
 

 

  

 



 

 

Page 1                                   Saint Joseph Church 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. George F. O’Neill, Pastor 

Pastor@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Rev. Lawrence F. Carew, Non-Resident Priest 

FrCarew@diobpt.org 
Msgr. Robert E. Weiss, Non-Resident Priest 

MsgrWeiss@diobpt.org 
Deacon Jeffrey J. Font 

DcnJeff@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Deacon Louis F. Howe, Sr., Facilities Manager 

DcnLou@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Deacon Peter J. Kuhn 

DcnPeter@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Deacon William J. Shaughnessy 

BillShaughnessy703@gmail.com 
Rita Golaszewski, Parish Secretary 

RitaG@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Patricia Smith, Religious Education Coordinator 

PatSmith@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Kathy Bailo, Religious Education Assistant 

KathyBailo@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Grace Zaloski, Ignite Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Grace.Zaloski@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Christine Blonski, Bookkeeper 

chrisblonski@stjosephbrookfield.com 
David Kendall, Director of Music 

MusicDirector@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Arianna Hanley, Choir Director 

Cantor@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Renzo Ortega, United High School Ministry Coordinator 

rortega@strosechurch.com 
  

PARISH OFFICE 
Phone: 203.775.1035  Fax: 203.775.1684 

Web Site: www.stjosephbrookfield.com 
Email: ParishSec@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Hours: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM, Monday thru Friday* 
Emergencies: (203)209-4908 

 
                Mail:  163 Whisconier Road 
  Brookfield, CT 06804 
  
 GPS Address: 1 Obtuse Hill Rd 
        Brookfield, CT 06804 

*CLOSED HOLIDAYS AND HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday  –  8:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil – 5:00 PM 
Sunday - 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 AM 

Monday-Friday - 7:45 AM 
 

 

All Masses live-streamed on the Parish Website  
 

CONFESSIONS  
Tuesday: 7:00-8:00 PM  (With Eucharistic Adoration) 

Saturdays: 4:00-4:45 PM 
 

Interested in becoming a Catholic? We’d love to have you!  Call 
the Parish Office to learn about our O.C.I.A. Program. 

*To add parish events, to the calendar,  contact                                            
Bulletin@stjosephbrookfield.com 

PRAYING FOR PEACE AND REPARATION 
We invite you to stay at the end of Sunday Mass – following the clos-
ing hymn – and join us in praying three “Hail Mary’s” for Peace: in 
our World, in our Families and in our Hearts. We also pray the Pray-
er to St. Michael the Archangel, for healing and reparation in our 
Church.  The Prayer to St. Michael can be found  on the back inside 
cover of the St. Augustine Missal. 

YOU BELONG HERE 
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and 

grow—a day at a time.  

Sunday, Jul 06, 2025 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Do some heavy liȅing 
A homilist once said, “The church serves the kingdom of God. It is 
not the kingdom of God.” The church is not all of the kingdom but 
the best way to it. And God’s kingdom is already here. Jesus taught 
it is among us but not quite complete. God plays a central role in 
bringing the kingdom to its fullness, of course, but we disciples 
have to do some of the heavy liȅing, too, to move toward a time 
when evil does not get the last word; sinners who seek it receive 
forgiveness; the suffering of those who are poor wanes; and every-
one takes up God’s offer of new life forever. It’s a pretty good deal. 
How are you proclaiming and working toward it? 
Isaiah 66:10-14c; Galatians 6:14-18; Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 or 10:1-9 
(102). “Yet know this: the kingdom of God is at hand.” 
 
Monday, Jul 07, 2025 
When in doubt 
Some people seem to be born with the giȅ of deep faith. They ap-
pear to have an intuitive grasp of the spiritual side of life and to 
know God is always with them. The rest of us must endure long 
periods of doubt and uncertainty that are only occasionally inter-
rupted by brief moments of spiritual clarity. Saint John of the Cross 
advises us to “Live in faith and hope, though it be in darkness, for 
in this darkness God protects the soul.” Ask yourself, “Where am I 
on the continuum between faith and doubt?” Is it possible that the 
Lord is with you and you don’t know it? Ask God to shine his light 
into your darkness. 
Genesis 28:10-22a; Matthew 9:18-26 (383). “Truly, the Lord is in this 
spot, although I did not know it!” 
 
Tuesday, Jul 08, 2025 
Wrestle with your fears and doubts 
When you think of an encounter with God, what’s the first image 
that comes to mind? Wrestling? Maybe not, but it’s a powerful bibli-
cal image. Think of Jacob, who grappled with the angel of God. At 
the time, Jacob feared for his life because he was in dangerous 
territory. Would God remain with him in his hour of need? For Ja-
cob, a crisis of faith followed. So did a wrestling match. How oȅen 
do we wrestle with God? In illness, financial hardship, and other 
troubles, we may try to lash out at God or try to negotiate. A monk 
once told author Nikos Kazantzakis that he wrestled with God. 
“With God!” Kazantzakis exclaimed. “And you hope to win?” The 
monk replied. “I hope to lose.” Pray that in your next battle with 
God, despite feeling bruised and battered, you emerge with greater 
self-knowledge and stronger faith. 
Genesis 32:23-33; Matthew 9:32-38 (384). “But Jacob said, ‘I will not 
let you go until you bless me.’” 
 
Wednesday, Jul 09, 2025 
A tough job but everyone has to do it 
We tend to think that the word apostle—which means “one who is 
sent”—appears only in the gospels, yet the term is also used in 
Saint Paul’s letters to mean “one who has seen the risen Lord and 
has been commissioned to proclaim the Resurrection.” And in fact 
all believers in Christ are commissioned to evangelize. As Pope 
Saint John Paul II says, “No believer in Christ, no institution of the 
Church can avoid this supreme duty: to proclaim Christ to all peo-
ples.” But spreading the Good News is no easy task. The early disci-
ples were scoffed at, scolded, beaten, and tortured for delivering a 
message that frightened and confused many even as it liberated 
and heartened a few. Prepare for blowback as you fight the good 
fight. 
Genesis 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a; Matthew 10:1-7 (385). “Jesus 
sent out these Twelve aȅer instructing them.” 

Thursday, Jul 10, 2025 
Turn the tables 
The Israelite Joseph had it tough as the second youngest in a family 
of 12 brothers. Picked on and resented because he was his dad 
Jacob’s favorite, Joseph is sold into slavery by his brothers. The 
next time he meets up with his brothers, years later, the tables are 
turned. Joseph is in a position of power, and his brothers are the 
vulnerable ones. It wouldn’t have taken much for Joseph to tap into 
feelings of hurt, betrayal, and rage and respond measure for meas-
ure. But instead, he draws on love and reacts with kindness and an 
outpouring of generosity. We, too, have that capacity for a love that 
is bigger than hurt. Remember that the next time a family resent-
ment challenges you. 
Genesis 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5; Matthew 10:7-15 (386). “It was 
really for the sake of saving lives that God sent me here ahead of 
you.” 
 
Friday, Jul 11, 2025 
MEMORIAL OF BENEDICT, ABBOT 
What it takes to follow the Rule 
Saint Benedict’s famous Rule was originally written as a guide for 
those living in monastic communities he had founded or had gath-
ered around him. Ever since, though, the Rule of St. Benedict has 
been a source of guidance and inspiration for many people seeking 
to live more faithful Christian lives. “This message of mine is for 
you,” Benedict wrote in the prologue to the Rule, “if you are ready 
to give up your own will, once and for all, and armed with the 
strong and noble weapons of obedience to do battle for Christ the 
Lord.” All it takes is a simple, “Here I am, Lord” to be ready to follow 
the rule. 
Genesis 46:1-7, 28-30; Matthew 10:16-23 (387). “There God, speak-
ing to Israel in a vision by night, called, ‘Jacob! Jacob!’ He an-
swered, ‘Here I am.’" 
 
Saturday, Jul 12, 2025 
MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Keep it simple 
Today is National Simplicity Day in honor of the birth of Henry Da-
vid Thoreau, a 19th-century U.S. transcendental philosopher and 
author. “Our life is frittered away by detail,” says Thoreau in Wal-
den, “Simplify, simplify, simplify!” As we enter into the dog days of 
summer that advice is welcome. But remember that same advice as 
work and family obligations heat up come fall. Living simply takes 
effort and strict attention. As Carmelite nun Saint Thérèse of Lisieux 
insists, “Our Lord needs from us neither great deeds nor profound 
thoughts. Neither intelligence nor talents. He cherishes simplicity." 
Where will simplicity lead you? Perhaps where it led Saint Oscar 
Romero: to live “simply and justly in solidarity with the poor.” 
Genesis 49:29-32; 50:15-26a; Matthew 10:24-33 (388). “Do not be 
afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” 
©2024 TrueQuest Communications. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permis-
sion from TakeFiveForFaith.com.  



 

 

Page 3                                               14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear Josephites, 
 
It is with deep gratitude and heartfelt joy that I write to you as I 
return once again to St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. Being back in 
this warm and faith-filled parish community brings great comfort 
and happiness. I have fond memories of the two months I spent 
here last summer and I’m truly looking forward to reconnecting 
with all of you during my two-month stay this summer. 
 
It has been a full year since I returned to Rome to continue my 
theological studies. Many of you will remember that I spent two 
wonderful months here last summer, during which I had the priv-
ilege of praying with you, celebrating the sacraments and shar-
ing in your daily lives. That time leȅ a lasting impression on my 
heart and I am so thankful to be back among familiar faces. 
 
Since my return to Rome last fall, life has been a busy and fruitful 
journey. My classes resumed in October, and the rhythm of study 
quickly took hold—lectures, readings, assignments, exams and 
the ongoing challenges of academic life. Being a priest-student is 
both a humbling and enriching experience. It is a unique giȅ to 
continue deepening my understanding of the faith, not only for 
my own formation, but so that I may better serve the People of 
God wherever I am called. 
 
This past year has also been deeply significant for the Church as 
we entered into the Jubilee Year, proclaimed by the Holy Father. 
The Jubilee officially began on Christmas Eve, December 24, 
2024, and will conclude on January 6, 2026, the Feast of the 
Epiphany. With the theme “Pilgrims of Hope,” this Holy Year in-
vites all of us — clergy, religious, and laity alike — into a season 
of spiritual renewal, pilgrimage, reconciliation and hope. 
 
Being in Rome during this Jubilee has been a profound experi-
ence. The city is filled with pilgrims from around the world, each 
bringing their faith, their prayers and their longing for God’s mer-
cy. It is moving to see so many people walking through the Holy 
Doors, attending Mass, going to confession and seeking spiritual 
renewal. In the midst of the crowds and the bustle, there is an 
unmistakable sense of sacred purpose. 
 
What strikes me most is the visible witness of hope that so many 
of these pilgrims carry with them. Despite the challenges of our 
world — conflict, suffering, uncertainty — so many faithful con-
tinue to seek Christ with open hearts. Their presence is a testa-
ment to the enduring power of faith and it has inspired me deep-
ly in my own vocation. 
 
Now, as I spend the summer once again with this wonderful par-
ish, I hope to walk with you in this season of grace. Whether in 
the sacraments, in conversation, or simply in shared prayer, I 
look forward to reconnecting with each of you. Please continue 
to pray for me, as I hold all of you in my daily prayers as well. 
 
Let us continue this journey together—as true Pilgrims of Hope, 
trusting in the Lord who walks always beside us. 
 
God Bless! 
Fr. Reagan Fernandes sfx 
 

Devotions, Explained! 
St. Michael Prayer 

 
The prayer to St. Michael invokes the protection of the archan-
gel Michael in the ongoing spiritual battle for the souls of all 
mankind. This prayer was composed by Pope Leo XIII and its use 
was instituted in 1886 at the end of Low Mass, a tradition which 
continued until the liturgical reforms of the Second Vatican 
Council. A popular story regarding its origin claims that the Pope 
wrote this prayer aȅer having a vision of demonic spirits de-
scending on Rome.  
 
Michael is mentioned as one of God’s seven archangels in the 
Book of Enoch and is presented by Revelations 12:7-12 as the 
warrior angel who cast Satan from heaven. He is therefore tradi-
tionally venerated as a protector against the forces of evil and a 
guardian of the Church. 
 
The Prayer to St. Michael is still commonly said at the end of the 
rosary and by some parishes aȅer the conclusion of Mass.    ©LPi 

FATHER REAGAN 

Peace be with you! 
 
The cavalry has arrived! Welcome back, Fr. Reagan Fernandes. Fa-
ther Reagan will be with us for two months after returning from his 
academic year in Rome. He is studying at The Pontifical Theological 
Faculty Marianum, the only institution of higher education offering 
a Licentiate and Doctorate with a specialization in Mariology. Father 
Reagan has registered for a Doctorate in Sacred Theology with a 
specialization in Mariology. Since last fall, he has attended courses 
covering various topics in Mariology, including the Dogmas of the 
Assumption, the Immaculate Conception, and Mary in the Scrip-
tures. This year, he will begin researching and writing his doctoral 
dissertation. Clearly, we have a soon-to-be-renowned scholar in our 
midst! 
 
We officially launched our 5000 Hours for Life program last week, 
and I’m encouraged by your participation. I’ll provide a running 
total in the bulletin every few weeks. As a reminder, when you 
spend time in prayer in the Adoration Chapel for the protection of 
all human life from conception until natural death by Divine design, 
and for special grace for women facing decisions about unplanned 
pregnancies, you contribute to this initiative. Please remember to 
record your prayer time in the logbook at the chapel entrance. 
 
You may have noticed activity in the baptistry area with the installa-
tion of new flooring. Our goal is to make the space where our chil-
dren are welcomed into the Church special and beautiful. A new 
baptismal font, donated in memory of a parishioner who sadly 
passed away earlier this year, is being crafted and will be delivered in 
a few weeks. More information about the donor will be shared 
when the font arrives. 

God love you! 
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IGNITE for Grades 7 & 8 
Friday Nights during the school year 

 
For more information, registration, and 

calendar, go to: 
 

www.stjosephbrookfield.com/ignite-
youth-ministry 

 
 UNITED: Sunday Nights  @ 6:30PM 

for Grades 9-12 

EDJE NEWS & UPDATES 

Registration for our 2025-2026 Religious Education Program closed as of June 30th.  If you missed the 
enrollment period and wish to register,  please call the office (203-775-1035) and ask to speak to Pat or 
Kathy.  We will be happy to forward a registration form to you.  Late registrations, submitted aȅer the 
enrollment period closed on June 30th, will incur a late fee.  

www.ctunitedyouth.com 
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Monday,  July 7 
7:45 AM - Genevieve Chenis, req. by friends 
Tuesday, July 8 
7:45 AM -  Intentions of All Our Parishioners 
Wednesday,  July 9 - St. Augustine Zhao Rong & Companions 
7:45 AM -  Joe, Fern, & Peter Rajcula, req. by family 
Thursday, July 10 
7:45 AM - Daniel C. Castagna, req. by Betty Stahl 
Friday, July 11 - St. Benedict 
7:45 AM - Sean Young, req. by the D’Ostilio Family 
Saturday, July 12 
8:00 AM - Anita Dembiczak, req. by June Schutz 
5:00 PM - Ann Florio, req. by Donna & Richard Horree 
Sunday, July 13 - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 AM -  MaryJane Amabile, req. by Joe Moore  
9:00 AM -  Leonard Fernandes, req. by The Canney Family 
11:00 AM -  John O’Keefe req. by Rita & Gene Golaszewski  

 WEEKEND OF  
Jun 28-29, 2025 

PARISH MINISTRIES  
Liturgy  
Altar Servers    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.775.1035 
Choir Director - Arianna Hanley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  203.775.1035  
Faith Formation and Sacraments  
Religious Education  Coord. - Ms. Pat Smith . . . .   203.775.1035, ext. 3807  
RCIA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   203.775.1035 
Scheduling Baptisms – Mrs. Rita Golaszewski. . .   203.775.1035, ext. 3802  
Marriage Scheduling/Prep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.775.1035 
Prayer & Devotion  
Men’s Retreat – Jeff Roeder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.470.1506  
Women’s Retreat – Mrs. Barb Roeder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.470.3832  
Men of St. Joseph  
 Jim Steffen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.775.8676  
 George Lauri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     203.775.1531 
Men’s Ministry Meeting - Mr. Andy Pacuk . . . . . . . . . . . . .     917.514.5974  
Parish Councils and Administration  
Parish Council – Mr. Andy Pacuk, Chairman. . . . . . . . . . .  917.514.5974  
Finance Council – Christopher T. Raines, Chairman. . . .  203.775.1035  
Other Ministries & Organizations  
8th Station Bereavement Ministry  
  Mrs. Mary Shaughnessy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.775.9138  
  Mrs. Pat Tharrington. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.775.4836  
Mary-Martha Ministry – Mrs. Pat Font . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   203.775.1035  
Women’s Reflection & Prayer Group – Mrs. Barb Roeder .  203.470.3832  
Outreach to Sick/Shut-In – Sr. Mary Ann Socha, CMGT ..  203.240.0757 

Sunday Offertory:  $11,369.50 
Includes $6,009.50 in Online Giving  

 
 

We  are very grateful for your weekly support of our  
parish—thank you so much for your generosity. May 

God Bless You now and always. 

Coping with the loss of a loved one can weigh us down physically, emo-
tionally and spiritually, but it is not a journey we need to walk alone.  
 
St. Joseph’s 8th Station Bereavement Ministry offers comfort and help 
during the grieving process.  
 
This group meets the 2nd Saturday of each month, at 10:00 AM in the 
Parish Center. The sessions are led by Mary Shaughnessy and Patricia 
Tharrington. 

THOSE FOR WHOM WE PRAY  
FOR THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S HEALING, STRENGTH, AND COMFORT:  
Baby Albert Docktor, Johnathan Iamartino, Wendy Ricard, Fr. 
Joseph Pettit  

If you’d like to try Online Giving , simply 
scan the code to donate today. 
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Anne H. Lynn, 
M.S. CCC-A, FAAA

Licensed & Certified 
Clinical Audiologist

Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations
Hearing Aids, Repairs, Service

Custom Earmold Products
Participating w/most Health Ins.

203-304-9744
107 Church Hill Rd., Ste. 2E

Sandy Hook, CT
annehear711@gmail.com

State Farm®

Providing Insurance 
and Financial Services
Parishioner

Rosemary Butler - Agent
56 Danbury Road

New Milford, CT 06776
ph#: 860-210-9020
fax#: 860-210-0382

toll free#: 1-866-216-1146
rosemary@butlersfagent.com

Call Us For Auto Home, 
Small Business and Life Ins.

Psalm 91: 4
John 11: 25

Hebrews 12: 1-2

Aiello Roofing
& Remodeling Co, LLC

Serving Fairfield County 35 Years

860-350-3801
203-241-9300

Connect with your CT Roofing
Professionals today

Fully Licensed and Insured: #HIC 0633301

 Affordable ~ Quality 
 Reliable ~ Professional
 We offer a guarantee on all our jobs
  to make sure you are satisfied.
 New Roofing • Roof Repairs 
 Gutters • Siding • Painting

203-470-0974 | americanqualityroofingandsiding.com
Serving the community and all of CT for over 21 years.

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Erica Johnson

ejohnson@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x6810

203-313-0894 / 203-733-8515
www.panimaidllc.com
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The Genuine. The Original.

Overhead Door Company of Brookfield
549 FEDERAL ROAD, BROOKFIELD

Phone 203-740-7691
www.overheaddoorbrookfield.com

Living the Legacy Since 1921
Raising Expectations and  

Garage Doors for almost a Century

We want your garbage!
4, 6, 10, 12/15, 20 & 30 cu. yd.

Construction/Cleanup Containers
203-426-8870

www.associatedrefuse.com

OIL & PROPANE DELIVERY
FULL SERVICE

860-354-4303 • 203-790-1406 

 JENNINGSOIL.COM
HTG 391968    HOD 156 & 1164

Connecticut
CatholicMatch.com/CT

Daniel T. Honan - Funeral Director, Manager
www.honanfh.com

honanfuneralhome@sbcglobal.net

Family Owned And 
Operated Since 1903

58 Main Street, Newtown, Connecticut 06470
203-426-2751

Open Daily in ShopRite Plaza
143 Federal Rd. Brookfield, CT
203-740-2224 or
Go To www.brookfieldwine.com 
Curb-side pickup or home delivery

Special Orders Welcome • Wine Tasting Daily

Serving Connecticut for over 30 years
Showers, Windows, 
Automotive, 
Custom Glass and more!
CONTACT US TO GET A QUOTE!
brookfieldglass.com -(203) 775-1776

Basement 
Solutions, LLC

Guaranteed Dry Waterproofing
1-800-504-0007

www.BasementSolutionsCT.com
Basement and Crawlspace Waterproofing

57 Main Street
Danbury, CT 203-748-2131

Green Funeral Home
Proudly Caring For Families Since 1935

Burials, Cremations, Pre-arrangements, Monuments and Inscriptions

EVERY DETAIL REMEMBERED®

DENNIS TEEKING, DMD, MAGD

New Patients Welcome!
203-426-0500 

 www.pleasantdental.net

Our family serving yours since 1913

Brookfield Funeral Home
786 Federal Road • Brookfield, CT

(203) 775-3555 
www.CornellMemorial.com

Find strength in our family

S E RV I C E  W I T H  Q UA L I T Y
Heating & Cooling Services

Service • Installation • Maintenance

(203) 546-7776 • Centralairllc.com

Experienced G Licensed Technicians
3 3 6  F E D E R A L  R O A D ,  B R O O K F I E L D  C T  0 6 8 0 4

Locally 
Owned & Operated 

for over 20 years!

Custom Roofing

Siding

Construction

860.333.8689
rinaldiroofingri.com

Family Owned by twin brothers

Nick & Matt Rinaldi


