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Matthew 1:18-25 ESV 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child  from the Holy Spirit. 
19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him  in a dream, saying, "Joseph, 

son of David, do not fear to take Mary  as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people  from their sins." 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23 "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name  Immanuel" (which means, God 

with us). 
24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 

25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 

 

Would it not have been better for Jesus to be born into a prominent family of privilege, preferably 

one of longstanding and respected elders of the Sanhedrin? 

 

“Why was Jesus born in a stable instead of in someplace impressive, like a palace?  Wouldn't people have 

paid more attention to Him if His parents had been important people instead of ordinary peasants?  I've 

always wondered about this.” —BillyGraham.org/Questions & Answers 

 

"...He was not born of an earthly king and queen, but of a virgin of a backwater village named Nazareth. 

Certainly, God delights in confounding worldly wisdom and human expectations."  

—Chuck Colson 

 

Isaiah 53:1-3 ESV 

1 Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form 

(appearance) or majesty (ornament, decoration, honor, excellency) that we should look at him, and no 

beauty (sight, appearance, spectacle) that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from 

whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
 

John 1:45-46 ESV 

45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the 

prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 

46 Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good  come out of Nazareth?"  Philip said to him, "Come and 

see."  
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Mark 6:1-3 ESV 

1 He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 

2 And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astonished, 

saying, "Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty 

works done by his hands? 

3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And 

are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 

 

 

Why Does God Use “Nobodies?” 
 

● The corruption to human nature from money, position and status. 

○ Human nature is prone to trust in money, position and status instead of God. 

○ Human nature will use money, position and status for selfish ambition and pleasure. 

○ Human nature will deceive, manipulate and coerce to protect and keep money, position and 

status. 

 

Matthew 20:20-28 ESV 

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee  came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before him she 

asked him for something. 
21 And he said to her, "What do you want?" She said to him, "Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, 
one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom." 

22 Jesus answered, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to 

drink?" They said to him, "We are able." 

23 He said to them, "You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, 

but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father." 

24 And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. 

25 But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles  lord it over them, and 

their great ones exercise authority  over them. 
26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 
27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 
28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 

 

● It is always remarkable how just a little of position and title can bring such a sense of entitlement 

(having a right to something, the belief that one is inherently deserving of privileges or special 

treatment).  

● James and John (sons of Zebedee and Salome), as well as their mother, knew the advantages of 

wealth, position and title. 

 

Mark 1:19-20 ESV 

19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who 

were in their boat mending the nets. 

20 And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 

servants and followed him. 
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John 18:15-18 ESV 

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to the 

high priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 
16 but Peter stood outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, 
went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. 
17 The servant girl at the door said to Peter, "You also are not one of this man's disciples, are 

you?" He said, "I am not." 

18 Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were 

standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself. 
 

Mark 15:39-41 ESV 

39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he 

said, "Truly this man was the Son of God!" 

40 There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, 

and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome [wife of Zebedee, mother 

of James and John]. 

41 When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many 

other women who came up with him to Jerusalem. 

 

Mark 3:16-17 ESV 

16 He [Jesus] appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); 

17 James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name 

Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder). 
 

Luke 9:52-56 NASB 

52 He sent messengers on ahead of Him, and they went and entered a village of the Samaritans 

to make arrangements for Him. 

53 But they did not receive Him, because He was traveling toward Jerusalem. 

54 When His disciples  James and John saw this, they said, "Lord, do You want us to command 

fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" 

55 But He turned and rebuked them, and said, "You do not know what kind of spirit you are of; 
56 for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them."  And they went on 

to another village. 

 

Ezekiel 34:2-4 ESV 

2"Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the 

shepherds, Thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves!  Should 

not shepherds  feed the sheep? 

3 You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed 

the sheep. 
4 The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not bound up, 

the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with force and harshness  you 

have ruled them. 
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● Whenever there is harshness or force in the leadership, and people are afraid of reprisal, you will 

find a leader who is using his/her position for their own selfish ambition and gain. 

 

John 8:3-11 ESV 

3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in 

the midst 

4 they said to him, "Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 

5 Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women.  So what do you say?" 

6 This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring against him.  
 

● The scribes and the Pharisees were willing to see this woman put to death, just so they could 

gain some political or social leverage over Jesus. 

 

John 11:47-54 ESV 

47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees  gathered the council and said, "What are we to do? For this 

man performs many signs. 

48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away 

both our place and our nation." 

49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, "You know nothing at all. 

50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the 

whole nation should perish." 

51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would 

die  for the nation, 
52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 
53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. 
54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly  among the Jews, but went from there to the region near the 

wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there he stayed with the disciples. 

 

● For those who have tasted even the slightest advantage of position, title and wealth, they are 

willing, more often than not, to do whatever it takes to keep the advantages of their position, 

even if it means murder. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:26-29 ESV 

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not 

many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 

shame the strong; 
28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things 

that are, 
29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 
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