
We often question God's ways when tragedies disrupt our peace.  When God seems silent, we can feel
discouraged and even think he is absent, which more often than not causes bitter complaints.  The common
complaint will be:  "If God is really good or if God loves me, why does this tragedy happen to me?" 

This unsettling thought is captured in the cries of the Prophet Habakkuk.  He echoes a similar question in
today's first reading, "How long, O Lord? I cry for help, but you do not listen?"  He questions whether God
cares for his people (cf. Hab. 1:1-3).  There is war and violence, misery and death all around their place.  
The mighty Babylonians are now about to demolish the people of Israel.  How can God allow things like
these to happen?

At first hearing, it may appear that Prophet Habakkuk is blaming God's silence.  However, his words are
not those of a person who does not believe in God.  His complaint is a prayer of lamentation, trying to
understand God's workings and where God is when tragedy happens. God was not displeased with his
lamentation.  He heard Habakkuk and answered him with gentle and reassuring words, as if telling him, "Be
patient because I have a plan.  I will intervene at the right time.  I ask of you now is faith, and if you have it,
you will live" (cf. Hab. 2:4)

Faith is the key that can provide insight into the mystery of pain, sorrow, and anguish that we all experience
at different times in our lives.  While faith is a gift from God, it also comes with responsibilities that require
us to nurture and uphold it.  As St. Paul reminds us, we should “stir into flame the gift of God” (2 Timothy
1:6). 

One effective way to rekindle our faith is by opening our senses, hearts, and minds to the world around us.
The world is filled with God's grandeur, love, and beauty. Nature has been described as a sacrament, a sign
of God's goodness. God can awaken our faith only if we learn to truly see, listen, and reflect. As the
responsorial psalm tells us, “If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts” (Psalm 95:8).  Only those
who are self-referential and closed off can remain unmoved by the beauty of a rainbow, a sunrise, or a
sunset.  When we cultivate this awareness, the flame of faith burns more brightly.

Another way to stir into flame the gift of faith is to humble ourselves and entrust ourselves to God's mercy.
It begins with the petition of the disciples, "Lord, increase our faith" (Luke 17:5).  It must be our prayer now
and always.  Notice our Lord Jesus' reply: "If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this
mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea, and it would obey you" (Lk. 17:6).  Our Lord compares
faith to a tiny mustard seed, whose power does not depend on its size but on its great potential hidden
within itself.  He reminds us that it's not the quantity of our faith that matters, but its quality.  Even a small,
genuine faith can wield incredible power, for God has not given us a spirit of timidity but rather a spirit of
power, love, and self-control (cf. 2 Timothy 1:6-7).  With even a little genuine faith, we can accomplish what
would ordinarily seem impossible.

                    It is important to remember that when we face difficulties and challenges in life, these struggles 
                    can never compare to the sacrifice that Jesus made for us.  His grace far surpasses any  
                    problems we encounter.  Jesus continually offers Himself for us in an unbloody 
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If  our cell phone is so busy for 24 hours, it will
definitely run out of  battery.  It has to be charged.  
If  you are on medication and ran out of  meds, you
need to call for a refill.  If  you drive your car for a
long ride every day, you need both gas and regular
maintenance to keep it running smoothly.

Recharge, refill, and maintenance are necessary
because if  we don't, our day will suddenly come to a
stop or be interrupted without notice. They are
essential to keep life moving forward. If  they are
necessary, how about the need for our spiritual life?

Mary, the sister of  Martha, found the necessary
way to recharge, refill, and maintain her spiritual
life through sitting at the feet of  the Lord. Our
Lord Jesus commended it as a better part and said
it should not be taken away from her (cf. Lk. 10:41-
42). 

Our time with God in prayer is a better part that
recharges, refills, and maintains our union with
God. It awakens the memory of  the heart. The
memory of  our heart is the memory of  a loving
God who cares for us. This is what we try to
awaken, make alive, so that we may be confident
that someone is with us, caring and loving, and
blesses our every effort in life.

Imagine how we can face the problems and burdens
in life if  we lose contact with Him, who is our true
strength, and how we can receive that strength
unless we seek in quietness the presence of  God. 
Fr. MAH

(Continuation from previous page)

manner through the Holy Sacrifice of  the Mass,
making His grace available to us. As His servants, we
should remain grateful and strive to keep the flame
of  our faith alive. We are servants and do not claim
to be the masters of  our destiny; instead, in Him, we
live, move, and have our being (cf. Acts 17:28). 

Our patron St. Therese of  the Child Jesus reminds us
to entrust ourselves, like a child, to God, our Father.
She wrote in her diary: "We must abandon the future
into the hands of  God; Jesus may hide, but we know
He is there; No harm can come to me since, in
whatever happens, I see only the tender hand of
Jesus."                                    Fr. Manny Hewe, Pastor

      PILGRIMS OF HOPE: 
         PRAYER TIME: Recharges, 
          Refills, Maintains, and Awakens 
          the Memory of the Heart

                                 "Do you create moments of prayerful 
                             rest at home?" "Do you create moments 
of holy silence with yourself and your family?"



Website: www.stshi.org

Catechism Series on Holy
Eucharist…

Total amount of donation received for church fence and 
 camera/security project campaign as of April 28, 2025

     Less EXPENSES FOR SECURITY CAMERAS
     Less EXPENSES FOR CONSTRUCTION IN PROGRESS
CURRENT FUND BALANCE FOR THE CHURCH FENCE 
            PROJECT

Parish Savings with the Diocese as of August 31, 2025
Outstanding Parish Loan with the Diocese as of August 31, 2025
Outstanding PV Loan with the Diocese as of August 31, 2025

 
$ 258,829.80
$   53,141.50
$   87,755.91

$ 117,932.39

$ 73,005.31
27,270.44

$ 292,534.35

CCST Fence Project - conceptual view

Second Collections:

October 4 - 5 for the Ohana in Christ Diocesan Appeal
October 11 - 12 for the Repairs and Maintenance

Mahalo for your generosity.

*** Looking for convenient, safe and secure way of giving to our church?  
We have online giving feature in our website, just click on the link and go
through the easy-to-follow steps to go about it. We also have a Giving
Kiosk beside the statue of St. Damien. Please have a look at these
methods for your church contributions. We thank you for your continued
support in fulfilling the mission of the Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa. ***
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West Honolulu Vicariate Presents
JUBILEE YEAR 2025 SPIRITUAL

CONFERENCES
     @ Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa

(with Holy Hour and Confession)

October 15, 2025 @6:00 PM - Speaker: Fr. Royd Mweemba
Theme: PILGRIMS OF HOPE IN COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION

AND MISION

November 19, 2025 @ 6:00 PM - Speaker: Fr. Steve Nguyen
Theme: GRATEFUL HEARTS: A PATHWAY TO HOPE

We will provide a complete report on the donations and updated
expenses for the church fence and security project as soon as they are
available.  In the meantime, we would like to encourage you to reflect
and pray to consider donating more towards the church fence and
security project the construction of which is in progress.
Please continue to pray with us for the completion of this important
project for the safety and security of our church and school.

http://www.sts-hi.org/


S t .  The r e s a  Sch o o l
Volunteer Opportunities for Kupunas

We are looking for kupunas who would like to

volunteer in our parish.  We have an easy and light

task that you can help us with, some simple jobs to

assist with, and many more little tasks that we need

help with.

If you're interested in volunteering, please call

our parish office at (808) 521-1700 for more

information.

:We are in need of volunteers:
Anyone interested to help please call the Parish office 

at (808)521-1700 so we can put you on the schedule.
Mahalo!

Monday - Friday 
from 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

(Closed during Lunch break from 12:00 - 1:00 pm)
     

Saturdays 
from 8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Sundays
from 7:30 am - 11:30 am

PASTORAL TEAM & PARISH STAFF

"How lovely is Your
dwelling place, O

Lord God of Hosts."
Psalm 84:1

October 6, 2025
Monday of the Twenty-seventh Week in

Ordinary Time
Jonah 1:1–2:1-2, 11; Luke 10:25-37

October 7, 2025
Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary

Jonah 3:1-10; Luke 10:38-42

October 8, 2025
Wednesday of the Twenty-seventh Week

in Ordinary Time
Jonah 4:1-11; Luke 11:1-4

October 9, 2025
Thursday of the Twenty-seventh Week

in Ordinary Time
Malachi 3:13-20b; Luke 11:5-13

October 10, 2025
Friday of the Twenty-seventh Week in

Ordinary Time
Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Luke 11:15-26

October 11, 2025
Saturday of the Twenty-seventh Week in

Ordinary Time
Joel 4:12-21; Luke 11:27-28

October 12, 2025
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

2 Kings 5:14-17; 2 Timothy 2:8-13;
Luke 17:11-19
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Daily Mass Readings
www.usccb.org
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Director of Music
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            Samy Ratum
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             On-Call Church Custodian
       

       Felipe Tan        Joan Mabag
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Sunday Mass
6:30 am, 8:30 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm
     

Daily Mass
Mon – Thurs: 6:30 am
Fri – Sat: 8:00 am

MASS SCHEDULES

Holy Hour/Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament and Confession

Wednesdays
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena at 6:00 pm

Holy Hour/Benediction & Confessions at 6:15 pm
(First Wednesdays of the month with Bishop)

Vietnamese Mass (VHM)
      

Daily Mass:
Mon. Tues. & Thur. at 5:30 pm
      

Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm
Sundays at 3:30 pm

 PARISH OFFICE HOURS

November 8, 2025 - Honolulu Country Club
5:30PM - 10PM






