
"Lord, let your mercy be on us as we place our trust in you" (Ps. 33:22).  When was the last time you called
upon God's mercy?  What was it like?  Did you find yourself strengthened, or did your faith in God feel
challenged amid God's silence?

At the beginning of the Holy Mass, after we sign ourselves in the name of the triune God, we are greeted
with, "The Lord be with you," several times.  We may have taken his trustworthy presence for granted,
either consciously or unconsciously. The Lord’s living presence is constant and independent of
circumstances (cf. Matt. 28:20; Heb. 13:5; Rom. 8:38-39).

In this Sunday's gospel, Our Lord Jesus asks us to entrust our lives to him.  He declares, "I am the way, the
truth, and the life" (Jn. 14:6).  Jesus makes it clear that true salvation, purpose, and genuine life are found
only in him.  He is not merely an option; he is the only way, the only truth, and the only life.  He calls us to
follow him, letting his guidance and truth shape our lives. Only in him do we find meaning and lasting
happiness (cf. CCC #27).

We remember his promise: "Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in
me.  In my Father's house, there are many dwelling places.  If there were not, would I have told you that I
am going to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place, I will come back again and take you to
myself, so that where I am, you also may be" (Jn 14:1-3). This farewell from Jesus at the Last Supper
reassures us of his promise to shield us from despair and discouragement in trials.  During the Mass, we
echo our confidence in our Lord’s promise through the prayers we heard from the priest after the Lord’s
Prayer: “Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, that by the help of
your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the
coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.”

I recall administering Holy Anointing to a nun dying of cancer.  The infirmary was dimly lit as I entered.
After the sacrament, I gently asked, "How are you, sister?" Unable to speak, she smiled, slowly shook her
head, and moved her lips toward the crucifix on the wall.  Though her gestures were limited, they revealed
she was not alone; she was with Jesus.  Her life—spent in prayer, even on her deathbed—became a song to
God.  Though immobile, she moved everyone who visited her with her faith.  Despite her condition, her
faith offered a profound witness to Jesus.

Faith empowers us to accomplish much! Jesus said, "Amen, amen, I tell you, whoever believes in me will do
the works I do, and will do greater ones..." (Jn. 14:12).  Early Christians lived this faith by praying, listening
to the apostles' teachings, and serving those in need.  When challenges arose, they responded with prayer,
discernment, and community action.  Their example shows us how trusting Jesus and joining with others
enables us to fulfill our calling as "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation" (1 Pt. 2:9). We
accomplish meaningful things for the Lord when we listen, pray, and share responsibilities. 

                      Let us focus on  deepening  our faith.  Commit to prayer,  study the  teachings of  our Catholic 
                      Faith, and work together within our faith community to respond to others' needs. This is how 
                      we follow Jesus and fulfill his call. 

                      Fr. Manny Hewe, Pastor

May 3, 2026 - Fifth Sunday of  Easter (A)
Jesus, We Place Our Trust in You

Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 33:1-2,4-5,18-19; 1 Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12
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                            You are all welcome to join our newly baptized and newly confirmed, as we
                                                                  continue our OCIA faith formation session this  
                                                                            Tuesday, May 5th, as we learn about

Support the Catholic Ministries 
Annual Appeal to strengthen parishes, 

schools, and ministries, 
bringing hope and God's love 

to those in need.

https://appeal.catholichawaii.org/ 

At Mass, only the priest performs the orans gesture, raising his hands in prayer. This posture is reserved for
specific prayers such as the Collect and the Our Father. The priest is not acting for himself, but interceding
for the whole Church, standing in persona Christi—the person of Christ.

When he extends his hands, the priest visibly represents Christ interceding before the Father on behalf of His
people. He offers a clear sign of mediation and offering within the sacred liturgy.

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal specifies that the orans posture is reserved for the priest during
liturgical prayer (cf. GIRM 152, 153-154). This gesture is unique to the priest and signifies his role in
presiding and offering prayer on behalf of the people.

The congregation participates in the Mass through actions such as standing, sitting, kneeling, and responding.
These actions are distinct in meaning from the priest's gestures. Harmonizing these roles preserves liturgical
clarity. Recognizing each role allows deeper participation in the mystery.                                        (Fr. MAH)

                                          The orans gesture — palms open,  arms extended — holds deep symbolic meaning 
                                            at Mass.

We worship what we believe; we live what we worship.

  The Orans Gesture

     A Journey of Joyful Witness to Doing all things with Love.

                                   Join us at 6:30pm this Tuesday in Room 210, if you would like to 
                       deepen your Catholic faith.          May you have a blessed Easter!

https://appeal.catholichawaii.org/
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Second Collections:

May 9-10 for the Repairs and Maintenance
May 16-17 for the Catholic Communication Campaign

May 30-31 for the St. Theresa School Assistance

Mahalo for your generosity.

*** Looking for convenient, safe and secure way of giving to our
church?  We have online giving feature in our website, just click on
the link and go through the easy-to-follow steps to go about it. We
also have a Giving Kiosk beside the statue of St. Damien. Please
have a look at these methods for your church contributions. We
thank you for your continued support in fulfilling the mission of the
Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa. ***

SCHOOL OFFICE STAFF
AND FACULTY MEMBERS

St.TheresaSchool@Beavers808   
Sttheresaschool808

Weekly Offering Report
For April 20, 2026 - April 26, 2026

Weekly Collections Online Giving

Parish Savings with the Diocese as of March 31, 2026
Outstanding PV Loan with the Diocese as of March 31, 2026

$ 279,395.55
$ 272,264.87

SAINT THERESA SCHOOL
CONTACT  INFORMATION
Office Phone: 8O8-536-47O3

CHURCH FENCE PROJECT REPORT
Materials & equipment rental—steel, concrete, paint, machinery
Labor & Miscellaneous expense—fabrication, installation, dredging

   →   Total Cost

 $ 196,421.99
 $ 139,602.76
 $ 336,024.75

The Fencing Project is our proactive effort to mitigate potential harm
to our parishioners, schoolchildren, school and Church staff  and

personnel, guests, and other legitimate visitors.  Our Security Camera
installation complements this effort.

Thank you for your support!  May God bless you all!!!

the 
Repairs and Maintenance 

of our
Parish Buildings

http://www.sts-hi.org/


S t .  The r e s a  Sch o o l
Volunteer Opportunities for Kupunas

We are looking for kupunas who would like to

volunteer in our parish.  We have an easy and light

task that you can help us with, some simple jobs to

assist with, and many more little tasks that we need

help with.

If you're interested in volunteering, please call

our parish office at (808) 521-1700 for more

information.

Monday - Friday 
from 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

(Closed during Lunch break from 12:00 - 1:00 pm)
     

Saturdays 
from 8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Sundays
from 7:30 am - 11:30 am

PASTORAL TEAM & PARISH STAFF

"How lovely is Your
dwelling place, O

Lord God of Hosts."
Psalm 84:1

May 4, 2026
Monday of the Fifth Week of Easter

Acts 14:5-18; John 14:21-26

May 5, 2026
Tuesday of Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 14:19-28; John 14:27-31a

May 6, 2026
Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Easter

Acts 15:1-6; John 15:1-8

May 7, 2026
Thursday of the Fifth Week of Easter

Acts 15:7-21; John 15:9-11

May 8, 2026
Friday of the Fifth Week of Easter

Acts 15:22-31; John 15:12-17

May 9, 2026
Saturday of the Fifth Week of Easter

Acts 16:1-10; John 15:18-21

May 10, 2026
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; 1 Peter 3:15-18;
John 14:15-21
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Daily Mass Readings
www.usccb.org
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Sunday Mass
6:30 am, 8:30 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm
     

Daily Mass
Mon – Thurs: 6:30 am
Fri – Sat: 8:00 am

MASS SCHEDULES

Holy Hour/Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament and Confession

Wednesdays
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena at 6:00 pm

Holy Hour/Benediction & Confessions at 6:15 pm
(First Wednesdays of the month with Bishop)

Vietnamese Mass (VHM)
      

Daily Mass:
Mon. Tues. & Thur. at 5:30 pm
      

Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm
Sundays at 3:30 pm

 PARISH OFFICE HOURS

:We are in need of volunteers:
Anyone interested to help please call the Parish office 

at (808)521-1700 so we can put you on the schedule.
Mahalo!
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