ST. JOSEPH CHURCH

A community focused on performing corporal works of mercy

26TH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

“Amen, | say to you, tax
collectors and prostitutes
are entering the kingdom

of God before you.”
- Mt 21:31

MASS SCHEDULE SEPTEMBER 27, 2026

WEEKEND WEEKDAY WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH!

Saturday Monday We’'re so glad you’re here!

8:00am, 5:00pm 7:45am

Sunday Tuesday Whether you are joining us for the first

7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am 7:45am time or are part of our parish family, we
Wednesday pray that you feel welcomed and

CONFESSION 7:45am encouraged as we pray together.

Tuesday Thursday

7:00-8:00pm 7:45am May you experience God’s presence, find

Saturday Friday encouragement in His Word, and leave

4:00-4:45pm 07:45am renewed in faith and hope.

163 Whisconier Road Brookfield, CT 06804 | www.stjosephbrookfield.com | Phone: 203.775.1035




WELCOME!
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MASS INTENTIONS

MON., SEPT. 28 - Sts. Wenceslaus & Lorenzo Ruiz + Companions
7:45am |Intentions of All our Parishioners

TUES., SEPT. 29 - Sts. Michael, Gabriel, & Raphael
7:45am Mario & Mechita Figueroa, req. by Manuel & Mercedes Arce

WED., SEPT. 30 - St. Jerome
7:45am Charles Collett, req. by the McVey Family

THURS., OCT. 1 - St. Therese of the Child Jesus
7:45am Alma Cherubim O’Connell, req. by the Sanchez-Uribe
Family

FRI., OCT. 2 - Holy Guardian Angels
7:45am Manuel Arce Trias, req. by Manuel & Mercedes Arce

SAT., OCT. 3
8:00am Gertrude Sander, reqg. by Art Kerley

5:00pm Rocco DiSavino, req. by Judy & Nick DiSavino

SUN., OCT. 4 - 27" Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am Mary Chute Blackman M.D,, req. by Matt & Maureen Farrell

9:00am Helen Stratoudakis, req. by Suzanne & Paul Holko &
Family

11:00am Eugene Golaszewski, req. by Diane Voyentzie
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PASTOR’S LETTER

Well, our long 17-year streak of wonderful picnic
weather came to an end last Sunday when we had
to cancel the Family Picnic due to rain. And it sure
did rain! Luckily, we saw the stormy forecast in
time to cancel the tents, chairs, food, and other
items before being charged. So, we look forward
to next year while keeping our short-term focus
on the Parish Appreciation Luncheon, tentatively
scheduled for November 15th at the Candlewood
Inn.

More definitive information will follow next week.
Thank you to Mike Carneglia and the picnic
committee for all your efforts again this year!

Our Gospel reading this week is about doing the
Father’s will. Most of the time that causes no
friction in our lives because we always strive to do
the right thing. But there are circumstances when
our will conflicts with God’s will, and neither is
necessarily “wrong” in and of themselves. It all
comes down to learning to do the right thing,
especially when it conflicts with our wants and
desires. Jesus showed us the way on Calvary
when He said to His Father, “Not my will, but Your
will be done.” Live and learn.

This weekend after the Masses, George Ahwad
will be in the pavilion selling religious items from
the Holy Land. Make sure to stop over and see
him after Mass. Coffee and donuts will also be in
the pavilion weekend after the 9:00 AM and 11:00
AM Masses.

Father O’Neill

. In coordination with the Wedding Jubilee Mass taking

place next Saturday in the Diocese, we will offer a blessing

SEPTEMBER 27, 2026 for married couples at all Masses next weekend. 02



OUR STAFF AND CONTACTS

Pastor

Rev. George F. O’Neill
Pastor@stjosephbrookfield.com

Non-Resident Priest

Msgr. Robert E. Weiss

MsgrWeiss@diobpt.org

Deacon, Facilities Manager

Dcn. Louis F. Howe Sr.
DcnlLou@stjosephbrookfield.com

Deacon

Dcn. Peter J. Kuhn

203.775.1035 | DcnPeter@stjosephbrookfield.com
Deacon

William J. Shaughnessy

203.775.1035 | BillShaughnessy703@gmail.com
Parish Secretary

Rita Golaszewski

203.775.1035 | RitaG@stjosephbrookfield.com

FORMATION & SACRAMENTS
Baptism, Marriage, OCIA

Call the Parish Office at 203.775.1035
203.775.1035

Religious Education

See Staff section above

Altar Servers

Call the Parish Office at 203.775.1035

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES

Parish Council

Andrew Pacuk, Chairman
Finance Council

Christopher T. Raines, Chairman

917.514.5974

203.775.1035

Bookkeeper
Christine Blonski, ChrisBlonski@stjosephbrookfield.com

Religious Education Coordinator
Patricia Smith, PatSmith@stjosephbrookfield.com

Religious Education Assistant
Kathy Bailo, KathyBailo@stjosephbrookfield.com

Director of Music
David Kendall, MusicDirector@stjosephbrookfield.com

Choir Director
Arianna Hanley, Cantor@stjosephbrookfield.com

Ignite Youth Ministry Coordinator
Grace Zaloski, Grace.Zaloski@stjosephbrookfield.com

MEN’S MINISTRIES
Retreats

Tom Wall

Men of St. Joseph

Jim Steffen

George Lauri

Knights of Columbus
Greg Dembowski

WOMEN'’S MINISTRIES

Retreats, Women'’s Reflection & Prayer Group
Mrs. Barb Roeder 203.470.3832
Mary Martha
Mrs. Pat Font

203.417.6037

203.775.8676
203.775.1531

203.733.7209

203.775.1035

SUPPORT & COMMUNITY MINISTRIES

8th Station Bereavement
Mrs. Mary Shaughnessy
Mrs. Pat Tharrington

203.775.9138
203.775.4836

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
WEEKEND OF SEP 19-20

Collection Basket $5,970.00
Online Giving $6,333.50
Weekly Total $12,303.50

Thank you so much for your generosity.
May God bless you now and always.
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Outreach to Sick & Shut-In
Sr. Mary Ann Socha, CMGT 203.240.0757
Sandwich Angels

Jack Lappin 203.775.1035

DONATE ONLINE

Donating online is easy!
Simply aim your phone
camera at the QR code and
follow the link. Thank you for
your support.

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH



WEEKLY READINGS

SUNDAY, SEP 27, 2026

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Love indeed

Saint Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556) advised his followers:
“LLove consists in sharing what one has and what one is
with those one loves.” Who are the people you love?
Family, friends, God? Do you share what you have and
who you are (warts and all) with these people? Do you
make yourself vulnerable and available to others?
Observe a cross section of the apparent sinners and
saints you run across each day. Who is showing their love
for others in deeds rather than words? They are the true
disciples of Christ. Emulate them.

Ezekiel 18:25-28; Philippians 2:1-11 or Philippians 2:1-5;
Matthew 21:28-32 (136). “The man came to the other son
and gave the same order. He said in reply, 'Yes, sir,” but
did not go.”

MONDAY, SEP 28, 2026

MEMORIAL OF LAWRENCE RUIZ AND COMPANIONS,
MARTYRS

If | had a thousand lives ...

Saint Lawrence Ruiz, patron saint of the Philippines and
the first canonized Filipino martyr, died in 1637 and was
elevated to sainthood in 1987. A Dominican-educated
altar boy who grew up to become a clerk, marry, and
have children, he was falsely accused of murder and fled
on a ship to Japan in the company of missionaries. Once
there, he was arrested and tortured for being a Christian,
but he refused to recant his faith and was executed,
saying, “Had | a thousand lives, all these to Him shall |
offer.” What sacrifices are you willing to make for your
faith?

Job 1:6-22; Luke 9:46-50 (455). “Whoever receives me
receives the one who sent me.”

TUESDAY, SEP 29, 2026

FEAST OF MICHAEL, GABRIEL, & RAPHAEL, ARCHANGELS
What angels do

According to Saint Augustine, the word angel is not a
description of the creature, it’s a description of the job
these spirits do—that is, serve as messengers of God'’s
purposes. They are reliable messengers, says Jesus,
because they “always behold the face of my father in
heaven.” We can trust such messengers because they do
not lose sight of God. Today we celebrate the feast of
three archangels—Michael, who spoke regularly to the
prophets; Gabriel, who announced the births of John the
Baptist and Jesus; and Raphael, whose nhame means “God
has healed.” Let’s learn from them to keep our eyes on
God.

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; John 1:47-51 (647). “You will see
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son of Man.”

WEDNESDAY, SEP 30, 2026

Spiritual family first

Jesus didn’t exactly embrace the concept of the traditional
family. Rather he preferred to call “family” those who followed
him and spread his gospel—in other words, his disciples. For
example, when a would-be disciple said he had to first
perform the sacred duty of burying his deceased father, Jesus
replied, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but as for you, go
and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Harsh words, but it was
his way of saying that those who did not completely respond
to his call were dead—not physically like the father, but
spiritually. In honor of Saint Jerome, renowned translator of
scripture whose feast we celebrate today, spend time with the
good book and understand more about your spiritual
heritage.

Job 9:1-12, 14-16; Luke 9:57-62 (457). "I will follow you
wherever you go.”

THURSDAY, OCT 01, 2026

Find your match

When we hear the word vocation, especially in church, we
tend to think of people interested in priesthood and religious
life, of which we hear, rightly, there are too few. But vocation
begins further back than that. It is, in the words of author
John Neafsey, not only “what makes me happy” or “what | am
good at.” It is “what the world needs from us, what kind of
contribution we might be able to make for the betterment
and redemption of this troubled world we live in.” The world—
the church included—needs the best leaders it can get.
Whatever you do, look for the match between your gifts and
the needs of the community.

Job 19:21-27; Luke 10:1-12 (458). “The harvest is abundant but
the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send
out laborers for his harvest.”

FRIDAY, OCT 02, 2026

MEMORIAL OF THE HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS

Someone to watch over us

“See, | am sending an angel before you, to guard you on the
way and bring you to the place | have prepared” (Exodus
33:20). Is there a more comforting thought than that each of
us has an angel whose job it is to guard us on our way? This
long-cherished truth has been largely dismissed in our literal,
scientific society. Nevertheless, it is a scientific fact that
whatever we turn our attention toward, we notice. The shirt
you’re wearing right now, for instance, or the bird outside your
window. Today let’s be aware of the subtle guidance, that
gentle nudging toward the good—and follow it. Could that be
our angel?

Job 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Matthew 18:1-5, 10 (459/650). “Do not
despise one of these little ones, for | say to you that their
angels in heaven always look upon the face of my heavenly
Father.”

©2026 TrueQuest Communications. All rights reserved. Noncommercial

reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with permission
from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 04




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & YOUTH NEWS

ONLINE WORK DUE THIS WEEK

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Sacrament of Confirmation, for those students
who completed their preparation for this Sacrament
in May, will take place on Friday, October 2nd. We ask
you to keep them in your prayers as they receive the
last of the Sacraments of Initiation.

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 6

Ch. 2: Heaven is Our Home & Assessment
Ch. 2: The Blessed Trinity & Assessment

Ch. 2: God Created the World & Assessment
Ch. 1: The Fall of Man & Assessment

Ch. 1: | Believe & Assessment

Ch. 1: God Gives Us the Law & Assessment

“How do angels greet each other?”

e FAMHFUL FUNANES

“Halo!”

Angels are spiritual beings created by
~AT God. St. Augustine calls them “the mighty
i ones who do His word, hearkening to the
voice of His word.”

[T

IGNITE YOUTH GROUP
GRADES 7-12, FRIDAY EVENINGS

For more information, as well as the full Ignite calendar, please go

to: www.stjosephbrookfield.com/ignite-youth-ministry

Prayer Campaign:
Sanctity of Human Lifc

JJoen Ldsas TV Pray for i Lbtirn and thicer Futures

Adoration Chapel: Year 2 Stats to Date

13 10 0667

hours of prayer

The Adoration Chapel is open daily from 5:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
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¢ [ “A joyful heart is good

26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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CHURCH & DIOCESAN EVENTS

GOLF TOURNAMENT & RAFFLE

The Macksey-Elston Memorial Golf Tournament
will be held on Wednesday, October 7 at Richter
Park in Danbury. Proceeds benefit the needy. Don’t
golf? Join us for dinner—$40/person. To pay online
for sponsorships and/or golf registration, visit
macksey-elstongolf.square.site. Raffle tickets will
be sold next weekend after Masses.

RELICS OF PADRE PIO OF PIETRELCINA

Relics of St Pio of Pietrelcina will travel to nine
parishes across Fairfield County, September 23 -
October 1. Relics included are his glove, a lock of
his hair, and a piece of his mantle.

Visit bridgeportdiocese.org/st-pio-novena/ for
details including the dates and times of the visits at
the nine parishes.

BETHLEHEM
HANDICRAFTS

THIS WEEKEND!

George and Katherine Awwad, representatives of The
Good Shepherds of Bethlehem are visiting our parish
this weekend, September 26th and 27th.

They will be offering a beautiful collection of hand-
carved olive wood religious items made by Christian
families in Bethlehem and the surrounding Holy Land
villages.

Your purchase directly supports these families and
helps sustain Christian presence in the land of Jesus’
birth, where many are struggling due to conflict and
limited economic opportunities.

Please take a moment after Mass to visit their display
and consider purchasing a hand-crafted item for
yourself or as a meaningful gift.

Your support makes a real difference in the lives of
our brothers and sisters in Christ in The Holy Land.
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THIS WEEK @ ST. JOSEPH
H Scan the QR code to go to our
online calendar of events.
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 @ 1:00PM

T

SJC BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY

Coping with the loss of a loved one can weigh us
down physically, emotionally and spiritually, but it is
not a journey we need to walk alone.

St. Joseph’s 8th Station Bereavement Ministry offers
comfort and help during the grieving process.

This group meets the 2nd Saturday of each month,
at 10:00 AM in the Parish Center. The sessions are
led by Mary Shaughnessy and Patricia Tharrington.

ST. MARGUERITE FALL FESTIVAL

St. Marguerite is hosting their 34™ annual Fall Festival
on Saturday November 7, Qam-4pm. There will be
vendors and crafts, food, baked goods, and a vareity
of holiday gifts. Entry is free.

ST. ROSE OF LIMA

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED
CATHOLIC SPEAKER & AUTHOR

DR. EDWARD

N [
: &

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH



Anne H. Lynn,

M.S. CCC-A, FAAA
Licensed & Certified
Clinical Audiologist

Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations
Hearing Aids, Repairs, Service
Custom Earmold Products
Participating w/most Health Ins.
203-304-9744
107 Church Hill Rd., Ste. 2E
Sandy Hook, CT
annehear711@gmail.com

Advertise in Our
Church Bulletin!

Ei@ A.Q.ReS

Follow us on

Connect with your CT Roofing
Professionals today
Fully Licensed and Insured: #HIC 0633301

Affordable ~ Quality
Reliable ~ Professional
We offer a guarantee on all our jobs
to make sure you are satisfied.
New Roofing * Roof Repairs
Gutters ¢ Siding ° Painting

203-470-0974 | www. amerlcanqual|tyroof|ngands|d| g.com
Serving the community and all of CT for over 21 years.

Contact Renee Dubiel
rdubiel@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x3600

State Farme
Providing Insurance
and Financial Services
Parishioner

STATE FARM

IF YOU LIVE ALONE [ N
MDMedAlert!™ 51?3;;

v Ambulance/Police
v/ Family/Friends
s/ GPS & Fall Alert* £° l\ .

HOW: 800 809 3510

56 Danbury Road

New Milford, CT 06776

ph#: 860-210-9020

faxd: 860-210-0382

toll free#: 1-866-216-1146
rosemary@butlersfagent.com

Call Us For Auto Home,

Small Business and Life Ins. md- mEdalert com

Mitchell

Since 1945.

ENERGY PRODUCTS & SERVICES

CALL US TODAY FOR:
HEATING OIL & PROPANE
GAS LOG FIREPLACES
ENERGY EFFICIENT EQUIPMENT

(203) 744-0600
nemitchell.com

HOD #145 CT Lic. #390200
—

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

833-287-3502

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

[AUI' Authorized

Provider | SafeStreets

Aiello Roofing
& Remodeling Co, LLC
Serving Fairfield County 35 Years
860-350-3801
203-241-9300

Psalm 91: 4
John 11: 25
Hebrews 12: 1-2

\

GRANDIZRIX
MO TORS,

EXPERT
AUTO CARE &
24/7 TOWING
SERVICES IN
DANBURY, CT

CALL 203-743-3737

www.grandprixtowing.com
www.grandprixrepairs.com
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Support Our Advertisers!

Little
space.
Big
impact.

WE APPRECIATE
OUR ADVERTISERS

They allow us to
print this bulletin.
Thank youl!

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  www.4lpi.com

Advertise here to

reach your local
audience.

St. Joseph, Brookfield, CT

Scan to get
started!
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TIM WILDER N staepetimsort | 5
TREE CARE PAN I%{ Garage Doors for almost a Century . RN DENTAL

rd i © The Genuine. The Original. -

3" Generation MAIDLLS & DENNIS TEEKING, DMD, MAGD

CT Arborist The Best Cleaning Service () Q’ERHEAD Doo \*

‘ > A (203) 426-0500
RErgxﬁ:};Gs;ﬁé:g t;zinssi?mitlgzurw Overhead Door Company of Brookfield 184 Mt. Pleasant Rd.
203-313-0894 / 203-733-8515 || 54 FEDERAL ROAD, BROOKFIELD Newtown

203.270.1012 Newtown s Phone 203-740-7691

www.timwildertreecare.com www.panimaidllc.com || . . caddoorbrookield.com www.pleasantdental.net

S

| L) | CENTRAL
Q ® /‘ /A’\ AlR, LLc. < Locally
RECOVER MORE | ¢ LS| SERVICEWITH QUALITY 602 Operatea
e Heating & Cooling Services for over 20 years!

WITH
‘. 1-844-FOR-SKOR

Service * Installation * Maintenance
(203) 546-7776 * Centralairlic.com l |

Custom Roofing

Experienced 4% Licensed Technicians
336 FEDERAL ROAD, BROOKFIELD CT 06804

@& www.skorlaw.com

Siding

57 Main Street
Danbury, CT

EVERY DETAIL

Dig

Green Funeral Home

Proudly Caring For Families Since 1935

Burials, Cremations, Pre-arrangements, Monuments and Inscriptions

Construction

860.333.8689

. rinaldiroofingri.com
NICY® 203-748-2131

MEMORIAL Family Owned by twin brothers

REMEMBERED® Nick & Matt Rinaldi

SIERIO

ASPHALT PAVING

www.Asilveriopaving.com
203-748-5689

Tmmacuare

| Grill = Chill.

203.885.0330
138 Federal Rd, Brookfield

Sunday, October 18
2:00 - 4:00PM

immaculatehs.org/visit

/A\ssociated

REFUSE HAULERS
We want your garbage!

4,6,10, 12/15, 20 & 30 cu. yd.
Construction/Cleanup Containers

203-426-8870
www.associatedrefuse.com
¢ Jennings
a Dilx Prngggg

OIL & PROPANE DELIVERY

860-354-4303 » 203-790-1406

HTG 391968 HOD 156 & 1164

®

Get this bulletin
delivered straigh
to your inbox
every week.

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

i

Daniel T. Honan - Funeral Director, Manager
www.honanfh.com
honanfuneralhome@shbcglobal.net

:Hnngm

SCAN TO VISIT
OUR WEBSITE

(‘//,7/1/7//////” ‘
58 Main Street, Newtown, Connecticut 06470
203-426-2751

; ”cKenna L m

ORTHODONTICS |

DMD, MDS

DANBURY OFFICE NEW FAIRFIELD OFFICE
131 Deer Hill Avenue 1 Gillotti Road

Danbury, CT 06810
(203) 790-9155

New Fairfield, CT 06812
(203) 746-5500

Find strength in our family

Our family serving yours sii

Brookfield Funeral
786 Federal Road e Brool
(203) 775-355

www.CornellMemori

i Basement
ﬁm & Solutions, LLC

‘m il Guaranteed Dry Waterproofing

1-800-504-0007 %—

www.BasementSolutionsCT.com
Basement and Crawlspace Waterproofing Basement Soluions LLC

catholicmaich’

Connecticut

CatholicMatch.com/CT

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Serving (Counecticut for over 30 yeans
Showers, Windows, \V
Automotive, |y
Custom Glass and more! &

CONTACT US TO GET A QUOTE!
brookfieldglass.com -(203) 775-1776

P\

CANDLEWOOD
INN

private waterfront setting
for elegant events
in Brookfield, CT

o~

weddings

kw

KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY

Lou Capellaro
REALTOR®

Cell: 203-826-4501
loucapellaro@kw.com

Brookfield Resident

Office Address: 19 Church Hill Rd, Newtown, CT 06470

holiday parties
sweet 16
proms
galas
b g g

203-775-4517

www.thecandlewoodinn.com

St. Joseph, Brookfield,

CT 03-0272



	WEEKLY READINGS
	SUNDAY, SEP 27, 2026
	TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	Love indeed
	Saint Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556) advised his followers: “Love consists in sharing what one has and what one is with those one loves.” Who are the people you love? Family, friends, God? Do you share what you have and who you are (warts and all) with these people? Do you make yourself vulnerable and available to others? Observe a cross section of the apparent sinners and saints you run across each day. Who is showing their love for others in deeds rather than words? They are the true disciples of Christ. Emulate them.
	Ezekiel 18:25-28; Philippians 2:1-11 or Philippians 2:1-5; Matthew 21:28-32 (136). “The man came to the other son and gave the same order. He said in reply, 'Yes, sir,' but did not go.”
	MONDAY, SEP 28, 2026

	If I had a thousand lives …
	Saint Lawrence Ruiz, patron saint of the Philippines and the first canonized Filipino martyr, died in 1637 and was elevated to sainthood in 1987. A Dominican-educated altar boy who grew up to become a clerk, marry, and have children, he was falsely accused of murder and fled on a ship to Japan in the company of missionaries. Once there, he was arrested and tortured for being a Christian, but he refused to recant his faith and was executed, saying, “Had I a thousand lives, all these to Him shall I offer.” What sacrifices are you willing to make for your faith?
	Job 1:6-22; Luke 9:46-50 (455). “Whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.”
	TUESDAY, SEP 29, 2026

	What angels do
	According to Saint Augustine, the word angel is not a description of the creature, it’s a description of the job these spirits do—that is, serve as messengers of God’s purposes. They are reliable messengers, says Jesus, because they “always behold the face of my father in heaven.” We can trust such messengers because they do not lose sight of God. Today we celebrate the feast of three archangels—Michael, who spoke regularly to the prophets; Gabriel, who announced the births of John the Baptist and Jesus; and Raphael, whose name means “God has healed.” Let’s learn from them to keep our eyes on God.
	Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; John 1:47-51 (647). “You will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man."
	WEDNESDAY, SEP 30, 2026

	Spiritual family first
	Jesus didn’t exactly embrace the concept of the traditional family. Rather he preferred to call “family” those who followed him and spread his gospel—in other words, his disciples. For example, when a would-be disciple said he had to first perform the sacred duty of burying his deceased father, Jesus replied, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Harsh words, but it was his way of saying that those who did not completely respond to his call were dead—not physically like the father, but spiritually. In honor of Saint Jerome, renowned translator of scripture whose feast we celebrate today, spend time with the good book and understand more about your spiritual heritage.
	Job 9:1-12, 14-16; Luke 9:57-62 (457). "I will follow you wherever you go."
	THURSDAY, OCT 01, 2026

	Find your match
	When we hear the word vocation, especially in church, we tend to think of people interested in priesthood and religious life, of which we hear, rightly, there are too few. But vocation begins further back than that. It is, in the words of author John Neafsey, not only “what makes me happy” or “what I am good at.” It is “what the world needs from us, what kind of contribution we might be able to make for the betterment and redemption of this troubled world we live in.” The world—the church included—needs the best leaders it can get. Whatever you do, look for the match between your gifts and the needs of the community.
	Job 19:21-27; Luke 10:1-12 (458). “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.”
	FRIDAY, OCT 02, 2026
	MEMORIAL OF THE HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS


	Someone to watch over us
	“See, I am sending an angel before you, to guard you on the way and bring you to the place I have prepared” (Exodus 33:20). Is there a more comforting thought than that each of us has an angel whose job it is to guard us on our way? This long-cherished truth has been largely dismissed in our literal, scientific society. Nevertheless, it is a scientific fact that whatever we turn our attention toward, we notice. The shirt you’re wearing right now, for instance, or the bird outside your window. Today let’s be aware of the subtle guidance, that gentle nudging toward the good—and follow it. Could that be our angel?
	Job 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Matthew 18:1-5, 10 (459/650). “Do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven always look upon the face of my heavenly Father.”




