
 

 
 

 

 

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s — P . O .  B o x  3 2 9 ,  O r a n g e  G r o v e ,  T X  7 8 3 7 2  

Thursday: 5:30 PM  
Saturday: 5:00 PM - 5:30 PM 

Sunday: 5:30PM 
 

Please contact Fr. James by phone 
or email if you need to make an  
appointment for Confession or 

Anointing of the Sick. 

St. John of the Cross 

 

Mon., Tues., Wed., and Thurs. 

 
8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

CLOSED FOR LUNCH 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

OFFICE IS CLOSED 

Fri., Sat., & Sun. 

Physical  Address—303 County  Road 185,  Sandia ,  TX 78373 

Parish Office: 
361-384-2795    

 
Mission Website: 

www.st-johnog.org/sfoa 
 

Pastor: 
Rev. James Stembler 

 
Pastor’s Email: 

pastorsjoc@gmail.com 
 

Mission Office Email: 
Saintjohn0003@gmail.com 

 

 

Bulletin Email 
saintjohn0006 @gmail.com 

 

S t .  F r a n c i s  o f  A s s i s i  M i s s i o n   

Sunday: 9:15 AM 
St. John of the Cross 

Saturday: 6:00 PM 

Sunday: 7:30 AM, 11:00 AM ~ English 

6:00 PM ~ Spanish 

Daily Mass: 
Mon. , Tues., & Fri. ~ 8:00 AM 

Thurs. (Sp.) ~ 6:00 PM ~  

Adoration ~ 

Thurs. (Sp.) - 6:30PM 

1st Saturday Mass: 8:00 AM 

  Mass Schedule Reconciliation Parish Office Hours 

 



 

 We remember these service personnel in each  
‘Mass for the Families of the Parish’ 

 

Air Force:  Juan Luis Alonzo, Jr; Vincent Gordon; 
 Preston Holliday; Christopher Lauer II; 
 Alayah Moore; Deborah Thomas; 
 Audry Winstead 
 

Army:  Father Jim Craig, Magdeleena Delaney,  
 Celine De Los Santos,  Allen McDonald,  
 Jacob Madrid, Eduardo Enrique Perales,             
 Robert Ponce, Fernando Ramos III,  
 Anthony Rios, Tyree Winstead  
 

Coast Guard:  Corey Bunton and Joshua Salinas  
 

Marines:  Aurora Alarcon, Hunter Frees, and Andre Rodriguez 
 

Navy:  Cory Elyasevich, Diane Martinez, Aubrey McCown,  
  Andrew Saenz, Robert Silva, and Noah Vasquez 
 

May He bless all who are in need of His strength, especially:   
 
 

Ana Culpepper, Henry Garrett, Kenton Heider,  Paula 
Heider,  Gerald Lindsey, Melba Malik, Cheryl Marshall,                  
Adrian Nunez, Daniel Nunez, Phillip Torres,                   
Paige Trevino, Adolfo Trevino, and Bo Weaver  
 

    Praying for expecting mothers and their babies:  
Mary Margaret Skrobarczyk 

 

Please contact the parish office for any additions or deletions. 

Coastal Bend Food Bank distributions at 9AM at                                       
St. John of the Cross on Thursday, August 6, and 

at St. Francis of Assisi on Saturday, July 25. 

The next bread and pastries distributions will be at 9AM 
     at SJoC on Wednesday, July 22, and at 
          St. Francis on Saturday, August 8.          

PREVIOUS WEEK 06/28/2026 CURRENT WEEK 07/05/2026 

Collection  $1045.00 Collection  $922.00 

Our Living Church Building Fund $100.00 Our Living Church Building Fund 351.00 

Peter’s Pence Collection $121.00   

Religious Education Collection $100.00   

June Online Giving $976.00   

PRAYER LIST 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Worship & Prayer 

Sun.-July 12       9:15 AM People of the Parish  

Sun.-July 19       9:15 AM People of the Parish  

ALTAR & ROSARY SOCIETY  NEXT MEETING:  OCTOBER 5 @ 2PM 

Stewardship of  Treasure 

Parish Organizations 

Works of Mercy 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS # 8335  NEXT MEETING:   AUGUST 4 

Religious Education 

Praying for our Military 

CASA DE LUCY  

Loom Knitting ~ Parishioners are invited to meet in the parish hall on Mondays at 9AM to knit hats for patients at Driscoll Children’s           
Hospital Oncology Department.  Contact the parish office or Bertha Forbes for more information. 

There will be a second collection next week for our religious education program. Your donation ensures that our religious 
education teachers have the supplies needed to form the faith of our youth, including new textbooks, online sources, pens,          
crayons, etc. Your generosity in supporting our religious education program is truly appreciated! 

 

Let’s go on a Road trip with God ! Join us for a faith-filled fun week of bible stories, games, arts and crafts. 
VBS  July 20-24  5:30PM—8:00PM 

For students in kindergarten through fifth grade. A meal will be provided each evening. 
 

Save the date for religious education orientation and registration:  Wed., August 26, and Sun., August 30. Classes begin Wed., September 2. 



 

A Note From Our Pastor 

 
Greetings to all of you!  
 
As I have been telling people, it is so good to be back in Jim Wells County. 
When this millennium began, I was serving the people at St. Elizabeth 
Church  in Alice. Now, 26 years later, I am in this beautiful community of 
Orange Grove serving the people of St. John of the Cross and the mission 
of St. Francis of Assisi in Lagarto. What an honor it is to be here with you! God has crossed 
our paths for a reason, and I am looking forward to serving you and learning from you as 
my time here on this planet continues to unfold. 
  
“Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer. 
Those days of soda and pretzels and beer 
Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer. 
Dust off the sun and moon and sing a song of cheer.” 
  
Some of you might remember this song of Nat King Cole’s. The first time I heard it, I was             
watching a cartoon and singing it while following a bouncing ball. Remember those         
cartoons! The song always reminded me that summer was the time to relax. No school, no 
major responsibilities to fulfill, just time to enjoy the world around us. 
  
As you know, we are in the second half of the longest season of the Church 
year – Ordinary Time. We always think of God and the living out of our 
faith in the major seasons of the year, such as Advent/Christmas or Lent/
Easter. However, in the “lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer”, God is still 
present with us. Our faith can strengthen and wonderful things are           
happening. The Gospel is being shared; good evangelization is taking 
place. The Word is getting out to people. Even in the ordinary, humdrum, 
everyday times of life, God is at work. 
  
I walked around the parish property this morning – about a twenty-two-minute walk – and 
yes, it was hot!!!  But I realized that it is indeed a blessing to be here, and I am so happy to 
be here among you. I am ready to see how the good Lord is going to use me to help us       
continue to grow as St. John of the Cross parish, and St. Francis of Assisi mission. I will 
keep an open mind and heart to service and always know what a blessing it is to be here. 
  
Now, one question! Does anyone have an orange tree in their yard? 
  
God bless us everyone! 
 
 Fr. James G. Stembler 



 


