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PARISH STAFF 
Rev. George F. O’Neill, Pastor 
Pastor@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Rev. Lawrence F. Carew, Non-Resident Priest 
FrCarew@diobpt.org 

Msgr. Robert E. Weiss, Non-Resident Priest 
MsgrWeiss@diobpt.org 

Deacon Louis F. Howe, Sr., Facilities Manager 
DcnLou@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Deacon Peter J. Kuhn 
DcnPeter@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Deacon William J. Shaughnessy 
BillShaughnessy703@gmail.com 

Rita Golaszewski, Parish Secretary 
RitaG@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Patricia Smith, Religious Education Coordinator 
PatSmith@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Kathy Bailo, Religious Education Assistant 
KathyBailo@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Grace Zaloski, Ignite Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Grace.Zaloski@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Christine Blonski, Bookkeeper 
chrisblonski@stjosephbrookfield.com 

David Kendall, Director of Music 
MusicDirector@stjosephbrookfield.com 

     Arianna Hanley, Choir Director 
Cantor@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Renzo Ortega, United High School Ministry Coordinator 
rortega@strosechurch.com 

  
PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 203.775.1035  Fax: 203.775.1684 
Web Site: www.stjosephbrookfield.com 

Email: ParishSec@stjosephbrookfield.com 
Hours: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM, Monday thru Friday* 

Emergencies: (203)209-4908 
 

                Mail:  163 Whisconier Road 
  Brookfield, CT 06804 
  
 GPS Address: 1 Obtuse Hill Rd 
        Brookfield, CT 06804 

*CLOSED HOLIDAYS AND HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday  –  8:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil – 5:00 PM 
Sunday - 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 AM 

Monday-Friday - 7:45 AM 
 

 

All Masses live-streamed on the Parish Website  
 

CONFESSIONS  
Tuesday: 7:00-8:00 PM  (With Eucharistic 

Adoration) 
Lenten Saturdays: 3:45-4:45 PM 

 
Interested in becoming a Catholic? We’d love to have you!  
Call the Parish Office to learn about our O.C.I.A. Program. 

*To add parish events, to the calendar,  contact                                            
Bulletin@stjosephbrookfield.com 

PRAYING FOR PEACE AND REPARATION 
We invite you to stay at the end of Sunday Mass – following the clos-
ing hymn – and join us in praying three “Hail Mary’s” for Peace: in our 
World, in our Families and in our Hearts. We also pray the Prayer to 
St. Michael the Archangel, for healing and reparation in our Church.  
The Prayer to St. Michael can be found  on the back inside cover of the 
St. Augustine Missal. 

YOU BELONG HERE 
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and 
grow—a day at a time.  

Sunday, Feb 22, 2026 
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT; RITE OF ELECTION 
Pray for your fellow travelers 
Now is the time to become aware of your parish’s catechumens or 
candidates. Assure them that you are walking with them all 
through the season. At the Easter Vigil the assembly will witness 
their Baptism into the Lord. Make room in your daily prayer for 
these people who are taking significant steps to orient themselves 
toward the cross and Resurrection of Jesus. Ask them to pray for 
you. Let the joy of being a companion brighten your own journey as 
well as theirs. They are soon to be your sisters and brothers in 
Christ. Recognize today that you have a role to play to provide en-
couragement and example to the elect on their path toward the 
Paschal Mystery. 
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Romans 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19; Matthew 4:1-11 
(22). “Through one righteous act, acquittal and life came to all.” 
 
Monday, Feb 23, 2026 
Bring Christ into focus 
In our Creed, we profess faith in “all that is seen and unseen.” The 
unseen is not only the parts of the created universe we’ve yet to 
discover but the Spirit’s workings we’ve yet to comprehend. Jesus 
tells us he can be found in the least of our brothers and sisters, yet 
most of us squint and strain and still find our vision blurred. Next 
time you pass one who is hungry and thirsty, try to see your father, 
mother, child, spouse, or friend in the face looking up at you. Could 
you pass that person by? No? Now see in that face the one who 
saved you for all eternity. Can you refuse to lend him a hand? See-
ing is believing. 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18; Matthew 25:31-46 (224). “Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?” 
 
Tuesday, Feb 24, 2026 
Heaven is at hand 
Think about the Lord’s Prayer and the words “who art in heaven.” 
Those words are not referring to heaven as a distant place. It is the 
place we can enter here and now. The “Our Father” reveals not so 
much where God is but who God is and how God acts. God is holy. 
God is in charge. God hears and responds to the needs of those 
who call for help. God offers forgiveness and shows us how to for-
give. God does not abandon us to temptation but rather delivers us 
from the prison of evil. God is the one on whom we rely, because 
Jesus taught us to trust no other. The Lord’s Prayer invites us to get 
our daily dose of the divine. 
Isaiah 55:10-11; Matthew 6:7-15 (225). “Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.” 
 
Wednesday, Feb 25, 2026 
Relapse and restart 
Just one week ago, each of us vowed to avoid temptations and 
distractions and turn our attention toward God. How’s it going? 
Remember change is a process—as one psychology professor put 
it: “It’s a marathon, not a 100-yard dash.” No doubt you still have 
many moments each day when you forget who loves you and who 
deserves your love. Don’t worry. The key is to not give up when you 
slip up. Remember the words of Saint Josemaría Escrivá: "A saint is 
a sinner who keeps trying." Let your relapses strengthen your re-
solve to be all the more aware of your need for God. Indeed, you 
are powerless without the power of God. 
Jonah 3:1-10; Luke 11:29-32 (226). “No sign will be given it, except the 
sign of Jonah.” 

Thursday, Feb 26, 2026 
What should we ask for? 
Even those who rarely think of God know how to pray in case of 
emergency. We are readily moved to pray when someone we love 
is sick or in need, or when we ourselves are lost or scared. But is 
there a prayer for other times, when the immediate concern is not 
so pressing? The church recommends this formula: Pray first for 
the universal church and its leaders. Second, pray for the world 
and global concerns. Next, intercede for the sick, remember the 
dead, and pray for your faith community. And finally, pray for your-
self and what you need to become whole, healthy, and holy. 
Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Matthew 7:7-12 (227). “Ask and it will be 
given to you.” 
 
Friday, Feb 27, 2026 
Leave your giȅ and go be reconciled 
While Lent is about being turned around and setting things right 
with God, it is not only a matter of regular churchgoing. In fact, 
Jesus says that offering a giȅ, a ritual sacrifice to God, definitely 
takes second place to being in right relationship with one another. 
Because, as Pope Francis says, "Outside of forgiveness there is no 
hope; outside of forgiveness there is no peace." Today’s a day of 
abstinence. Hunger pangs may be useful as physical reminders 
that we have fence-mending to do. Become reconciled with family 
members, friends, coworkers, not only asking forgiveness (which is 
hard enough), but also offering forgiveness—whether it’s request-
ed or not. That will be a worthy Lenten turnaround. 
Ezekiel 18:21-28; Matthew 5:20-26 (228). “Settle with your opponent 
quickly while on the way to court.” 
 
Saturday, Feb 28, 2026 
The secret lives of our enemies 
Love your enemy. It’s a simple statement. Clear. Concise. Direct. 
But oh, how it makes us squirm. Yet this commandment is the 
heart of Jesus’ message: love has no cut-off points. There is no end 
to loving. No time when we get to say, “Now you’ve done it. No 
more love for you.” Without God, unending love is impossible. It is 
only in God—living inside the mind and heart of God—that loving 
our enemies becomes possible and, indeed, the most natural way 
to live. Consider this insight from Henry Wadsworth Longfellow as 
you turn to face your enemies today: “If we could read the secret 
history of our enemies, we should find in each man’s life sorrow 
and suffering enough to disarm all hostility.” 
Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Matthew 5:43-48 (229). “Love your enemies, 
and pray for those who persecute you.” 
 
©2026 TrueQuest Communications. All rights reserved.  
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Peace be with you- 
 
It is with profound sadness that we announce the passing of 
Father Larry Carew this week. Father Larry passed away peace-
fully at home on Sunday morning, aȅer a courageous battle with 
the progression of pulmonary fibrosis. A beloved shepherd to 
our parish community until his recent retirement, Father Larry 
was a true blessing—offering compassionate spiritual direction, 
wise guidance, and unwavering faith to so many who sought his 
counsel. He will be deeply missed by all whose lives he touched. 
His Funeral Mass was celebrated on Friday at St. Joseph Church 
in Danbury, followed by his burial in the Priests’ Circle at St. Pe-
ter’s Cemetery in Danbury. 
 
May Father Larry rest in the peace and joy of eternal life. 
Any donations in Father Larry’s behalf can be made to the Chris-
tian Counseling Center of Greater Danbury. 
 
The beautiful medallion has just been installed in the center 
aisle of the church, just in time for Ash Wednesday and the Sea-
son of Lent. I am sure you’ll agree that it is magnificent. The 
quote “Ecce sum Panis Vitae” —I am the Bread of Life —is cer-
tainly appropriate at the center-aisle Communion stations. 
The final stage of Phase Three of the flooring project will be the 
installation of handrails for entry into the sanctuary. They have 
been ordered and are scheduled to be installed within two 
weeks. 
 
It is with sincere and humble gratitude that we thank Dr. Vince 
and Lucy Miscia for funding the sanctuary flooring and medal-
lion project. We are truly blessed by their kindness to St. Joseph 
Church. Vince and Lucy are parishioners from Bridgewater who 
have relocated to Nebraska but still faithfully watch the 11:00 
a.m. Sunday Mass on our parish website. Thank you, Lucy and 
Vince!  

Palm Cross Sale 

PALM CROSS SALE 

Your Guide to Lent 

Ash Wednesday marked the beginning of a solemn season of 
penance. The day itself is a day of fasting and abstinence to 
begin the season of Lent. As you journey through these 40 days, 
think of it as “tune up” for our faith, taking some time to renew 
ourselves through prayer, meditation, and education. The Len-
ten season is a 40 day period of reflection and penance that 
prepares us to celebrate the passion, death, and resurrection of 
Christ. Making restitution for sin as well as disciplining our 
hearts and minds to focus on God is the purpose of penance. It 
helps us restore a sense of balance to our souls, thrown off kil-
ter by sin. Penance includes personal sacrifice, self-denial, fast-
ing, almsgiving, and charitable works. ©LPi  

Overview 

1. Prayer 

God invites us into a relationship with Him that is both personal 
and communal. He speaks to us through His Son, Jesus Christ, 
the Word-made-flesh. Prayer is our response to God who is al-
ready speaking or, better yet, revealing Himself to us. There-
fore, prayer is not merely an exchange of words, but it engages 
the whole person in a relationship with God the Father, through 
the Son, and in the Holy Spirit. Regarding how to pray, various 
forms of prayer are presented in the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (CCC 2623-2649). These various forms include prayer of 
blessing or adoration, prayer of petition, prayer of intercession, 
prayer of thanksgiving, and prayer of praise. *  

2. Almsgiving 

The foundational call of Christians to charity is a frequent theme 
of the Gospels. During Lent, we are asked to focus more intently 
on "almsgiving," which means donating money or goods to the 
poor and performing other acts of charity. As one of the three 
pillars of Lenten practice, almsgiving is "a witness to fraternal 
charity" and "a work of justice pleasing to God." (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, no. 2462)*.  

3. Fasting 
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IGNITE for Grades 7 –12 
Friday Nights during the school year 

 
For more information, registration, 

and calendar, go to: 
 

www.stjosephbrookfield.com/ignite-
youth-ministry 

 
If Friday Nights don’t work for you 

but Sunday nights do,  please check 
out  

www.ctunitedyouth.com 

EDJE ONLINE WORK DUE FEBRUARY 22 
My Catholic Faith Delivered 

Grade 1 Lesson 22: The Holy Spirit Comes & Assessment 
Grade 2 Chapter 24: He is Risen, Alleluia & Assessment 
Grade 3 Lesson 22: Offering Jesus to the Father & Assessment 
Grade 4 Lesson 21: For This I Have Come & Assessment 
Grade 5 Lesson 21: He is Risen & Assessment 

Grade 6 
Lesson 22: Come Into His Presence Singing for Joy & As-
sessment 

LENTEN CONFESSIONS 
 
As part of our Religious Education Program all 
children in grades 3-6 are provided their own spe-
cial times to receive the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion during Lent.  Each grade has been assigned 
two dates which are listed below and all are Tues-
days. 
 
      February 24th Grades 3 and 4 
      March 3rd  Grades 4 and 5 
      March 10th  Grades 5 and 6 
      March 17th  Grades 6 and 3 
 
Confessions will be from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  If 
you have two or more children, please feel free to 
bring them on the same night.  We also have con-
fessions on Saturdays from 3:45 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.   

EDJE GOOD DEEDS 
 

“I helped a kid solve a puzzle.”  Submitted by Lian 
 
“I put mail in the box.” Submitted by Mackenzie 

Lenten Stational Churches Pilgrimage 
The Diocese’s Lenten Pilgrimage continues with daily Masses in 
30 churches Feb. 18, 2026 (Ash Wednesday) through April 2 
(Holy Thursday morning). For more info: https://
www.bridgeportdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Lenten-
Pilgrimage-Schedule-and-Locations-for-Masses.pdf 
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Monday,  February 23 - St. Polycarp 
7:45 AM - William Sheridan, req. by Steve & Patti Dempsey 
Tuesday,  February 24 
7:45 AM -  Carol Ronan, req. by Gerald Ronan 
Wednesday,  February 25 
7:45 AM -  Intentions of All Our Parishioners 
Thursday, February 26 
7:45 AM -  Serafina D’Amato, req. by Nicola & Judy DiSavino 
Friday, February 27 - St. Gregory of Narek 
7:45 AM - Charles McGorty, req. by the McGorty Family 
Saturday, February 28 
8:00 AM - Marcia Riordan, req. by family 
5:00 PM - Frances Mary Wall, req. by June Schutz 
Sunday, March 1 - 2nd Sunday of Lent 
7:30 AM -  Dorothy Grana, req. by June Schutz 
9:00 AM -  Peter Brown, req. by Margaret McCabe 
11:00 AM - Patrick Mannion, req. by Kurt & Ann Guth 

 WEEKEND OF  
Feb 14-15, 2026 

PARISH MINISTRIES  
Liturgy  
Altar Servers    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.775.1035 
Choir Director - Arianna Hanley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  203.775.1035  
Faith Formation and Sacraments  
Religious Education  Coord. - Ms. Pat Smith . . . .   203.775.1035, ext. 3807  
RCIA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   203.775.1035 
Scheduling Baptisms – Mrs. Rita Golaszewski. . .   203.775.1035, ext. 3802  
Marriage Scheduling/Prep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.775.1035 
Prayer & Devotion  
Men’s Retreat – Jeff Roeder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.470.1506  
Women’s Retreat – Mrs. Barb Roeder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.470.3832  
Men of St. Joseph  
 Jim Steffen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.775.8676  
 George Lauri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     203.775.1531 
Men’s Ministry Meeting - Mr. Andy Pacuk . . . . . . . . . . . . .     917.514.5974  
Parish Councils and Administration  
Parish Council – Mr. Andy Pacuk, Chairman. . . . . . . . . . .  917.514.5974  
Finance Council – Christopher T. Raines, Chairman. . . .  203.775.1035  
Other Ministries & Organizations  
8th Station Bereavement Ministry  
  Mrs. Mary Shaughnessy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.775.9138  
  Mrs. Pat Tharrington. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.775.4836  
Mary-Martha Ministry – Mrs. Pat Font . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   203.775.1035  
Women’s Reflection & Prayer Group – Mrs. Barb Roeder .  203.470.3832  
Outreach to Sick/Shut-In – Sr. Mary Ann Socha, CMGT ..  203.240.0757 

Sunday Offertory:  $14,877.50 
Includes $6,557.50 in Online Giving  

 
St. Joseph Annual Appeal: $150,113 (100% of goal) 

 
Thank you so much for your generosity. May God Bless You 

now and always. 

Coping with the loss of a loved one can weigh us down physically, emo-
tionally and spiritually, but it is not a journey we need to walk alone.  
 
St. Joseph’s 8th Station Bereavement Ministry offers comfort and help 
during the grieving process.  
 
This group meets the 2nd Saturday of each month, at 10:00 AM in the 
Parish Center. The sessions are led by Mary Shaughnessy and Patricia 
Tharrington. 

THOSE FOR WHOM WE PRAY  
FOR THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S HEALING, STRENGTH, AND 

COMFORT:  
Baby Albert Docktor, Johnathan Iamartino, Wendy Ricard, Fr. 
Joseph Pettit, Teresa Von Thaden, Kevin Elston 

If you’d like to try Online Giving , simply 
scan the code to donate today. 



State Farm®

Providing Insurance 
and Financial Services
Parishioner

Rosemary Butler - Agent
56 Danbury Road

New Milford, CT 06776
ph#: 860-210-9020
fax#: 860-210-0382

toll free#: 1-866-216-1146
rosemary@butlersfagent.com

Call Us For Auto Home, 
Small Business and Life Ins.

Psalm 91: 4
John 11: 25

Hebrews 12: 1-2

Aiello Roofing
& Remodeling Co, LLC

Serving Fairfield County 35 Years

860-350-3801
203-241-9300

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

Connect with your CT Roofing
Professionals today

Fully Licensed and Insured: #HIC 0633301

	 Affordable ~ Quality 
	 Reliable ~ Professional
	 We offer a guarantee on all our jobs
	  to make sure you are satisfied.
	 New Roofing • Roof Repairs 
	 Gutters • Siding • Painting

203-470-0974 | www.americanqualityroofingandsiding.com
Serving the community and all of CT for over 21 years.

Follow us on

Anne H. Lynn, 
M.S. CCC-A, FAAA

Licensed & Certified 
Clinical Audiologist

Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations
Hearing Aids, Repairs, Service

Custom Earmold Products
Participating w/most Health Ins.

203-304-9744
107 Church Hill Rd., Ste. 2E

Sandy Hook, CT
annehear711@gmail.com

EXPERT  
AUTO CARE &  
24/7 TOWING 
SERVICES IN 
DANBURY, CT
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Contact Kate Roux
kroux@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x8737



The Genuine. The Original.

Overhead Door Company of Brookfield
549 FEDERAL ROAD, BROOKFIELD

Phone 203-740-7691
www.overheaddoorbrookfield.com

Living the Legacy Since 1921
Raising Expectations and  

Garage Doors for almost a Century

OIL & PROPANE DELIVERY
FULL SERVICE

860-354-4303 • 203-790-1406 

 JENNINGSOIL.COM
HTG 391968    HOD 156 & 1164

Connecticut
CatholicMatch.com/CT

Daniel T. Honan - Funeral Director, Manager
www.honanfh.com

honanfuneralhome@sbcglobal.net

Family Owned And 
Operated Since 1903

58 Main Street, Newtown, Connecticut 06470
203-426-2751

Open Daily in ShopRite Plaza
143 Federal Rd. Brookfield, CT
203-740-2224 or
Go To www.brookfieldwine.com 
Curb-side pickup or home delivery

Special Orders Welcome • Wine Tasting Daily

Serving Connecticut for over 30 years
Showers, Windows, 
Automotive, 
Custom Glass and more!
CONTACT US TO GET A QUOTE!
brookfieldglass.com -(203) 775-1776

Basement 
Solutions, LLC

Guaranteed Dry Waterproofing
1-800-504-0007

www.BasementSolutionsCT.com
Basement and Crawlspace Waterproofing

57 Main Street
Danbury, CT 203-748-2131

Green Funeral Home
Proudly Caring For Families Since 1935

Burials, Cremations, Pre-arrangements, Monuments and Inscriptions

EVERY DETAIL REMEMBERED®

DENNIS TEEKING, DMD, MAGD

New Patients Welcome!
203-426-0500 

 www.pleasantdental.net

Our family serving yours since 1913

Brookfield Funeral Home
786 Federal Road • Brookfield, CT

(203) 775-3555 
www.CornellMemorial.com

Find strength in our family

S E RV I C E  W I T H  Q UA L I T Y
Heating & Cooling Services

Service • Installation • Maintenance

(203) 546-7776 • Centralairllc.com

Experienced G Licensed Technicians
3 3 6  F E D E R A L  R O A D ,  B R O O K F I E L D  C T  0 6 8 0 4

Locally 
Owned & Operated 

for over 20 years!

Custom Roofing

Siding

Construction

860.333.8689
rinaldiroofingri.com

Family Owned by twin brothers

Nick & Matt Rinaldi

TIM WILDER
TREE CARE
3rd Generation  
CT Arborist

203.270.1012 Newtown
www.timwildertreecare.com

REMOVAL • SHAPING
PRUNING & MORE

Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates

203-313-0894 / 203-733-8515
www.panimaidllc.com

We want your garbage!
4, 6, 10, 12/15, 20 & 30 cu. yd.

Construction/Cleanup Containers
203-426-8870

www.associatedrefuse.com

203.885.0330
138 Federal Rd, Brookfield
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