
 

 

  

 



 

 
Page 1                                   Saint Joseph Church 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. George F. O’Neill, Pastor 

Pastor@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Rev. Lawrence F. Carew, Non-Resident Priest 

FrCarew@diobpt.org 
Msgr. Robert E. Weiss, Non-Resident Priest 

MsgrWeiss@diobpt.org 
Deacon Louis F. Howe, Sr., Facilities Manager 

DcnLou@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Deacon Peter J. Kuhn 

DcnPeter@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Deacon William J. Shaughnessy 

BillShaughnessy703@gmail.com 
Rita Golaszewski, Parish Secretary 

RitaG@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Patricia Smith, Religious Education Coordinator 

PatSmith@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Kathy Bailo, Religious Education Assistant 

KathyBailo@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Grace Zaloski, Ignite Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Grace.Zaloski@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Christine Blonski, Bookkeeper 

chrisblonski@stjosephbrookfield.com 
David Kendall, Director of Music 

MusicDirector@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Arianna Hanley, Choir Director 

Cantor@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Renzo Ortega, United High School Ministry Coordinator 

rortega@strosechurch.com 
  

PARISH OFFICE 
Phone: 203.775.1035  Fax: 203.775.1684 

Web Site: www.stjosephbrookfield.com 
Email: ParishSec@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Hours: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM, Monday thru Friday* 
Emergencies: (203)209-4908 

 
                Mail:  163 Whisconier Road 
  Brookfield, CT 06804 
  
 GPS Address: 1 Obtuse Hill Rd 
        Brookfield, CT 06804 

*CLOSED HOLIDAYS AND HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday  –  8:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil – 5:00 PM 
Sunday - 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 AM 

Monday-Friday - 7:45 AM 
 

 

All Masses live-streamed on the Parish Website  
 

CONFESSIONS  
Tuesday: 7:00-8:00 PM  (With Eucharistic Adoration) 

Saturdays: 4:00-4:45 PM 
 

Interested in becoming a Catholic? We’d love to have you!  Call 
the Parish Office to learn about our O.C.I.A. Program. 

*To add parish events, to the calendar,  contact                                            
Bulletin@stjosephbrookfield.com 

PRAYING FOR PEACE AND REPARATION 
We invite you to stay at the end of Sunday Mass – following the clos-
ing hymn – and join us in praying three “Hail Mary’s” for Peace: in 
our World, in our Families and in our Hearts. We also pray the Pray-
er to St. Michael the Archangel, for healing and reparation in our 
Church.  The Prayer to St. Michael can be found  on the back inside 
cover of the St. Augustine Missal. 

YOU BELONG HERE 
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and 
grow—a day at a time.  

Sunday, Nov 30, 2025 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Expect the unexpected 
It may seem strange to talk about Christ’s Second Coming when 
we’re just starting to prepare for the celebration of his first. But 
that’s exactly what the scripture readings for the first two Sundays 
of Advent do; it’s not until the third and fourth Sundays that we get 
to the Incarnation part. “You . . . must be prepared,” we hear, “for at 
an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.” What gives? 
Why speak of the End at the Beginning? Because in both cases Je-
sus becomes present to the world. Our task is to be ready to receive 
that presence, at the beginning and the end and all the time in be-
tween. 
Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:37-44 (1). “Our salvation 
is nearer now than when we first believed.” 
 
Monday, Dec 01, 2025 
An inspiration for the centuries 
To become a Roman centurion, a soldier had to be literate, come 
highly recommended, be at least 30 years of age, and have already 
served some time in the Roman army. This was no cushy job. Cen-
turions suffered heavy casualties in battle because they led their 
“century” of troops from the front. However, their brave example 
inspired courage in the soldiers who followed behind them. One 
well-known centurion also became an inspiration of faith for centu-
ries of Christians when he asks that Jesus “only say the word” to 
heal his ailing servant. Do you have such faith in Jesus’ healing 
power in your own life? 
Isaiah 4:2-6; Matthew 8:5-11 (175). “Amen, I say to you, in no one in 
Israel have I found such faith.” 
 
Tuesday, Dec 02, 2025 
Living Christmas 
’Tis the season when scenes of peace and serenity start arriving in 
our mailboxes daily. Every Christmas card is a bid for a more hope-
ful world. A star shines against the darkness of a fearful nation. A 
child is born into a culture sadly given over to ways of death and 
destruction. Wild animals learn to live together as people never do. 
Even Saint Nick brings giȅs through a spirit of generosity as wide as 
his belly. This year let’s bring those Christmas scenes to life, so 
that, in the words of Saint Teresa of Calcutta, “When Christ comes 
to you in Christmas, He may find in you a warm home, warm love 
like that of a heartful of love.” 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Luke 10:21-24 (176). “Then the wolf shall be a guest 
of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid.” 
 
Wednesday, Dec 03, 2025 
MEMORIAL OF FRANCIS XAVIER, PRIEST 
How to build a fire 
One of the founding members of the Jesuits, Saint Francis Xavier 
(1506-52) is considered to have been one of the greatest missionar-
ies since the apostles. Appointed to re-evangelize portions of the 
Far East, Francis placed himself with the lowest castes, preaching 
to the sick and dying at hospitals and orphans and slaves in the 
street. He understood that if the fire of Christianity were to spread 
through the East, the kindling must begin at the base of society. 
Rather than arriving like a royal ambassador, Francis clothed him-
self with rags and made his home in the lowliest shelters. Francis’ 
humble appearance proved to be the greatest tool for bringing the 
message of Christ to others. "It is not the actual physical exertion 
that counts towards one's progress,” Francis explains, “nor the 
nature of the task, but by the spirit of faith with which it is under-
taken." Gather a spirit of faith as you set out on your own daily  

missions. 
Isaiah 25:6-10a; Matthew 15:29-37 (177). "My heart is moved with 
pity for the crowd.” 
 
Thursday, Dec 04, 2025 
Spoken through the prophets 
Historically speaking, the various deities revered by tribes and cul-
tures around the world usually did little more than reinforce the 
position of those in power. From the Egyptians to the Aztecs, civili-
zations usually were led by a religious elite who controlled the re-
sources, made the decisions, and “spoke for the gods.” That is what 
makes the testimony of the Jewish prophets so remarkable. They 
regularly took the rich and powerful to task while advocating for the 
poor and marginalized. Anyone who doubts the authenticity of bib-
lical literature should pause to consider the striking originality of 
the prophetic testimony. Surely that testimony would not have sur-
vived the censorship of the Jewish elites unless a Higher Power was 
calling the shots! Take time to read the divinely inspired scriptures 
that are foundational to our faith. 
Isaiah 26:1-6; Matthew 7:21, 24-27 (178). “The LORD is an eternal 
Rock. He humbles those in high places.” 
 
Friday, Dec 05, 2025 
Do you understand? 
At First Sight is a movie that tells the true story of a blind man who, 
at the urging of a friend, undergoes experimental surgery to restore 
his sight. The operation is successful; his retina works and he can 
see. Or at least his eyes function. But he finds he must still finger 
objects to “know” what they are. He can “see” a cheese grater, for 
example, but he doesn’t know what it is until he has felt it with his 
hands. Seeing is a function of light striking the retina, but it takes 
the mind to interpret what we are looking at. Sight is one thing; 
understanding what we see is another. Take time today to consider 
the meaning behind the glory of God’s creation. 
Isaiah 29:17-24; Matthew 9:27-31 (179). “Out of gloom and dark-
ness, the eyes of the blind shall see.” 
 
Saturday, Dec 06, 2025 
The cure for what ails us 
As Jesus sent out the 12 apostles aȅer empowering them to pro-
claim God's kingdom and heal the sick, he admonished them not to 
charge for their services: "You received without payment; give with-
out payment." As the nation struggles with difficult questions of 
effective, affordable, and universal healthcare, it is good to take a 
step back from the heat of the debate and look at larger principles. 
The U.S. Bishops recently stated in a letter to Congress: “We firmly 
believe that all people have the right to those necessities needed to 
live, found a family, and flourish. It is in this reality that we recog-
nize that the right to healthcare is a fundamental necessity for the 
preservation of life and human flourishing.” And for Jesus such care 
was a way of proclaiming the kingdom of God. Lend a healing hand 
to others and help build up God’s kingdom. 
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26; Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 (180). “The LORD 
binds up the wounds of his people.” 
©2025 TrueQuest Communications. All rights reserved.  

HELP WANTED 
Dorothy Day House Clothing Distribution  

 
We are seeking a person or group of people to sort and display clothing 
as our long-Ɵme volunteer, Lynn Taborsak, prepares to step down from 
this task. If you have good retail or organizaƟonal skills and can offer 10–
12 hours a week to sort and display donated clothing, we’d love to hear 
from you. Training will be provided. 
  
Our guests deeply appreciate having clean, well-organized clothing avail-
able, and maintaining a good selecƟon—sorted by size—helps them 
quickly find what they need. Lynn has done an outstanding job develop-
ing this program, and we are looking for individuals or a small team to 
carry it forward. 
  
If you’re interested, please contact Lynn at ltaborsak@gmail.com. 
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Beginning the Church's liturgical year, Advent (from, "ad-venire" in 
Latin or "to come to") is the season encompassing the four Sundays 
(and weekdays) leading up to the celebration of Christmas. 

The Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our hearts and 
minds to Christ’s second coming at the end of time and to the anniver-
sary of Our Lord’s birth on Christmas. From the earliest days of the 
Church, people have been fascinated by Jesus’ promise to come back. 
But the scripture readings during Advent tell us not to waste our time 
with predictions. Advent is not about speculation. Our Advent readings 
call us to be alert and ready, not weighted down and distracted by the 
cares of this world (Lk 21:34-36). Like Lent, the liturgical color for Ad-
vent is purple since both are seasons that prepare us for great feast 
days. Advent also includes an element of penance in the sense of pre-
paring, quieting, and disciplining our hearts for the full joy of Christ-
mas. 

As we prepare for Christmas, the General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal notes some differences to the Mass that should be observed 
during the season. For instance, the priest wears violet or purple dur-
ing Advent, except for the Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) 
when rose may be worn (GIRM, no. 346). Aside from what the priest 
wears, other aesthetic changes in the Church can include a more mod-
estly decorated altar. 

The final days of Advent, from December 17 to December 24, 
we focus on our preparation for the celebrations of the Nativity of our 
Lord at Christmas. In particular, the "O" Antiphons are sung during this 
period and have been by the Church since at least the 
eighth century. They are a magnificent theology that uses ancient bib-
lical imagery drawn from the messianic hopes of the Old Testament to 
proclaim the coming of Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old Testa-
ment hopes, but of present ones as well. 

Advent devotions including the Advent wreath, remind us of the 
meaning of the season.  
 
Source: USCCB Website 

Peace be with you! 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! Many thanks to those who joined me at 
the Congregational Church this past Sunday for the Annual Ecu-
menical Clergy Thanksgiving Service with the other Christian 
churches in Brookfield. Fr. Nate Lee from St. Paul’s Episcopal 
gave a wonderful sermon on the true meaning of “thank you” 
and from where all our most fundamental blessings truly 
flow.  Not only is Fr. Nate a superb homilist, but he also proved 
to have natural comedic timing. He had us all, as they say, in 
stitches! We are truly blessed here in our faith community in 
Brookfield. 
 
And welcome to the First Sunday of Advent—the first of four 
Sundays prior to Christmas, spent in prayerful anticipation and 
joyful expectation of the coming of our Lord and Savior. During 
these days, we will reflect upon three great comings of Christ: 
· His first coming in Bethlehem at the first Christmas; 
· His second coming at the end of time; 
· And His coming into our own hearts, leading to our person-

al rebirth into eternal life. 
We anticipate His promise fulfilled in John 14:3: “I go to prepare 
a place for you, and I will come back again and take you to my-
self, so that where I am you also may be.” This is a time to re-
flect upon the past, the present, and our future in faith. Heaven 
is our goal, and Jesus is the way. 
 
As we bless the Advent wreath and light the first candle—the 
candle of Hope—this weekend, may we focus our minds and 
hearts on this season of preparation. Amidst all the external 
preparations, let us also take time to prepare internally for the 
greatest giȅ we have ever received. 
 
Many thanks to Diana O’Keefe and Dawn Cioffi, our “Library An-
gels,” who volunteer to keep our wonderful parish library up to 
date. In commemoration of this Advent season, they have creat-
ed a beautiful new display featuring Pope Leo and St. Peter—
the rock upon whom Jesus built His Church—along with the 
famous “Jesus Knocking” painting and several places of prayer, 
including our own St. Joseph’s Church. If you have a moment, 
please stop by and enjoy the display. 
 
Thank you, Diana and Dawn! 
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IGNITE for Grades 7 –12 
Friday Nights during the school year 

 
For more information, registration, and 

calendar, go to: 
 

www.stjosephbrookfield.com/ignite-
youth-ministry 

 
If Friday Nights don’t work for you but 

Sunday nights do,  please check out 
  

UNITED: for Grades 7-12 

www.ctunitedyouth.com 

EDJE ONLINE WORK DUE NOVEMBER 30 
My Catholic Faith Delivered 

Grade 1 No work due this week 
Grade 2 Chapter 12: The Holy Family & Assessment 
Grade 3 No work due this week 
Grade 4 No work due this week 
Grade 5 No work due this week 
Grade 6 No work due this week 

Warm Winter Wear Donations Kicks off November 1 and ends 
January 6 to support the working poor and homeless in our 
community. 
 
We need: New hats, gloves, scarves, and coats for kids ages 10-
18.  Gently used coats and outerwear will also be accepted. 
 
Donation receptacles, decorated by our Ignite Youth, will be  
located in the vestibule for donation drop off.   
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Monday,  December 1 
7:45 AM - Intentions of All Our Parishioners 
Tuesday,  December 2 
7:45 AM -  Clifton Bailey, req. by family 
Wednesday,  December 3 - St. Francis Xavier 
7:45 AM -  Vincent Verlezza, req. by Anna Verlezza 
Thursday, December 4 - St. John Damascene 
7:45 AM - Harold Vincent O’Connell, req. by the Sanchez-Uribe Families 
Friday, December 5 
7:45 AM - Catherine Conlon, req. by the Conlon Family 
Saturday, December 6 - St. Nicholas 
8:00 AM - Mary & Robert Hatcher Sr., req. by Betty Stahl 
5:00 PM - Frank Greco, req. by the Greco Family 
Sunday, December 7 - 2nd Sunday of Advent 
7:30 AM -  Frank & Marilyn DeGaray, req. by Marie D’Amico 
9:00 AM -  Emma Ortez, req. by her Great Grandchildren 
11:00 AM - James & Joseph Filingeri, req. by family 

 WEEKEND OF  
Nov 22-23, 2025 

PARISH MINISTRIES  
Liturgy  
Altar Servers    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.775.1035 
Choir Director - Arianna Hanley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  203.775.1035  
Faith Formation and Sacraments  
Religious Education  Coord. - Ms. Pat Smith . . . .   203.775.1035, ext. 3807  
RCIA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   203.775.1035 
Scheduling Baptisms – Mrs. Rita Golaszewski. . .   203.775.1035, ext. 3802  
Marriage Scheduling/Prep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.775.1035 
Prayer & Devotion  
Men’s Retreat – Jeff Roeder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.470.1506  
Women’s Retreat – Mrs. Barb Roeder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.470.3832  
Men of St. Joseph  
 Jim Steffen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.775.8676  
 George Lauri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     203.775.1531 
Men’s Ministry Meeting - Mr. Andy Pacuk . . . . . . . . . . . . .     917.514.5974  
Parish Councils and Administration  
Parish Council – Mr. Andy Pacuk, Chairman. . . . . . . . . . .  917.514.5974  
Finance Council – Christopher T. Raines, Chairman. . . .  203.775.1035  
Other Ministries & Organizations  
8th Station Bereavement Ministry  
  Mrs. Mary Shaughnessy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.775.9138  
  Mrs. Pat Tharrington. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.775.4836  
Mary-Martha Ministry – Mrs. Pat Font . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   203.775.1035  
Women’s Reflection & Prayer Group – Mrs. Barb Roeder .  203.470.3832  
Outreach to Sick/Shut-In – Sr. Mary Ann Socha, CMGT ..  203.240.0757 

Sunday Offertory:  $14,135.50 
Includes $6,418.50 in Online Giving  

 
Correction: Sunday Nov 15-16 Offertory:  $13,725.50 

Includes $6,683.50 in Online Giving  
 

Thank you so much for your generosity. May God Bless You now and 
always. 

Coping with the loss of a loved one can weigh us down physically, emo-
tionally and spiritually, but it is not a journey we need to walk alone.  
 
St. Joseph’s 8th Station Bereavement Ministry offers comfort and help 
during the grieving process.  
 
This group meets the 2nd Saturday of each month, at 10:00 AM in the 
Parish Center. The sessions are led by Mary Shaughnessy and Patricia 
Tharrington. 

THOSE FOR WHOM WE PRAY  
FOR THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S HEALING, STRENGTH, AND COMFORT:  
Baby Albert Docktor, Johnathan Iamartino, Wendy Ricard, Fr. 
Joseph Pettit, Teresa Von Thaden, Kevin Elston   

If you’d like to try Online Giving , simply 
scan the code to donate today. 

The Saint Joseph Annual Collection 
is underway. Over the years your 
generous financial support has 
been one of our greatest blessings. 
 
Our Finance & Parish Councils have 
earmarked the proceeds of this 
2025 Annual Collection for a partic-
ular project, the cost of which, as in 
past years, exceeds what can be 
funded through the regular weekly 
offertory. This year, our plan is to 
replace all the flooring in the 
church, both the seating area and 
the sanctuary, as well as the nar-
thex and hallways.  
 
Please take a moment to prayerful-
ly consider your support of this 
project. Thank you for your contin-
ued faith, love, and generosity.  

Give Now by scanning the code 
and going to the St. Joseph  
Parish Annual Collection tile. 

Sarah Broggy & Antonio Capanna III 
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State Farm®

Providing Insurance 
and Financial Services
Parishioner

Rosemary Butler - Agent

56 Danbury Road
New Milford, CT 06776

ph#: 860-210-9020
fax#: 860-210-0382

toll free#: 1-866-216-1146
rosemary@butlersfagent.com

Call Us For Auto Home, 
Small Business and Life Ins.

Psalm 91: 4

John 11: 25

Hebrews 12: 1-2

Aiello Roofing
& Remodeling Co, LLC

Serving Fairfield County 35 Years

860-350-3801

203-241-9300

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

4 Ambulance/Police  

4 Family/Friends 

4 GPS & Fall Alert

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  
Erica Johnson

ejohnson@4LPi.com

(800) 950-9952 x6810

ParishesOnline.com
Locate a Parish,
Find a Mass,
Read the Bulletin.

Masstimes.org provides
the most accurate liturgy
data in the U.S., and we are
grateful for their partnership. 

Powered by Masstimes.org

Connect with your CT Roofing
Professionals today

Fully Licensed and Insured: #HIC 0633301

	 Affordable ~ Quality 
	 Reliable ~ Professional
	 We offer a guarantee on all our jobs

	  to make sure you are satisfied.

	 New Roofing • Roof Repairs 
	 Gutters • Siding • Painting

203-470-0974 | www.americanqualityroofingandsiding.com
Serving the community and all of CT for over 21 years.

Follow us on

Anne H. Lynn, 
M.S. CCC-A, FAAA

Licensed & Certified 
Clinical Audiologist

Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations
Hearing Aids, Repairs, Service

Custom Earmold Products
Participating w/most Health Ins.

203-304-9744
107 Church Hill Rd., Ste. 2E

Sandy Hook, CT

annehear711@gmail.com

EXPERT  
AUTO CARE &  
24/7 TOWING 
SERVICES IN 
DANBURY, CT
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The Genuine. The Original.

Overhead Door Company of Brookfield

549 FEDERAL ROAD, BROOKFIELD

Phone 203-740-7691

www.overheaddoorbrookfield.com

Living the Legacy Since 1921
Raising Expectations and  

Garage Doors for almost a Century

OIL & PROPANE DELIVERY

FULL SERVICE

860-354-4303 • 203-790-1406 

 JENNINGSOIL.COM

HTG 391968    HOD 156 & 1164

Connecticut

CatholicMatch.com/CT

Daniel T. Honan - Funeral Director, Manager

www.honanfh.com

honanfuneralhome@sbcglobal.net

Family Owned And 
Operated Since 1903

58 Main Street, Newtown, Connecticut 06470

203-426-2751

Open Daily in ShopRite Plaza

143 Federal Rd. Brookfield, CT

203-740-2224 or

Go To www.brookfieldwine.com 

Curb-side pickup or home delivery

Special Orders Welcome • Wine Tasting Daily

Serving Connecticut for over 30 years

Showers, Windows, 

Automotive, 

Custom Glass and more!

CONTACT US TO GET A QUOTE!
brookfieldglass.com -(203) 775-1776

Basement 
Solutions, LLC

Guaranteed Dry Waterproofing

1-800-504-0007
www.BasementSolutionsCT.com

Basement and Crawlspace Waterproofing

57 Main Street
Danbury, CT 203-748-2131

Green Funeral Home
Proudly Caring For Families Since 1935

Burials, Cremations, Pre-arrangements, Monuments and Inscriptions

EVERY DETAIL REMEMBERED®

DENNIS TEEKING, DMD, MAGD

New Patients Welcome!

203-426-0500 
 www.pleasantdental.net

Our family serving yours since 1913

BrookÀeld Funeral Home
786 Federal Road • BrookÀeld, CT

(203) 775-3555 
www.CornellMemorial.com

Find strength in our family

S E RV I C E  W I T H  Q UA L I T Y

Heating & Cooling Services

Service • Installation • Maintenance

(203) 546-7776 • Centralairllc.com

Experienced G Licensed Technicians
3 3 6  F E D E R A L  R O A D ,  B R O O K F I E L D  C T  0 6 8 0 4

Locally 

Owned & Operated 

for over 20 years!

Custom Roofing

Siding

Construction

860.333.8689

rinaldiroofingri.com

Family Owned by twin brothers

Nick & Matt Rinaldi

TIM WILDER

TREE CARE

3rd Generation  

CT Arborist

203.270.1012 Newtown

www.timwildertreecare.com

REMOVAL • SHAPING

PRUNING & MORE

Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates

203-313-0894 / 203-733-8515

www.panimaidllc.com

We want your garbage!

4, 6, 10, 12/15, 20 & 30 cu. yd.

Construction/Cleanup Containers

203-426-8870
www.associatedrefuse.com


