
"I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life" (Ps. 23). Why do we long to live in the house of
the Lord? Because it is our refuge and the source of strength. The house of the Lord is not merely a
physical structure; it is a sanctuary for our souls, a place to find solace and answers to life's persistent
questions. It is a haven where our spirits are lifted, and our faith is strengthened as we respond to God's
invitation. 

Today's readings remind us of God's graciousness and the mystery of human response. The Gospel presents
a parable of a king who hosts a wedding banquet for his son and invites people to celebrate. This illustrates
God's graciousness in inviting us to partake in his feast.

In the first reading, the Prophet Isaiah describes God giving his people a feast of the finest food and wine.
God promises to clear away anything that blocks our way, end death, wipe away our tears, and forgive our
sins (cf. Isa. 25:6-8). This shows God's generosity. The responsorial Psalm repeats this idea, saying we will
not lack anything. But how should we respond to God's kindness?

According to the Prophet Isaiah, we should behold, contemplate, adore, and proclaim God's salvation (cf.
Isa. 25:9). We are to witness our Lord's incredible work, see beyond life's mundane aspects, and embrace
something grander. Each of us has felt lost, hopeless, or burdened by life's challenges. Yet in those
moments, we must fix our gaze on God's works. In the second reading, St. Paul shares that he finds
strength in God, enabling him to endure any situation, good or bad (cf. Phi. 4:12). In response to God's
grace, he praises and glorifies Him, remembers those who share his hardships, is gracious to others, and
prays for them.

The Gospel presents us with a challenging story. It shows us a God who wants everyone to know His love.
In the parable, a king prepares a banquet for his son's wedding and sends his servants to invite everyone.
This illustrates that God is generous and offers His grace to all.

But how do people respond to this invitation? The parable shows that many respond with little interest.
The guests refuse to come, even after being asked twice. Some even mistreat the king's servants. This may
sound extreme, but Jesus wants us to see the stark contrast between God's generous invitation and the
harsh response of some people. God is upset by how His invitation is treated, so He sends His servants to
invite everyone, both good and bad. The feast continues, open to all, and many accept the invitation. Still,
at the end, the king throws out one guest for not wearing the wedding garment. This reminds us that while
God invites everyone, we need to make an effort, be spiritually ready, and show we are worthy of His
invitation. God first invited us to His kingdom at our Baptism. In Baptism, we were named, welcomed, and 
                        given new life through Jesus Christ. The white cloth we received signs our dignity as children 
                        of God, temples of the Holy Spirit, and members of Christ's Body. Isn't that amazing?

                       The three readings invite us to notice the amazing things God does in our lives. 
                       Sometimes we miss Him or become less aware of His work because we focus
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on what we lack rather than being grateful for His goodness and sharing it with others.

Let us consider how we respond to God's grace, and let us make the responsorial our prayer this week: "I shall
live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life."

Fr. Manny Hewe, Pastor

                                        I have always admired how people from other Christian denominations openly say 
                                          they have a personal relationship with Jesus. It is a beautiful thing to share. As
Catholics, though, we have an even deeper reason to make this claim. What could bring us closer to Jesus
than receiving him fully—his human and divine nature—in the Holy Eucharist? Is there anything more
personal than sharing in his Body and Blood? This relationship is not just something we talk about or
imagine; it is a gift from Jesus himself, who said, "This is my Body, this is my Blood; eat and drink."
“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him (cf. Mat 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24;
Jn. 6:54-56). When we accept this gift with faith, we are truly united with him, and he lives in us.

It is important to be spiritually aware of Jesus. We bow with reverence before the Blessed Sacrament or
when the ciborium with the Lord's presence passes by. But when we receive the Holy Eucharist, Jesus enters
into union with us. We say “Amen,” which means “I believe.” He is with us—not because he becomes part
of us, but because we become part of him.

Also, while the altar is holy, after Communion we become like the altar because Christ enters our bodies.
This is why we should remain silent after Holy Communion. Silence is our deep response to the mystery of
being united with God. In this quiet, our personal relationship with God is cared for and grows. So, take
your time and do not rush to leave the church after Communion. Spend a few moments in silence. We have
been given the gift of a personal and lasting relationship.                                                              (Fr. MAH)

     We worship what we believe; we live what we worship.

        The HOLY EUCHARIST, Jesus’ gift of a personal and enduring 
         relationship.

A Journey of Joyful Witness to Doing all things with Love.
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We are looking for kupunas who would like to

volunteer in our parish.  We have an easy and light

task that you can help us with, some simple jobs to

assist with, and many more little tasks that we need

help with.
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our parish office at (808) 521-1700 for more

information.
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