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2 Chronicles 7:11-22 ESV 

11 Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD and the king's house. All that Solomon had planned to do in the 

house of the LORD and in his own house he successfully accomplished. 

12 Then the LORD appeared to Solomon in the night and said to him: "I have heard your prayer and have chosen 

this place for myself as a house of sacrifice. 
13 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send 

pestilence among my people, 

14 if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 
15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. 
16 For now I have chosen and consecrated this house that my name may be there forever.  My eyes and my 

heart will be there for all time. 
17 And as for you, if you will walk before me  as David your father walked, doing according to all that I have 

commanded you and keeping my statutes and my rules, 
18 then I will establish your royal throne, as I covenanted with David your father, saying, 'You shall not lack a 

man to rule Israel.' 

19 "But if you turn aside and forsake my statutes and my commandments that I have set before you, and go and 

serve other gods and worship them, 
20 then I will pluck you up from my land that I have given you, and this house that I have consecrated for my 

name, I will cast out of my sight, and I will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 
21 And at this house, which was exalted, everyone passing by will be astonished and say, 'Why has the LORD 

done thus to this land and to this house?' 

22 Then they will say, 'Because they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers who brought them out of the 

land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods and worshiped them and served them.  Therefore he has brought all 

this disaster on them.'" 

 

Where Judgment Begins 

 

1 Peter 4:12-13 ESV 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you  to test you, as though something 

strange were happening to you. 

13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 

revealed. 

14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon 

you. 

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 

16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 

17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the 

outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 

18 And "If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" 
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Without Excuse - Confirm Your Calling 
 

2 Peter 1:3-15 ESV 

3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him 

who called us to his own glory and excellence, 
4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become 

partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue [goodness, excellence, purity], and 

virtue with knowledge [gnosis - knowing], 
6 and knowledge with self-control [mastery over desires and passions], and self-control with steadfastness 

[constancy, endurance], and steadfastness with godliness, 
7 and godliness [piety, holiness] with brotherly affection [philadelphia - love of brothers and sisters], and 

brotherly affection with love. 
8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from 

his former sins. 
10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these 

qualities you will never fall. 
11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 
12 Therefore I intend  always to remind you of these qualities,  though you know them and are established in 

the truth that you have. 

13 I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, 

14 since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. 
15 And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things. 
 

No Religious Facade Will Stand 
 

Titus 3:4-6 ESV 

4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 

5 He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the 

washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
6 whom He poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

 

By This We Will Know 
 

1 John 2:3-4 ESV 

3 And by this we know that we have come to know Him,  if we keep His commandments. 
4 Whoever says "I know Him" but does not keep His commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 
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