
 

 
 

 

 

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s — P . O .  B o x  3 2 9 ,  O r a n g e  G r o v e ,  T X  7 8 3 7 2  

Thursday: 5:30 PM  
Saturday: 5:00 PM - 5:30 PM 

Sunday: 5:30PM 
 

Please contact Fr. James by phone 
or email if you need to make an  
appointment for Confession or 

Anointing of the Sick. 

St. John of the Cross 

 

Mon., Tues., Wed., and Thurs. 

 
8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

CLOSED FOR LUNCH 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

OFFICE IS CLOSED 

Fri., Sat., & Sun. 

Physical  Address—303 County  Road 185,  Sandia ,  TX 78373 

Parish Office: 
361-384-2795    

 
Mission Website: 

www.st-johnog.org/sfoa 
 

Pastor: 
Rev. James Stembler 

 
Pastor’s Email: 

pastorsjoc@gmail.com 
 

Mission Office Email: 
saintjohn0003@gmail.com 

 

 

Bulletin Email 
saintjohn0006 @gmail.com 

 

S t .  F r a n c i s  o f  A s s i s i  M i s s i o n   

Sunday: 9:15 AM 
St. John of the Cross 

Saturday: 6:00 PM 

Sunday: 7:30 AM, 11:00 AM ~ English 

6:00 PM ~ Spanish 

Daily Mass: 
Mon. , Tues., & Fri. ~ 8:00 AM 

Thurs. (Sp.) ~ 6:00 PM ~  

Adoration ~ 

Thurs. (Sp.) - 6:30PM 

1st Saturday Mass: 8:00 AM 

  Mass Schedule Reconciliation Parish Office Hours 

 



 

  

Coastal Bend Food Bank distributions at 9AM at                                       
St. John of the Cross on Thursday, September 3 and 
at St. Francis of Assisi on Saturday, September 26 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS # 8335      NEXT MEETING:   SEPTEMBER 1 

We remember these service personnel in each  
‘Mass for the Families of the Parish’ 

 

Air Force:  Juan Luis Alonzo, Jr; Vincent Gordon; 
 Preston Holliday; Christopher Lauer II; 
 Alayah Moore; Deborah Thomas; 
 Audry Winstead 
 

Army:  Father Jim Craig, Magdeleena Delaney,  
 Celine De Los Santos,  Allen McDonald,  
 Jacob Madrid, Eduardo Enrique Perales,             
 Robert Ponce, Fernando Ramos III,  
 Anthony Rios, Tyree Winstead  
 

Coast Guard:  Corey Bunton and Joshua Salinas  
 

Marines:  Aurora Alarcon, Hunter Frees, and Andre Rodriguez 
 

Navy:  Cory Elyasevich, Diane Martinez, Aubrey McCown,  
  Andrew Saenz, Robert Silva, and Noah Vasquez 
 

ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY! 
 

Please call the parish office or use the online form to submit 
names & branch of service. 

May He bless all who are in need of His strength, especially:   
 

Ana Culpepper, Henry Garrett, Kenton Heider,                     
Paula Heider,  Gerald Lindsey, Melba Malik,                       
Cheryl Marshall,  Adrian Nunez, Daniel Nunez,                 
Phillip Torres, Paige Trevino, Adolfo Trevino, and                        
Bo Weaver  
 

    Praying for expecting mothers and their babies:  
Mary Margaret Skrobarczyk  

Please contact the parish office for any additions or deletions. 

The next bread and pastries distributions will be at 9AM 
     at SJoC on Wednesday, September 9, and at 
          St. Francis on Saturday, September 12.          

PREVIOUS WEEK 08/09/2026 CURRENT WEEK 08/16/2026 

Collection  $991.00 Collection  $678.00 

Our Living Church Bldg Fund $207.00 Catholic School Development $122.00 

PRAYER LIST 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Worship & Prayer 

Sun.-Aug. 23      9:15 AM  † Raymundo Villanueva (5 yrs) 
     by Anita Bazan 
People of the Parish  

Sun.-Aug. 30      9:15 AM † Raymundo Villanueva (5 yrs) 
     by Anita Bazan 
People of the Parish  

ALTAR & ROSARY SOCIETY  NEXT MEETING:  OCTOBER 5 @ 2PM 

Stewardship of  Treasure 

Parish Organizations 

Works of Mercy 

Religious Education 

Praying for our Military 

  CASA DE LUCY MEETS TUESDAYS @ 9AM  

Loom Knitting ~ Parishioners are invited to meet in the parish hall on Mondays at 9AM to knit hats for patients at Driscoll Children’s           
Hospital Oncology Department.  Contact the parish office or Bertha Forbes for more information. 

2026 Bishop’s Stewardship Appeal ~ The SFoA 2026 BSA goal is $2,811 of which $3,270 has been pledged. With a projected 
$795 recurring gifts, SFoA has a total of $4,065 expected pledge & recurring gifts. That is 145% of the diocesan goal with 14%                     
of the parish participating in the 2026 BSA. 

Save the Dates - Registration and orientation for Religious Education:  
    Wed., Aug. 26, at 6:00PM, and Sun., Aug. 30, at 12:00 PM.  
Religious education begins Wednesday, September 2.  
All students in junior high thru high school and a parent/guardian must attend a mandatory orientation in the parish hall  to 

register.  Parents who have children in jr. high – high school AND elementary grades and the student(s) MUST attend the orientation to register 
ALL of their children. Parents who ONLY have children in elementary grades are not required to attend an orientation to register their 
child(ren) and can register in the Religious Ed building.  



 

 

Please join us at an official Installation Mass for 

The Very Reverend James G. Stembler  

on Sunday, September 20, 2026,  

at the 11AM Mass at St. John of the Cross Catholic Church.  

 

    Bishop Mario Avilés will formally present Father James G. Stembler to our parish.  

    All are invited to a potluck luncheon in the St. John parish hall immediately after Mass.   

    The Knights of Columbus will provide spaghetti. Please bring a side or dessert. 

    We have been blessed to have Father Stembler assigned as our pastor. Please keep him    
    in your prayers as he continues to transition to his new pastoral leadership and shepherd      
    our community. 

A Note From Our Pastor 

Greetings to all of you! I trust all is well with everyone as we begin this                                                              
Twenty-First Week in Ordinary Time.   
 

Just a reminder, I will be leaving on Monday afternoon to head to Grand Rapids,                                             
Michigan, for the National Council of Catholic Women Convention.  I will                                                    
return next Sunday, August 30th, in the afternoon.  There will be a visiting priest                                               
for the Sunday evening Spanish Mass on the 30th just in case a delay happens.                                                  
So that Mass will be covered.   
 

Looking forward to “being blessed among women,” renewing friendships from throughout the 
United States, and meeting new people.  Be assured that you will be in prayer while I am away, 
and I will be taking the Mass intentions with me to remember at the Masses that will be celebrated 
each day.  The weather is showing that it will be rainy and in the upper 70’s while I am there.  So, 
we will see… 
 

Someone asked me a question last week that I am sure is a question that may be on many minds, 
so here is an answer.  The person had come to the Solemnity of the Assumption Mass on Saturday 
morning the 15th, but also came to the Mass on Saturday evening (the Vigil Mass for Sunday the 
16th) and wondered if they could receive Communion at that Mass if they had received                     
Communion at the morning Mass.   
 

The official 1983 Code of Canon Law understanding is:  If you receive Communion once, you 
may receive Communion a second time on the same day, only if you fully participate at the        
second Mass.  You cannot just come to receive Communion and then leave.  As the Second          
Vatican Council’s document on the Sacred Liturgy teaches us, we are to fully and consciously        
participate in the celebration of Mass.  So, if you go to Mass once, you can go a second time, if 
you fully participate in that Mass.  
 

God bless us everyone!  
 

Fr. James G. Stembler 



 


