ST. JOSEPH CHURCH

A community focused on performing corporal works of mercy
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MASS SCHEDULE OCTOBER 11, 2026
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WEEKEND WEEKDAY WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH!

Saturday Monday We’'re so glad you’re here!

8:00am, 5:00pm 7:45am

Sunday Tuesday Whether you are joining us for the first

7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am 7:45am time or are part of our parish family, we
Wednesday pray that you feel welcomed and

CONFESSION 7:45am encouraged as we pray together.

Tuesday Thursday

7:00-8:00pm 7:45am May you experience God’s presence, find

Saturday Friday encouragement in His Word, and leave

4:00-4:45pm 7:45am renewed in faith and hope.

163 Whisconier Road Brookfield, CT 06804 | www.stjosephbrookfield.com | Phone: 203.775.1035
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MASS INTENTIONS

MON., OCT. 12
7:45am William O’Keefe, req. by family

TUES., OCT. 13
7:45am Intentions of All Our Parishioners

WED., OCT. 14: St. Callistus |
7:45am Deceased Members of the Rajcula Family, req. by
Joe Rajcula

THURS., OCT. 15: St. Theresa of Jesus
7:45am Noreen Kennedy, req. by Betty Stahl
James McNulty Sr., req. by family

FRI., OCT. 16: St. Hedwig; St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
7:45am Ruth Conroy, reqg. by Ray Conroy
Martin O’Malley, req. by Mary & Michael Collins

SAT., OCT. 17: St. Ignatius of Antioch
8:00am Rocco DiSavino, req. by Nicola & Judy DiSavino

5:00pm Claire Batchler, req. by Brian Batchler

SUN., OCT. 18 - 29" Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am Cosimo Mazza, req. by Dave & Cathy Wolfe

9:00am Tommy Giampaolo, reqg. by Michael Consolazio

11:00am William Morrison, req. by Marguerite Morrison
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OCTOBER 11, 2026

PASTOR NOTE

Well, the Feast of the Donning of the Winter Mittens
came early this year. Usually, we would be able to hold
off until mid-November before having to fire up the heat
in the church. Not so this year. | received a 6:00 a.m. text
from good old Jerry Ronan, who opens the church
faithfully each weekday morning, alerting me to the fact
that hints of winter came early and the building was
uncomfortably chilly. | told him | would be over soon to
rectify the situation. So, on October 6th—a full five
weeks early—"Operation Warm Up" went into effect and
the heating system was fired up. | hope that is not a
premonition for this upcoming winter.

Jesus tells a parable in this week’s Gospel reading about
the king who invited his people twice to a wedding feast
for his son. The people invited on his first guest list
chose not to attend. Enraged, the king then told his
servants to invite anyone they could find. So they did.
The banquet hall was filled but when the king arrived to
the banqguet, the guests were not dressed in their
wedding feast clothes, so he had them all done away
with; the reading reminds us “many are called, but few
are chosen.” However, “many are called, but few are
chosen” is not a reason to despair or to speculate about
who is saved. It simply reminds us that hearing the call is
not enough; we must respond faithfully. For us today, the
parable asks am | letting work, possessions, or other
concerns crowd out God'’s invitation? Or, if having
accepted it, am | allowing that invitation to change how |
live accordingly?

More contemplation material for the Adoration Chapel,
indeed!
Father O’Neill

SANCTUARY LAMP INTENTIONS

Our Sanctuary Lamp burns this week in
Memory of William O’Keefe, at the request of
his family. 02




OUR STAFF AND CONTACTS

Pastor

Rev. George F. O’Neill
Pastor@stjosephbrookfield.com

Non-Resident Priest

Msgr. Robert E. Weiss

MsgrWeiss@diobpt.org

Deacon, Facilities Manager

Dcn. Louis F. Howe Sr.
DcnlLou@stjosephbrookfield.com

Deacon

Dcn. Peter J. Kuhn

203.775.1035 | DcnPeter@stjosephbrookfield.com
Deacon

William J. Shaughnessy

203.775.1035 | BillShaughnessy703@gmail.com
Parish Secretary

Rita Golaszewski

203.775.1035 | RitaG@stjosephbrookfield.com

FORMATION & SACRAMENTS
Baptism, Marriage, OCIA

Call the Parish Office at 203.775.1035
203.775.1035

Religious Education

See Staff section above

Altar Servers

Call the Parish Office at 203.775.1035

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES

Parish Council

Andrew Pacuk, Chairman
Finance Council

Christopher T. Raines, Chairman

917.514.5974

203.775.1035

Bookkeeper
Christine Blonski, ChrisBlonski@stjosephbrookfield.com

Religious Education Coordinator
Patricia Smith, PatSmith@stjosephbrookfield.com

Religious Education Assistant
Kathy Bailo, KathyBailo@stjosephbrookfield.com

Director of Music
David Kendall, MusicDirector@stjosephbrookfield.com

Choir Director
Arianna Hanley, Cantor@stjosephbrookfield.com

Ignite Youth Ministry Coordinator
Grace Zaloski, Grace.Zaloski@stjosephbrookfield.com

MEN’S MINISTRIES
Retreats

Tom Wall

Men of St. Joseph

Jim Steffen

George Lauri

Knights of Columbus
Greg Dembowski

WOMEN'’S MINISTRIES

Retreats, Women'’s Reflection & Prayer Group
Mrs. Barb Roeder 203.470.3832
Mary Martha
Mrs. Pat Font

203.417.6037

203.775.8676
203.775.1531

203.733.7209

203.775.1035

SUPPORT & COMMUNITY MINISTRIES

8th Station Bereavement
Mrs. Mary Shaughnessy
Mrs. Pat Tharrington

203.775.9138
203.775.4836

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
WEEKEND OF OCT 3-4

Collection Basket $10,228.00
Online Giving $6,451.50
Weekly Total $16,679.50
Seminarian Fund $3,640.00

Thank you so much for your generosity.
May God bless you now and always.
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Outreach to Sick & Shut-In
Sr. Mary Ann Socha, CMGT 203.240.0757
Sandwich Angels

Mrs. Pat Tharrington 203.775.4836

DONATE ONLINE

Donating online is easy!
Simply aim your phone
camera at the QR code and
follow the link. Thank you for
your support.

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH



WEEKLY READINGS

Sunday, Oct 11, 2026

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

A place set for you at the table

That tiny wafer we receive at Communion and the little sip we take from the cup doesn’t
seem like much of a feast. But look at it this way: As it says in one of the Mass prayers, it's
the “foretaste and promise of the Paschal feast of heaven.” Our little banquet in church is
a sacrament, the visible sign of an invisible reality. What we don’t yet see is the fullness
and completeness of life to which the sign points, described in scripture as a wedding
reception. The nice thing about this wedding is that we, as the church, are not simply
guests—we are the bride!

Isaiah 25:6-10a; Philippians 4:12-14,19-20; Matthew 22:1-14 or Matthew 22:1-10 (142). “Tell
those invited: ‘Behold, | have prepared my banquet ... and everything is ready; come to
the feast.”

Monday, Oct 12, 2026

Preserve and protect

Nineveh was an ancient Assyrian city located across the banks of the Tigris River from
modern-day Mosul, Irag. It gained biblical fame for being spared by God because it
heeded the prophet Jonah’s call to repentance. Today, lack of protection from natural
elements and looters has led to the ancient city’s 3,000-year-old ruins being included on a
Global Heritage Fund list of world sites on the verge of irreparable loss and destruction.
The unrepentant of Jesus’ day seem to have forgotten all about Nineveh. Let’s not make
the same mistake. Be a voice for the protection and preservation of great historical sites
that remind us of our roots.

Galatians 4:22-24, 26-27, 31-5:1; Luke 11:29-32 (467). “At the judgment the men of Nineveh
will arise with this generation and condemn it.”

Tuesday, Oct 13, 2026

Honor the sorrowful mysteries

“lam a man of constant sorrow.” So goes the bluegrass song popularized in the movie 0
Brother, Where Art Thou? Many of us have seen our share of sorrow, but few have made a
hard-and-fast vocation of it. Mary of Nazareth, too, was warned that the sword of sorrow
would pierce her heart. Seasons of suffering afflicted her, but they did not deter her from
experiencing the joy, light, and glory of others. When faith works through love, the whole
spectrum of life finds its balance. Tuesdays are for honoring—in Rosary-speak—the
“sorrowful” mysteries of life.

(Galatians 5:1-6; Luke 11:37-41 (468). “For in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love.”

Wednesday, Oct 14, 2026

The God of all

Because of their demand that people follow every prescription of Mosaic law and
tradition, the scribes and Pharisees excluded many people, especially the poor and the
sick, from the ranks of the righteous. Today we’d say they “sweated the small stuff” while
ignoring the people most in need, sealing God behind a wall of regulations. Jesus, on the
other hand, ignored and removed barriers, welcoming everyone. Perhaps Jesus had a bit
of Robert Frost’s Yankee wisdom: “Something there is that doesn’t love a wall.” In our
own zeal for heing right and law-abiding we need to remember Jesus who knew that God
is not the property of the best and brightest or even the “rightest.” God is the God of all,

especially those who have no one to depend on but God.
Galatians 5:18-25; Luke 11:42-46 (469). “If you are guided by the Spirit, you are not under the
law.”

Thursday, Oct 15, 2026

MEMORIAL OF TERESA OF JESUS, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

An insightful example

Today we honor one of the great women of the church, Saint Teresa of Avila, also known as
Teresa of Jesus. Teresa’s life seemed rather routine on the surface—she was a cloistered nun in
the 1500s. But as her mystical encounters with Jesus emerged, along with her desire for a
simpler, less “worldly” way of being, she began to write about the spiritual life and advocated
for reform of her religious order, against strong opposition. Declared a doctor of the church in
1970, Teresa’s reforms and enduring spiritual insights still carry weight. What reform, small or
large, can you work toward today that can help bring about peace and spiritual growth for
yourself and others?

Ephesians 1:1-10; Luke 11:47-54 (470). “Woe to you, scholars of the law! You have taken away the
key of knowledge.”

Friday, Oct 16, 2026

The fungus among us

The famous 17,000-year-old cave paintings in Lascaux, France have, in recent history, faced
recurring threats from black and grey mold and fungal outbreaks. These outhreaks were
triggered by disruptions to the underground microclimate from artificial lighting, upgraded air
conditioning systems, and human breath, causing damage to the beautiful art that had
withstood the test of time. Ina similar way, Jesus saw the danger in allowing the leaven of the
Pharisees—another kind of fungus—to take up residence in the lives of his followers. Hypocrisy
is a great temptation for us religious-minded folks: to profess one thing while doing another.
Ephesians 1:11-14; Luke 12:1-7 (471). “Beware of the leaven—that is, the hypocrisy—of the
Pharisees.”

Saturday, Oct 17, 2026

MEMORIAL OF IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH, BISHOP, MARTYR

Clarity under pressure

Map the distance between Antioch, Syria, and Rome: 3,716 kilometers, 39 hours by car—without
traffic. Now imagine traveling that distance in chains around the year 107, with hungry lions
awaiting your arrival. Even with all that, lgnatius of Antioch, approaching a brutal martyrdom,
writes from the road to the Ephesians: “I do not issue orders to you, as if | were some great
person. For though | am bound for His name, | am not yet perfect in Jesus Christ.” His focus is on
the privilege of dying for God’s glory: “Being blessed in the greatness and fullness of God,” he
sends readers “abundant happiness through Jesus Christ, and His undefiled joy.” When you face
frightful realities, call on Ignatius to help you stay strong and see beyond the moment.
Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 12:8-12 (472). “Hearing of your faith in the Lord Jesus.. ... I do not cease
giving thanks for you.”

©2026 TrueQuest Communications. All rights reserved.
Noncommercial reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted
with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & YOUTH NEWS

ANNOUNCEMENTS ONLINE WORK DUE THIS WEEK

Congratulations to the following children who

received the Sacrament of Confirmation on Grade 1 | Ch. 4: God’s Special Gifts & Assessment

October 2nd: Grade 2 | Ch. 4: God Made Us & Assessment
Anna Boniello Kiera Jordan _ _

. Grade 3 | Ch. 4: The Promise of a Savior & Assessment
Keira Capone Lennon Lynch
Abigail Cerpa Elias Nieves Grade 4 | Ch. 3: Turning Away from God & Assessment
Anna Clifford Michelle Ramirez
William Field Carter Ruggiero Grade 5 | Ch. 3: Creator of Heaven and Earth & Assessment
Aiden Freitag Alessandra Tieri Grade 6 | Ch. 3: Hidden Treasure & Assessment
Lucas French Alexander Torres-Galvez
Emma Hoffman Liv Yurcisin

IGNITE YOUTH GROUP

GRADES 7-12, FRIDAY EVENINGS

Youth Group is where faith meets real life! Students in grades 7-12
take what they’ve learned in Religious Education and put it into
practice through games, service, conversations, challenges, and
community. It’s a place to build friendships, ask questions, grow in
faith, and discover what it looks like to live out what we believe.

For more information, as well as the full Ignite calendar,
please go to:
www.stjosephbrookfield.com/ignite-youth-ministry

3 | “Ajoyful heartis good
“"‘é medicine...”

&“L?EZV:“P Proverbs 17:22

28T QUNDPAY IN ORDIN3RY TiMe
PRiesTLY ORDERS

e FAMUFUL FUNANES

The “Liturgy of the Hours,” prayed by
"7 ~~[religious around the world, has fixed times
T/ throughout the day for scripture reading
and prayer... including night prayer!
SreT 05
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CHURCH & DIOCESAN EVENTS

SAVE THE DATE

ST. JOSEPH
PARISH
APPRECIATION
BRUNCH

Why? It’s a way for us to celebrate and thank all of
our wonderful parishioners and their families for all
you do to support St. Joseph Church throughout
the year.

When and where? Sunday, November 22, 12:00-
2:00pm at the Candlewood Inn, 506 Candlewood
Lake Road, Brookfield.

Who’s invited? Our spiritual family. All St. Joseph
parishioners and their immediate family/household
members.

What else? There is no charge for the brunch.
Reservations are not necessary; drop in any time
between 12:00pm and 2:00pm.

A PLACE FOR PRAYER & REMEMBRANCE

THIS WEEK @ ST. JOSEPH
H Scan the QR code to go to our
online calendar of events.
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SJC BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY

Coping with the loss of a loved one can weigh us
down physically, emotionally and spiritually, but it is
not a journey we need to walk alone.

St. Joseph’s 8th Station Bereavement Ministry offers
comfort and help during the grieving process.

This group meets the 2nd Saturday of each month,
at 10:00 AM in the Parish Center. The sessions are
led by Mary Shaughnessy and Patricia Tharrington.

ST. MARGUERITE FALL FESTIVAL

St. Marguerite is hosting their 34™ annual Fall Festival
on Saturday November 7, 9am-4pm. There will be
vendors and crafts, food, baked goods, and a vareity
of holiday gifts. Entry is free.

ST. JOSEPH

Garden

| — MEMORIAL GARDEN & COLUMBARIUM ——

St. Joseph, Pray for Us!

St. Joseph Church is developing plans for a Catholic Memorial Garden and Columbarium on parish
grounds, near the church. This special space would provide our parish families with a dignified,
sacred place for prayer, remembrance, and the inurnment of cremated remains.

We invite you to learn more about this new opportunity for St. Joseph families. Representatives will
be available after Masses to answer questions, share information about the project, show renderings
of the proposed layout and design, and provide a nonbinding household interest form.
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RECOVER MORE

WITH

. 1-844-FOR-SKOR
© Www.skorlaw.pom
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b RNV NI DENTAL

DENNIS TEEKING, DMD, MAGD

(203) 426-0500
184 Mt. Pleasant Rd.
Newtown

www.pleasantdental.net

GRANDIZRIN
VO TORS,

EXPERT
AUTO CARE &
24/7 TOWING

SERVICES IN
DANBURY, CT

CALL 203-743-3737

www.grandprixtowing.com
www.grandprixrepairs.com

ASS: 90 FederalRoad
Danbury, CT GULD/

RINALDI ROOFING

Custom Roofing
Siding
Construction

860.333.8689

rinaldiroofingri.com

Family Owned by twin brothers

Nick & Matt Rinaldi

Living the Legacy Since 1921
Raising Expectations and
Garage Doors for almost a Century

The Genuine. The Original.

Gy

Overhead Door Company of Brookfield
549 FEDERAL ROAD, BROOKFIELD
Phone 203-740-7691
www.overheaddoorbrookfield.com

Anne H. Lynn,

M.S. CCC-A, FAAA
Licensed & Certified
Clinical Audiologist

Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations
Hearing Aids, Repairs, Service
Custom Earmold Products
Participating w/most Health Ins.
203-304-9744
107 Church Hill Rd., Ste. 2E
Sandy Hook, CT
annehear711@gmail.com

Ny

CANDLEWOOD
IN'N

private waterfront setting
for elegant events
in Brookfield, CT
o~
weddings
holiday parties
sweet 16
proms
galas
b s e

203-775-4517

www.thecandlewoodinn.com

JMmacuLaTE

HIGH SCHOOL

Sunday, October 18
2:00 - 4:00PM

immaculatehs.org/visit

SIWERID

ASPHALT PAVING

www.Asilveriopaving.com
203-748-5689

Daniel T. Honan - Funeral Director, Manager
www.honanfh.com
honanfuneralhome@sbcglobal.net

THonan

Funeral Fome
Tamily Qned - Fhd
(/:/r/w/w/ Chnee 1903

58 Main Street, Newtown, Connecticut 06470
203-426-2751

TIM WILDER
TREE CARE

39 Generation

CT Arborist

REMOVAL « SHAPING | Licensed & Insured
PRUNING & MORE | Free Estimates

203.270.1012 Newtown

www.timwildertreecare.com

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™

v’ Ambulance/Police
v Family/Friends

t/ GPS & Fall Alert* £° ) g

wow 800.809.3570

G;

md- medalert com

Does your organization
need a newsletter?
We'll cover the printing

costs!

Learn more at

Get this bulletin

delivered straight

to your inbox
every week.

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

Ipicommunities.com

WE APPRECIATE
OUR ADVERTISERS

J@ﬂ 800-950-99

They allow us to
print this bulletin.
Thank youl!
Support Our

Advertisers!

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 | www.4lpi.com St Joseph Church | 03-0272




Mitchell

Since 1945.

ENERGY PRODUCTS & SERVICES |

CALL US TODAY FOR:
HEATING OIL & PROPANE
GAS LOG FIREPLACES
ENERGY EFFICIENT EQUIPMENT

Green Funeral Home

Proudly Caring For Families Since 1935

Burials, Cremations, Pre-arrangements, Monuments and Inscriptions

Dignity:

MLM()RI/\I

57 Main Street
Danbury, CT

< % EVERY DETAIL REMEMBERED® E >

203-748-2131

(203) 744-0600
nemitchell.com

HOD #145 CT Lic. #390200

Affordable ~ Quality
Reliable ~ Professional
We offer a guarantee on all our jobs
to make sure you are satisfied.
New Roofing ¢ Roof Repairs
Gutters ¢ Siding * Painting

E@ A.Q.R:S

Follow us on

=

QUALITY ROOHING & SIDING LLC

Connect with your CT Roofing
Professionals today
Fully Licensed and Insured: #HIC 0633301

203-470-0974 | www. amerlcanqualltyroofingand5|d|ng com
Serving the community and all of CT for over 21 years.

CENTHALA
AlR, e & - Locall
SERVICE WITH QUALITY Owrned & ﬂpj;mt.pd
Heafing & Cooling Serv oes for oover 20 years!
Serace* Instalation * Maintenance
(202) 54&-7T7E » Centralairlle com

Exparencad & Licanssd Techniclans
I3E FEDERAL EOAD, BAOOKFIELE CT D404

; ”cKenna LA

1
|
{ODONTICS

SCAN TO VISIT
OUR WEBSITE

ORT

W/

DMD, MDS

DANBURY OFFICE NEW FAIRFIELD OFFICE
131 Deer Hill Avenue 1 Gillotti Road

Danbury, CT 06810 New Fairfield, CT 06812
(203) 790-9155 (203) 746-5500

State Farme E——

Providing Insurance
and Financial Services
Parishioner

INSURANCE
3

Rosemary Butler - agent
46 Danbury Road

New Milford, CT 06776

phi#: 860-210-9020

faxd#: 860-210-0382

toll free#: 1-866-216-1146
rosemary@butlersfagent.com
Call Us For Auto Home,
Small Business and Life Ins.

Find strength in our family

Our family serving yours si

Brookfield Funeral
786 Federal Road ® Broo!

Grill = Chill.

203.885.0330
138 Federal Rd, Brookfield

Aiello Roofing
& Remodeling Co, LLC

Serving Fairfield County 35 Years

860-350-3801
203-241-9300

Psalm 91: 4
John 11: 25
Hebrews 12: 1-2

KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY

Lou Capellaro
REALTOR®

Cell: 203-826-4501
loucapellaro@kw.com

Brookfield Resident

Office Address: 19 Church Hill Rd, Newtown, CT 06470

\

Get 24-Hour Protection

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

Authorized
Provider

( ADT‘ SafeStreets

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

FREE AD
DESIGN WITH
PURCHASE OF
THIS SPACE

833-287-3502

Support
Our Parish

Local business

Call 800.950.9952

Advertise in Our
Church Bulletin!

Contact Renee Dubiel
rdubiel@4lpi.com
(800) 950-9952 x3600

ads sponsor the
printing of our
bulletin.

4lpi.com/advertising-
solutions

Let God

2

Scan to get
started!

VvOu . s
-~ look Bl

Advertise here to r_.
reach your local
audience.

N

solutions

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 | www.4lpi.com

St Joseph Church | 03-0272
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	Because of their demand that people follow every prescription of Mosaic law and tradition, the scribes and Pharisees excluded many people, especially the poor and the sick, from the ranks of the righteous. Today we’d say they “sweated the small stuff” while ignoring the people most in need, sealing God behind a wall of regulations. Jesus, on the other hand, ignored and removed barriers, welcoming everyone. Perhaps Jesus had a bit of Robert Frost’s Yankee wisdom: “Something there is that doesn’t love a wall.” In our own zeal for being right and law-abiding we need to remember Jesus who knew that God is not the property of the best and brightest or even the “rightest.” God is the God of all,
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	Today we honor one of the great women of the church, Saint Teresa of Avila, also known as Teresa of Jesus. Teresa’s life seemed rather routine on the surface—she was a cloistered nun in the 1500s. But as her mystical encounters with Jesus emerged, along with her desire for a simpler, less “worldly” way of being, she began to write about the spiritual life and advocated for reform of her religious order, against strong opposition. Declared a doctor of the church in 1970, Teresa’s reforms and enduring spiritual insights still carry weight. What reform, small or large, can you work toward today that can help bring about peace and spiritual growth for yourself and others?
	Ephesians 1:1-10; Luke 11:47-54 (470). “Woe to you, scholars of the law! You have taken away the key of knowledge.”
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	The fungus among us
	The famous 17,000-year-old cave paintings in Lascaux, France have, in recent history, faced recurring threats from black and grey mold and fungal outbreaks. These outbreaks were triggered by disruptions to the underground microclimate from artificial lighting, upgraded air conditioning systems, and human breath, causing damage to the beautiful art that had withstood the test of time. In a similar way, Jesus saw the danger in allowing the leaven of the Pharisees—another kind of fungus—to take up residence in the lives of his followers. Hypocrisy is a great temptation for us religious-minded folks: to profess one thing while doing another.
	Ephesians 1:11-14; Luke 12:1-7 (471). “Beware of the leaven—that is, the hypocrisy—of the Pharisees.”
	Saturday, Oct 17, 2026
	MEMORIAL OF IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH, BISHOP, MARTYR

	Clarity under pressure
	Map the distance between Antioch, Syria, and Rome: 3,716 kilometers, 39 hours by car—without traffic. Now imagine traveling that distance in chains around the year 107, with hungry lions awaiting your arrival. Even with all that, Ignatius of Antioch, approaching a brutal martyrdom, writes from the road to the Ephesians: “I do not issue orders to you, as if I were some great person. For though I am bound for His name, I am not yet perfect in Jesus Christ.” His focus is on the privilege of dying for God’s glory: “Being blessed in the greatness and fullness of God,” he sends readers “abundant happiness through Jesus Christ, and His undefiled joy.” When you face frightful realities, call on Ignatius to help you stay strong and see beyond the moment.
	Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 12:8-12 (472). “Hearing of your faith in the Lord Jesus . . . I do not cease giving thanks for you.”



