
Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  We celebrate Jesus' victory over sin and death, a mystery that forever
transformed the world.  So, we gather to joyfully proclaim this Easter glory!

However, even as we celebrate this joy, some may question how we can truly rejoice in Easter when many
families are displaced and suffering due to war. How do we reconcile our worship with the fact that
innocent children have been killed in conflicts in the Middle East?  Even singing 'alleluia' cannot bring
them back.  Is there a reason to feel joy when loved ones are in the ICU?  Or when you're unable to pay the
mortgage and face eviction? Does our singing of 'alleluia' ease the pain of those experiencing betrayal,
abuse, violence, injustice, inhumane treatment, or living in refugee camps? 

Despite these sad realities, our answer is yes: there is a reason to celebrate. Easter is central to our
Christian faith because it affirms that "If Christ has not risen, then our belief is in vain" (1 Cor. 15:14). We
celebrate not to ignore suffering but to remind ourselves that faith in Jesus' victory gives us hope and
reassurance, even amidst pain and hardship. 

This does not mean our Easter celebration is meant to dull our awareness of the sad realities around us.
Our worship neither ignores nor denies our worries—about our families, children, jobs, and future.
Instead, we celebrate Easter to bring our pain and suffering to the Lord. Jesus is no stranger to suffering;
though without sin, he endured a violent death for us, freely offering himself as a sacrifice for all. Now, he
has risen. 

The Gospel of John 20:1-9 shows Mary Magdalene, then Peter, then John discovering the empty tomb
where his bruised body had rested. Jesus is no longer in the grave, a place of darkness and lifelessness. He
has risen, appeared to his disciples, spoken to them and comforted them, forgiven and empowered them,
promising, "I will be with you until the end of time" (Matt. 28:20). His resurrection made them courageous
and joyful witnesses. Peter testified: "The Lord commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he
is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead... that everyone who believes in him will
receive forgiveness of sins through his name" (Acts 10:42-43).

In light of all this, Easter reminds us that Christ's light has entered our world, giving us hope during dark
times. The transformed disciples and the conversion of many demonstrate that the Holy Spirit's mysterious
work still happens today. It reminds us that the risen Jesus is present where love is encountered, where care
for the vulnerable is shown, and where the dignity of each person is upheld. Living in love and charity
empowers us, giving us strength and purpose as we follow His teachings and mission. 

Easter invites us to live beyond worldly expectations. We do this by  turning away from sin and selfishness,
becoming  people  shaped  by the  resurrection.  St. Paul  says,  "Think of  what is above,  not of what is on
                   earth.  For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God" (Col. 3:1-4). This calls us
                   to renew our relationship with the risen Christ, which nothing can take away.  It fills us with
                   hope.  The transformation experienced by Mary Magdalene, Peter, John, and the  
                   disciples through the Holy Spirit can also happen to us.
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Competing voices, especially on online media platforms, influence our perceptions every day. Online media can
be useful tools, but they often spread false information. If not checked, this can hurt us and others. Sometimes,
media hype creates digital idols, pushes worldly standards, and shapes opinions. Our main goal is to respond
wisely. We need to actively seek the truth and avoid sharing false information. 

To genuinely follow the Lord and understand His truth, we need to listen for the Good Shepherd's voice. We do
this through prayer, reading Scripture, and pondering, as our Blessed Virgin Mary does. This attentiveness is key
to our spiritual journey. 

We can only accomplish this by dedicating time to silence. Silence is essential for spiritual growth. It helps us
hear His voice and find peace amid life’s chaos.                                                                                      (Fr. MAH)

                                            Our Lord expects us to listen. Listening is essential not only for following His path 
                                         but also for knowing the truth. It forms the foundation for distinguishing His voice from 
                                            others that may lead us astray.

  We worship what we believe; we live what we worship.
     

    SILENCE & LISTENING TO JESUS

A Journey of Joyful Witness to Doing all things with Love.

Supporting Our Catholic School:  Planning for Today and Tomorrow
Our parish school, serving children from preschool through grade 8, remains a cornerstone of faith, learning, and
community. Thanks to your continued support, we are able to form young hearts and minds in Christ.
In the summer of 2024, our school took out a diocesan loan to ensure we could meet payroll and begin the academic
year with strong faculty and programs in place. We are now working diligently to repay this loan and strengthen our
financial future.
This moment also reminds us of an important lesson: as a faith community, we must be prepared for the unexpected.
Setting aside funds for “rainy days” and planning ahead for major capital projects—such as facility improvements
and long-term growth—are essential to sustaining our mission for generations to come.
You can help in several meaningful ways:
     · Promote Enrollment: Invite families to consider a Catholic education for their children.
     · Connect with Alumni: Encourage former students and families to support tuition assistance for those in need.
     · Share Our Story: Help spread the word about the value and impact of our school.
     · Offer Financial Support: Contributions toward repaying the diocesan loan and building future reserves are 
       deeply appreciated.

Together, with faith and stewardship, we can ensure our school remains strong—not only for today, but for the
future our children deserve.

Thank you for your continued prayers and support.

(Continuation from page 1)

Let us commit more intentionally to deepening our relationship with the Lord by reading Scripture, living its
teachings, praying personally, participating actively in Mass, and engaging in acts of charity. These steps open us
to His grace, bringing hope and strength to face the storms of life. 

May our celebration of Jesus' Resurrection bring us renewed hope and joy!                        Fr. Manny Hewe, Pastor
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S t .  The r e s a  Sch o o l
Volunteer Opportunities for Kupunas

We are looking for kupunas who would like to

volunteer in our parish.  We have an easy and light

task that you can help us with, some simple jobs to

assist with, and many more little tasks that we need

help with.

If you're interested in volunteering, please call

our parish office at (808) 521-1700 for more

information.
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Psalm 84:1
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                                 A Journey of Joyful Witness to Doing all things
                                      with Love.

  

                                         HAPPY EASTER!
 

                                                                   Dear families and friends of the Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa,
 

                                                             The Lord is risen, Alleluia!
                                                             This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad!

(Psalm 118:24)
 

Our Lord Jesus faced his terrible execution with complete trust in his Father. He no longer lies among the
dead. He is risen! He conquered sin, suffering, death, and Satan. All that human sin has corrupted is made
new. Now, it has a glory beyond all human language and imagination. St. Paul says, "Death has no more
power over him" (Rom 6:9). He is in glory! 
 
We are Easter people! Our joyful declaration of Easter isn't just about the past but a celebration happening
now. Jesus is present among us and within us! We rejoice that Jesus' risen life is bursting into our world,
giving us hope amid the darkness of our times. Didn't He say to His disciples, "I will be with you until the
end of time?" Indeed, the transformed disciples who bravely proclaimed the risen Lord, along with the
conversions and testimonies of the early Christians and saints, serve as witnesses to the Holy Spirit's
mysterious work that continues to this day. 
 
In many ways, this gift of new life in Jesus is continually renewed by the Holy Spirit through the dedication
of volunteers who actively participate in our parish’s various liturgical and pastoral ministries. Because of
their willingness to take on responsibilities, we thank God for everyone who helps make CCST a vibrant,
adaptable, and creative parish.
 
We congratulate all our brothers and sisters who were baptized and received full communion in our
Catholic faith at the Easter Vigil. We watched them plunge into the water of the baptismal font. This is a
symbol of the great flood, the waters of the Red Sea, and the waters of the Jordan. On the waters of
baptism, God bestowed upon them the divine gift of new life with Him for eternal life. Together with them,
Christ, through His victory over death, grants us all the gift of new life. 
 
Let us keep our focus on the heart of our faith: that our Lord Jesus is alive and always present in our lives.
We renew this awareness through reading the Bible and living it, through personal prayer, through uniting
ourselves with Jesus’ sacrifice in the Holy Mass, and through practicing gentleness and charity. 
 
May your families always be filled with the deep and lasting joy of this season, and may the power and
grace of the Risen Lord shine brightly in your life and actions!

 
 

Happy Easter to our family in the Lord Jesus!
 

Fr. Manny Hewe
Pastor
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