
We now enter the fourth Sunday of Advent! As this final week of Christmas preparation begins, let us look
beyond the busyness of Christmas traditions and reflect on the genuine longing of our hearts: finding hope,
love, and renewed faith.  Let's focus on St. Joseph, whose quiet strength embodies the spirit of Advent. 

Although the gospels do not record his words, his role in the great mystery of our Savior's birth remains
essential. Besides being a perfect example of fatherhood, he stands as a remarkable symbol of greatness in
anonymity. In today's world, where the culture of recognition often outweighs true virtue, Joseph's quiet
dedication can inspire us to embrace our own subtle acts of courage and faithfulness.  

In the Gospel, we learn how Joseph prepares for the mystery of our Savior's birth. He did not yet know that
Mary conceived the Son of God by the Holy Spirit after the angel Gabriel's announcement. Still, he could
not believe Mary had done anything wrong. We can assume he struggled to understand Mary's mysterious
pregnancy. His response to this unexpected event is worth our reflection. Being upright, he only thought of
what was best for Mary. He decided to divorce her quietly, knowing the scandal would fall on him for
abandoning Mary during the betrothal period (cf. Mat 1:19). While this may have seemed like the most
reasonable and loving choice, he changed his mind after a dream. He could have dismissed it, but instead, he
listened to God's voice through an angel in a dream. His response shows his attention to spiritual matters
and his discernment of God's will.

Often, it is the gift of faith in God that motivates a person to wake up and do what is right. St. Joseph
showed us the way. He woke up and followed the angel of the Lord's guidance. 

Waking up means being attentive to divine guidance, whether by listening to our conscience or seeking
advice from others. It also involves recognizing that many opportunities exist instead of dwelling on failures,
and that when we encounter a dead end, there are other paths to explore, and you will find them! Waking up
means acknowledging that there are good people who can help lift the burdens that weigh us down—be
humble and ask for help! Waking up is to prevent darkness from spoiling your dreams, and failures from
robbing your future—have faith! Waking up means avoiding others' criticisms and discouragement from the
joy of giving and serving — to wake up is to focus on Jesus! Isn't this what Christmas is really about? Jesus
is central, our hope, joy, and salvation.

On the other hand, we often wonder: "What will we receive this Christmas, and who will give us the best
Christmas present? Where will we celebrate? What will we eat?” Instead, consider asking: "What do I need to
wake up from? Where do I need direction?"

During this final week of Christmas preparations, as we make this celebration memorable for our families—
by preparing gifts, food, decorations, and sending greeting cards—let us also keep in mind the spiritual side.
Advent  is meant to awaken us and  call us to  change our hearts.  If we get our houses ready but neglect our 
                    hearts, if we decorate but do not turn back to God, we may celebrate Christmas but miss Jesus 
                    Christ.  Our Lord Jesus came to save us from sin and open the way to new life.  We are
                    already  living that  new life.  But,  we also live in a world full of sin;  some may have 
                    entered our lives unnoticed.  An important part of our Christmas preparations should
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                                        The word benediction comes from 'bene' for good and 'dictio' for words. When we speak 
                                        good words,  we become vessels of blessing, echoing the  generosity God shows us.  We 
                                      bless others because  we share in the  cup of blessing and  the bread of life,  reflecting the 
                                 heart of our Lord. Kind words flow from hearts nourished by the Word and the Sacraments. I
hold to the truth that our mouths reveal what fills our hearts. So, what dwells within us? To make blessing a habit,
begin each day with a quiet moment of gratitude and offer a simple blessing for those around you. Before you
speak, pause for a brief prayer, inviting love and compassion to shape your words.

Looking back, I remember comforting a grieving friend with heartfelt words and a scripture that gave him peace.
That moment showed the quiet strength our words can have. I also recall a time when frustration caused me to
speak harshly, leaving me with regret. These experiences motivate me to tend my heart, filling it with love and
understanding.

Gossip and rumors are shadows that dim our ability to bless. When we spread them, we wound others and
ourselves. Cursing, the opposite of blessing, harms both our community and our relationship with God.
Sometimes, evil slips quietly into our words. We must look inward. To resist gossip, steer conversations toward
hope, or seek wisdom in prayer. By choosing uplifting words and asking God for guidance, we become beacons of
blessing instead of harm.

Mary, our Blessed Mother, received the Word and gave it to the world. Let us pray that we, too, may receive God's
Word and let it come alive in our gentle, loving words. May we become living blessings and witnesses of Jesus,
building bridges of care for those who need it most. In prayer, let us welcome a deep silence that reflects Mary's
openness to the Word.

Consider making this prayer yours:
Gracious Lord, fill my heart with Your Word and guide my tongue to speak with love and compassion. Help me to
pause and reflect, embracing silence to hear Your voice as Mary did. Grant me wisdom to be a blessing to others,
that my words may reflect Your kindness and grace. Amen. 

We do all of this in the name of Jesus. Only then will Jesus truly come and find a home with us.              Fr. MAH

  PILGRIMS OF HOPE:
    On Keeping the Christmas Blessing Alive: Being a Blessing and Blessing Others
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include the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Christ came to bring healing and salvation, and we experience both
through this Sacrament.

Let's turn to St. Joseph and ask for his intercession to prepare our hearts with faith, so we are worthy to receive
Jesus. Let us make this Christmas a holy celebration and experience the gifts of healing and salvation that only
Christ can give, making it a grace-filled moment of peace, reconciliation, and love.

May our hearts awaken with hope and our spirits rise in joy. Let every step we take reflect the light of faith as we
embrace this sacred season with love and grace. St. Joseph, pray for us!  Amen.                Fr. Manny Hewe, Pastor

Please note: 6:30 AM mass is cancelled; *Novena to OMPH,
Confession and Eucharistic Adoration are also cancelled.



Website: www.stshi.org

Catechism Series on Holy
Eucharist…

West Honolulu Vicariate Presents
JUBILEE YEAR 2025 SPIRITUAL CONFERENCES
@ Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa (with Holy Hour and Confession)

          

December 17, 2025 @ 6:00 PM - Speaker: Fr. Manny Hewe
Theme: WAITING: AN ACT OF HOPE

“Christian waiting is filled with meaningful presence because the gifts of Jesus Christ
are not only meant for the future; they also have an impact on our present. Although
Jesus is present in a hidden way, He communicates with us through various means.

Learning to wait patiently is a way of growing in hope.”

Second Collections:

December 20-21 for the Church Facilities Improvement

Mahalo for your generosity.

*** Looking for convenient, safe and secure way of giving to our church?  
We have online giving feature in our website, just click on the link and go
through the easy-to-follow steps to go about it. We also have a Giving
Kiosk beside the statue of St. Damien. Please have a look at these
methods for your church contributions. We thank you for your continued
support in fulfilling the mission of the Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa. ***
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Weekly Offering Report
For December 8, 2025 - December 14, 2025

Weekly Collections Online Giving

We will provide a complete report on the donations and updated
expenses for the church fence and security project as soon as they are
available.  In the meantime, we would like to encourage you to reflect
and pray to consider donating more towards the church fence and
security project the construction of which is in progress.
Please continue to pray with us for the completion of this important
project for the safety and security of our church and school.

Parish Savings with the Diocese as of October 31, 2025
Outstanding Parish Loan with the Diocese as of October 31, 2025
Outstanding PV Loan with the Diocese as of October 31, 2025

$ 28,626.86
FULLY PAID
$ 286,799.02

CCST Fence Project 

http://www.sts-hi.org/


S t .  The r e s a  Sch o o l
Volunteer Opportunities for Kupunas

We are looking for kupunas who would like to

volunteer in our parish.  We have an easy and light

task that you can help us with, some simple jobs to

assist with, and many more little tasks that we need

help with.

If you're interested in volunteering, please call

our parish office at (808) 521-1700 for more

information.

:We are in need of volunteers:
Anyone interested to help please call the Parish office 

at (808)521-1700 so we can put you on the schedule.
Mahalo!

Monday - Friday 
from 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

(Closed during Lunch break from 12:00 - 1:00 pm)
     

Saturdays 
from 8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Sundays
from 7:30 am - 11:30 am

PASTORAL TEAM & PARISH STAFF

"How lovely is Your
dwelling place, O

Lord God of Hosts."
Psalm 84:1

December 22, 2025
Monday of the Fourth Week of Advent

1 Samuel 1:24-28; Luke 1:46-56

December 23, 2025
Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Advent

Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Luke 1:57-66

December 24, 2025
Wednesday of the Fourth Week of

Advent
Mass in the Morning

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Luke
1:67-79

December 25, 2025
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)

Vigil Mass
Isaiah 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;
Matthew 1:1-25 or Matthew 1:18-25

Mass during the Night
Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14

Mass at Dawn
Isaiah 62:11-12; Titus 3:4-7;

Luke 2:15-20

Mass during the Day
Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; John

1:1-18 or John 1:1-5, 9-14

December 26, 2025
Feast of Saint Stephen, First Martyr

Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Matthew 10:17-22

December 27, 2025
Feast of Saint John, Apostle and

Evangelist
1 John 1:1-4; John 20:1a and 2-8

December 28, 2025
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary

and Joseph
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Colossians 3:12-21

or 3:12-17; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
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Sunday Mass
6:30 am, 8:30 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm
     

Daily Mass
Mon – Thurs: 6:30 am
Fri – Sat: 8:00 am

MASS SCHEDULES

Holy Hour/Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament and Confession

Wednesdays
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena at 6:00 pm

Holy Hour/Benediction & Confessions at 6:15 pm
(First Wednesdays of the month with Bishop)

Vietnamese Mass (VHM)
      

Daily Mass:
Mon. Tues. & Thur. at 5:30 pm
      

Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm
Sundays at 3:30 pm
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