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M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s  — P . O .  B o x  3 2 9 ,  O r a n g e  G r o v e ,  T X  7 8 3 7 2  

Thursday: 5:30 PM - 6:00 PM 
Saturday: 5:00 PM - 5:30 PM 

Sunday: 5:30 PM 
 

Please contact Fr. Patrick by phone 
or email if you need to make an  
appointment for Confession or 

Anointing of the Sick. 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs: 
8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

 

CLOSED FOR LUNCH 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

 

OFFICE IS CLOSED 
Fri., Sat., & Sun. 

Saturday: 6:00 PM 
Sunday: 

7:30 AM & 11:00 AM ~ English 
6:00 PM ~ Spanish 

Daily Mass: 
Mon., Tues., & Fri. ~ 8:00 AM 

Thurs.(Sp.) ~ 6:00 PM  

1st Saturday Mass: 8:00 AM 
 

Adoration 
Thurs.~ Spanish—6:30PM 

  Mass Schedule Reconciliation Parish Office Hours 

 Physical  Address  — 200 S.  Metz ,  Orange Grove ,  TX 78372 

S t .  J o h n  o f  t h e  C r o s s  



 

 

  

Sat.– 27       6:00PM 
St. Cyril of                   
Alexandria 

† Marrian Baldeschwiler by Elaine Sherek 
† Feliciano Borrego, Jr., by Petra Perez 
† Donnie Calvez by Anita Bazan 
† Rudy G. Leal (birthday)  
     by Bazan, Leal, and Hinojosa Families 

Sun.–28      7:30AM 
 

† Berta Chapa (5th anniv.) by Mage & Sue Alejandro 
† Adolph Skrobarczyk, Sr., (anniv.) by Graham Family  
† Glen , Sr., & † Laura Staley by Joe & Mary Ortiz 
† Peggy Staley by Joe & Mary Ortiz 

 11:00AM † Amador & † Mauricia Garza by Noe & Diana Aguilar 
† Lisa Ann Beltran Harris (heavenly birthday)  
     by Janie Beltran 
† Mary Helen Prieur (1st anniv.) by Bea & Lupe Garcia  

            6:00PM Las familias de la parroquia 

Mon.–29     8:00AM 
Sts. Peter and Paul                      

† Oswald (Wally) Alanis by Carlos & Isabel Alanis 
In thanksgiving for blessings  
     for Msgr. Seamus McGown’s birthday  
     by Nell Gwosdz 

Tues.–30     8:00AM 
The First Martyrs of 
the Holy Roman 
Church 

† Frances O. Guerrero (anniv)  
     by Bazan, Leal, and Hinojosa Families  
† Jeffrey Gwosdz by his family 
Rachel Molina’s 85th birthday by Liza Ochoa 

Thurs.-2      6:00PM 
6:30PM 

La misa está abierta y disponible.  
Adoración 

Fri.– 3         8:00AM 
St. Thomas  

† Joe Pena, Jr., and † Felix Galvan, Sr.,  
     by Gloria Pena & Sons 

Masses for July 4th & 5th 

Sat.–4         8:00AM     
                    6:00PM 
America’s  
Independence Day 

Our parishioners serving in the military & our veterans 
 † Alberto Hinojosa (anniv.)  
     by Bazan, Leal, & Hinojosa Families 
† John Robinson (22nd anniv.) by Jana Robinson 
† Cristela Solano & † Vivian Solano  
     by Graciela & Pablo Alaniz, Jr. 
† Kaye, † Sylvia, † Clem, † Alice, & † Leroy  
     by the Saturday Morning Prayer Group 
In memory of † Mr. Joe & Mrs. Eloisa Gonzales’s 
     60th Wedding Anniversary by Eloisa Gonzales 

Sun.-5        7:30AM 
 

† Marrian Baldeschwiler by Larry & Marie Adian 
† Cleavon Cooley by Joe & Mary Ortiz 
† Adolph, Sr., & † Marie Skrobarczyk  
     by Joe & Mary Ortiz 

        11:00AM 
 

† Diane & † David Aguilar by Janie Beltran 
† Amador & † Mauricia Garza by Noe & Diana Aguilar 
† Don McCloskey (4th anniv.)  
     by Martha McCloskey & family 
Living and Deceased Members of the  
     St. John of the Cross Altar Society 

               6:00PM Familias de la parroquia 

Ministry Schedule 
 

July 4—6:00PM—Lector:  Norma Cornejo  
 EM:  Luis and Nora Romanos, San Juanita Gaza  
  Head Usher:  Raquel S. Jimenez  
 
July 5—7:30AM—Lector: Rick Svetlik  
  EM:  Laura Gwosdz, Jose Isais, Margie Svetlik  
   Head Usher:  Bart and Maria Miller  
 

 11:0AM—Lector:  Kathleen Garza  
 EM:   Diana DeAnda, Karol Kocurek, Volunteer, 
 Janie Flores  
  Head Usher: Tinker Villarreal  
 

 6:00PM—Lector:  Joachin Ordonez  
 EM:  Jesus Perez, Albina Resendez  
 Head Usher:  Paulin Becerril  
 
Please let the parish office know if you can help as we need 
more lectors, eucharistic ministers, and ushers for all Masses. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK 

Worship, Prayer,  & Ministries 

Praying for our Military 

Ministry Schedule for Mass 

We continue to pray for the needs of those in our parish:  
 

Eva Culpepper, Blanca Gonzalez, Art Forbes,                  
Tyler Forbes, Antonio Medrano, and Oscar Ortiz, Jr. 
 

The names of newly added persons will remain for 
three weeks.  Contact the Parish Office if names need to be 
added to the prayer list. 
 

Praying for expecting mothers and their babies:  
 

Mama Cecilia, Ricki Rodriquez Choat,  
and Celina Garcia 

PRAYER LIST 

We remember these service personnel in each  
‘Mass for the Families of the Parish’ 

 

Air Force:  Juan Luis Alonzo, Jr.; Vincent Gordon; 
 Preston Holliday; Christopher Lauer II; 
 Alayah Moore; Deborah Thomas; 
 Audry Winstead 
 

Army:  Father Jim Craig, Madeleena Delaney,   
 Celine De Los Santos, Allen McDonald,  
 Jacob Madrid, Eduardo Perales, Robert Ponce,   
 Fernando Ramos III, Anthony Rios, and  
 Tyree Winstead    
 

Coast Guard:  Corey Bunton and Joshua Salinas  
 

Marines:  Aurora Alarcon, Hunter Frees, and  
 Andre Rodriguez  
 

Navy:  Cory Elyasevich, Diane Martinez, Aubrey McCown,  
 Andrew Saenz, Robert Silva, and Noah Vasquez  

 

A HUGE thank you goes out to everyone who contributed 
to our military care packages.  We had a great response! 
Eight care packages went out last week.  

Please pray for our ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY! 

Please call the parish office or use the online form to          
submit names & branch of service. 

The parish office will be closed on Monday and Tuesday, June 29-30,                              
to transition to the new priest and close out the 2025-2026 fiscal year. 

The office will reopen on Wednesday, July 1, at 8:30AM. 

        The sanctuary light is offered for  

      Msgr. S. McGowan’s 

   95th birthday 
  By Liza Ochoa 



 

Father Patrick Donohoe, you will be greatly missed! 
Father Patrick does not only work on Sunday mornings. Here is       
a tally of some of his ministry to us and our parish since he came    
to St. John of the Cross in July 2018. In those 8 years (2907 days),  
he celebrated 2,075 Sunday Masses, 1,660 weekday Masses, 96 
First Saturday Masses, and 213 Funeral Masses.  During his tenure 
there were 153 Baptisms, 254 First Holy Communions,                                                            
166 Confirmations, and 49 Sacramental Marriages. This does not include the numerous 
hours each week for counseling and confessions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Note From Our Pastor 

Fr. Patrick                 
in 2025 

Fr. Patrick                 
in 2018 

BUSTED! Father Patrick, 
you’re not supposed to be  
on your phone during Mass! 

Fr. Patrick waiting in line for his favorite 
ride, Dumbo the Flying Elephant! 

Fr. Patrick celebrating is 40th 
ordination anniversary!-2022 

Celebrating his ordination anniversary-2023 Celebrating his birthday in 2020 
Celebrating his ordination anniversary 

Celebrating Mass at our               
Centennial Celebration. 

Celebrating another                                 
birthday 

Celebrating a        
wedding 

Celebrating a        
baptism 

Celebrating his ordination 
anniversary COVID-style 



 

Deacon’s Corner 

Today is the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time, June 28, 2026.  On this day we are            

celebrating the retirement of Father Patrick 

Donohoe, St. John of the Cross, Orange Grove, 

Texas.  Earlier in the week, June 24, 2026 we 

celebrated the Solemnity of John the Baptist, 

and I’ve included the readings for that                      

celebration for those who receive the entire 

contents of this email.  The readings are from 

Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 139: 1b-3, 13-14ab,        

14c-15; and Luke 1:57-66, 80.  The readings 

for the 13th Sunday are from 2 Kings 4:8-11,  

14-16a;  Psalm 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19;  Romans 

6:3-4, 8-11; and the Gospel of Matthew 10:      

37-42.  I want to invite you to read most or all 

of chapter 4 of Second Kings.  The child that 

was born to the Shunamite woman died, and 

she went to Elisha for help.  The Prophet went 

back to her house where the child was lying 

dead and brought him back to life—kind of  

like the raising of Lazarus in the New             

Testament.  Both of those miracles are              

significant because they demonstrate that life  

is really never over.  We come from God and 

we go back to God.  Jesus says in John’s         

Gospel that we will live forever.  This idea of 

“forever” is contained in the Psalm reading        

for today:  “Forever I will sing the goodness    

of the Lord.”  Paul reinforces this important 

New Testament theme in his letter to the            

Romans, who are being killed ferociously by 

the Ceasars. “… just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 

might live in newness of life.  If, then, we have 

died with Christ, we believe that we shall also 

live with him.”  This last part of the reading is 

 

what we say at the beginning of each funeral.  

Next time you attend a funeral listen for it right 

after the greeting and the sign of the cross.   I 

think this is the essence of our Catholic faith.   

It’s identified as the “Paschal Mystery,” I think 

first written by Paul in First Corinthians 13:12.  

These are the three great mysteries of our faith:  

(1) the Blessed Trinity, (2) the Resurrection, 

and (3) the Incarnation.   See if you can fit 

these three mysteries into the Theological        

Virtues—Faith (Trinity), Hope (Eternal life), 

and Charity (Love your neighbor).  Here are  

the Theological Virtues we are supposed to 

pray at the beginning of the Rosary:  (1) Faith.  

“O my God, I firmly believe that you three    

divine persons in one God.  I believe that your 

divine son because human and died for our  

sins and that he will come at the end of time        

to judge the living and the dead.  I believe this 

truth and all the other truths which the Catholic 

Church teaches because you have revealed 

them, who can neither deceive or be deceived. 

Amen.”  (2) Hope.  “O my God, relying on 

your almighty power and your infinite promises 

and mercy, I hope to obtain the pardon of my 

sins, the help of your Grace, and life                 

everlasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ, 

my Lord and Redeemer.”  (3) Charity.   “O my 

God, I love you above all things because you 

are all good and deserving of all my love.  I 

love my neighbor as myself for the love of you.  

I forgive all who have injured and ask pardon 

of all those whom I have injured.”                             

God bless you.                                                                 

Deacon Cavada  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/89?2


 

ALTAR DUTY CLEANING SCHEDULE     
 July  2-4—Paid Professional 
 July 9—11—Mrs. Sharry Stipp, Mrs. Dara Jenkins, Mrs. Danae Foster, Mrs. Shelly Ortiz 

The next bread and pastries distribution will be at 9AM 
    at SJoC on on Wednesday, July 22 and at 
          St. Francis on Saturday, July 11.    

Coastal Bend Food Bank distributions at 9AM at     
 St. John of the Cross on Tuesday, July 7  

and at St. Francis of Assisi on Saturday, July 25. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS # 8335    NEXT MEETING: JULY 7, 2026 

Rosary: 6:40 PM at the KOC Building     Men 18 yrs. & older are welcome  

Parish Organizations 

Week #51 COLLECTION 
 Totals Prior 

Week -   
 Goal   Actual  

 Total Annual 
Over / (under)  

 YTD Goal   TOTAL OFFERTORY  

6/21/2026 Envelope Collection  $     (8,513.88)  $       2,100.00   $       1,760.00   $      (8,853.88)  $   107,100.00    

  Loose Collection  $    25,324.60   $       1,200.00   $       1,411.50   $     25,536.10   $     61,200.00    

  On-Line Collection  $    14,621.05   $       1,400.00   $       1,902.36   $     15,123.41   $     71,400.00    

  TOTAL Collection  $    31,431.77   $       4,700.00   $       5,073.86   $     31,805.63   $   239,700.00   $    271,505.63  

Stewardship of Treasure 

Works of Mercy 

PARISH COUNCIL   NEXT MEETING:  JULY 6 @ 6PM  

ALTAR SOCIETY  NEXT MEETING:  AUGUST 24 @ 6PM 

CASA DE LUCY MEETS ON TUESDAYS @ 9AM 

Case de Lucy Helping Hand Quilting Ministry sews Prayer Quilts for the terminally / critically ill persons needing prayers.                        
Please contact the office if you know anyone in need of a quilt. 

          SOCIEDAD GUADALUPANA  NEXT MEETING:  AUGUST 17 @ 6PM 

Hostess grp # 1:  Mary Villarreal 
 

 

 Corporate Mass—July 19 @ 7:30AM Rosary at 7:00AM Leader: Norma Cornejo 

   Offertory:  Norma Cornejo, Jennifer and Jessica Alejandro 

 Roses provided to Our Lady of Guadalupe—by Diana McBride & Jolene Hackfeld 

Loom Knitting ~ Parishioners are invited to meet in the parish hall on Mondays at 9AM to knit hats for patients a                                                           
Driscoll Children’s Hospital Oncology Department.  Contact the parish office or Bertha Forbes for more information. 

2026 Bishop’s Stewardship Appeal ~ The SJoC BSA goal is $22,629 of which $8,195 has been pledged.  

With a projected 3,785 recurring gift, SJoC has a total of $11,980 expected pledge & recurring gifts. That is 53% of the diocesan goal 
with 10% of the parish participating in the 2026 BSA. Your continued support of the Bishop’s Stewardship Appeal is truly appreciated! 

 

Today is the Peter’s Pence Collection, a worldwide collection that supports the work of the Universal Church, including                         
the work of the Holy See and the charitable works of Pope Leo XIV. Take this opportunity to join with                                               

Pope Leo XIV to be a sign of hope to our suffering brothers and sisters. Please be generous today. 

Our Living Church Capital Campaign is well underway as the scaffolding is in place for the stucco repair and some of 
the stained-glass windows have been removed for their repair.   

Thank you for your generosity in restoring our church building.  

Your continued support is needed as we begin planning the next projects:  parking lot repair, parish hall roof, and religious 
ed building electrical box. 



 

Everyone is invited to gather in the parish hall for a potluck luncheon tomorrow/ today,           
Sunday, June 28, after the 11AM Mass to celebrate Father Patrick                                                          

as he enters retirement and gains his 
 
 

FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE.  

Religious Education 

Community 

Catechists and classroom aides are needed!   As the office staff 

prepare for the 2026-2027 year of religious education, they are 

faced with the possibility that some grades of religious education 

cannot be offered next year since there are not enough teachers for 

every grade level, as TWO adults are required for EVERY               

classroom (one teacher to prepare and present weekly lessons          

and one classroom aide to assist the teacher in classroom                       

management).  

Committed Catholics who have received all of their sacraments 

and are living out these sacraments daily are needed to teach our 

youth the traditions of the Catholic Church. 

All volunteers MUST be Safe Environment certified through the 

Diocese of Corpus Christi. 

If you feel God’s call to serve in this ministry, please call the            

parish office to find out more about how you can hep our religious 

education program. (361-384-2795). The future of our religious 

education program really depends upon YOU!. 

Save the dates:  Registration for the 2026-27 religious education 
program will take place on Wednesday, August 26, and Sunday, 
August 30. 

 

 

 July 20—24,  
5:30PM—8:00 PM 

St. John of the Cross VBS 

Pick up a                
registration  
form in the 

church foyer or 
parish office. A meal will be             

provided each day. 

Conquistando Las NACIONES  para CRISTO 

       RETIRO 

  de sanacion interior 

Centero de cursillos 1200 Lantana, Corpus Christi, Tx 78407 
24—26 Julio 2026 
 

Communicate a los siguientes nueos telefonicos:                                                                                            
 361-207-0395      361-354-0153       361-446-0221 

Para hombres mujeres 
mayores de 18 anos 

Entrada Viernes 7-9pm 

LLevar articulos                    
personales y cobijas 

 

World Mission Rosary-Making Day ~ The Pax Christi Sisters and 87others from different parishes gathered at Pax Chrsiti on Tuesday, 
June 23, and made 1000 World Mission Rosaries that will be distributed at Venerable Archbishop Sheen’s Beatification on September 24, 
2026. 

Archbishop Sheen who is best known for his popular syndicated               
television program, Life is Worth Living, is held today as one of          
Catholicism’s most widely recognized figures of the 20th century. 

In 1951, Archbishop Sheen designed and promoted the WORLD         
MISSION ROSARY. Each of the five colors on the Rosary repre-
sents a different area (continent) where the Church continues its        
mission of evangelization.  

 “We must pray, and not for ourselves, but for the whole world — 
the five continents.” - Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 

Grades:  
kinder –fifth 

St. John of the Cross polos ~ A variety of colors and sizes of  SJoC polo shirts are available for purchase in the parish office for $20 each. 
 

Construction worker orange:  ladies XXL (1) 
 

Centennial Celebration gray with white embroidery : Ladies  Sm (2), ladies MDM (3), ladies XL (3), ladies XXL (1) 
 mens XXL (1) with orange embroidery: Mens XXL (1) 

Religious ed (light blue):  ladies MDM (1) & mens XXL (1) 



 

Diocesan News 

Anointing of the Sick:  Upon request – please call the office. Any 
person who is sick (either homebound or in the hospital) or about 
to have surgery, is encouraged to receive Anointing of the Sick. As 
current Federal Law prohibits hospitals from the release of any 
patient’s name. Father will not know you are in the hospital unless 
you call the office. 

Baptisms of Infants: (0 to 5 yrs.): Please bring the child’s civil birth 
certificate to the parish office to register the child, their parents & 
the Godparents for the one-hour  Pre-Baptismal Preparation Class. 
Godparents must be able to provide Certificates for Catholic     
Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation, & if married, Marriage 
Certificate in the Catholic Church. Donation for the class and     
Baptism is $30.00, for the class only  is $15.00. Date & time for 
the Baptism is scheduled after attending the Baptismal Class. 

 Confessions: The Sacrament of Reconciliation (or Confessions) is 
available on Thursday from 5:30 PM—6:00 PM and on Saturdays 
from 5:00 PM—5:30 PM and at any time by appointment with the 
Priest.   

 

Quinceañeras: The honoree and their family must be registered and 
participating in the parish for two years   prior to the year of the 
Quinceañera (or Quinceañero). The young person must have    
Baptism & Communion in the Catholic Church, & be attending   
the parish Religious Education Program. The family is strongly 
encouraged to contact the Church for 2 years before the intended 
date.             

Marriage: Arrangements must be made with the priest or deacon,    
preferably one year before the intended date, (minimum of six 
months in advance) to complete the necessary requirements.  At 
least one person must be an active and registered member of this 
parish. No wedding date is guaranteed until ALL diocesan         
requirements have been fulfilled. 

Blessing of Civil Marriages – If you were married before a judge, or   
a non-Catholic minister, and wish to be readmitted to Holy      
Communion, there needs to be a Blessing of your Civil Marriage. 
Please call the parish office and set up an appointment with Father 
Patrick so he can hear your particular situation and can guide you 
through the process. Father Patrick is always saying “Don’t wait! 
Start the process NOW!” 

Liturgy & Sacraments 

SAVE THE DATE ~ CAMP ROOTED, Diocesan camp, will be held July 9th through July 11th at the Spirit Center. 
 

The cost to participate is $75. Registration details are coming soon. 
 
 This will be an amazing experience and parish youth leaders are encouraged to bring their groups of teens to be a                          
 part of this gathering that will focus on leadership, fellowship, and faith.  

EMBRACING THE COMMISSION 
A DAY OF FORMATION FOR PARISH SCHOOL, CATECHETICAL, AND MINISTRY LEADERS 

Pastors, deacons, parish staff, catechetical leaders, faith formation leaders, and all ministry leaders are invited to join us for a day of           
formation and renewal focused on the Church’s call to evangelization and missionary discipleship. 

Topics will include: 

The Great Commission and the Evangelical Sequence, Sent: Engaging Inactive Parishioners, G.O.S.P.E.L.: An Introduction to the                               
Kerygma, and Resources for Embracing the Great Commission 

This free seminar will be hosted by the Augustine Institute in partnership with the Diocese of Corpus      
Christi and will take place on Tuesday, June 30 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Most Precious Blood         
Catholic Church. 

Save the Date:  Celebration of Charity  Give from the Heart  Guest speaker: Bishop Mario Avilés 

Catholic Charities of Corpus Christi invites you to Celebration of Charity - an inspiring evening celebrating compassion in action and the 
strength of our community.  
The event will take place on Thursday, September 24, at 6:00 p.m. at the Hilliard Center, 1901 N. Shoreline Blvd. in Corpus Christi. 
Guests will enjoy a beautiful evening of fellowship, stories of impact, and a renewed call to serve with love and purpose.  

CCCN AVAILABLE ONLINE 

 Enjoy local Catholic content that includes exclusive portraits, interviews, and shows as well as Sunday Mass live 
(English and Spanish), podcasts, uplifting content and activities!  

You can watch from you browser.  

Visit  https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/Wung9KvDm-4WrT0OYmmpeiPsuL-P4CZb 

Journey to Damascus (JTD) is a 3-day Christian weekend for those who want to deepen their relationship with God, strengthen their faith, and 
experience true Christian brother/sisterhood. It is  open to all denominations and centers on renewal through prayer, reflection,  and community.  

JTD is for those seeking a stronger foundation in Christ and deeper unity with other believers. It is for those who:  want to grow spiritually, need 
time away from distractions to reconnect with God, value community, faith, and encouragement.  The weekend is full physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually, so pilgrims should set aside outside responsibilities and come ready to be present.  

The upcoming 2026 Weekend Schedule is Men’s:  September 17-20 Women’s:  July 30—August and  2 October 15-18 
  
Weekends are held at OLCC Campus on Lantana and the Weekend Fees are $225 (assistance is available for those with need).     



 


