
 

 
 

 

 

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s — P . O .  B o x  3 2 9 ,  O r a n g e  G r o v e ,  T X  7 8 3 7 2  

Thursday: 5:30 PM  
Saturday: 5:00 PM - 5:30 PM 

Sunday: 5:30PM 
 

Please contact Fr. Patrick by phone 
or email if you need to make an  
appointment for Confession or 

Anointing of the Sick. 

St. John of the Cross 

 

Mon., Tues., Wed., and Thurs. 

 
8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

CLOSED FOR LUNCH 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

OFFICE IS CLOSED 

Fri., Sat., & Sun. 

Physical  Address—303 County  Road 185,  Sandia ,  TX 78373 

Parish Office: 
361-384-2795    

 
Parish Office Fax: 

361-384-0056 
 

Pastor: 
Rev. Patrick K. Donohoe 

 
Mission Office Email: 

Saintjohn0003@gmail.com 
 

 

Bulletin Email 
saintjohn0006 @gmail.com 

 
Mission Website: 

www.st-johnog.org/sfoa 

S t .  F r a n c i s  o f  A s s i s i  M i s s i o n   

Sunday: 9:15 AM 
St. John of the Cross 

Saturday: 6:00 PM 

Sunday: 7:30 AM, 11:00 AM ~ English 

6:00 PM ~ Spanish 

Daily Mass: 
Mon. , Tues., & Fri. ~ 8:00 AM 

Thurs. (Sp.) ~ 6:00 PM ~  

Adoration ~ 

Thurs. (Sp.) - 6:30PM 

1st Saturday Mass: 8:00 AM 

  Mass Schedule Reconciliation Parish Office Hours 

 



 

 

We remember these service personnel in each  
‘Mass for the Families of the Parish’ 

 
Air Force:  Vincent Gordon, Preston Holliday,  
 Christopher Lauer II, Alayah Moore,  
 Deborah Thomas, Audrey Winstead 
 

Army:  Father Jim Craig, Magdeleena Delaney,  
 Celine De Los Santos,  Allen McDonald,  
 Jacob Madrid, Eduardo Enrique Perales,             
 Robert Ponce, Fernando Ramos III, Anthony Rios, 
 Tyree Winstead  
 

Coast Guard:  Corey Bunton and Joshua Salinas  
 

Marines:  Aurora Alarcon, Hunter Frees, and Andre Rodriguez 
  

Navy:  Cory Elyasevich, Diane Martinez, and Noah Vasquez 
 

Please pray for our  
ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY! 

 
 

Please call the parish office or use the online form to submit names 
& branch of service. 

May He bless all who are in need of His strength, especially:   
 

Ana Culpepper, Henry Garrett, Kenton Heider,  Paula Heider,    
Gerald Lindsey, Melba Malik, Cheryl Marshall, Adrian Nunez, 
Daniel Nunez, Phillip Torres,  Paige Trevino, Adolfo Trevino, 
and Bo Weaver  

 

    Praying for expecting mothers and their babies:  
    Theresa Laurienti and Ricki Rodriquez Choat  

 

Please contact the parish office for any additions or deletions. 

Coastal Bend Food Bank distributions at 9AM at                                       
St. John of the Cross on Thursday, May 7, and 
at St. Francis of Assisi on Saturday, April 25. 

The next bread and pastries distributions will be at 9AM 
     at SJoC on Wednesday, April 22, and at 
          St. Francis on Saturday, May 9.          

PREVIOUS WEEK 03/29/2026 CURRENT WEEK 04/05/2026 

Collection  $672.00 Collection  $672.00 

  Our Living Church Bldg Fund $45.00 

PRAYER LIST 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Worship & Prayer 

Sun.-April 12     9:15 AM 
 

† Stuart Wofford by Robert & Nancy Vial 
Blessings on Robert & Nancy Vial on  
     their 52nd Wedding Anniversary  
     by Robert & Nancy Vial 
People of the Parish  

Sun.-April 19     9:15 AM † Jerry Cross by His Loving Family 
Faye Tucker –Birthday Blessings 
     by Robert & Nancy Vial 
People of the Parish  

ALTAR & ROSARY SOCIETY  NEXT MEETING:  MAY 4, 2026 @ 2PM 

Stewardship of  Treasure 

Parish Organizations 

Works of Mercy 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS # 8335 NEXT MEETING:   MAY 5, 2026 

Religious Education 

Praying for our Military 

CASA DE LUCY MEETS ON TUESDAYS @ 9AM.  

Casa de Lucy Helping Hands Quilting Ministry sews Prayer Quilts for the terminally / critically ill persons needing prayers.                                              
Please contact the office if you know anyone in need of a quilt. 

Loom Kitting ~ Parishioners are invited to meet in the SJoC parish hall on Mondays at 9AM to knit hats for patients at                                           
Driscoll Children’s Hospital Oncology Department.  Contact the parish office or Bertha Forbes for more information. 

     FHC Masses:  Sunday, May 3, at 9AM and 2PM.    Practice and third reconciliation Saturday, May 2, at 9AM 
 

  Confirmation Mass:  Wednesday, May 13, at 6:00PM, at SJoC.  Practice: Wed., May 6, at 6PM. 
 

Our Sacramental prayer partners are asked to return their crosses and/or rosaries to the parish office by April 23. 

 

2025 Tax statements Church Donation Records  ~ If you would like a statement of your church donations during        
2025 for tax filing, please call the Parish Office.  To save paper and postage, statements will only be provided upon request. 



 

A Note From Our Pastor 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
 
 Happy Easter! 
 
 Yes, Happy Easter! Lent goes for forty days from Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday. Officially the                                              
Easter Season goes on for fifty days from Easter Sunday (April 5th) until Ascension Thursday (May 24th). It is                                             
the celebrating the fifty days from Jesus’ resurrection until He ascends back to heaven to the right hand of the Father. Most 
Christian Churches  also have added the ten days from Ascension Thursday to Pentecost Sunday with the Descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon Mary, the Apostles, and the Disciples in the “Upper Room” where the Last Supper was celebrated. Pentecost            
Sunday is often referred to as the “birthday” of the Catholic Church, as it was the first day of Simon Peter’s powerful                                
Spirit-filled preaching about the Risen Christ that “some 3,000” (Acts 2:41) new disciples were baptized on that very day.  
 
 In our St. John of the Cross Church, eight persons were fully initiated into the Catholic Church on the Easter Vigil 
through Baptism, Confirmation, and their First Holy Communion. There was also an additional Confirmation and first Holy 
Communion for family members of the neophytes (newly baptized). 
 

The Easter Season actually has more significance as it was the time that Jesus after His resurrection continued to meet 
and give further instructions to the Apostles and disciples.  
 

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and            
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and   
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” (Acts 28:18-20) 

 
This special time is called the “Mystagogia” - the time of the “Mysteries of the Christian Life” were explained and 

lived for the very first time. The Baptism Sponsors (and Confirmation Sponsors) in the first century and even in today’s times 
were through the forty days of Lent were instructing and preparing their candidates to understand and be prepared for their  
Baptismal Promises. These Sponsors are actually at the celebration of these sacraments to walk with and to assist their          
candidate as they went through the ceremonies. The candidates are often so overwhelmed by the complexity of the ceremony 
with the actions, the questions, their responses, that the sponsor is right next to them to whisper to them the proper responses 
and to help them perform the movements and actions of the ceremony. The best modern-day image is the Maid/Matron of         
Honor and the Best Man at a wedding when the Bride and Groom are so excited and emotional that their minds often go blank 
as they try to remember all of the details of a ceremony that they have never experienced. For an example, think of them fixing 
the dress or the veil, holding the rings, holding the bridal bouquet, and such. 

At the Baptism, adult or child, the candidate goes through the sacramental ceremony leaving their old way of life and 
now starting their new life as a Christian and follower of the Jesus Christ. But how does a neophyte Christian live in a new      
lifestyle that they have never yet lived or experienced? And this is the real time of the role of the Baptismal and Confirmation 
Sponsors! The Sponsor has guided them and instructed them on the “new way of life”, but now the Sponsor helps them to        
understand and live the “new life” as a Christian, spending the next fifty days like Jesus did with the Apostles after the             
Resurrection until His Ascension, giving them the final instructions as their embark on this new journey of life.  

This is the deepest understanding of a Sacramental Sponsor, not to just be there for the ceremony or just to purchase 
any needed items/gifts, but to continually help them to learn and grow as a follower of Christ for the rest of their lives! The 
newly baptized (neophytes) have just gone through the Mystery, and now it is their time to learn and understand the Mysteries 
and “how to live them” on a daily basis and to create those new good habits of Faith – daily prayers, attendance at Mass and 
Holy Days, and many of the sacramentals (spiritual exercises and practices that support the Catholic Life i.e. rosary, crucifixes, 
devotional novenas, etc.). This is the life-long spiritual commitment made by the Sacramental Sponsor – to continue to lead and 
support their neophyte for the rest of their lives until they meet the Lord Jesus at the pearly gates of Heaven. Just as a newly 
married couple has a “honeymoon” (the first month from their         
wedding date until the first full moon following their marriage) living 
and experiencing their new life together, the newly Baptized have the 
fifty days of living and experiencing their new life as Christians which 
we call the Mystagogia! If you are a Sacramental Sponsor for                
someone, how are you doing in that life-long spiritual commitment? 

So, let us continue to pray for these new Sisters and Brothers 
in Christ as they begin their new journey with Christ. We need also to 
pray for their Sacramental Sponsors to be good and helpful examples 
to their neophyte Brother or Sister in Christ! 

 
Love and Prayers, 
Fr. Patrick 

Congratulations to the candidates who were fully                             
initiated  into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil. 



 

Community 

Liturgy & Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick:  Upon request – please call the office. Any               
person who is sick (either homebound or in the hospital) or about to 
have surgery, is encouraged to receive Anointing of the Sick. As 
current Federal Law prohibits hospitals from the release of any           
patient’s name. Father will not know you are in the hospital unless 
you call the office. 

Baptisms of Infants: (0 to 5 yrs.): Please bring the child’s civil birth 
certificate to the parish office to register the child, their parents & 
the Godparents for the one-hour  Pre-Baptismal Preparation Class. 
Godparents must be able to provide Certificates for Catholic               
Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation, & if married, Marriage 
Certificate in the Catholic Church. Donation for the class and     
Baptism is $30.00, for the class only  is $15.00. Date & time for         
the Baptism is scheduled after attending the Baptismal Class. 

 Confessions: The Sacrament of Reconciliation (or Confessions) is  
available on Thursday from 5:30 PM—6:00 PM and on Saturdays 
from 5:00 PM—5:30 PM and at any time by appointment with the 
Priest.   

 

Quinceañeras: The honoree and their family must be registered and  
participating in the parish for two years   prior to the year of the 
Quinceañera (or Quinceañero). The young person must have       
Baptism & Communion in the Catholic Church, & be attending the 
parish Religious Education Program. The family is strongly            
encouraged to contact the Church for 2 years before the intended 
date.             

Marriage: Arrangements must be made with the priest or deacon,     
preferably one year before the intended date, (minimum of six 
months in advance) to complete the necessary requirements.  At  
least one person must be an active and registered member of this 
parish. No wedding date is guaranteed until ALL diocesan          
requirements have been fulfilled. 

Blessing of Civil Marriages – If you were married before a judge, or      
a non-Catholic minister, and wish to be readmitted to Holy        
Communion, there needs to be a Blessing of your Civil Marriage. 
Please call the parish office and set up an appointment with Father 
Patrick so he can hear your particular situation and can guide you 
through the process. Father Patrick is always saying “Don’t wait! 
Start the process NOW!” 

Upcoming Parish Event 
 

       BBQ 1/2 Chicken plate fundraiser  

    Sunday, April 26, 11:00AM—1:00PM 
 

                 Plates are $12 and come with pinto beans and potato salad. 

            Tickets are on sale now!   

                     Get yours from a Knight today! 

                    DRIVE THRU with delivery to vehicle ONLY.  

The Coastal Bend Blood Center will be at St. John of the Cross on Sunday, April 19, from 8AM—1PM.  

Spring into action. Donate Blood. 
 

Appointments are recommended and walk—ins are welcome. Scan the QR code or call the Blood Center 
at 361-855-4943 to schedule your life-saving appointment.  

 

Donors will receive a Fishing for Donors t-shirt and a Longhorn Steakhouse coupon.                               
While supplies last. 

Senior Corner- 
 

The St. John of the Cross Joint and the Knights of Columbus Scholarships are now available in the church foyer, the parish office and 
the high school counselor’s office.   

  The KC Scholarship deadline is Thursday, April 30, and the Joint Scholarship deadline is Monday, May 4. 

  

Graduation Mass—Sunday, May 17, at 11AM.   

 Please let the parish office know if your graduating senior will participate. 



 

 

 

 

 

CORPUS CHRISTI CATHEDRAL: 

Sunday 9:30AM (ENG) 

and 11:00 AM (SPA) 

Available at: KDF-TV Ch 47 (9:30AM only), 
KLUX 89.5HD, or Diocese of CC Website 

Facebook: 

     www.facebook.com/ 

     Stjohnogtx 

Keep in touch with us via email & text! 

Text SJCOG to 84576 

Or Connect with us online at: 
www.stjohnog.flocknote.com 

Flocknote Social Media Live Streaming 

Diocesan News 

CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES ~ Bishop Mario A. Avilés, C.O. is hosting a fun celebration for our 
graduates on Sunday, April 26 from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
 

It will be a gathering filled with food, games, music,  and more. Students will have an opportunity to  meet 
fellow graduates and learn more about the Newman Centers and other Catholic groups to help them continue 
their faith journey after graduation.    

There is no cost to attend. RSVP by April 13th. Spots are limited. 

 

The Inaugural Corpus Christi Cathedral Gala a Family Reunion  
 

with Special Guest Speaker The Most Reverend Daniel E. Flores  Bishop of Brownsville  
 

Friday, May 22, 2026, 7:00PM,  

at the Omni Corpus Christi Hotel.  

Tickets and more information at cathedralgala.com 

   The Andrew Dinner will be at St. Pius X Catholic Church on Thursday, April 16, at 6:00 p.m.   

  The Andrew Dinner is an opportunity for young men earnestly seeking God’s will in their lives to      
  share a meal and an evening of fraternity with Bishop Avilés and some of the priests of the  
  diocese.  The witness of priests in communion with the bishop is a powerful experience for those    
  who feel they may  be called to this life.  Young men interested in attending are asked to speak with        
  their pastor. 
 

  Please RSVP to Father James Vasquez in the Office of Vocations at jvasquez@diocesecc.org or         
  call (361) 882-6191 ext. 604.   

Let’s Brighten Our Community service retreat for high school teens will happen on Saturday, April 18,  

from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Saint Patrick Church, located at 3350 South Alameda in Corpus Christi.  

This will be a fun opportunity to gather in faith and fellowship.  Register at https://diocesecc.org/lboc 

High School Leadership Retreat ~  

Applications are now available for the upcoming High School Diocesan Leadership  
program and retreat. The retreat will be on June 8th and 9th  at Our Lady of Corpus Christi.  
The cost is $30 per person.  Apply at https://form.jotform.com/communicationsdofcc/leadership-liability 

SAVE THE DATE ~ CAMP ROOTED, Diocesan camp, will be held July 9th through July 11th at the Spirit Center.  

The cost to participate is $75. Registration details are coming soon.  

This will be an amazing experience and parish youth leaders are encouraged to bring their groups of teens to be a            
part of  this gathering that will focus on leadership, fellowship, and faith.  

DIOCESAN UNVEILED MARRIAGE PREPARATION RETREATS 2026 ~ The next retreat will take place April 25–26, 2026, with 
a registration deadline of April 13. 

The Unveiled Marriage Preparation Retreat is a two-day, overnight experience designed to help engaged couples grow together in faith,                             
understanding, and love as they prepare for the Sacrament of Matrimony. Through guided reflection, practical teaching, and meaningful                                     
couple dialogue, participants are invited to explore both the spiritual depth and daily realities of Catholic married life.   Couples may                        
register by scanning the QR code  

2026 Unveiled Marriage Preparation Retreat dates: April 25th & 26th, August 1st & 2nd, September 12th & 13th, October 17th & 18th 

mailto:jvasquez@diocesecc.org


 


