIV leads us today. He guides the One,
Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, reflecting the four marks Jesus established. The Church is united in
one Lord, one faith, and one baptism, mirroring the unity of the Triune God. Although its members are
fallible, the risen Lord guides the Church through the Holy Spirit, sustains His presence, and brings the
fullness of faith, built on the foundation of the Apostles. This is our Church, carrying forward Jesus’
mission and including all believers. Above all, it is a mystery rooted in love and devotion to Jesus, from
which all else in the Church should flow. St. Paul reflects on this mystery: "Oh, the depth of the riches and
wisdom and knowledge of God. How inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable his ways" (Rom.
11:33). The Church is more than an institution; it is founded on love for Jesus, a relationship that deepens
as we live and share our faith.

When Jesus established His Church, He called Peter and the Apostles to a personal commitment by asking,
"Who do you say I am?" (Mat. 16:15). Peter responded, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
(Mat. 16:16). This question remains central to our faith and invites each of us to consider our response.
Jesus is not simply another holy figure; He is the Christ, the Savior, and the Son of the living God. To truly
belong to the Church, we must offer ourselves to Jesus Christ with humility (cf. Mt. 16:15). Confessing
Jesus as Christ is not merely a verbal declaration but a way of life. It involves practicing honesty when it is
uncommon, demonstrating compassion when others do not, and upholding truth and caring for the poor,
following Jesus’ example.

Together with St. Peter, we are the building blocks of the Church. While Peter is the foundation, we are the
stones that form this spiritual home. Jesus, the head of the Church, desires to work through each of us, as
He did with Peter and the Apostles. We are called to reflect on how God acts through us to strengthen His
Church.  Even if  we feel insignificant,  Jesus  can accomplish great things through us.  Our calling is to find
                        our place in the Church and to use the gifts God has entrusted to us.  Being Catholic is more 
                        than a title;  it is an invitation to grow in faith, turn from sin, and help build up the Church.

                        The Greek philosopher Aristides,  who lived in ancient times,  gave an account of
                        the Christians to the Emperor Hadrian, stating that "they love one another and
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Remember that Holy Mass is about meeting God, showing respect, and being ready; it does not begin when you
enter the building, but when the Church holds it at the appointed time. You are expected to arrive before Mass
begins. Since the Church always announces the time, you should know when the service will begin. The schedule
is public and easy to access.

The period before Mass is a time of preparation; it gives you the opportunity to collect your thoughts, express
your intentions to God, and achieve a state of quiet. Silent prayer helps prepare you for this special meeting. You
will miss something valuable if you arrive after Mass has already started.

Mass is not simply another event or performance; it is a sacrifice, and as a baptized Catholic, you are expected to
take part in it. You should take part alongside the priest in the offering, not merely watch. If you are late, you will
find it more difficult to take full part. Jesus Christ is already present before Mass begins and does not arrive when
you do. Being late may indicate a lack of respect for His presence, since the encounter has already taken place. If
you arrive late, you will miss key parts of Mass, such as the sign of the Cross, the penitential rite, and the collect.
By missing these moments, you miss out on the Church's prayer. You are late because you have not fully joined
in, not because God is keeping you away. If you would not be late to meet an important person, then you should
not be late for God.

Try to arrive early, take a moment to sit in quiet, prepare your heart, and pray before Mass begins. Use this time
to make your offering. Show respect during worship and be fully present from the very beginning, treating this
time with the Lord as holy.                                                                                                                      (Fr. MAH)

(Continuation from page 1)

never fail to assist widows; that they rescue orphans from those who would do them harm; that if a man has any
possessions he gives them freely to someone who has nothing; that when they see a stranger they take him home
as if he were their real brother; that whenever they hear that one of their number is in prison or being persecuted
because he has proclaimed the name of their Redeemer, all of them provide him with what is necessary. This is a
new kind of person, and there is something divine about them."

This account powerfully illustrates the ideal of the Church. It reveals our identity and transformation through the
grace of Baptism, as well as the support and nourishment we receive from Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. Through
participation in the Eucharist, we grow as the Church and increasingly reflect what we receive.

Fr. Manny Hewe, Pastor

     We worship what we believe; we live what we worship.
       What does it mean to be late for Mass?

                                             At what time does the Mass actually start? When do you consider someone late? 
                                        Is it acceptable to arrive just after the Mass has started, before the readings, or even 
                                            right before Communion?

A Journey of Joyful Witness to Doing all things with Love.
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 $ 336,024.75
The Fencing Project is our proactive effort to mitigate potential
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and personnel, guests, and other legitimate visitors.  Our Security

Camera installation complements this effort.
Thank you for your support!  May God bless you all!!!
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S t .  The r e s a  Sch o o l
Volunteer Opportunities for Kupunas

We are looking for kupunas who would like to

volunteer in our parish.  We have an easy and light

task that you can help us with, some simple jobs to

assist with, and many more little tasks that we need

help with.

If you're interested in volunteering, please call

our parish office at (808) 521-1700 for more

information.

Monday - Friday 
from 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

(Closed during Lunch break from 12:00 - 1:00 pm)
     

Saturdays 
from 8:30 am - 12:00 pm
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from 7:30 am - 11:30 am

August 24, 2026
Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle
Revelation 21:9b-14; John 1:45-51
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Tuesday of the Twenty-first Week in

Ordinary Time
2 Thessalonians 2:1-3a, 14-17;

Matthew 23:23-26
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