
This fourth weekend of Lent is called Laetare Sunday, named after the first Latin words of the Mass
entrance antiphon, "Laetare, Jerusalem" (Rejoice, O Jerusalem), from Isaiah 66:10. Priests wear rose-colored
robes to show we are halfway through getting ready for Easter as we remember, make present, and celebrate
Jesus' victory on the Cross.

Our Gospel shows the difference between the happiness of being healed and the pride that prevents people
from seeing spiritually. The story shows a struggle: darkness hides things, while light reveals them. One
person chooses light, the other stays in darkness. In this story, Jesus gave sight to the man born blind, filling
him with happiness and a new way of seeing the world.

But something went wrong as soon as he could see. Instead of being happy for him, some people were
suspicious and negative. The Pharisees were too proud to believe the miracle. They even told the man to say
he was not healed and got upset when he tried to explain. "You were born in sin—how can you teach us?"
they said, then threw him out (cf. Jn 9:34). Their reaction shows they feared losing their power if the story
were true. This kind of resistance might feel familiar, since pride can make us hold on to what we know
rather than be open to new things.

Here, the difference is clear: the man who was healed can see, but some people around him are still blind,
not in their eyes, but in their hearts and feelings. This kind of blindness happens when we close ourselves off
from understanding and caring about others. This blindness is especially sad in families and communities. 

This worst kind of blindness is even clearer when Jesus warns after giving sight to the blind man: "I came
into this world for judgment, so that those who do not see might see, and those who see might become blind"
(John 9:38). Here, Jesus uses blindness as a way to talk about not noticing God, and sight means being
aware of God and believing in Him.

Because of this difference, let us follow the blind man's example by being open to light and new
understanding, especially during Lent. This time is about opening ourselves to change and new insight.

Maybe our blindness is not like the Pharisees', but shows up as being distracted, forgetting to pray, or
letting worries and feelings keep us from noticing God. Sometimes, we get so busy with our schedules, phone
alerts, or never-ending tasks and entertainment that we miss quiet time with God. Stress, rushing around, or
feeling like we always have to be available can make it hard to see God clearly. The worst darkness might be
not seeing God in our lives at all.

In light of these common struggles, Lent calls us to recognize God's work and to awaken, just as St. Paul
urges,  “Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness;  rather expose them... but everything exposed by the 
                   light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light" (Eph 5:11-14). 

                  Jesus asks us to look at ourselves, put away distractions, and pay attention to what is inside us.
                  This is what it really means to open our eyes. This Lent, let us care more for others and
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Bible Trivia Time!

Answers:
1.John the Baptist, 2. In the Jordan River

1.  Who baptized Jesus?
2.  Where was Jesus baptized?
3.  What event marked the start of Jesus’ public 

         ministry?

The Stations of the Cross prayer is deeply meaningful, highlighting Jesus’ final hours. 

Each station starts with Saint Francis's adoration prayer: "We adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, in all your churches
throughout the world, and we bless you because, by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world." This prayer,
first recited by the friars, has evolved; today, its current form is: "We adore you, O Christ, and praise you.
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world."

Jesus' sacrifice transforms the cross from a symbol of shame and death into our refuge and source of hope and
love. Despite its pain, the cross offers encouragement and comfort. We find strength with the Lord, who
understands suffering and has triumphed.

We are saved not by magic, but by selfless love—lived out daily. Saint Maximilian Kolbe sacrificed his life for
another prisoner at Auschwitz, embodying Christ’s love and inviting us to let selfless love guide our choices.

We celebrate this truth in the Holy Eucharist, where we remember and share what Jesus did for us on the Cross.
Our union with Jesus through Holy Communion is the heart and foundation of our Christian life, calling us to live
each day with renewed purpose and gratitude.

                                           The Church teaches that the cross is essential for our salvation: "Apart from the cross, 
                                      there is no ladder to heaven" (CCC #618). This emphasizes that through Christ's sacrifice 
                                          alone, we find hope and the path to eternal life.

  We worship what we believe; we live what we worship.
    Stations of the Cross: "We adore you, O Christ, and praise you. 
     Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world."

A Journey of Joyful Witness to Doing all things with Love.

(Continuation from previous page)

let God show us a new purpose. By opening our eyes, we can celebrate Easter with hearts that are awake and a
clearer way ahead.                                                                                                              Fr. Manny Hewe, Pastor
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We will provide a complete report on the donations and updated expenses
for the church fence and security project as soon as they are available.  In
the meantime, we would like to encourage you to reflect and pray to
consider donating more towards the church fence and security project the
construction of which is in progress.
Please continue to pray with us for the completion of this important project
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S t .  The r e s a  Sch o o l
Volunteer Opportunities for Kupunas

We are looking for kupunas who would like to

volunteer in our parish.  We have an easy and light

task that you can help us with, some simple jobs to

assist with, and many more little tasks that we need

help with.

If you're interested in volunteering, please call

our parish office at (808) 521-1700 for more

information.

Monday - Friday 
from 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

(Closed during Lunch break from 12:00 - 1:00 pm)
     

Saturdays 
from 8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Sundays
from 7:30 am - 11:30 am
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"How lovely is Your
dwelling place, O

Lord God of Hosts."
Psalm 84:1

March 16, 2026
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:We are in need of volunteers:
Anyone interested to help please call the Parish office 

at (808)521-1700 so we can put you on the schedule.
Mahalo!
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