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2 Corinthians 3:1-2 ESV 

1 Are we beginning to ​commend ourselves again​? Or ​do we need​, as some do, ​letters of recommendation​ to 

you, or from you? 

2 ​You yourselves​ are ​our letter of recommendation​, written on our hearts, ​to be known​ and ​read by all​. 
 

● The supernatural transformation of the hearts and lives of the Corinthian church gave all the proof 

necessary to validate and confirm the legitimacy of the Apostle Paul’s ministry.  

● Paul refused to use the contemporary methodology of marketing and promotion (letters of 

recommendation).  

● Paul refused to judge the success of his ministry by worldly standards and metrics. 

● There are peddlers of ministry, who are more concerned with using God’s Word as a product and means 

of making money, rather than with hearts and lives being changed by the power of God. 

● Is your heart and life being changed by the teaching and power of God’s Word?  This alone transcends all 

other reasons for choosing a church.  This is the very reason and essence of gathering as a church. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:17 ESV 

17 For ​we are not​, ​like so many​, ​peddlers​ ​(kapēleuō - to make money by selling, to corrupt)​ ​of God's word​, but 

as men of sincerity, as ​commissioned by God​, ​in the sight of God​  ​we speak in Christ​. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:12 ESV 

12 We are ​not commending ourselves to you​ again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you 

may be able to answer those​ who ​boast about outward appearance​ and ​not about what is in the heart​. 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 ESV 

13 And we also thank God constantly for this, that ​when you received the word of God​, which ​you heard 

from us​, you ​accepted it​ not as the word of men but ​as what it really is​, ​the word of God​, which ​is at work 

in you​ believers. 

 

Romans 1:16 ESV 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for ​it is the power of God​  ​for salvation​ to ​everyone who 

believes​... 
 

 

2 Corinthians 3:3 ESV 

3 And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, ​written not with ink​ but ​with the Spirit of 

the living God​, ​not on tablets of stone​ but ​on tablets of human hearts​. 
 

● The context of this chapter is the comparison of God’s Word being written upon the tables of stone 

versus being written upon human hearts. 
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● The Word of God being supernaturally illuminated and written by the Holy Spirit upon our hearts: 

○ causes us to know God personally and intimately. 

○ teaches us God’s motives, purposes, thoughts, methods and will. 

○ transforms our hearts and lives from the inside out to be more like Him. 

 

Hebrews 8:8-11 ESV 

8 For he finds fault with them when he says: "Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will 

establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 

9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring 

them out of the land of Egypt.  For ​they did not continue in my covenant​, and so I showed no concern for 

them, declares the Lord. 

10 For ​this is the covenant that I will make​ with the house of Israel ​after those days​, declares the Lord: ​I 
will put my laws into their minds​, and ​write them on their hearts​, and ​I will be their God​, and ​they shall 

be my people​. 
11 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for 

they shall all know me​, ​from the least​ of them ​to the greatest​. 
 

1 Corinthians 2:12-14 NKJV 

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know 

the things that have been freely given to us by God. 

13 ​These things​  ​we also speak​, ​not in words​ which ​man's wisdom teaches​ but ​which the Holy Spirit 

teaches​, ​comparing spiritual things​  ​with spiritual​. 
14 But ​the natural man​  ​does not receive the things of the Spirit of God​, for ​they are foolishness to him​; 
nor can he know them, because ​they are spiritually discerned​. 
 

John 16:12-13 ESV 

12 I still have ​many things to say​ to you, but ​you cannot bear them​  ​now​. 
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, ​he will guide you​  ​into all the truth​, for he will not speak on his own 

authority, but ​whatever he hears​  ​he will speak​, and ​he will declare​ to you ​the things that are to come​. 
 

James 1:21 ESV 

21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and ​receive with meekness​  ​the implanted 

word​, which is ​able to save your souls​. 
 

Romans 12:2 ESV 

2 ​Do not be conformed to this world​, but ​be transformed by the renewal of your mind​, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 

 

2 Corinthians 3:4-6 ESV 

4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 

5 ​Not that we are sufficient in ourselves​ to claim anything ​as coming from us​, but ​our sufficiency is from God​, 
6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For ​the 

letter kills​, but ​the Spirit gives life​. 
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● The letter of the law, by itself, kills us by judging and condemning our inability to obey God’s Word.  

 

Romans 7:18-19 ESV 

18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For ​I have the desire to do what is 

right​, but ​not the ability​ to ​carry it out​. 
19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 

 

● The Spirit of the law, supernaturally creates in us both the desire and the ability to obey, by the Holy 

Spirit who illuminates and writes His Word upon our hearts. 

 

Philippians 2:13 KJV 

13 For it is God ​which worketh in you​  ​both to will​ and ​to do​ of his good pleasure. 

 

 

2 Corinthians 3:7-11 ESV 

7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could not 

gaze at Moses' face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, 

8 ​will not the ministry of the Spirit​ have ​even more glory​? 

9 For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, ​the ministry of righteousness​ must ​far exceed it in 

glory​. 
10 Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that 

surpasses it. 

11 For ​if what was being brought to an end​  ​came with glory​, ​much more​ will ​what is permanent​  ​have glory​. 
 

● The greater glory brings a greater responsibility. 

 

Hebrews 12:18-25 ESV 

18 For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest 

19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages 

be spoken to them. 

20 For they could not endure the order that was given, "If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be 

stoned." 

21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, "I tremble with fear." 

22 But ​you have come to Mount Zion​ and to ​the city of the living God​, the ​heavenly Jerusalem​, and to 

innumerable angels in festal gathering, 

23 and to ​the assembly of the firstborn​ who are ​enrolled in heaven​, and ​to God​, the ​judge of all​, and to 

the spirits of the righteous​  ​made perfect​, 
24 and ​to Jesus​, the ​mediator of a new covenant​, and to ​the sprinkled blood​ that speaks a better word 

than the blood of Abel. 

25 See that you ​do not refuse him​  ​who is speaking​. For ​if they did not escape​ when ​they refused him who 

warned them on earth​,  ​much less will we escape​ if we ​reject him who warns from heaven​. 
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2 Corinthians 3:12-15 ESV 

12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 

13 not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of 

what was being brought to an end. 

14 But ​their minds were hardened​.  For to this day, when they read the old covenant, ​that same veil remains 

unlifted​, because ​only through Christ​ is ​it taken away​. 
15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read ​a veil lies over their hearts​. 
 

● Unless the Word of God is approached with repentance and surrender, it will be of no benefit to the 

reader. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 ESV 

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is ​veiled to those​ who ​are perishing​. 
4 In their case ​the god of this world​ has ​blinded the minds​ of ​the unbelievers​, to ​keep them from seeing 

the ​light of the gospel​ of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

 

 

2 Corinthians 3:16-18 ESV 

16 But ​when one turns to the Lord​, the ​veil is removed​. 
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 

18 And we all, ​with unveiled face​, ​beholding the glory of the Lord​, ​are being transformed​ into ​the same image 

from ​one degree of glory​  ​to another​.  For ​this comes from the Lord​  ​who is the Spirit​. 
 

● There must be a daily presenting of ourselves before the presence and Word of God so the 

transformation can occur. 

● Whenever we are before the Word of God, presenting our lives in surrender, we are before God’s throne, 

before the Council and Court of Heaven, from which the Holy Spirit speaks what He hears. 

● The Word of God in you will be everything you could never be.  The Word of God will create in you the 

godliness you could never possess nor produce.  

 

Romans 12:1-2 ESV 

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to ​present your bodies as a living sacrifice​, 
holy and acceptable to God, ​which is your spiritual worship​. 
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but ​be transformed by the renewal of your mind​, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
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