
"Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep.  Whoever enters through me will be saved and will
come in and go out and find pasture" (Jn. 10:7-9). 

During Jesus' time, the shepherd stood guard at the entrance, becoming the gate itself.  The owner-
shepherd risked his life for the sheep, confronting danger head-on.  In contrast, hired hands fled, driven by
personal gain.  Jesus called them thieves and robbers.

Jesus declares himself our Good Shepherd—humble, loving, and steadfast.  Our relationship with him rests
upon devoted love and obedience to the Father.  He gives everything for our salvation.  As the gate to life,
he invites us to share in his care for others.

Moving from Jesus’ teaching to the early Church, the Acts of the Apostles further illustrates life under the
care of the Good Shepherd.  Believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, fellowship, the
breaking of bread, and prayers.  Awe fell upon all as the apostles performed many wonders and signs.  
Sharing all things in common, they lived redeemed from fear, persecution, loss, and worldly powers.
Through the Lord, they became a community of trust and generosity, nurturing dignity and well-being (cf.
Acts 2:14, 36-41). Their generosity and care reflected the shepherd’s call to serve one another. 

What the Good Shepherd gives us can’t be repaid. We can only receive it with open hearts.  Though we can
never match his gift, we are called to pay it forward: by emulating the shepherd’s care and opening doors
for others, we answer his call to shepherding.  We follow Jesus as both sheep and shepherds, helping and
guiding those around us.  Peter urges us: "If you are patient when you suffer for doing good, this is a gift
from God.  For this, you have been called, because Christ suffered for you, showing you how to live" (cf. 1
Pt. 2:20-21).

I remember Priscilla, a deaf and mute parishioner, who served faithfully and attended daily Mass. Each
morning, she arrived early, praying alone before the Tabernacle. One day, only Priscilla and I celebrated
Mass. Though she could not hear or speak, I felt the meaning in the liturgy’s gestures. She always
responded at the right moments.  Her role mattered: she kept linens clean and cared for the sacristy. Living
nearby, she brought cold ginger ale after cleaning and mowing.  Priscilla embodied dedication, always
ready to help.  Her ordinary service made her a shining servant of the Good Shepherd.

Let us actively respond to the Good Shepherd's call by committing to shepherd others with Jesus' heart—
guiding, protecting, and caring for those around us.  Take concrete steps to become doors of hope and new
life, not doors of indifference. 

Make this week a door of hope and life for others. Embrace the “little way” of St. Therese of the Child
Jesus: offer a smile to someone who is unkind, practice patience in daily interactions, speak kindly rather
than harshly, and make small sacrifices without letting others know.  Commit to these actions and inspire
change.

                   Through such small acts, we reflect the  Good Shepherd’s  self-giving  love and transform our 
                   communities, inspiring others to follow his example.

                   Fr. Manny Hewe, Pastor

April 26, 2026 - Fourth Sunday of  Easter (A)
Imitate Jesus as the Door of  Life, Not Death
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You are all welcome to join our 
    newly                            baptized and newly 
                                          confirmed, as we 
                                           continue our OCIA 
                                            faith formation 
                                      session this Tuesday, 
     April 28th, as we learn what it means to

Join us at 6:30pm this Tuesday 
   in Room 210, if you would like 
    to deepen your Catholic faith.

May you have a blessed Easter!

Remember, Holy Mass is about encountering God with reverence and preparation. It does not begin with your
arrival; it begins with the Church at the appointed time. You are expected to arrive before Mass begins, and
the Church clearly announces the time. The time is published and publicly known. 

Do not treat Mass as a program event. Mass is a sacrifice, not a performance. As a baptized Catholic, you are
required to participate actively by offering with the priest rather than merely observing. 

Preparation before Mass is intentional. Use this time to gather your thoughts, offer your intentions, embrace
silence, and prepare your soul through prayer. Arriving late diminishes your participation.

Arriving late means missing essential parts of Mass: the sign of the Cross, the penitential act, and the collect.
When you miss these moments, you miss the Church’s prayer. You are late because you have not fully joined
the offering, not because God excludes you. If you would never be late to meet someone esteemed, do not be
late for Jesus. 

Arrive early. Sit in silence. Prepare your heart and pray before Mass. Start your offering in these quiet
moments. Worship with reverence. Be fully present from the start; treat this encounter with the Lord as
sacred.     (Fr. MAH)

                                              When does  Mass  actually  begin?  When  are you considered late?  Is it proper 
                                           to arrive just after Mass begins,  or before the readings?  What about entering just
                                               before Communion?

We worship what we believe; we live what we worship.

 When are you late for Mass? 

     A Journey of Joyful Witness to Doing all things with Love.

Support the Catholic Ministries 
Annual Appeal to strengthen parishes, 

schools, and ministries, 
bringing hope and God's love 

to those in need.

https://appeal.catholichawaii.org/ 

https://appeal.catholichawaii.org/
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Mahalo for your generosity.

*** Looking for convenient, safe and secure way of giving to our
church?  We have online giving feature in our website, just click on
the link and go through the easy-to-follow steps to go about it. We
also have a Giving Kiosk beside the statue of St. Damien. Please
have a look at these methods for your church contributions. We
thank you for your continued support in fulfilling the mission of the
Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa. ***
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We will provide a complete report on the donations and updated expenses
for the church fence and security project as soon as they are available.  In
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consider donating more towards the church fence and security project the
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Please continue to pray with us for the completion of this important project
for the safety and security of our church and school.

Parish Savings with the Diocese as of March 31, 2026
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S t .  The r e s a  Sch o o l
Volunteer Opportunities for Kupunas

We are looking for kupunas who would like to

volunteer in our parish.  We have an easy and light

task that you can help us with, some simple jobs to

assist with, and many more little tasks that we need

help with.

If you're interested in volunteering, please call

our parish office at (808) 521-1700 for more

information.

Monday - Friday 
from 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

(Closed during Lunch break from 12:00 - 1:00 pm)
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"How lovely is Your
dwelling place, O

Lord God of Hosts."
Psalm 84:1
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