
"The Lord hears the cry of the poor" (Psalm 34:7).  The poor and lowly ones are at the center of the heart of
God.  God has big ears and a heart when the poor cry out to him.  God hears and answers their cries, tears,
and pains in due time and sometimes in ways we least expect.   

The passage from the Book of Sirach proclaims that God listens to the grievances of the poor and does not
forsake their cries.  It assures us that God will render justice and show no partiality to them (cf. 35:16-18).
St. Paul echoes a similar assurance: a conviction that God stands by him and gives the reward that a good
and a poor servant deserves (cf. 2 Tim. 4:17-18).  This makes him resilient despite being abandoned by his
collaborators and treated as a criminal because of the Gospel.  And even though he becomes poor because
of his ministry, he's resolute to continue serving to the end—fighting the good fight, running the race,
keeping the faith (cf. 2 Tim. 4:7-8).

Our Lord Jesus reinforces this message through the parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector.  Both
went to the temple to pray, but it's the Tax Collector who wins God's favor because of his profound
humility.  The Pharisee, a devout observer of the Law, leads a life of regular prayer, tithing, and fasting.
One might assume he would easily please God, but Jesus rebukes him for his prayer that reveals self-
righteousness.  The Pharisee says, "O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity – greedy,
dishonest, adulterous – or even like this tax collector" (Lk. 18:11).  He presents himself to God as someone
who does not need his mercy, his sense of justice and self-righteousness leading him to despise others and
arrogantly separate himself from the rest of humanity. 

In contrast, the Tax Collector, a declared public sinner with no moral integrity due to his status, knows that
he is undeserving and has no self-justice to boast about.  He enters the temple with his head bowed down, so
in-touched with his unworthiness, begging the Lord for something he cannot give to himself: "O God, be
merciful to me a sinner" (Lk. 18:13).  His prayer has nothing to prove before God except his dire need for
mercy.  Because he genuinely humbles himself, God approves his prayer, and he goes home justified. 
 
When we pray like a poor person — not expecting an answer because we have prayed a lot and because of
our good deeds — but humbly and patiently wait, God is pleased to accept our prayer.  In prayer, we don't
bring our self-sufficiency, but present ourselves before God, conscious and living in the truth that we are
weak, with nothing to brag, nothing to prove about except our need for mercy; such prayer pierces the
clouds and reaches its purpose to receive the mercy of God (cf. Sir 35:21).  Only when we humble ourselves,
recognize our unworthiness, and surrender to God's providence, we go home justified.

Furthermore, our prayer, no matter how intimate our encounter with God's mercy is, is rendered empty if it
doesn't lead us to the practice of charity.  Prayer should not remain within, but goes out to others, because
we are not just recipients of mercy, for it's not a collectible item to store, but a grace to share, especially with 
                    the poor and needy.  We are called to be  active  channels of mercy,  the living presence of God's 
                    love and compassion to all we encounter!  Prayer,  therefore,  attains its goal when it is followed 
                    by our  charity to the  poor,  making it a lived reality,  as demonstrated by  the saints. 

                    In a few days, we will celebrate All Saints Day; let us be reminded of our divine call
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Our lives can be compared to cell phone batteries. We
may start with a full charge of  100 percent, which
represents our full potential to live life to the fullest.
However, much like batteries, we often don't utilize all
of  that capacity.

For those who have crossed the 50-year mark, it
signifies that half  of  their life's battery has already
been used. Unlike a phone battery, we cannot simply
recharge our life's battery to gain more time. This
realization of  life's finite nature should not just inspire
but urgently compel us to reflect thoughtfully on how
we live. Engaging in self-examination encourages us to
consider how we will use the remaining 50 percent of
our lives. Will we use it wisely and meaningfully, or
will it slip away unnoticed?

For a person of  faith, recognizing that we cannot
recharge life's battery compels us to make each
moment beautiful and meaningful, rather than
wasteful and neglectful. We must choose joy over
regret and resentment, as each moment is unique and
will never return. St. Paul advises us to rid ourselves
of  bitterness, fury, anger, shouting, and slander, along
with malice, because they are exhausting and
debilitating physically and emotionally. They are toxic
to our spiritual growth (cf. Eph 4:31). Often, our
greatest adversary is ourselves.

As we let go of  bitterness and resentment, we must
also cultivate gratitude for the blessings God has given
us. This intentional embrace of  gratitude is not just a
suggestion, but a necessity for a meaningful life. It is
an invitation for each of  us to go beyond ourselves
and expand our world. We cannot follow Christ if  we
are not selfless. 

A person who constantly thinks only of  themselves
will be trapped in self-pity and may become critical of
others, leading to emptiness and unhappiness. God
does not want us to be enslaved by selfishness; He
desires for us to experience the freedom of  being His
children. That is why He invites us to learn the selfless
giving demonstrated by our Lord Jesus. Self-giving
leads not only to profound fulfillment but also to the
joys of  heaven (cf. Jn. 12:25). Fr. MAH.

St. Ignatius’ Prayer for Generosity
Dear Lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve
you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to
seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, save

that of knowing that I do your will.  Amen.

(Continuation from previous page)

to holiness. The Church teaches that all the baptized
are called to a life of  holiness (cf. LG, #39).  
Sainthood is not a privilege reserved for a select few; it
is a path open to all who believe in Christ.  The saints
are ordinary people who, in their humility, strive to
follow the teachings and life of  Jesus Christ,
particularly his life of  loving service to those in need.  
Let their example inspire us to realize that holiness is
not a distant goal, but a present reality within our
reach, to be lived with humility and love. 

Let us not forget that God has given us the internal
capacity to live a holy life through the gift of  the
Sacrament of  Baptism and nourished through our
communion with the Body of  Christ.  Our challenge is
to eliminate self-importance, surrender our pride to
God, refrain from placing undue burdens on others,
and make an everyday decision to live out the gift of
holiness with joy and gratitude by intentionally
practicing any of  the cardinal virtues: prudence,
fortitude, justice, and temperance.  Then and only
then, like the tax collector, we will go home justified,
made righteous in the sight of  God.
Fr. Manny Hewe, Pastor

                             "A  prayer for  generosity is a prayer to 
                            lose yourself and find yourself again in 
                         Christ" (St. Ignatius of Loyola)

   PILGRIMS OF HOPE:  
     Self-Examine and Self-giving



Website: www.stshi.org

Catechism Series on Holy
Eucharist…

Second Collections:

October 25 - 26 for the World Mission Sunday
November 8 - 9 for the Archdiocese for the Military Services USA

(every 3 yrs)

Mahalo for your generosity.

*** Looking for convenient, safe and secure way of giving to our church?  
We have online giving feature in our website, just click on the link and go
through the easy-to-follow steps to go about it. We also have a Giving
Kiosk beside the statue of St. Damien. Please have a look at these
methods for your church contributions. We thank you for your continued
support in fulfilling the mission of the Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa. ***
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Weekly Offering Report
For October 13, 2025 - October 19, 2025

Weekly Collections Online Giving

West Honolulu Vicariate Presents
JUBILEE YEAR 2025 SPIRITUAL CONFERENCES
@ Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa (with Holy Hour and Confession)

          November 19, 2025 @ 6:00 PM - Speaker: Fr. Steve Nguyen
          Theme: GRATEFUL HEARTS: A PATHWAY TO HOPE
December 17, 2025 @ 6:00 PM - Speaker: Fr. Manny Hewe

Theme: WAITING: AN ACT OF HOPE
“Christian waiting is filled with meaningful presence because the gifts of Jesus Christ
are not only meant for the future; they also have an impact on our present. Although
Jesus is present in a hidden way, He communicates with us through various means.

Learning to wait patiently is a way of growing in hope.”

We will provide a complete report on the donations and updated
expenses for the church fence and security project as soon as they are
available.  In the meantime, we would like to encourage you to reflect
and pray to consider donating more towards the church fence and
security project the construction of which is in progress.
Please continue to pray with us for the completion of this important
project for the safety and security of our church and school.

Parish Savings with the Diocese as of September 30, 2025
Outstanding Parish Loan with the Diocese as of September 30, 2025
Outstanding PV Loan with the Diocese as of September 30, 2025

$ 28,604.33
18,652.99

$ 289,656.65

CCST Fence Project 

http://www.sts-hi.org/


S t .  The r e s a  Sch o o l
Volunteer Opportunities for Kupunas

We are looking for kupunas who would like to

volunteer in our parish.  We have an easy and light

task that you can help us with, some simple jobs to

assist with, and many more little tasks that we need

help with.

If you're interested in volunteering, please call

our parish office at (808) 521-1700 for more

information.

:We are in need of volunteers:
Anyone interested to help please call the Parish office 

at (808)521-1700 so we can put you on the schedule.
Mahalo!

Monday - Friday 
from 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

(Closed during Lunch break from 12:00 - 1:00 pm)
     

Saturdays 
from 8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Sundays
from 7:30 am - 11:30 am

PASTORAL TEAM & PARISH STAFF

"How lovely is Your
dwelling place, O

Lord God of Hosts."
Psalm 84:1

October 27, 2025
Monday of the Thirtieth Week in

Ordinary Time
Romans 8:12-17; Luke 13:10-17

October 28, 2025
Feast of Saints Simon and Jude,

Apostles
Ephesians 2:19-22; Luke 6:12-16

October 29, 2025
Wednesday of the Thirtieth Week in

Ordinary Time
Romans 8:26-30; Luke 13:22-30

October 30, 2025
Thursday of the Thirtieth Week in

Ordinary Time
Romans 8:31b-39; Luke 13:31-35

October 31, 2025
Friday of the Thirtieth Week in

Ordinary Time
Romans 9:1-5; Luke 14:1-6

November 1, 2025
Solemnity of All Saints

Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 John 3:1-3;
Matthew 5:1-12a

November 2, 2025
The Commemoration of All the Faithful

Departed (All Souls)
Wisdom 3:1-9; Romans 5:5-11 or

Romans 6:3-9; John 6:37-40
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Daily Mass Readings
www.usccb.org
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Director of Music
       

Ryan and Ashley Agcaoili
Coordinators of Youth Ministry
       

Grace Young
Communications Coordinator
       

            Samy Ratum
             Facilities Custodian

            Noraliza Tapec
             On-Call Church Custodian
       

       Felipe Tan        Joan Mabag
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Sunday Mass
6:30 am, 8:30 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm
     

Daily Mass
Mon – Thurs: 6:30 am
Fri – Sat: 8:00 am

MASS SCHEDULES

Holy Hour/Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament and Confession

Wednesdays
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena at 6:00 pm

Holy Hour/Benediction & Confessions at 6:15 pm
(First Wednesdays of the month with Bishop)

Vietnamese Mass (VHM)
      

Daily Mass:
Mon. Tues. & Thur. at 5:30 pm
      

Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm
Sundays at 3:30 pm

 PARISH OFFICE HOURS




